“gquation of personal ‘suffering” which

‘accuse us of being eager, for a greater
'hargin of .profit .upon our wyhent, to
| make the conditions of life still harder

for these poor folk. ‘

TUESDAY, NOVEMBBR 17, 1908.

While in reality
we wish, through their incorporat.ion in
a moble and self-supporting Empire, to
bring to their tragical exigtences some-
thing of the hope and buoyancy, soni:e-
thing of the opportunies that inspire
our owi.
i

THE WEATHBR.

There are some who think it is a 1:iort
of tempting providence to say 'anﬂth el:
about the weather. There n:re_o‘
who maintain that jtis a '.patru')tx‘c .uw
never to publish anything anul'l(::ltl's-
about Viectoria weather. The .on'ed‘a.t. (x:
tude is superstition, the 'other is i ‘mhli i:
We are neither superstitious mor 1dl
and we simply voice the unani-
saying that the
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otie e
sentiment ¥ t
:‘]::tsl;er under which we are suf.'ferxbnlg
in this city at present is as ?bomma e
as it is unusual. As 2 gram_o! c:x:s
fort, however, we can assure our reade ;
that ours is not by any means a m.nqulf
experience.  ‘This fall has proved‘xtstt;1 -
in many ways, and.in_all places in
northern hemisphere at 1east: an unto-
ERSON: - ward season. We learn that In .L?ndon,
T 2 ALREQDWE'ATIQN OF which, in this case may be consld:;ec.:
‘ UL ; ,typical of the whole of England, tha

no such rainfall as has oceurred tl}xs
vear has been previously known to his-
1 A continuous record has begn
1858. [Muring the forty-six

| The extent to which Mr, Chamber-
lain is going straight to the heart Df;tory.
the British workingman is giving Se-! pept since =
rious alarm to the school of doctriuairefyears, only in six years has a recon;i
politicians which is opposing him. TWe'of thirty inches of rain been exceesde‘ 3
confess to having been very much im-|and of these the wettest was 1878, in
pressed by his use of the phrase which which 84.08 inches qf rain fell. Up to
is the title of this article. 'We were iOctober 27th the rainfall for 1903 has
the more impressed because his point:. gmounted to 34.61 inches, so ‘the .record
of view was a purely British point of: has already been broken. It Is Dot
view, and one that is not, and could not known how much rain may fall between
be, a Canadian point of view for many, the 27th of October and the ‘end of
long years to come. ‘We are accustom-|the year, but it is almost c?rtan? that
ed io advocate protection as a means of | ‘London, for the first time in history,
establishing and promoting new indus-‘wm have been subjected to a yard of;
tries for the supply of the Canadianirain in a single year. Of course the
market. The displacement of industry|prize idiot has appeared in the London
is a problem which hardly affects us;;press finding a cause to account'for
and it certainly does not affect us injthe unwonted humidity. : Of all tl.nugs
the same way as it affects the skilled|in the world it is ascribed to Signor
British mechanic. T1f an industry is ‘Marconi’s experiments. A correspond-
killed in Canada, it is merely trans-;ent of the London OChronicle .gravely
ferred to the United States, and our| writes, and the London Chronicle as
skilled workers in it, go with it acress gravely publishes that, “we know, in-
the border. This‘is a grievous national, deed very. little about the nature. a.ud
loss, but it involves no “personal equa-|correiation of the ether or of electncn'y.
tion of suffering” such as accompanies'But we know that thunderstor.n}s—dxs-.
a similar phenomenon in ‘Great Britain.!turbances of the electrical conditions of
In Great Britain there are twelve mil-' the atmosphere—are usually' acoom-
lions of people dwelling wolfishly on the:panied and followed by torrential down-
confines of starvation. HEvery skilled: pours, and often by a more or less pro:
industry, killed by foreign competition'longed ‘“break-up of the fine weather,
reduces the mechanies of that industry'as is the saying. We know, also, that
to_the ranks of those twelve millions of  lightning rods are used with much ef-
casual workers. They cannot get away.|fect in France for warding off hail-
@t is that which makes the problem so|storms, which they do, apparently, by
sinister, so gloomy, and so tragic in,Teducing the local tension of the atmos-
Great Britain. The free traders reckDheric electricity. From these facts }t
nothing of all this. They say with{appears not impossible that the chronic
calm" assurance, that if foreigners learn,thunderstorms—even if not quite on the

toitch us, however, is that the free trad:|
lers, who view with complacency thel:

the transference of  industry involves,|

the general business condition of Brit-
ish .iColumbia has gone from bad to
worse.” This is a ridiculously untrue
statement of fact. Bradstreets says of
British (Columbia: *“At Viectoria, .'Van-
couver and other Pacfic Coast distribut-
ing points business is reported as good

