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CONSTRUCTION IN THE
DISTRICT OF TRINITY. i

ROAD

I have been asked by a member of !
the Newfoundland Road Commission to !
supply him with a brief history of '
road construction, etc., in the distriét |
of Trinity. My forty years absz)encel
from Newfoundland has put me more‘
or less out of touch with such work !
in a consecutive way; but I am glvmg.
in this article the best that. I cam
gather, and I shall be glad if the Road |
Commission can find any information
in it that may be useful to them. Im'
doing this I have to repeat some few
of the references that I gave in &
short article on -this subject nearly
two years ago. A history of road
making in.this district (with dates)
{s a difficult one to write with histori-
¢al accuracy. It, however, like the
divisions of ancient Gaul may be div-
ided into three parts, or grades:—(1)
The track the calf made, or that made |
by the earliest settlers in their friend-
1y visiting between the settlements.
(2) When that track was widened to,
admit of a horse and cart being driven
over it. (3) When men surveyed the
country and changed the «@érection. of
the roads in many places;
ening them, and lessening the graden
g0 as to make it possible for a horse
and carriage to be driven over then. -
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A man onee complained to an Irish=
man of the bad condition of & road '
over which he had. just trawelled. DoJ
you call that road bad?” replied the
Irishman. “Bedad, you should have
seen this road before twas made, and
then you might have had.some cause
for complaint.” Much of the money,’
and the energy that have been spent;
by-those of the second and third stages '
of the history of road building, were
used to rectify the mistakes made by
their predecessors in office, who had’
followed the old Roman method of
road making, and had gone straight
ahead over the top of every hill, not'
having realized that it was the same
distance around it as it was over ‘it.
The oldest reliable information re the .
roads and the makers thereof in and
around Trinity, is contained in “the
records of the proceedings of the
Commission of Roads at TPyrinity ml
1885.” This Commissian was made up
of the Justices of the Peace, who at
this time (1835), were Messrs. Ben-'
jamin Sweetland, Willilam Kelson,
George Skelton, and Thomas Draw-
bridge. At the first meeting of “this,
Commission fifteen road surveyors
were appointed to répresent the dis-
trict of Trinity from English Harbour ,
on the east, to Kerley’s Harbour on
the west.
aid of the constables were to make out
a correct list of all persons liable to
perform statute labour on the public
roads; and of the number of days lab- ;
our which such persons shall be liable:'
to perform.” Then each surveyor;
wag given a piege of road to build or:
repair, and he was authorized *“to
select and summon S0 many men on
certain days to work on the said
roads, until each and every man shall
have performed his share of labour,
ag set forth in the lists.” ((See names
of surveyors at end of this article.) ‘

At this tlme the ma]ority of the
roads that mre still used, were ad<)
vanced from stage No. 1 to stage No.

[names were given so that the Com-'
; missioners and the builders, and re-
: pairers” might' know definitely
{ ' what part of the highway they were |
i dealing -with. The majority of those
‘names have long since been forgotten, ; )
! convenience to the travelling “public

{ been unofficially replaced by

{ ton, and thence to,Catalina,

| street.

{ two sides of the triangle were-—-the,

thus sho\t- &

.along the south
! was opened to

;was known as Victoria.road, and be-
. gan in Trinity by turning to the right

thus laid outr was given a hame, Those!

|

just |

and in several instancés they haveI
other
names. Thus the main road from the |
i N: W. Arm’ to King’s Cove was knownf
as the Trinity road. To-day it is "
known - to -everybody as the Kins’s'
Cove road. The road from the N, W.'
Arm goiif emst was Known as the:
Prescott road, to Catalina. To-day,
it is known a8 the road to Port Rex-
All the

i original local names of roads in the
{ town have ‘disappeared, except Gar-

land road, Church road, and High
Garland road was opened and
built by John Bingley Garland through ¢
his owi ‘private property = in 1836;.
and as ‘the, bade of a triangle it did|
away with the necessity of having to
travel over the two sldes of it ,in
ordetr to arrive at thé same point con-
necting with the Chureh road. The

road through the dotk-yard, and then |
turning to the.right and c¢onnecting
with the Church road, where the Gar-
land .and Church roads now connect,
opposite the present Reactory gate.

iThe standard width of the roads was

sixteen feet.

