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The week ending April 20th 
was, in many respects, one of the 
most memorable in the history of 
the Canadian Parliament. As 
will be readily understood, the 
cause of this is the serious con 
dition at the battle front. In 
the first place an unusual, and 
for the Canadian Parliament, an 
unprecedented event occurred on 

cdnesday the 17Ih, that is a 
secret session of the House of 
Commons. The Prime Minister 
announced on Tuesday the 16th 
that the session on the following 
day would be held behind closed 
doors. He communicated this 
intelligence ,to the Leader of the 
Opposition, who acknowdedged 
the courtesy of Sir Robert in 
taking him into his confidence 
regarding this matter. It is un­
necessary to repeat that the very 
serious status of the Allied arm­
ies, in the tremendous struggle
that has been going on for weeks, in Council ala0 cancels a11 ex"
in which the fate of our Empire 
and the cause of liberty and 
civilization are trembling in the 
balance, was the subject which 
engaged the attention of the 
House of Commons during the 
secret session. No one except 
the Members of the Commons 
and the Senators were admitted 
to the proceedings of this session. 
The Senators took seats in the 
galleries, and visitors, door keep­
ers, and pages were excluded. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms alone' was 
the only medium of communi­
cation between the lobbies and 
the Chamber. Any messages 
from outside, to Members were 
attended to by him. There was 
a full attendance of the Members, 
and the opening proceedings were 
anticipated with breathless ten­
sion. <

The routine proceedings were 
dispensed with, until the orders 
of the day were reached. The 
Prime Minister then moved that 
the House now go into Com­
mittee of Supply, and took the 
Senators and the Members into 
his confidence with regard to the ous 
serious message he had to deliver. 
When all was over, there was not 
so much presented to the House 
by the Prime Minister of a really 
secret character as might have 
been expected, for a very consi­
derable portion of the knowledge 
placed-before the House is known 
to the public in a general way 
The feature especially demand­
ing secrecy was the messages 
passing between the Prime Minis­
ter of Canada and the Prime 
Minister of Great Britain, through 
the medium of His Excellency 
the Governor General. Lloyd 
George's confidential message 
emphasized the serious but alto­
gether hopeful position of the 
British army. That is" not di­
vulging any secret, for it is gen­
erally known. All the corres­
pondence regarding the present 
position of the contending armies 
strongly indicate that theobject- 
ive of the German array, in this 
tremendous drive, was the des­
truction of the British .army, its 
separation from the French army, 
and the hope that it would be 
possible to force them to surrend­
er. The rest, in the opinion of 
the Huns, would be easy. But 
from day to day,' the position of
the British and -Allied armies is 
becoming more hopeful, and tbb 
intelligence from the front these 
days is more and more optimistic. 
It is now felt, generally, that the 
disarrangements and the losses of

the Allied armies have been re­
paired, and that the German 
army can be withstood and held 
for an indefinite period, and un­
til reinforcements can go to the 
rescue. Possibly, should the 
Allies take the offensive, the ene­
my may be driven back even be­
fore additional forces of any ex 
tent can arrive on the scene. Tin 
Prime Minister’s message was re 
ceived in profound silence am 
with all possible seriousness. Ht 
spoke, as is his wont when pre­
senting grave and serious ques­
tions to Parliament, with intense 
deliberation and earnestness. His 
discourse lasted scarcely an hour, 
and he was followed by the Lead­
er of the Opposition who spoke 
briefly. It was agreed that the 
Whips of both parties should de­
cide what portion of the deliber­
ations nÿght be made public. 
Then the tension was removed, 
the doors "were opened, and the 
proceedings of the balance of the 
afternoon went on in the usual 
way.