a good thi . If it
| were not 80, there would be no co-
hesion possible in. human society,, It
we _admit so much, however, we‘need
not go further and admit the Tela-
tive strength of the two forees alluded
to, as asse - by Harper's Weekly.
The ioumi paraphrase of its remarks
could have been fsaid, and was said,
over and over again in different circum-
stances: “Ome cannot fail to be struck
by the fitet that in this passionate at-

for this season. FPayments are xene:al-
ly more satisfactory than in previous
years at this time. The fact that the
receipts of city taxes in Vancouver were
largely ahead of any other years as re-
eently reported, ‘and bank clearings in
the two cities are showing substantial
increase are proof of the more pros-
perous conditions of business.” [During
the last week the bank clearings for
the Mainland of British Columbia in-
creased 29.5 per cent and those of Van-
couver island 35.5 per cent. Productive
activity in British Columbia was never
80 great as it is just now; and no.t
only does industrial peace reign, but‘ it
gives every indication of continuing
without serious interruption for a long
time to come. [Driven from the consid-
eration, of actual achievement in the
province, these detractors of our good
name fall back on the general accusa-
tion that capital is not coming into the
country.. [t is perhaps true that capital
has. not been coming into the province
“on spec” to the same extent during the
the last few years as during a previous
period. But the cause of that has had
nothing to do with the laws or politics
of the country. ‘We have never seen
the time in the provinte, when a mine
from which metal could be produced at
a profit, or a timber limit from which
logs could be produced at a profit, or
any other profitable undertaking would
not. fetch its full value. Yet, if the
laws ‘and politics of the country were
hopelessly rotten, not speculative under-
takings would suffer, but actually pro-
ductive undertakings would suffer as
well.  Even if we regard speculative

capital, we do not know ‘that the new*

goid camps of Camborne and Poplar
Creek have been discriminated against
by speculative c‘apital to any large ex-
tent, because they happened to be within
the coufines of British Columbia. There
has -not been any greater lack of en-
ergy to explore them, or money to de-
velop them, because they happened to be
in British Columbia, than there would
have been had they happened to be
somewhere else. It is true that specula-
tive capital has been restricted in its
tiww westwards by the enormous in-
ducements offered to speculators by the
industrial boom in the East. British
[Columbia has, in common with other
places, been affected by that restric-
tion, but not to any greater extent on

tachment of the several states to the
functions . of independent sovereignty,
we have a force making for separa-
! tion, much stronger and deeper than
| the forces of union foreshadowed by
{Mr, Abraham Lincoln, supposing what
is by no means certain, that the pres-
ent candidate for the presidency ever
.lives to see the final struggles of his
policy.” Or again a wider paraphrase
might have "been mnde, ard we have
no doubt was made in yet different cir-
{cumstances: “One cannot fail to be
.struck tby the fact that in this passion-
iate attachment to the fuperons of in-
dependent  sovereignty, and absorp-
ition in loeal affairs, in the various Ger-
‘man kingdoms and principalities,  we
have a force making for separation
muoh} stronger and deeper than the
vague sentiment of attachment to the
Fatherland, now being exploited by the
.military vower of Prussia in the hope
;of founding an Emplire, coupled though"
/it be with the mercenary attraction of
‘m wholly impracticable Zollverein.”
That is, we take it exactly similar lan-
‘«tzv_vs:r:e annlied to ecircumstances not
widely different. - Yet we know that the
union force, both in the United States
and in Germanv, proved an immensely
stronger force than the senaration force,
although both countries have grown so
great in manifest consonance with des-
jtinv. that we are apt to forget the
crisis of their birth., We know fur-
.ther that it was a force exerted along
lines exactly parallel to those along
vjhiah Mr. Chamberlain is striving to
direct the.energies of the British people.
Why then. need we naccent the pessi-
mism of . Harper's Weekly? “Are we
to fail where the United States and the
Fermqn Emnire succeeded? Never, un-
less the spirit of the race is dead. Is
there not everv groand for supposing
that a force which. in so short a time.
.‘has made such mighty world powers
out of Germany and the United States
;would. annlied to the scatterad elements
i of the British Empire, triumph over
{the forces of disintegration, increase the
i lustre of the Empire, and guarantee its
| permanence for centuries.

Sl L iy e Y
A FAIR PROPOSAL.