! speéctor,

\Pmﬂoua tdx the openihg: oUG&:l;nd
road, the road from one end of Trinity
to the other was distinctly serpentine;

going ‘through the:dock-yards.and St

Paul’'s Churchyard and out to and
i along Jestican’s Beach. With the
qpening ‘of > Garlafid rodd, the roads
through the dock-yard and the church«
| yard, respectivély, wefe closed: and
the Churéh road was continued in a

. straight line to.connegt-with the road
;‘Boing south - to Slade's, dt th¥ propérty

now owned by Mr. Blackwood. To
compensate Mr. Stoneman for the in-:
convenience thus caused to him by
the closing of the roar through the
churchyard, the present lane running
churchyard fence,
connect Jestican’s
Beach with the main road. At the
same time “Grant’s Lane” was widen~

,ed to connect this main road with
 High street on the west.

The road
from Trinity to the N. W. Arm bridge

, on Hight street, opposite the old Mac-
Farlane house, and continuing up over
the hill.

ed with Victoria road at the top of
Bayly's Hill, as it does to-day, though

( like the one over the hill, it is not
‘mugh. used' now. Much eredit is due

to the road-makers from _about
1840 to about’ 1900,  "Their work
was more or less difficult, the road-
, bed laid down by the Commissloners

“These surveyors, with the, years before; ‘and” it ‘many lnstances"
,it was more difficult to improve the

roads, than it was to lay them out at
first.

.
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During those years, the work of im- '
proving the old >#8s, and opening up
new ones, was carried on by Mr. Wil-
liam Pittman, Mr. Samuel Hussey,
Doctor ‘White, Mr. Robert Morris, Mr.
Aubrey Crocker, and others; whilst
Mr. Benjamin Miller, and Mr. John
Hosking were inspectors under Doc-
tor ‘White. Mr. William Pittman was

|
his own fispector. During his term of WOBeY having been mage for it, the T don't kmow if he is correct or not,

oﬂice, in addition to looking after the
loeal ‘roads,. he opened the road from
Trinity to Indldl Arm, and made many
things possible, by putting a bridge

2, and some to No. 3, and eyery road

Ghristmas

g
P

acrogs the pper arm of - Pond.

Gmtlm

. supervision the top

Another road led from Fish- |
er’s.Cove up Bayly’s Hill and connect- !

4 viged the roads.

Doctor White wat appointed Chairman

! about 1881, and to him we are indebt-

ed for the new piece of level road, be-
ginning at the top of Grant’s Lane and
leading on past Mr. Granger’s property
and ‘that of -Mr. Henry Hunt; antl con-

! sisting the greatest improvement, and

that has been made to our roads with-
in the town liinits. This did - away
with the steep, narrow road leading
over the hill, and gave us a wide,
level road around . the llill.: The
doctor’s action whilst doing this was
severely eriticized ald opposed by
meén who should have khown petter,
The Doctor, however, could see the
end from the beginning, and in spite
of the adverse criticism and dpposi-
tion, he hegan, continued, and finish-
ed the work, for which he has had the
thanks of the travelling public. ever,
since; and if he had not dome nny|
more . than that,. his term of office
would have been: fully justified; (G. &
H. Cole, Esq., was the official sur-
veyor in laying out New roads,-etc.)

Doctor white, however, did much
more than that, for having to go. over
the roads eyery day in his profession-‘l
al work, he observed their faulty
condition, and instructed his inspector
to carry out the nécessary improve-
ménts at once,. When Mr. Benjamin !
Miller left Trinity, Mr. John Hoskins
succeeded him as the Doctor's In-
In 1908 they = changed. the
‘tourse of the King's Cove road at
Beaver Pond;  thus shortening - the
toad about two miles, and doing/away
with a hilly, rocky part of the road,
that could not easily be improwed.
This was completed under Mr, Robert |
Morris; who *sticceedéd tor ‘White
a8 Chairinan of  the’ Koad - Board.
Rosey-Cove-Hill was a mest dan-
‘gerous part of the road around thé N.
W Arm, and the taking the top off the '

