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SITUATION AT
SAN FRANGISCO

Proceedings at 'Conference of
' Authorities  Which> Was
Held Yesterday.

MILITARY AND- CIVIC STATUS

A Question Raised as to Which
Party ‘Should Control
the City.

AN FRANCISCO, Cal., April 26.—
Gov. Pardee visited San Fran-

cisco today, when he attended a
conference between General Greely,
Mayor Schmitz, Dr. Devine, of the Red
Cross, 'and ‘members of the citizens’

committee of fifty who are advising|

the mayor. Gov. Pardee brougglt»vup
the question of the request of Mayor

Schmitz and his committee for the.
withdrawal of the national guard from
the city. The governor spoke highly in
favor of the national guard, and referr-
ed to the S&plendid service its mem-
bers had done in the war with Spain.

He stated that he considered the
request as a reflection upon a well
organized and highly efficient body of

men. Thé governor said that he was

Very Indigmant

over the attitude taken against the
guard and the charges preferred
against them. In fact, he was so warm
*over the.matter. that he thought it
best not to make any further remark.

Mayor Schmitz immediately replied
that he and his committee had not
made any charges dgainst the guard.
On the contrary, he had thanked the
governor . for their . services. If
charges had +een made they were
made by outside people. The object
in making the request for the with-
drawal of the troops was to concen-
trate the control of the city in the fed-
eral troops and prevent misunder-
standing and confliction of orders.

Major General Greely stated that so
far as he knew ‘there was no conflict
of authority, and that as United States
army officer he could not assume
charge of the state mlitia. The mayor
was

The Head. of the City,
and every request by him. had been
followed, and he would continue to
recognize ‘the authority of the mayor
in giving direction. for the safety of:
the . people. The civil authorities
were superior to the military, and the
mayor. is the only head he will recog-
inize. i 4 R
- The. state troops have not yet been
withdrawn, and the meeting adjourn-
ed without "any announcement that
L-tbfryh Wopid. be. . oot o .i:'
e, e was a lol discu n _over
the Mw’ 2 Gg‘qfﬂgt}ijt’z ?;Eumber-‘
3fitue\e . tr & o e '; O ? :
IR reet 'Railway Systems.
The 'gommittee- did 'not yet feel’ that
all‘danger of fire from this source was
past, and the mayor finally appointed
a committee to investigate and report
‘on’ this matter.

In opening’ the discussion concern-
ing the street railways, Chairman
Rudolph Spreckels stated that he be-
lieved that it would be comparatively
-safe to operate some of the. electric
Jines. ~All house wires had been en-
tirely disconnected.: ;

‘Engineer Hunt added that the re-
.pairing of the wires ‘had been thor-
wugh, and ‘that the danger of fire
through their medium had been reduc-
ed to the minimum, that when the
.cars were started there would be a
careful system of inspection along the
:routes, and that no cars. would be
‘operated for the present after 7 o’clock
in the evening.

Manager Mullaly, of the United rail-
roads believed transportation could be
given to the people of the city with-
out any serious risk.
© Captain Payson, of the water com-
mittee, spoke of
i The Water Phase
of the situation. He said that a num-
ber of the city’s most important reser-
voirs had been elther entirely destroy-
ed or very badly damaged, and the
water pipes avere in no condition to
meét the demands put upon "them.
There was_ no storage of water for
fire purposes, - and - consequently no
adequate means of protection against
fire, if it should break out at the time.
- Herman Schussler, the  Spring Val-

ley ‘Water company’s chief ‘engineer,

discussed the water situation "at con-
siderahle length, and expressed -the
opinion that it would be unwise. Tor
the present to experiment with the
electric lines. He compared the un-
. burned region of the city to a lot of
kindling wood standing on end, and
‘said . that “since. we have saved that
‘much of the city we should do nothing
which might endanger it now.”

Schussler described the manner in

which the city’'s i

; ‘System of Reservoirs
/had been practically destroyed, and
told -how the few million gallons of

water .that are now coming to the
city were procured only after the
greatest effort. He stated that the

pipes from ' Crystal Lakes, seventeen
miles in length, were intact except for
some 3,000 feet, and everything pos-
sible was being done to repair .this
quickly. <A large amount of lumber
would be needed, snd ‘the Southern

Pacific had agreed to rush a supply

for this special purpose. When this

pipe line is repaired it will fill a thirty-
three million -gallon reservoir in the

Mission™district. Garrett McEnerney

spoke strongly in favor of the quick

vesumption of business in the city.

Some means of transportation must be

afforded to working men before their

actual- services would be of the ‘great-
est value. He said also that there was

a great-unrest in the city due to the

inability of the people too/find their

relatives and friends, and they could
not do this unless they had some bet-
ter means of getting about in their
search; Col. Heur spoke briefly along
the same lines "as . Chief Engineer

Schussler. The veteran army engin-

eer did not believe that it would be

safe at the present moment to start
the electric car service. It was asked
at this point whether the

Use of Electric Power

was absolutely essentigl. A member of

the committee suggested that horse-

power might bé sufficient under the
“'present. - conditions. Manager Mul~

Jally said that they had no horse cars
,that would work on the present grade,

‘and further, that they had not the

necessary horses. .