If we were to take up the line of
ipermitting the Times to say evantlv
what it pleased on ‘the politieal
|eitnation  hafore  the Vanconver elee-
,tion, withowt comment or contradiction on
the understanding thot it was to keep
{strict silence afterwards, wonld not that
.be a fair proposal? What we mean is
ithis: Tt avrgrnes now that events have
‘hannened <inee the weneral  election
which would justify the electors in re-
vorsing the verdiet they then gave. We
!diﬁ"‘pv "e to the sienificance of these
revents it is true. But that is not the
point. The Times assorts them to have
feneh and sneh a significance. Now, in
what way can it vindicate such an as-
sertion aveept by having a majority
of the electors to agree with it. The par-
ticular appeal is to the electors of Van-

s

It} the new govérnment and is extending
t{ moral ﬂﬂp%?"zm

account of local political conditions, ex- CONver. unon the endorsement of one of

5 st o | theit representatives who thas consent-
cept indeed where the cry of “stinking eq ts enter the government which, ac-
fish” raised by disappointed political jcording to the Times, has transformed
agitators has antagonized outside senti- gﬂ“’ "”“";‘d”r"t'e. 0; thtph country into dis};
: 5 RS s < . |approval is for the pnrnose of sue
ment. <.0ur opinion is thgt.the dxmmq jan appeal that the valuable custom of
tion of industrial opportunities and prof- | ve-elaction nrevails. Now. all we ask

and protect a trade, it is for the benefit'
of Grear Britain that the skilled m&;
chanics of that trade, should be forced |
into trades in which they have no skill.
" Here -are some words of Mr. Chamber-
lain which are at once masterly and,
eloquent, and to us not less touching be-
cause they portray counditions to which
we are not subject, to which only those|
who are our blood and kin are subject:|
“‘But here is a curious contrast, a most!
impressive contrast. Twenty-five years
.ago Warrington alone, one single town
.alore, exported more wire than the
‘whole make of wire in Germany; and
wmow ‘Germany exports more wire than
¢he whole make of England. (Shame.)
All right but why ‘shame’? (Laughter
and cheers.) If there are any foreign
members of the 1Cobden Club here
laughter), you will shock them very
much indeed. They say, “‘What do you
complain of? You have cheap ifood.
What do you complain of? They say,
‘You have these things, this wire, this
glass, these watches; you have them
very cheap.” You say, ‘But we have no
mouey to buy them with.” (Cheers and|
laughter.) Ah, I do not know what they
would say to that. 'They ought to say
that is the great glory of the doctrine
which you support. Now, another an-
swer which is made is, ‘What does it
matter? You have lost all those trades,
truly. You are losing others, but ghere
is something that remains. The men
who made watches are doing something
else’ Yes, and what do they do? Hese
is a man who makes a watch. For that
lie requires a fineness of touch that oft-
en is liereditary, which can only be ob-
tained after years of work, obtained
only in youth and unever obtained in
after life; and the moment the Watch:
trade ceases, or does not continue to’
employ the same number of workpeo-
ple, this man, who has acquired the
special gift that is worth mueh to him-
self and his family, has to throw it
away, to destroy it. He has to go and
act as a porter or a dock ldborer, or to
sweep thie streets, and if afterwards
we restore to him his trade he would be
no longer able to take advantage of it.
He is dropped into the ranks of the cas-
ual employee, dropped down into the
thirteen millions, -be they more or be
they less, who are always on the verge
of hunger. T say that the personal equa-
tion of suffering which all this transfer-
ence of trade involves is the sort of
thing which political economists never:
think of at all (hear, hear), and the
“Cobden IClub treats it as if it were of no
<consequence. It is, I say, of the wut-
most consequence. ‘Even if it could be
proved in the long run that the country
did not suffer in wealth that had been
transferred from one country to another,
still T should say, +when you ¢ount up
the families that have been reduced to
mistery, all the heart-burning, all the
suffering that has been caused by these
changes to the individual, when you
think of the honest men who have gone
to the workhouse and can never be
brought back again to the ranks of
continuous labor—when you think of all
these- things, then I say even if the
country were enriched, it would have
been dearly purchased. '(Hear, hear.)” ;
“That may not be eloguence according to!
Demosthenes, or Cicero, or Gladstone,
<or ‘even our dear dilettante, the Ear] of
Rosebery, but if it causes a thrill in our
hearts who are mot affected, how is it
likely to toucli these to whom its tragic
import is mnear at hand. What does

scale of nature—which are more or less
constantly raging at Poldhu, Cape
Breton, and other points on the iAtlan-
tie, may produce a notable effect on the
moisture of the atmosphere in those
regious. And, as the prevalent winds of
these latitudes are westerly, we ave the
ones to suffer by such disturbances. It
would be satisfactory if some of our em-
inent electricians or meteorologists
could give Tis an assurance that such
an effect could not be produced. Other-
wise, it might be necessary, in the in-
terests of the community, to request