The other serious and import­
ant events of the week was the 
presentation of the amendment to 
the Military Service Act, in the 
form of an Order in .Council 
which was laid before both 
Houses of Parliament on Friday 
afternoon the 19th. This Order 
in Council provides for the call­
ing to the colors of all 
ried men and widowers without 
children, between the ages of 
20 and 23 inclusive. The Order

emptions granted or pending. 
AS'was explained, the serious­
ness of the war conditions de­
mands that all technical 
tine requirements should be re­
moved without ceremony and 
that the men be called to the 
colors without delay. The great 
thing is men, more men, and 
still more men, and the Order 
in Council provides that they 
shall be enlisted on the shortest 
possible notice, all constitutional 
and technical -provisions to the 
contrary notwithstanding. In 
the Commons, the resolution was 
presented by the Prime Minister 
and supported in a speech of ex­
traordinary earnestness and sin­
cerity, which made a deep im­
pression on all present. As is 
usual with Sir Robert Borden 
when weighty matters are in­
volved, he spoke quietly and 
solemnly to a Chamber that was 
strangely hushed. His address 
made an unexampled impress­
ion on the House. He told of 
the gravity of the situation, of 
the efforts of Germany to crush 
the Allied armies, of the tremend- 

attempts that have been 
made by the Teutons, of the terri­
ble drain that has been made on 
the blood of France and Britain, 
and then asked if, in a crisis of 
this kind, the Canadian people 
were prepared to stand by and 
not do their share when faced by 
the tragic facts. With an in­
tensity of earnestness that car­
ried all before it, the Premier’s 
speech was an extraordinary 
Parliamentary effort. For some 
minutes after he resumed his 
seat, deep volumes of cheers roll­
ed over the House.

The Leader of the Opposition 
followed the Prime Minister 
He received from his supporters 
the usual applause and cheers, 
but his first words were his de­
claration that he would most 
strongly oppose the Government’s 
proposition. He then proceeded 
to argue his case, but to anyone 
at all conversant with the situ­
ation and seriously considering 
the necessity for Canada to make 
a supreme exertion to uphold her 
position in the war, $jr Wilfrid’s 
presentation of the case was the 
weakest and most illogical that 
could well be contemplated. It 
'was humiliating to. find oneself
listening to th^bfficial Leader of 
the Opposition in the Canadian 
Parliament animadverting upon 
the Governments proposals in the 
same old illogical, untenable and 
opportunist fashion that bad

done duty on every platform in , Are we going to keep our pledges was taken, it was found that
Canada during the last Federal to our gallant sons ? That is the three members of the opposition,
election. In the first place, he 
took exception to the Govern­
ment’s manner of presenting the 
question to Paj^iatnent. He con­
tended that a matter of this im­
portance should not be brought 
in an Order'in Council, but that 
it should be presented to Par 
liament in the regular way, in 
he form of a bill, to be discussed 

and passed through its various 
stages in both Houses before be­
coming law. Then he under­
took to show that food produc­
tion was of more importance 
than men, and as the most illogi 
cal proposition of all, he made 
the statement that as the men 
that might be secured under the 
resolution now under discussion, 
would not be ready for service 
inside of 4 months^ at least, it 
could not help the situation at 
the present time, therefore, he 
concluded that the best* thing 
was to send them to the farms 
to produce food- Anyone that 
will give this proposition a mom­
ents serious thought will see how 
silly and illogical it is. As the 
Prime Minister had said in the 
course of his speech, the battle 
now going on might continue for 
several months, four or five or 
six months. Our reserves, that 
are Overseas and on the way, 
and at different stages of drill 

unmar- and formation, would by degrees 
come to the front in batches one 
after another. Well then what 
would happen should we now re­
fuse to enlist any further forces]? 
The time would come, perliaps 
in four months or less, when 
we would have no reserves at all. 