 “Give us the cars and we can get

the horses,” said E. H. Harriman,

; ] v
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tersely. T. Carey Friedlander, a mem-
ber of the lighting committee, said
that its members were dealing with
the property of the city’s ecitizens, or
what remained of it; and that they
did not feel justified in permitting the
electric cars to start operations until
they were absolutely sure that there
was no danger.

The situation having been pretty
thoroughly thrashed out bv the mayor
at this point-and instructed the com-
mittee to finally consider the matter
and submit a report to the general
committee. Chairman James D. Phe-
lan made a statement for the finance
committee. He said the plan for the

Handling of the Relief Fund,
as outlined in President Roosevelt's
proclamation of the day before, was
perfectly satisfactory to the finance
committee. He stated that the efforts
being made were to centralize the
control of the fund in the hands of
one ' body. Gov. Pardee then turned
over to him control of such contribu-
tions as had been sent directly to
the governor, and Gen. Funston also
formally surrendered the $35,000 re-
maining unused of the $50,000 contri-
buted by the Guggenheim interests.
This fund was wired directly to. Gen.
‘Funston, with directions to-use it ac-
cording to his' own’ best judgment,
and the general explained to the com-
mittee the manner in: which he had
used it.

These expenditures were approved by
the -committee; Thus - control -of the
entire relief fund-is now: in'the hands
of .the finance committee of -the relief,
and Red Orgss funds.. The Rev. Dr.
Baker of Qakland was.-made a member
of the finance committee .to -represent
Gov. Pardee. i :

. Gen. Greeley announced at noon .today
that the army had. taken over the full
and absolute control of

The Relief Stations.

for ‘the - distribution of food. Distribua-
tion will be under a system devised by
Dr. Devine, the special agent of the
Red COross society sent here by Presi-
dent Roosevelt. Gen Greeley said that
reports had come to him from several
of the relief districts that there were
many abuses under the present system
such as waste and ‘“repeating” by
which persons hoarded provisions in
their houses. He said that under the
new system of distribution these abuses
would not occur.

Gen. Greely incidentally explained the
relative - position of himself and Gen.
Funston. He said that he had divested
himself as far as possible of all depart-
mental duties which would continue to
rcmain in the hands of Gen. Funston
and wypuld devote himself to the sanita-
tion 6f the city. The matter of the
policy of the army in its unusual re-
lations with the city and other special
questions.

Col. George Torney who is directly in
command of

The Sanitation Problem
announced that the situation was en-
couraging.. Every precaution had been
taken in the city parks where tens of
thousands of people were finding. tem-
porary shelter. The control of the city
parks had been transferred to the eity
board of health and Col, Morney stated
that the daily: reports of Dr. James W.
Ward, the health beard president, were
very favorable. If -a suggestion mefe
by Col. Torney . is adopted a:camp-for
the Chinese refugees of the city swill be
established on the golf links of the Pre-
sidio and controlled by the army. Col
Torney said the- Chinese, ;confident of
the -ability of the federalygoyvernment:
o give.themn tip. folest UglbgioD,
‘§xpressed - their, " willingness.
there. . The final Jispgsifiop of these
people could -then be made as the city
saw _fit, 3 =

The Question of a Special Session,
of the state legislature caused some de-
bate. Garrett McEnerney, represeiting
the lawyers of San Francisco asked Gov.
Pardee to state definitely .at the earliest
possible moment whether a special ses-
sion would be called.” He said that ‘cer-
tain legislation was® absolutely neces-
sary, and that a great deal of uncer-
tainty and uneasinéss would be’ felt un-
ti! some definite announcement is made
by the governor. James D. Phelan add-
ed that the'bankers of San -Francisco
wepe also anxious that a special session
of the legislature should be convened.

Gov. Pardee said that it was his pre-
sent intention to have a special session,
but he had not ehtirely made “ip his
mind in the matter and did not propose
to take any hasty action. He said that
the Sacramento- bar association had
passed resolutions declaring that a spe-
¢ial session avas not necessary and while
he did not. propose to be unduly in-
fluenced by any resolutions, he was still
going ‘to give the matter the most thor-
ough consideration: before he. took the
final step. He added that

' Before the Legislature Is Called
there should be some definite assar-
ance that legislation most necessary
would be enacted. Mayor Schmitz closed
the discussion by making a formal call
upon the governor for a special session
of the legislature. Garrett McEnerney
told ‘the governor that there was-some
uncertainty, among the lawyers and
bankeng .as to whether the chief execu-
tive was formally declaring a legal hol-
iday day by day. The governor assured
him that he was taking all the necessary
action and .further that ‘he. would give
some days’ notice before digcontinuing
the discontinuation of holidays so that
the lawyers and.bankers and merchauts
might feel certain that they would not
fail in any of their legal and business
obligations.

i The New San Francisco,

A grand scheme has been devised for
ithe building of the new. San Francisco,
a‘eity of magnificent- buildings, terraces,
boulevards, green parks and play grounds
and gardens. City Engineer Thomas )
Woedward, who is working -his plans in-
to.shape, faces a stupendous task. Per-
sonal holdings, will net be confiseated
but everything taken by the municipality
avill be regularly paid for. One prom-
inent feature of Mr. Woodward’s com-
prehensive scheme is the .widening of
Van Ness avenue dinto a ‘magnificent
boulevard. To this end, he purposes the
acquisition by the city through condem-
nation proceedings of all that choice res-
idence property the full -length of Van
Ness avenue. .