{iSignor Marconi to desist from his exper-

iments, or at least to remove to some
place where deluges would be more wel-
come—Emperor Lebaudy’s realm of Ba-
hara, for instance. Even such a boon
as wireless telegraphy may be bought
too dear, if it means a continuance of
weather such as has prevailed for
many months—ever since, in fact, the
Poldhu experiments commenced.” The
only adequate comment upon such an
exhibition of childishness is “Jupiter
pluvius!” In what way has the human
race advanced from the Dark iAges in
which men found the explanation of re-
markable occurrences in the activity of
necromancers? The attitude of mind of
this correspondent of the Chronicle is
not remote from that which committed
witches and sorcerers to the stake. The
witch burners believed, and this corre-
spoudent believes in sorcery. The for-
mer expressed their Dbelief in aection.
The latter is content to write to the
newspapers, a modern equivalent for de-
terminate action.

ST A RO,
THE ADVERSITY CRY.

The opponents of the government are
already beginning to raise the adversity
cry. This is an old story. There ig no
doubt at all but that British Columbia
has been injuriously affected in credit
and reputation by the persistency with
which this cry has been raised during
the.last few years. We venture to say
that mote than half the injury has re-
sulted not from the politics of British
Columbia, but in the politics of Britjsh
Columbia; not from bad government,
but from the opposition of factions and
classes ever ready to defile their own
nest if they could not get their own
way. Everyone almost in the country,
who was out of power, or whose friends
‘were out of power, has immediately
raised the cry that the country was
going to the dogs. Can anybody be sur-
prised that an echo of this cry has come
‘back from abroad, which has injuriously
affected the country? In the eyes of
some, gold is not yeHow in ‘British Co-
lumbia, copper is not red, and silver
is not white, and coal is mot black.
Everything is green, colored from the
spectacles of political jealousy and dis-
appointed faction. It is said that under
some circumstances of chagrin and dis-
appointment a rattlesnake will fix its
fangs in its own body and sting itself
to death. The journalistic and fac-
tional rattlesnakes to whom we are
referring, fix their fangs in the country,
and abuse and vilify it because  their
own designs to profit at its expense have
been thwarted. ‘We are not referring to
the Liberal party, but to class and fac-
tional interests which would soon be at
war with the Liberal party if it ‘were
in power, who would squeeze ‘British
iColumbia like a sponge. for their own
advantage, and thwarted in doing so,
are ready to declare that the sponge is
dry. The kind of language in which

its in the East, will again drive capital
'West, ‘and that British 'Columbia, as
a country affording the greatest and
most varied opportunities, will receive a
great deal of attention. "The industrial
and economic pesition of British Co-
lumbia is perfectly sound. The political
condition of British {Columbia has very
little to do with the movements of cap-
ital or with industry, except in one con-
tingency, a contingency threatened by
the opposition to Mr. Wilson in Van-
couver, that namely, of neither party
being able to give the country a per-
manent and stable government. We
are not sufficiently idiotic to maintain
that growth of industry and an influx
of capital are entirely dependent upon
a (Conservative  administration, any
more than they are entirely dependent
on a Liberal administration. 'The one

hostile political circumstance we can see |
to the splendid outlook before British |

'Columbia at the present time, is that
neither party should be able to admin-
ister the affairs of the province, This
is a condition of affairs which the de-
feat of Mr. Wilson would assist in
bringing about, and therefore it is a

duty which transcends the limitations |

of partizanship. and to which we im-
agine the electors of Vancouver will
not be blind, to see that he is triumph-
antly returned.

o P Rt
INDEPENDENCE,

—

; Harpefr's ‘Weekly is an American pub-
hcatxor} w}nch discusses a wide range
gf topics in such a way as to provide
food Jfor thought to anyone capable of
thinking, The interpretation placed by
it upon Sir Wiltrid Laurer’s attitude
to the {British Empire, if not correct,
1s at least suggestive : “Sir Wiltrid
Laurier,” it says, “has for the third
time made clear in what light he views
the 1imperial conmection. He has al-
ready deqlared that Canada would as-
sert ‘hqr independence rather than give
up a single iota of her right to arrange
a1l fiseal and financial matters wholly
in her own interests. He has firmly
refused to let Canada be drawn into
the maelstrom of militarism; that T
Day a reasonable contribution towards
the total war bills of the Empire. He
tells us now, in connection with the
Alaskan award, that Canada should her-
self -have the treaty-making power, and.
that her interests are constantly saeri-
ficed, because she must present her
demands to Washington through the
British agbassador, avho is far more
preoccupied “yith establishing good re-
lations between England and the United
States than with gerving the interests
m’.vhe Dominion.  Should he earry his
Doint, and actually obfain the treaty-
“king power for Canada, it s difficnlt
to see in what way Canada would dif-
fer from anr independent sovereign stale,
except in the pageantry and form of
receiving an English Governor-General,
who exercises some of the funections of
rovalty, -and in the pernetnation of titles
such as that of Sir ‘Wilfrid himself, as
\vml""'(hnr'”v be done were (lanada a
republic. ‘One cannot fail to be struck
by the fact that in this growing desire
for one after ianother of the fune
tions of independent sovereignty we
have a force makine for separation,
much stronger and deeper than the
forces ‘of union foreshadowed by Mr.
Chamberlain, supposing what is by no
means certain, that the ex-colonial seer-
retary ever lives to see his schemes car-
v’lxv" intn effart.” Tha eane'naion of the
article is very interesting. Let us admit
that the force it alludes tn is in exist-
ence, whether the manifestations it
mentions are inspired-by it, or whethar
Sir Wilfrid T.aurier is an exponent of
it or mot. Certninly the gentlemen of-
the (apadion Clnb in Toronto. who
cheered to the echo the statement that
many of them wonjd see the great step
taken. which would lead to separation
and independeuce, are esponents. of
such a foree. . We may also.admit that
most individwals are more or less the