was regarded by many as a well-nigh
impossible undertaking. It was not
80 regarded by the Dodtor, and atter]
consultation with the other members}
of the Board and his inspector, he de-;
cided to do the necessary work by the (
aid of dynamite. It had not been used
here before in road making, and noone
in Trinity understood enough about !
it to superintend its work with safety,
Mr. Peter Ploughman of Ship Cove
was given charge of it, and under his
-of Rosey-Cove-
Hill was blown off, and much of the
danger hitherto assoclated with its |
steep grade was removed for ever,
The present road from Trinity \toi
Bonaventure was- surveyed and made
passable for a horse and carriage to
go over; and though it is still a steady
climb from hill to hill and some day
will be improved, yet,, tb Doctor
White belongs the credit of placing it
; there. During Doctor White's term
i of office he shortened and otherw!sé
greatly improved the “Crawford” rnd
as far as Powell’s' Country, conneét-
ing with Princton to the right, and go-
ing on to Shoal Harbour. - Thus he
: advanced it from stage No. 2 to stage
No. 3, and made it a good carriage

Passengers for St.
John’s drove over it-to connect with
the express at Clarenville. When the

‘corners of the roads have been taken

off by purchase of land from the owns
ers; a strip of land 20 feet wide from
Greén's forge to Garland’s house was
given by Rev. Qéorge- Garland, and
Rev. Leéster Lester to widen High
street; and later, another strip was
given by them to widen Dandy Lane
from High streat to Garland road. A
foad was opened from Freshwater
Bridge to connect with the King's
Cove road in 1894, In the interest of
the public health thé main sewer
through the town should be cleaned
ot and put in working order. This
i& a part of the Road Board's work,
for which a special grant should be
made at once. ‘

N. B.—The Commissioners of 1885
laid down thk law that no new build-
ing g&hould. be -érécted within eight
feet of any of the new roads. Ohe man
ignored this law, and began to build in-
side the limits., He was stmmoned to
appear, and when he was breught to
court by the constable, he was drunk.
He was promptly fined five shillings
for being drunk and ten shillings for
contempt of court, and twenty shil-
lings for building within the prohibit-
ed area. He paid and then went to
Trouty to live,

I cannol bring this to a close with-
out a word for the clergy as road-
makers. Judging from tha{ remark-
able diary of Bishop Feild, written in
1888, the clergy were 'the pioneer
road- mikers between the settlements;
and “thus they taught the ‘people to
“amend their ways” i more respects
than onme,
vision of Archdeacon Coster, his con-

A Very

and
rosperous

Undér the personal super- ;

gregation made three miles of excel- |

lent road .a®# Bonavista. Rev.

]

Mr.! 8§

Chapman did the same at Twillingate,?
as also did Rev. William Bullock be-

tween several settlements in the

mission of Trinity.” Their motive, too,f 2
hill- to lessen the dangerous.grade,| was a good -one:~—viz, “that the wo-

men and children may attend the pub- |

lic worship of God with dry feet 24

Names of the fifteen Road Survey-
ors appointed at the first meeting: of
“Board-of Commissioners of Roads,”
held at the Court House in Trinity on

. June 6th, 1885:—

1. Archibald Grasham, for Trinity,
North Side.

2. William Stoneman for Trinity.

3. Richard Ash Jr., for Trinity.

4, James Butler for Ship Cove.

5. Thomas Courtenay for Salmon
Cove.

6. William Penny Sr., for English

Harbour.

7. Francis Barnes for English Har-:

bour,

8. Joseph Morris
Cove.

9. George
Cove.

10. Benjamin Bugden for Trouty.
11, James Pitcher for Old Bona-
venture.

12.
venture,

13. John King for New Bonavent-
ure.
14,
venture. -

for Cuckhold’s

Ball for Cuckhold’s

. road from Goose Cove, Trinity, to;, 15. Willilam Miller for Kerley’q’
i Shoal. Harbour.

Harbour.

A friend of mine has just told me

Jonathan Ivamy (or New Bona-'

i
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Richard Fowlow.”

used to protest the.name,‘and I have
_known him to refuse to accept a par-

cel of goods that .he had bought, be-'

cause it was addressed to Joseph Pur-
| chase, instead of Joseph Perchard. He
. was powerless, however, to prevent the
{ change from becoming permfanent, and
any descendant to-day is, I Dbelieve,
{ known as Purchase. Joseph was a

‘ary in natural,
ments; and though he was fond of
¢ liquor, and often fell a victim to the
temptations of that greatest

rum-shop—yet, éven in those 'pircum-
stances there was something about
his actions and conversation that