If the city engineer has his way.and
is given the support of the public, there
will be no narrow and clogging streets
iu these sections of the city, laid bare
by the fire. ~Streets in the heart of the
business- district which have been proved
entirely inadequate for the rush and con-
fusion of a big metropolis

Will Be Widened
by slicing from the private holdings on
either side, again.through process of the
courts, -~

Market street will be left as it is,
8o will° Third and other streets that
:were repaired by the city authorities,
shortly before the earthquake, but ip
the commission and: wholesale sections
will be radically altered, both in width
and " course. o ‘

Before another month is passed, Mar-
ket street will be lined with temporary
struectures. ' The Claus Spreckles build-
ing, the DeYoung building, the Shreve
building, the St. Francis  hotel,” the
Merchants Exchange and many more
of the firet class structures can-be put
|into shape at comvaratiyely little ex-
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pense.

With these as a nucleus, there is no
reason why the retail and wholesale dis-
tricts of the city should not be re-estab-
lished” in their former locations, before
A year is past. Plenty of outside cap-
ital-is assured and many property own-
ers living abroad have cabled their
agents here to begin at once the recon-
struction of the buildings destroyed.

Panic Narrowly Averted.

A panic was narrowly averted on the
ferry boat Piedment today as the ves-
sel was making a trip to this ecity.
Thousands of refugees had crowded
both decks of the .steamer until stand-
ing room was at a premium. At a point
opposite Goat Island, the paddle wheel
struck an abandoned ‘'scow with a re-
sounding crash.

The news threw the passengers into a
state of alarm, many of them ran to
he opposite side of the boat which
listed heavily to starboard. The cry went
up that the hoat was capsizing and a
mad rush was made for the life preser-
vers. They were torn from the cases
and quickly donned. The officers were
unable to cope with the throng and it
was not until the vessel had been safely
docked that order was restored.

Manager Stockett, of the Western
Fuel company has received advices from
San Franciseo to the effect that the
company’s offices -were destroyed, but
the bunkers were unharmed. A steamer
will probably arrive here tomorrow to re-
lieve the coal congestion.

NOTES FRbM/~ COWICHAN.

Sympathy With San Francisco Suf-
: ferers—A , Prospecting Trip.

Duncan, April. 25.—A meeting was
held in the Agricultural -hall last
night to pass resolutions of sympathy
and help to the unfortunate people of
California. Mr. J. N. Evans, M.P.P;,
was voted into the chair, and Mr. Nor-
cross secretary. The Rev. Mr. Leakey
read & prayer, and the chairman, in
feeling words, introduced a resolution
of . sympathy from the Cowichan peo-
ple to the citizens of California in the
great calamity which” has Dbefallen
them.

Rev. Mr. Leakey seconded this re-
solution, which was carried unani-
mously, and the secretary was'in-
structed to forward it to the Governor
of California. The Reeve, Mr. H.
Davie, moved a resolution that the
district be canvassed for subscrip-
tions, After much discusion the reso-
lution was amended and finally read
thus: “That a committee be appoint-
ed to appeal to the residents of.this
district through our local paper for
the purpose of raising funds for the
relief of the San Francisco sufferers,
and that all monies so raised be for-
warded to MY. Hanam, manager of the
Bank of British North America, Dun-
can, who has Kkindly consented to act
as, treasurer.”

This resolution was carrieé unani-
mously, .and the meeting ended with
the National Anthem. A subscription
Tist was liberally started there and
then.

Messrs. C. H. Dickie, A. Wood, and
Mr. Harry Smith, poprietors of the
‘Cowichan Leader,” have gone on a

prospecting . trip te .the. mountains.

K- HERDIC TAID

1

Yo campi=i

—- b

With Guncotton Cut.Wide Swath
at Beautiful Van Ness
Avenue.. .

San Francisco, April 25.—Three;
heroes saved San Francisco—what is
left of it. They were the dynamite
squad that threw back the fire at Van
Ness avenue.

‘When the city seemed doomed, Ad-
miral McCalla -sent a trio of ‘his most
trusted men from Mare lsland- with
orders to .check. the conflagration at
any cost of life or property.

With them they brought.a ton.and
a half of gun cottor. :

baptain MacBride wa$. in charge f
the squad. Chief Gunner Adamson
placed the charges and the-third gun-
ner set them off. The thunderous de-
tonations to which: the terrified city
listened all .that dreadful Friday night
meant the salvation wof 300,000 lives.