or iou- Xhen the Canadian Army would 
be subject to annihilation, 
no one coming to their assistance. 
This-point was well answered by 
the Honorable F. B. Carvel 1 later, 
when he showed that if the 
attitude of the Leader of the 
Opposition were followed, if, in­
stead of this matter coming be­
fore Parliament in an Order in 
Council, it be presented as a 
regular Bill, it would take pro­
bably three weeks or a month 
before it could be passed through 
the different stages of both 
Houses. Then, said ho, if we 
take the Leader of the Opposi­
tion’s view, that it would take 
four months to get troops suffi­
ciently trained, and we present 
this matter as a Bill, that would 
be an additional month, making 
five months, and make condi­
tions worse and worse. ,The 
Leader of the Opposition spoke 
about three-quarters of an houri 
and when he concluded, the 
thought would naturally come to 
anyone who was taking serious­
ly the matter under discussion, 
in the first place, to sympathize 
with the old man, for the unfor­
tunate position in which he was 
placed, but secondly he would 
have to revise his- opinion and 
consider that Sir Wilfrid was 
only continuing in the 
illogical untenable and oppor­
tunist course that he has follow-, 
ed during the whole of his pub­
lic life.

Honorable N. W. Rowell, Presi­
dent of the, Privy Council, re­
plied for the Government, and it 
must be admitted that he reached 
a great height of Parliamentary 
eloquence, achieving a reputation 
for oratory of a fervent, impass­
ioned type"that is surpassed by 
few men in the House. Ans­
wering Lauriers contention that 
it was the duty of Canada to 
send food and' not men, Mr.Rowell 
solicited unstinted applause when, 
pointing across the .floor of the 
House to Sir Wilfrid, he said “I 
an not able to 1 agree with my 
right honorable friend on that 
point. Our duty is not to send 
food or men, but to send food 
and men. The people of Canada 
will not have done their duty if 
they confine their efforts 
either of these contributions. 
Our duty is men, food, munitions, 

ips, money. We have staked 
everything on this war, and we 
must go on to the bitter end

question you and I must answer1 
to this House, I believe that from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
throughout the Dominion of 
Canada, there is but . one answer 
in the hearts of the people, and it 
is this: Canada must and will 
stand by these men to the limit 
of her strength. The issue must 
determine our future, our liber­
ties, the cause of humanity and 
civilization.-" Each one of us has 
the great privilege m this critica 
hour of the world’s history to 
make a contribution to the future 
well being not only of Canada, 
but of our

namely,* Mr. Duncan Ross, of 
West Middlesex ; Mr. W. C. Ken­
nedy, of North Essex ; and Mr. 
A. B. McCoig, of Kent, had voted 
with the Government on Mr. La- 
Pomte’s amendment. On this 
amendment, the vote stood : For 
62. Against 117, a majority for 
the Government of 55. Ther 
came the vote on the main mo­
tion. Before this was taken, somt 
of the Members left the House, at 
they were desirous of catcliin, 
out-going trains far their home 
for the week end. The result 
of this vote stood ; for the motie
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The next speaker was Dr, J. B. 
Molloy, of Provencher, Manitoba. 
His speech was brief and at its 
conclusion he moved an Amend­
ment to the effect that farmers 
be exempted from the new draft. 
His motion in amendment was 
seconded by Captain Read from 
Prince Edward Island. He con­
cluded his remarks a few min­
utes before six o’clock, and the 
Hon. F. B. Carvell took the floor. 
After the six o’clock recess, he 
proceeded to discuss the grave 
question before the - House. He 
spoke with earnestness, indicating 
in every word that he felt the 
gravity of the situation. The 
Members were all in their seats 
and the galleries wére crowded, 
crammed indeed to suffocation. 
Hon. Mr. Carvell’s speech was 
calm and slow, but'with much 
concentrated earnestness and sin­
cerity that the Members leaned 
forward to catch every sentence 
and absolute silence took possess­
ion of the Chamber.-i.. Answering 
those who wanted exemption for 
farmers, he asked, “ What’s the 
use of your farms if the Huns 
break through ? If,this measure 
should happen 'to meet defeat in 
this Chamber, I would not gi ve 
in ; I would go back ‘ to the coun­
try, and I would have no fear 
that the verdict £o sustain our 
boys in Flanders,,wou|d not be 
as overwhelming as it was in De­
cember last.”