SR |

jis that if the appeal is made in vain.
‘the Times should cerce to talk about
lthe crimes of the McBride government.
tor at least invent new ofes to talk
about. - Surely, mnothing more reason-
able or moderate conld he requested of
anvone? This Vancouver election is an
nuqualifed jev to us. Pv taking up
ithe attitwde that the MeBride govern-
yment was wnrighteously in power, and
that the country was against it. after
the conntry had shown by oenlar demon-
stration that it was uot, the Liberal
marty wos inveigled inte an entirely
false position, of which this Vancouver
election is the result. There is not a
Liberal in Vaneruver whom the outer-
most thong of the party whip eannot
reach. who will vote for the I.iberal
candidate. Perhaps those whom it ean
reach are many in Vaucouver. We do
not doubt they are. But they are not
vl{ﬂrlr numerous enonugh to ecarry the
jLiheral candidate to  vietory. Most
Ipoliticians tnlk ahout the “country” and
(the “neonle” ‘hefore the “conntry” and
;er. “people” have given their verdict.
I Tt is reserved to the Britich C(olumbia
"T‘rxho"ﬁ’,e to eontinue to talk ahont the
| “eountry” and the “people” being with
:fzrem after they ‘have conclusivelvy shown
[that they are not. a habit which has
;Trv]" them into the difficulty of heing
|oblized to make a fight in a perfectly
{‘]:nnf‘.a«: constitnency.  We know nf no
iposition in which we would more eladly
isen the Tiberal party in British Colum-
ihia. The resnlt mav teach it some-
thing it should have known before.

Ve
FAILURES.

During the ten months from January
to O‘ctoi}wer. liabilities in~ bankruptey in
the Tinited States amonnted to $122.-
21’1_1.979, as. compared with a total of
$85,870,278 dnring the same period of
Iast vear. The significance of these
facts is not appreciated until we commn-
para the retnrns of the month of QOe-
itober with the month of October last
Year, and with the previous months of
|-this year. In Octoher of last year
‘ he liabilities were $8,961,154 as com-
ipared with $34,390,902 this year. While
i{in  September of this year they were
i» 499,586, The October liabilities are
more than double those of any previous
month of the year. The question is, of
course, whether the casualties in Oe-
tober have been due ro special and lo-
cal conditions, or whether they gre fore-
runners of widespread disaster. That
1s a question which is seriously exercis-
ing the minds of our neighbors, and is
being variously answered by them. In
‘Canada similar liahilities show a slieht
merease over the corresponding meonth
of last year, but mothing abmormal or
2t all  comparable to the somewhat
startling statisties with which the Unit-
ed States presents us.

S SR e SR S
PANAMA IN POLITICS.

It aprears that the great Democratie
narty of the United States, inspired by
the advocates of the Nicaraguna cana!
Tonte, snd the influences which do not
wish any canal constructed at all, is
ready to see all kinds of moral turnitude
in the relations between the United
States and the new government of
Panama. The facts are that the people
hling on a neck of land whose inter-
ests-were entirely distinet from the
pecnle wf Colombia, had these interests
exploited by the people of Colombia, to
the advantage of the peonle of Colomhia
and to their own great detriment. They
revolted and established a little govern-
ment of their own. Instead of permit-