A million dollars’” worth of property,
noble residences and worthless shacks,
were blown to drifting dust, but that
destruction broke the fire and sent the
raging flames back over their own
charred 'path!

Blow Up Spreckels’ Residence.

The whole- east side of Van Ness
avenue, from Golden Gate to Green-
wich, was dynamited . a biock deep,
though most of the structures stood
untouched by spark- or.cinder. Not
one  charge  failed. Not one building
stood upon its foundation. 3

Van Ness avenue is flat as the earth
on the east side. “Bveéry pound:ofigun-
cotton did its work. %

From Golden Gate avenue north the
fire. crossed the wide street. in: but
one place. That was the Claus Sprec-
kels’ place, on .the,corner of Califor-
nia‘ street:? | There ‘'thé flames were
writhing up. the walls before the dyna-
miters could reach it.

Yét they made - their way to the
foundations, carrying their explosives
despite the furnace-like heat.

The charge had to be placed so
‘swiftly and the fuse-lighted in such
a. hurry that, the explosion. was not
quite ‘successful from the trained view-
point of the gunners. 4

But though the walls still stood, it
was only an.-empty victory for the
fire, as bare brick and-'smoking ruins
are’poor food .for flames.

Captain . MacBride’s ~’dynamiting
sqbiad realized that a stand-was hope-
less except on: Van Ness avénue. They
could- have forced their —explosives
farther in ‘the burning section, but not
a pound of guncotton eould be or was
wasted. - The ruined block that met
the wide thoroughfdre formed a trench
through the. clustered structures that
the conflagration, wild asg it was, could
not leap. & b ;

Engines pumping brine through Fort
Mason from the.bay, completed the
little work that the guncotton had left,
but for three dayd the haggard-eyed
firemen guarded the flickering ruins.

The desolate waste straight through
the heart of the city is a mute witness
to the most heroicand “effective work
of ‘the -whole calamity. 5

Three men did this, and when their
work was over and what stood of the
eity rested quietly for the first time,
they departed as 1thodestly as they
had come. They were-ordered to save
San Franciseo, and 'they obeyed -ar=
ders:. ; X

Captain MacBride and' his two gun-
ners made -history” on- that dreadful

night.

-

DISGUSSING HOW 10
SPEND. THE. MONEY

Authorities at San Francisco Puz
zled How to Use Great
Relief Fund.

SUPPLIES ARE STILL POURING IN

Conditions in_Hospitals Much
Improved---Less Number
of Patients.

San Francisco, April 26.—What to
do with the immense amount of money
th_at has been contributed to the relief
0of San Francisco’s  homeless was the
question that received earnest consid-
eration by all those now engaged in
this all important work. So many in-
quiries: had come to the heads of -the
various departments, cfwil and military,
ali asking how and by whom the money
so generously contributed would be ex-
pended, ‘that ‘the Associated Press was
asked-to communicate. te the country at
large the plan for, disbursing these
funds and the assiirance that every dol-
lar would be put to the use for which
it was intended. While the complete
details of disbursing -and accounting for
the immense sum of money already con-
tributed have not been formulated, they
have been «thoroughly discussed in com-
mittee: and may be briefly stated as fol-
lows: = All expenditures will be author-
ized by the finance committee of the
Citizens Relief and Red. Cross funds.
The members of this committee are rep-
resentative bankers, business men and
jurisfs of San Francisco, and Dr. Devine
of the 2

National Red Cross Society.

This committee will audit all accounts
and make a-detailed report to the war
department where a final audit and
statement will be.made.

At noon today the, distribution of food
to. the city of San Francisco was for-
mally turned over to the United States
army, which will act undér the system
already described. Under this system,
many of the abuses that have prevailed
in the giving out of supplies by the var-
ious local and outside relief organiza-
tions, each of which has acted indepen-
dently of all othets, wil be discontinued
and the direction of 'the stations will be

_centralized in the depot of the quarter-
‘master of the United States- army, at

tliis post, Major Deévol. The jmpres-
sion, ‘which seems to have prevailed in
New York, Washington and other east-
erii cities, that there was friction over
the matter of concentrating and distrib-
uting Red Cross -supplies, was correct-
ed today by Dr..Edward T. Devine, gen-
eral agent of- the Red Cross society, Wh_o
notified the proper persons in these ci-
ties that absolufe harmouy prevailed and
that the.work, was, being .carried on to
1hp JANEIERL S ot Lo

o0 - Satisfachion. of, Everybody.

| He; felt. that itvas but just, to. all those

cities in the fSast.and elsewhéere that
have contributed %o liberally to the re-
lief fund, to be kept posted as to what
disposition is being made of their sup-
plies. . He wished it to be khown -that
the Red Cross work. had bden carried
out in a most satisfactory nlanner and
that the transfer of all its supplies now
on hand will be made without the slight-
est: confusion. Dr. Devine expressed the
opinion that the perishable goods and
more supplies of a substantial character
should be sent here. Owing to the lack
of" transportation facilities during the
first few days of the emcitement follow-
ing the fires, large quantities of fruits
and other perishable goods were unfit for
use when they arrived here. ’

These conditions have been changed
in the last few days, however, and to-
day more than ‘300 teams were placed
at the disposal’ of Dr. Devine and his
army of assistants. The

Reports from the Large Hospitals
at the Presidio and at Golden Gate park
today showed that the number of pa-
tients is less ‘than yesterday. At the
general hospitaliin ‘the Presidio, there
were bb0. patients today, which is 200
less than . yesterday. The decrease is
probably due to the fact that the privi-
ege of free ‘transportation over the
railroads to any part of the state ex-
pired .at,K noon today and many of the
patients who were suffering from minor
injures and complaints left the hospital
in time t? take advantage of the gen-
erosity of' the railroads.