Stephen . Parrott for Old Bona- could not fail to gttract complimenb-:

! ary attention. I could give several
'lnstances of such, as were seen and
{ heard by me in those days, and never
forgoften. May God be good to him. {

i
t

Mr. J. B, l"orcoy. '!‘ravamn: And
I ftor of the Government Rallway, paid

'his first visit to Trinity last week,,

and registered at ‘the Garland. Ho'

Bonavista Branch Railway.Line was  that the old Trinity Road Commission wgs pleased with us as he found us,'

opened, this road was deemed nn-

of 1885, to which I have referréd, is and we enjoyed his company. Come' re miy Christmas Number, and also

necessary, and no further grants of the oldest Road Board in the country. again!-

upper part of it is overgrown with
brush; though that part leading 6.
Princeton is still being looked after
by the Road Board of Trinity. Thé .
one Road Board of 1835 that super-
Kcrlgy.'a Hérbour
“to English Harbour is now divided into
".seven‘ or eight separate Boards; viz:,
British Harbour, Bonavenlms‘, Trin-
iy, Trouty, Trinity East, Port Reéx-
ton. Chl.mpnm East and West, and

zhe Trinuy Road

’m qﬁ Entllshmn.

‘rord, Mary Bullock.

but the present Govornment Roo,d
. Commission, for whom I have written '
this article will kpow, and if it is 80,
will uve us credit for it. x

A CHANGE OF NAME. - :

1828 Married, Charles Perchard
and Ann Taverner, hoth of Trinity.
' Witnesses: Thomas Pitt, G. W. Whit-
rles Perchard
as. a shoemaker in Trinity . lome
years before and uttar he mrrlod ‘He
Sﬂeml child- |

et
b A

The members of the different
lodges of Orangemen ~and United
Fishermen, respectively, in Trinity ,
‘Bight and -having their annual Church
Parades during the presopt and com-
inx wegks ; .

'mu ‘members ° of Rdynl Albert
Lodse ‘No. 18,!;.-0 A-rhold their an-
nual ehl'rch parade on Wednesday

1ast,  St. Stephen’s Day. Fifty seven
men were in prosession. ami thqr q.y
teadod a lér!lce at the M

Joseph, however, |

man is some respects above the ordln-;
intellectual ' endow-

curse
that ever struck the world—the public.

.jof a Christmas keeping of the holy| °
! Mul. ~The carol urvho‘in the{.
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Evening Telegram for hia kind words

—

those who have, by letter, assured me
of their appreciation of it. . I am (lad
it has given pleasure to cthers
Christmas Day was an ileal day m
respect of weather conditions. The
services in St. Paul'’s Church ‘were

well attended, and were beautifullf -

and devotedly rendered. The home

festivities and family gatherings fol- |

lowed 'those services: and thus at the
Lord’s Table and at the Altar: of our
God, those home and family gather-
ings were sanctified as fitting parts

ening - wnwtmd a b—s;_m: _m

hi';e been 1

&M the pia
cc!'ﬁna out

The Beach—'Phone 379.
9 Rawlins’ Cross—’Phone 971.
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f-‘l’" ess Passengers.

The incoming express left Port aux
Basques last night and is due to ar-
rive in the city early to-morrow
morning With ‘a large mail and the

tollowing pus%rs.-—? Bowder,
Section, E. Suley, Mrs. E. L. Parsons,

w% A. Dowling, C. Mit:’

irke, 8. 'Avery, I
Goodyear, K Langdon, J. McDonald,
Mrs. J. ‘Ryan, Miss S. LeValiant, W.]
Roberts, H J. Brophy, W. H. Pars

e

lons. *Mn ﬁhbeock J. ivany.
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Women find that .n'yinx with Crisco:
As..very helpful in, keeping the whole'
use fresh and

free from the odor of |

3 &Bﬁf ’h&"ﬂﬂwo is odorless and‘

>

SRR ML

GRAPE FF
CAL. ORA
FLORIDA
CALIFOR!
GRAPES
LEMONS
0XK. APP

CHOC

in Fanj

Williard’s

dec29.2i

situated
ences sug
ceilings,

crete bag
spot in

'PHONE ¢

A

ENGLY

which

BOOOCH

Farc

S.S.
ber 27t
Halifax

Passa

For

FA

HAR