ting a sanguin revolting strug-
e between decrepit Colombia :gd"tmny
‘agama, the United States recognized
su; toit. 'The reagon why
the Democratic party objeets to  this
action; of the United States is not be-
cause 4, liberty has been taken with in-
ternationallaw, if such a liberty has
been taken, but because anarchy on
the isthmus of Panama would have
indefinitely blocked the construction of
the Panama canal. Certainly Colom-
‘bia owned the isthmus of Panama, but
it did not own the people living upon
that isthmus and possessed mo moral
right whatever to exploit them. It may
be that a mnarrow legal view of the mat-
ter condemns the action of the United
States. But the interests of the peo-]
ple of Panamza, the interests of the
United States, the interests of civiliza-
tion, and the broad interests of justice
approve. ‘We maintain this position em-
phatieally. We do not take the attitude
that because the United States, or, we
should say, some mnewspapers and peo-
ple in the United States, advocate con-
tinued brigandage against the integrity
and independence of ‘Canada, it is our
business to make out that the govern-
ment of the United States is Tapacious
and immoral. Nor would we use the
language of politicians in the United
IStates against their government, as a
stick to beat that government on an
occasion on which it is our firm opin-
ion that it has acted -with prudence
and commendable despatch.

MBI
SCOATTERED MINISTERS.

Qur Ottawa correspondent yesterday
indulged in the somewhat cryptic
phrase, “Ministers are scattering to-
day.” It naturally arouses interest in
the meaning of this seatteration of the
cabinet. There is a wealth of meaning
in it. ‘When the ministers gather to-
gether again the date of the qu}lﬂ()n
elections will be fixed. The ministers
have gone ont on a voyage of political
discovery. They have been cooped up
in ‘Ottawa so long, that they have not
heen able to satisfy themselves whether
the alarmist seports occasionally brought
in are true or not. So they have scat-
tered to their various political bishop-
ricks to discover how the wind of pub-
lic opinion is blowing. ‘We do not envy
the ministers upon their errand. Some
men are congenitally incapable of esti-
mating public opinion, and no man can
under all circumstances guage it cor-
rectly. But men who are incapable of
estimating it at all seldom or never
rise to be cabinet ministers. Nor in the
secrecy of cabinet councils is there the
same necessity of bolstering up a failing
cause by a bold front. The ministers
will be entirely lacking in political per-
ception if they do mnot discover .that
the 'wind is blowing upon them in a
somewhat chilly fashion and that the
sun’ of popular favor is suffering eclipsg.
So far as the date of the elections is
concerned it is hardly conjecture to say
that the leaders of the Liberal party are
divided into three classes. The first, of
those considers an election had better
be brought off at once, because victory
is secure. The second of those comnsid-
ers an election had better be brought
off at once, because, although things are
not altogether favorable, they are mot
likely to improve. ‘While the third
thinks it should be delayed because the
sitnation is bad at present, but hopes
that something may turn up to improve.
This mission of the ministers will pretty
well eliminate the first class. No man
‘who studies the public opinion of Can-
ada in different parts at first hand, with
any intelligence can come to the con-
clusion that the next general elections
mean a certain victory for the Liberal
party. Therefore one result of this
mission will be to divide the leaders of
the 'Liberal party into two classes in-
stead of into three, those who wish
the election brought on, because things
will get worse instead of better, and
those who wish it delayed hbecause
things may improve.. Which of these
two parties will carry the day we do
not know, -but we sincerely hope it
will be the latter. A government on the
down grade «n popular estimation never
recovers lost ground. Just as if we
lose faith in, and become antagonistic
towards a man, we are apt to think that
all he does is wrong, even although
many of the things he does are right,
and many neutral; so when the people
lose confidence in a government, it can-
not please them, even in the inaugura-
tion of measures of wise policy. The
(Laurier government is on the down
grade, and the longer it delays before
appealing to the country the further
down it will slide.

—_

ONE TU. 8. VIEW.

‘We do not think a stronger argument
for Mr. ‘Chamberlain’s imperial policy
was ever penned than that contained in
the words of Mr. A. B. Cummins, Gov-
ernor of Iowa. He is warmly advocat-
ing a reciprocity treaty -with Canada:
“Joseph Chamberlain,” -he says, “sees
the future with a clearer vision than his
associates, and ere long his plan will
be the plan of the English administra-
tion. He knows that if England were
to impose a duty upon the agricultural
imports from the United States and per-
mit those same exports from :Canada to
enter free, and thereby induce Canada
to raise still higher her barriers against
the United States in manufactured arti-
cles. and lower still more the barriers
against the imports from England in
manufactured articles, he would at
once deprive the United States of its
best customer, promote the business of
the English manufacturer, and bind the
colony to the Mother ‘Country with
chains of enduring strength. ‘We must
thwart the designs of Great Britain,
and reciprocity is our most effective
weapon.” His idea is that before re-
ciprocal relations are established be-
tween Great Britain and 'Canada, the
United States should endeavor to es-
tablish reciprocal relations between Can-
ada and herself which would render a
closer commercial tie nwithin the Em-
pire impossible, It does not appear to
have entered into this sapient gentle-
man’s head that iCanadians are quite as
capable of clearly appreciating the issue
as he is himself and are prepared, if
hecessary-to make sacrifices for the Em-
pire, but under mo circumstances to
make a sacrifice of the ‘Empire.