A . statemeny by Dr. James Wood,
president of the board of health, made
to the Associated. Press, today, showed
that there ave now 30 hospitals in use
all the smaller institutions ‘established
during the  confusien of  the first. few
days following the fire, having been
abolished .and the patients removed to
the.  larger estahlishments.” °

Tuberculosis hospitals have been es-
tablished separately from the others.

Japan’s  Generosity.

Tokio, April 26.—The Mikado has
donated $200,000 for the relief of the
San Francisco fire sufferers. The lead-
ing business men of Tokio and Osaka
have -contributed a like sum. It is ex-
pected that the hospital ship Kusuho,
formerly the Russian ship Orel, will sail
for San Franeisco within a few days.

OTTAWA FEMRS FOR
SHFET OF VICTOR

Free Press Says City Is Too
Near That Terrible Volcano
Mount Rainier.

‘With the usual lack of knowledge of
the West which is seemingly common
in the East, the Ottawa Free Press
tells its readers that .Victoria and
Vancouver are in danger of destruc-
tion by the volcanic eruptions at
Mount Rainier or - Tacoma (readers
may choose the Seattle or Tacoma
name). The erudite editor of the Ot-
tawa Free Press writes in the editor-
ial columns of/ that paper on April
20th: ;

“The -cause of the earthquake has
not yet been decided. For years, how-
ever, the mountains of the -Pacific
coast have been described as volcanic
in their ‘nature, but little attention
was paid to these statements until
convulsions like those of the past few
weeks "in which 'Mount Rainier, <the
famous peak of Washington Territory,
began to show signs of joining in the

‘ Ranier;  béing in plain view from Van-

Inner Earth lnsurrection
which Vesuvius has led, and brought
out realities. - Mount Shasta in North-
ern California is also an old volcano
which: tourists visit ~while . going
through the mountainous district. ° If
it proves trie’that the prospectors on
the slopes’'df Mount Rainier -were war-
ranted in retreating betause- of ‘signs
of volcanic activity it may prove that
an area of disturbance is opening up
after a number of centuries. Mount

couver and Victoria, ' the = safety of
these. two Canadian . cities might, in
that event, be endangered.” .

The hardy. annual.of the.hard-work-
ing “news” purveyors of BSeattle and
Tacoma :regarding.. the mountain
whose name ‘is .a bone. of .contention
between the two_cities, .also o¢casion-
ed an ‘editorial note ‘in the San Fran-
cihsco Chronicle of April 18th, the

Morning of the -Disaster,

and the last issue of the paper for|
some time to come. This note read:

“The periodical yarn about Mount |
Rainier, being in plain view from, Van- |
evidence. Enterprising Washington
begrudges effete Italy her monopoly
of spectacular volcanoes, and is try-
ing to persuade the outside world that
she is in the same line of show busi-
ness. There may be some doubt about
Rainier rivaling Vesuvius, but there
is none whatéver that Washington is
a safer place for a big volcano to erupt
than populous Naples.” 2

As to Mount “Tacoma.”

The Tacoma chamber of commerce
has started on the track of the lie
which was given such credence in the
east that an Ottawa paper began -to
worry for the Canadian Pacific sea-
board, and the followfng |telegram
was sent to New York: %

: i “Tacoma, April 24.
“Melville E. Stone, General Manager

Associated Press:

“The widely published report that
Mount. Tacoma, has been in eruption and
the statements of Professor Henry. J.
Cox, in charge of the United States |
wedther bureau at Chicago, and Prof.
W. J. Holland ,of the Carnegie Insti-
tute of Pittsburg, to the ‘effect that
the recent activity of Mount Tacoma,
near Tacoma, Washington, may have
had something to do with the recent
earthquake in San Francisco, call for
an emphatic denial through the As-
sociated Press.

“Mount Tacoma is an extinct vol-
cano covered with snow and ice for
fully 7000. feet from its summit, in
many places hundreds of feet thick,
which was undoubtedly an active vol-
cano some millions of years ago. It
has been as dead as an Egyptian
mummy for thousands of years, if
geological investigations and the con-
clusions of scientists are reliable. The
only thing that a human being has
ever beheld in the least resembling an
eruption are clouds of snow, driven at
times by the wind in such gusts as to
make credulous people believe that
they have seen a tiny stream of steam
issuing from the location of the cra-
ter. The reports which have been
given circuldtion are utterly without
foundation and absolutely ridiculous.