At the conclusion of Hon. Mr. 
Carvell’s speech, the question was 
proposed by Mr. Speaker and the 
first division of the new Parlia­
ment was demanded. This was 
on the Amendment moved by Hr_ 
Molloy. The division bells rang, 
the Speaker called in the Mem­
bers and the Whips and Sergeant- 
at-Arms went ont, then there was 
a buzz of suppressed''conversation 
and more or less curiosity. After 
an interval of a few fpinutes, the 
Sergeant-at-Arms and the Whips 
returned and all lumbers who 
were not already in trooped to 
their seats, and Mr. Speaker call­
ed “ Order.” The first division was 
then taken on the Amendment 
of Mr. Molloy and the result watj 
For the Amendment 70. Against 
118, Majority 48. An amusing 
incident happened at this June 
ture. As is usual in, nearly all 
divisions, a few Members on both 
sides did not record their votes, 

same but, according to the regulations, 
each rose in his place and gave 
as his reason that he was paired 
with some Member onjihe oppo^ 
site side, and also stalled how he 
would have voted haiL^his name 
been recorded. Among these was 
Mr. Molloy, mover ©fi&j Amend­
ment said he had voted, but re­
quested that his vote be with­
drawn as he had been paired. He 
was informed by Mr. Speaker 
that under the rules, his vote 
could not be withdrawn once it 
had been recorded. Then it was 
thought for a moment that there 
would not be any move Amend­
ments, and a number of the Mem­
bers went out of the chamber. 
But Mr, Lapointe, St. James, 
Montreal, seconded by Mr. Des- 
Lauriers of St. Mary’s Montreal, 
moved a six mouths’ hoist of the 
resolution. It may here be re­
marked that this was, to say the 
least, a contemptible amendment 
However debatable the first Am­
endment might have ' been, the 
second was absol.utely qnpatriotic. 
In effect it meant that we wanted 
to have nothing further to do 

jto -withthe Canadian army or with 
the Allies, we simply Washed our 
hands of all assistance -to Canada 
in her struggle in conjunction 
with the Allies to béat back the. 
foe. When the Members were

jority 49. Thus ended this mem­
orable debate.]

race. Are we going 1114> againsfc 63, Government ma 
to do it—do it as our fathers did 
a century ago ? The Germans 
must be defeated ! Right must 
triumph ! The cause of liberty
must prevail. Canada must not « <• ,. ,, .. r , , . , , A tew matters of not very ser-
stram her glorious record, but iou9 iraportance are Wd upon
add a new chapter for hberty and the attention of an on.iooker in
civilization now in peril. * , .... - , „r a Parliamentary division. In the