SITUATIONS VACANT.

LEARN TELEGRAPHY AT HOMB—PBarn
from fifty to one huvdred and fifty dol-
lars per month. .Our system abhsolutely
most complete and np to date. Endorsed
bv leadine railroad officials. Situations
secured. Write for catalogune. Telegraph
Correspondence Institute, Box §S0, To-
ronto, Ont. 8 o153

POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK.

FOR SALE —Six homei-d Silver Laced
Wyandotte fowls. H. W. Bauloer,. 321t
Spring Tsland. “oig T

“I wonder If these grafters at Wash-
Ington are as~hlack as they are painted?”
“Don’t know, but -¥H bet, they’re not
ns white 0§ they are whitewashed.”—

Houston Post.

It holds the body. in

Cyrus H.

snort of externel forces: hoth in . their
Oopinions and actions. There are men

WOMEN USE THE
SENSIBLE BODY BRACE

THE NATURAL CURE

sale by

Government St pear Yates # Open Ak Night,
- Phones '423 and 450. ;

For

its natural position. Price $5.00.

'Bowes; Chemist. |
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INORDER 70 INTRODUGH

THE SEMI-WEEKLY GOLONIST

to new readers the paper will be sent to
any address in Canada, the United States,
or Great Britain and her Colonies, post-
age prepaid, from now until the end of 03

For 15c.

Or the COLONIST (Semi-Weekly) and
MAIL and EMPIRE, Toronto (Weekly)

For 25c.

For the same period of time. Send 25c
I coin, ‘stamps or mo ney order and see
how you like the Trial Trip. Address

SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT

& THE COLONIST, VITORI,B.C.
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Despite the Efforts
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Of the Combination to stop us getting our Xmas supplies we have received a finor
and larger stock thna ever. Just step right in and get your share of the holiday
spread at this wonderful store,

NEW WALNUTS, Ib.

NEW ALMONDS, Ib.

NEW MIXED NUTS, Ib.

NEW SEEDED RATSINS, 1 Ib. package..

NEW MIXED PEEL, 2-1 Ib. package

DIXI H. ROSS & CO.,

~ UNION STORE—THE ONLY STORH NOT IN THE COMBINE.
W e W ’Mﬁ‘ﬁ?ﬁﬁé\r‘%
DO lT NO The World is Sad Enough Without

Leaky Roofs, Use Good Roofing And
o ot o o Avoid That Trouble, ot o8 st ot

ELATERITE ROOFING

——NEVER WEARS OUT—
FOR SALE BY

The Hickman Tye Hardwars Ca,,

LIMITED.

32 and 34 Yates Street, Victoria, B. C.
Samples and Booklet mailed cn application.
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FRAE TOON 0’ GLASED!

We have just received a shipment of Toffies, Jams and Butter Scotch from
Stewart & Young, Glasgow.

Cash
Grocers

Sole Agents.

TR L TR D WZ
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25

15¢

Scotch: Toffie, in1lb, tima. .. ... . ...
Scotch Toffie, in }41b. tins................

Butter Scotch, Tartan Brand, per package........... ..0C
Batter Scotch, Campbell Brand, per package...............10¢
Raspberry and Strawberry Jam, 11b, tins..... i ot

Mowat & Wallace, The Leadine Grogers
| Cor. Yates and Douglas Sts.

THE CELEBRATED
PETALUMA INCUBATORS

T R A S e VD

100 Per Cent. Hatched,

In arecent hatching contest in which there were over 400 trials tho
hatch was 100 per cent. in 19 cases with

PETALUMA
< INGUBATORS.

) o This machine has been demonstrated to be as near &b-
soluto perfection as can be attained. The lation of heat,
L Wy air and moisture have been proven perfect.
0 tray and other improvemeats.
«© :

PETALUMA INCUBRABT OR:
PETALUMA 'CARRN 3 1%

ime to cheose your Incubator if you want early chickens. Tue

Pm?l?Ug}ghfs tthe cheapest; uses least oll; consumes the least time bal;nng{)fca;f‘ljfrf;-

the most perfect in regulation of temperature; has nothing to get ou g e
hatches largest percentage of good, strong, vigorous chieks. It has a rec eq

led by any other machine in the world. Sizes 54, 126, 216 and 324 egsgs. LT
Call and examine them and get prices at : t

E. G.-PRIOR & Co., Litd. sole pznt

'VICI‘ORIA—-—VANCOUVI’JR,——KAMLOOI’S.