3 “L. W. PRATT,
“Secretary Tacoma Chamber’ of Com-
merce.” > ‘

GOE0S: SLAND ATRACTS
TREAGURE SEEKERS ST

Admiral Palliser, Who Made Two
Searches, Foretells Failure

for Latest Adventurers.
N

Londony April 25.—Admiral Palliser,
formerly in ¢ommand of the British
squadron at Esquimalt, announces that
he will have nothing to do 'with the
new treasure-hunting expedition to Cocos
isiand, which it is reported is being fit-
ted out in America. The admiral, who
accompanied Karl Fitzwilliams ‘on his
expedition, in the Veronique, probably
knows more about the location of this
famous treasure than any other living
man, and he does not hesitate to an-
nounce that this searching party is
doomed to failure from the outset.

Admiral Palliser is explaining the

situation said: “In the first place, the
chart possessed by the party is undoubt-
edly false. 1t is only one of many which
were sold to *easure-seekers some”
years ago. Then* when the island is
reached—and that will be in the rainy
seagon—it is almost certain that the
treasure-seekers will not be allowed to
work, for a syndicate, of which it is
reported Harold Grey, Mr. Montmorency
and, Captain Kennedy ,are the principals
holds a concession from the Costa Rica
government for exploiting the whole isl-
and, and until it gives this up, no one
else can work there, This syndicate has
been working the island for the last two
years without success.”
_ “It was mainly. on account of the ex-
istence of this concession that Har!
Fitzwilliams’ expedition * failed. The
earl’'s party found it impossible to in-
terfere with the syndicate, and could
only work by its consent in certain parts
of theisland. 'There is absolutely mo
diubt that fwo great treasure hoards
are hidden on the island. One, a pirate
treasure, is valued at between $30,000,-
000 and $60,000,000, and the other,
known as Keating's treasure, is said
to be worth $15,000,000. The ' former
consisted of masses of gold and silver
ornaments and Secotch ingots. They
were originally seized by the Spanish
in Mexico and Peru, and were being car-
ried away in Spanish galleons when 'a
notorious pirate, «Captain Don Pedro
Bonita, attacked and captured the ves-
sels and concealed their freight in a se-
cret cave in Cocos island.”

“Keating’s treasure was obtained in
much the same way. The Spaniards,
who.were being driven out of Peru, col-
lected all of their valyables in Lima and
placed - them for safety on the British
steamer Mary Dier. The captain and
crew being overcome at the sight of so
much gold and silver, murdered those
iu charge and- sailed to Cocos island
where they also hid their vast treasures.’
Retribution . followed swiftly, however,
for a Spanish ‘warship went in pursuit,
and finding them at the island, executed
seventeen of the crew. The Spaniards
never found thé treasure, and the cap-
tain of the Mary Dier, escaping to Can-
ada, handed over the secret of the hid-
ing place before his death to Captain
Keating, of Nova Scotiz, Keating twice
visited the island, and on each: occa-
sion rettirned home with $10.000 worth
of gold. “This treasure was also seen hy
a man who was afterwards killed in the
Chilean® war.”

“Theé séarch for these two treasures
has now been going on for between sev-
enty and eighty years, and the only hope
for their recovery is the work of an ex-
pedition fitted out with all of the nee-
essary appliances and men, such as Lord
Fitzwilliam’s expedition, and guided by
those who have some actual knowledge

! moment and' then arose, the priests¢
chanting to the fallen Joss, while the

GAZETTE NOTICES.

The Provincial Gazette issued yester-
day contains a notice from the Can-
adian Gazette relative to the duty for
entry of seal skins on the Falkland ls:-
ands. . This consists of a communica-
tion from Lord Elgia to Earl Grey. Tt
is set forth that arising out of the cor-
respondence dating previous to 1904, thas
the governor of the colony of the Falk-
land islands gives notice that the duty
on sealskins entering the island for
transhipment or expert has been reduced
from tean shillings a skin to one shilling.

Notice is given that J. R. Saunders,
of Esquimalt, and Leonard Tait, of Viec-
toria, have been appointed J. P’s. !

Jas. McKen, of Barkerville, has been |
appointed government agent in succes- |
sion to Mr. Bowron, resigned.

The following companies have been
incorporated: Perfection Cement Block
company, with a capital of $15,000;
Okanagan Nursery company, capital-
ized at $50,000; Canada’ Western Oil
company, with a capital stock of $500,-
000; the North American Land & Lum-
ber company, with a capital of $500,-
000; Dominion Biscuit company, cap-
italized at $100.000; Vancouver Automo-
bile & Cycle company, with a capital
stock of $50,000.

The following extra provincial com-
panies have been given licenses to carry
o business in the province:

Hollands Gold-Coppér Mining com-
pany, of Spokane, with W. C. Lyall, ot
Princeton, as attorney for the province.

anadian Fire Insurance company, of
Winnipeg, with C. H. Macauley, of Van-
couver, as attorney for the province.

The Reward Goid & Silver Mining
company, of Watertown, South. Dakota,
with John Morton, of Kerguson, as at-
torney for British Columbia.

OFFER 4055 FOOD
W SLENT PRAER

Chinese Display Their Faith in
Image of Heaven and Fear
of the Devil.

San Francisco, April 26th.—With Gn-
wavering faith in the image of Hea-
ven, twenty Chinese gathered in one
desolate spot of the ruins of China-
town this morning and worshipped in
full compliance with the rites of their
religion. - In the ashes of their temple
they knelt and silently offered their
prayers.

Prostrate in the smouldering wreck-
age before them was the charred trunk
of the graven image that once held
the altar in the temple of Shaie Tal.
The fumes of fresh incensé and sacred
punks curled skyward, all the dainties
obtainable under the circumstances
were spread in propitiatory offering to
the devil that no offense to him might
bring a recurrence of the disaster.

No detail was overlooked by the
faithful ' Chinese, who pleaded for
mercy in behalf of the 35,000 of their
countrymen mpade homelesS by the
holocaust. 5

The: ruins of the Joss house were
soon - feund, and- a -little  digging .un-
covered the partly burned Joss. - At
first ‘sight of the blackened wooden,
image - the Chinese 'droppéd fo- their
knees. ‘They remained  silent for a

others spread out the offerings of food
'that had been brought. !
For an hour the Chinese remained
in worship and then, when they had
completed their appeal to the spirit of
tté burned Joss, they cautiously back-
ed from the sacred wreckage of the
temple and after one . final prayer,
muttered in unison,' returned to the
thousands of destitute Chinese in the
cities across the bay, The feast for
the devil was left beside the Joss.

LEGAL INTELLIGENCE.

(Full Court, at Vancouver.)
(Before the Chief Justice' and Justices
Irving and Duff.)

The case of Rich vs. Hanbury was
cgpeluded on Tuesday afternoon. Their

Lordships reserved decision. |
*  Re Bank of Hamilton Assessment

This was an -appeal by.the Bank of
Hamilton against. assessment -levied up-
on it by the Provincial government. Mr,
1. G. McPhillips, K.C., appeared for the
the bank, and Deputy Attorney General
Maclean for the Provincial Government.
[Decision was reserved. ;

Kondo, Kaniye and Ikezoya vs. C.P.R.

This was an appeal against a decision
of 'Mr. Justice, Morrison in October last
ordering the liberation of three Japanese
whose deportation to Japan . had been
previously ordered by the local: Domin-
jon medical authorities,on. the ground
that they were afflicted with, trachoma.
The three Japanese arrived in. the city
last September by the steamer Athenian
and after an examination by Drs. Bry-
done-Jack and R. E. McKechnie were
ordered to be deported, and:- were in-the
meantime imprisoned in ‘the ‘detention
shed. 'They appealed to Mr. Justice
Morrison and’after hearing the evidence
of Drs. Carroll and MecAlpine, .who said
that they were no longer afflicted with
trachoma, he ordered their release. Mr.
E. P. Davis, appearing for the C. P. R.
yesterday argued ‘that the decision’ of
the Dominion medical officers was final
and not subject to reversal by Courts of
Jaw. Mr. D. G. Macdonell, appearing
for the Japanese argued that the matter
had been very carefully gone into before
and Mr. Justice Morrison had given his
decision after due deliberation. - Their
Lordships reserved their decision.

Mitchell vs. Sinclair

This was a case about a ‘promisory
note, which originated in the Yukon.
The appeal was ‘from a decision ' of
Judge Henderson’ allowing the dgfend-
ant to' add third parties additional
against the payment. of money into-
Court. Mr. H. D. Hulme appeared for
Mitchell and Mr. G. A. Jenns for Sin-
clair. Their Lordships allowed the ap-
peal, ‘but it leaves the plaintiffs free to
sign judgment. .

= Richards vs. Woods.

This isa rather complicated case aris-
ing out.of the recent sale of the Strand
"Hotel by Mr. J. E. Woods. Woods first
purchasedithe hotel from Richards un-
des a mortgage, and when the hotel was
sold by Mr. Woods to Mr. Shaw, Rich-
ards secured from Mr. Justice Morrison
an attaching order or garnishee for $6,-
295 for certain licensing privileges which
were alleged to have gone with the hotel
Mr. BE. P. Davis, K.C., represents the
appellant Woods,»and Mr. J. E. Bird
appeared for the plaintiff respondent
Richards. Mr. Davis appealed -on the
ground that an order could not attach
under the statute unless the amouant
garnisheed had been first ascertained
according to the requirements of the law
Decision was reserved.

When the Court meets this morning
“In re Bisette? will be the first case
taken up and it will be followed by You-

present figure.

PROBING
BIG SGANDAL

Opposition Determined to Get to
Bottom of Atlantic Trading
Co’s Contract.

'BRISK DEBATE IN COMONS

Liberals Hold a Caucus on ths
Lord’s Day Bill Which Is
, - Endangered.