May Snow Tomorrow !

How’s Your “Footgear” ?

Rubber Boots in Great Variety. Our Best is the Best.
e - Better Fhan The Rest.

85 Douglas Hie-

Jﬂmﬁs Maynard' -O.ddfellows Block ¢
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on Returns Fi
' Coast--Prince
y Has T

(From Saturda

Steamer City of Seat
oou yesterday from S
gerigers, inmcluded am
amber of the masters,
.~ and crews of the sternw
just elosed their season ¢
steamer brouvhit news tiy
 as it were, of the Yuk(
just closed as they le
steamer La Friice. whid
the fleet to come up the
White Horse as they were
@nd the local agents of
anxious to have her wait
“the steamer which broug
up the river. The ice
in the Yukon, and the
trip ‘up the river. In
the sportively inclined
as to whether she wo

_ Horse or not, and those

rive” were victors, for ¥
‘was at Sitka on her way
was received there from

had arrived safely at W

was stiil much e

" way when the City of

the mew stirike made to

White Horse in the Ark
and stampeders were stil]
the steamer City of Seat
way a party of miners av
gteamer Vera Rial from
‘having come from the Ly
route in to the new find.
caused much excitement

where parties were outfit
the find, it being the nea
diggings.

The City of Seattle ha
and she reports that the §
and "Valencia, which wer
gel on the way North,
voyages.

MADE BETTE

“The Princess Beatrice Hg
- Run Yesterd

The steamer Princess B
wvessel built for the run {
8keena via ports of the
coast—had another speed
in which she developed b
on her first run. Capt.
tendent of the company,
the steamer and Mr. Mg
tendent engineer. was i
engine room, with Mr. ¥
engineer of the steamer.
Beatrice made a mean spd
an hour during the trial
and tide she ran at the rg
an hour, and with the w
amade 13.5 knots—a meaf
knots an hour.

The Princess Beatrice
ready to relieve the stean
the Victoria-New Westmini
will give the vessel a ch
self before she starts on
Northern B. C. ports.
femite is carrying heavy f
Fraser these days, the
and Transfer, operating of
ting good freights at New
Ler on every trip.

IDR]
How the Hackman Woke
Colonel.

MISTAKEN

The steamer City of Seas
at-noon, yesterday from 'S
couver—and this to -tell ‘o
which befel the purser f
clear the vessel there for
toria. The steamer reachd
5 o'clock in the morning
she had not long to stay.

““Hi, there, cabby—youl
shouted the purser.

The cabman pulied up n
guickly, and the purser go
Colonel, oh Colonel—I fq
but he’s the chief clerk
Thouse.

“Yes—I know who you
cabman.
snapped, and they started
nost empty streets for f
‘Calonel.

And Gere is where tae t
The hack stopped at the
and the hackman rang thd

““Here, this don't lool
place,” said the purser—*

*This is all rizht,
here—I'll get ©im out fo
1aent,” said the hackman
the bell good this time.

A little retired army o
‘door open—‘‘Well, what ig
man, speak, are you dum

“It’'s the purser, sir,”
“he’s come to clear the

“Well of all the —!!
was blue, a regular fog o
neighborhood.

The tlittle colonel wan*
number,
the cabman
started down r
down they pulled up
found the right colonel—
Atlaman—and cleared the §

GRAFTON RET
H. M. S. Grafton ret
from her brief cruise to
She arrived in the Roads 4
anchored there. The vess
Isquimait until this mo
that the weather was to
investigation being made
wreck.

MARINE NO

The barkentine Joan Sm|
PTeps for Santa Rosalia 4§
wharf.* She is taking miy
Mexican port on account
& Co. Toe master of the
Il yesterday with appet
Probably have to remal
went while the mate
south.

Steamer Ascot, which
At Portland for the Orie
te Ladysmith to load bun

The British ship Sprin
Capetown from Chemain
on November 10th.

0
* Now is the time of
makers of ealendars are
the big insurance con
from 3,000,000 to 4,00
and it is said that one
firm contributed 7,000,0
conservative estimate pl
of 1903 calendars mad
States at 100,000,000.

TRupere "\!ﬂim‘ W
married in England, w
‘one of the richest men
empire. As the eldest
agh, he is the direct he
Jargest fortunes that he
assed in the brewing t
ness company was T
a eapital of $25,000,00
mgh retained a big
eern.

“Does the baby talk
fricnd of the family.
_“No,” replied the ba
tle brother, “the baby
talk."

“Doesn’t have to talk

“No, all the baby has
Aand it gets anything the
that’s worth having.”
Times.

O

Mlss ‘ Laura Drake G
nard college, has been
to' women gradumate stud
university, an office ecr
Tumbit trustees about