\

TTAWA, April 26.—The debar
on the North Atlantic Tradi
Company’s contract occupied tho

house all the day. Crawford and Guuy
took up the afternoon, then ™McLea,
(Lunenburg) spoke for two hours in
fence of the contract with the Trading
Company and then Fowler, of Kings,
took the floor and made matterslively
for an hour, He defended Foster from
the attacks made upon him by Duncan
Ross and Burtea. - He charged
prime minister with being respousible
for lowering the wne wof the debate in
the house. If he had neld up his hand
he could have stopped the slander
fications. Instead of that he sat placi
in his place and encouraged it and tl
openly congratulated men who resor
to it. ‘Why was this? Because
Wilfrid Laurier was drunk with th
solence of power, He was so flat
with the adulation of his followers:

the serville press that he could not bear
to hear the truth. To McLean’s conten-
tion that there miust be give and take
in a contract of this kind Fowler evokel
great Conservative cheering by remark-
ing “Yes, all give on the part of tle
government all take on the part of the
company.” Where, he asked, was Nil-
ton? Let the government produce lum
within ten days and the oppositiou
would consent to the debate standing
over until he could be in the louse,
This was a matter which needed Sifton
and the opposition was determiuned (o
probe it to the bottom (cheers und
laughter). The debate was adjourncd
until Tuesday.

Lord’'s Day Bill.
committees were cancelled this
morning. The Liberals had a lengthy
Caucus. <Considerable discussion occur-
ring on matters which had recently beeu
betore - the house. The primary object
of the gathering was to discuss the
TLord’s Day Bill which, although pr-
moted by the Lord’s Day Alliance, has
ibeen fathered by the government and
jntroduced as a ministerial sncasure, 1t
is realized: thatsthre /bill gan not pass
its. present shape. The Quebec mecumbery

jally -are up in arms against it
The measure will either be withdavu
or else be .so emasculated that the Al
liance will mot be able to recognize it
It was decided to have another caucis
when the special committee gets throus!
with the bill. A majority of the caw
cus agreed to support tae bill, to abol
ish .the statutory pensions to ex minis-
ters, «substituting: therefore the Inglish
custom of reguiring a personal applicu-
tion. -The indemnity question wuas left
an open one. but judging from the ton:
of the meeting it will remain at the
Mr: Campbell presided.

The Relief Fund.

Hon. Mz. Fielding presented to the
tiouse a communication from Sir Morti-
mer Durand at Washington regarding
the proposed vote of ‘a hundred thousand
dollars for the relief of the San Iran-
cisco sufferers ® as follows:. “United
State’s government requests-me to con-
vey to the Canadian government an cx-
pression of the deepest gratitude for
the munificent contribution which the
(anadian government have proff ered for
the relief of the distressed citizens of
Sin « Prancisco. They feel sure thal
the Canadian govermment = will under-
stand that they appreciate it mno less
highly because of the conclusion whicl
the . government of 'the United States
has reached that outside help will e
unnecessary.”’

In consequence of this Mr. Fielding
said the house 'would be asked to com-
plete -the vote and simply let it staml
g0 that if the  United States shoull
change their view the money would be
available. .

A despateh from Herschell Island vid
Tort MacPherson dated March 10th,
gays the crews of the five American
whalers there are on short rations aml
it ‘will be necessary to send relief soon.

It is.veported that W. F. Tye lalo
chief ‘engineer of the C. P. R., will be
appointed chairman of the new har=
bor commission at Montreal.

Invitation to' Canada.

Hon. Frederick Borden had a bad
quarter of an hour mollifying the Que-
bec members, who complained of too
great expenditure upon the militia ser-
vice. :

The senate today unanimously
proved. of a resolution to invite their
majesties to visit Canada. The reso-
lution was moved by Senator Scotl
and seconded by Senator Loughecd,
the .new leader of the opposition.
Senator Lougheed remarked that he
king had evinced the greatest int
est in Canada, and had appreciated its
value as a part of the empire. He¢
was sorry he could not say so much
for the king’s ddvisers. They hadl
treated this part of the empire with &
good deal of indifference. Not &
British premier had ever visited Can-
ada, not a ¢abinet minister had como
to Canagda. while holding office. There
had never been any concerted effort
on the part of the British government
to develop this part of the empirc
They had never attempted in any way
to divert to- Canada British immi-
grants and British capital which was
flowing to the states and which had
been "a great agency in the building
up that country. If British statesmel
had done something to turn the tide
of men - and money to Canada, 1h°
Dominion would today be a far mor
powerful factor in the empire. 3

Senator Maedonald, of British ¢ ol-
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International Cleric lordshii

iBishop Perrin, addre Inter
tional Clericus, being held at Seattle §
terday morning; Rev. Canon Bean!

of Victoria, read a paper on Dearnict
“Parson’s Handbook,” and Rev. R. €0
nell, of Cedar Hill, read a paper 0n_ rhe
History of the Church Mission Soc¢

‘A public reception was held last

at Trinity church, Seattle.

of the hiding places.”

dall vs. Toronto Lumber Company.
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