first place, one can scarcely de- 
miss from his mind how much 
the Members of Parliament are 
like school boys, after all ; for in 
the very case under review, after 
the first division had been taken 
had the Members all remained in 
their seats, the second division on 
Lapointe’s amendment would have 
taken in a very short time. But 
immediately after the first vote 
was recorded, the Members troop­
ed into lobbies and there was 
chaos. It was necessary for the 
Sergeant-at-Arms and the Whips 
to call them back. This took 
some time, and of course, delayed 
the taking of the division. Prob­
ably the time was not so exceed 
ingly important that the loss of 
this brief space should be stren­
uously objected to, but it just 
amounts to this, that it strikes 
one, in particular the uninitiated, 
that it was unnecessary. Another 
feature that could scarcely help 
being-noted was the facility with 
which the Assistant Clerk of the 
House if able to call off the div­
isions without a hitch. It must 
be explained that the taking of a 
division occupies some 30 to 40 
minutes. The duties of the As­
sistant Clerk are to call out the 
names of each member, as he rises 
to record his vote, and it is check­
ed by the Clerk, on the list which 
is before him. Now under or­
dinary ■ circumstances, ip the re­
gular Parliamentary Chamber, 
for instance, in the old House of 
Commons, all Members are allo­
cated to specific seats, and it would 
not necessitate more than a very 
brief time for the officials of the 
House to know and be able to 
place each Member. But in the 
present improvised Parliamentary 
Chamber, Members are notjplaced 
in regular seats. As a matter of 
fact, apart from the front rows 
on the Government side and pos 
sibly the front row on the Op­
position side, the rank and file 
take such seats as they find un­
occupied when they come-in. It 
amounts more or less to a grab 
game, Those who come early 
have a chance of securing a fairly 
good seat, but .those coming later 
take what they can find. Under 
these conditions, a Member might 
not be seated in the same place 
twicq in succession during the 
different sittings of a week. It 
is true that ordinarily they get 
about somewhere in the same vic­
inity in the -Chamber, whether in 
the same seat or not. But the 
point to be observed is this, that 
in the confusion, rising more or 
less from the seating, and'consid­
ering that there are in the pre­
sent Chamber- some > 130 new 
Members who have not been sit 
ting in Parliament before, and the 
fact that.; Parliammit has only 
been sitting about a month, the1 
Assistant Clerk must find it 
rather difficult to name and locate 
each member on both sides of the 
Chamber. But in the first divis­
ion, Mr. Beauchesne without the 
slightest hesitation named each 
man when it came his turn to 
vote, before he rose to his feet. 
That is as one man rises to record 
his vote and he is checked off. 
Mr. Beauchesne calls the name of 
the next one before he rises to 
answer to the call of his nam». 
This little incident seemed worthy 
of remark, as it was quite a feat 
under the circumstances, that the 
vote should be taked without the 
slightest hitch or hesitation. Af 
ter the vote was taken, scarcely 
anything else beyond a formal 
motion was made, and the House 
adjourned a few, minutes before 
II o’clock. On the following day, 
the. Government had a meeting 
in council, and desired to enforce 
the regulations without any de­
lay, to call to the colors the need­
ed men as fast as they could bebrought in- and -4. second division [attended to.

April 19th, 1918.
Hon Murdock McKinnon, Com­

missioner of Agriculture, speak­
ing on the debate on the Budget 
completely answered the critic 
isms made on his department. 
He was pleased to note that his 
lepartment got the most atten 
cion ip the debate and that not 
inly the members engaged in ag­
riculture are experts along that 
line but that those of other call­
age are experts also.

One thing we have not heard 
rery often is the fact that for the 
ast few years this is the only 

province in the Dominion of Can­
ada that has not had to go to 
the money markets of the world 
to borrow money. All til?money 
needed to finance the heavy lia­
bilities left us by our predecessors
can readily be gotten from the 
banks at 5 per cent, a lower rgde1 representatives who were not
than is now paid on loans by the 
Dominion of Canada. This speaks 
well for the careful «management 
of our finances by the present 
Government, which has not in the 
last six years increased the lia­
bilities of the province one dollar, 
while in addition to paying for 
the ordinary expenses of the Gov­
ernment it has spent large sums in 
permanent works.

The new member for the Third 
District (A. E. McLean) had dealt 
for a considerable time on the fin­
ancial condition of the Province. 
Among other things he claimed 
that the annual deficit in the 
School Supply Department was 
$2000 a year. To make a pre­
tense of being within the mark 
however he would call it $1680, 
Like most other calculations it 
was a matter of guesswork. If 
the hon. gentlemen had informed 
himself correctly he would find 
that instead of a decrease of Sets 
per book in the cost of school 
books there has been a decrease 
of 19cts each on 14 of the books 
in general use.

In 1916 the Department of Ed­
ucation in Nova Scotia sent a man 
here to investigate our School 
Supply and the result is that now 
the Province has a School Book 
Bureau along the same lines.

Teachers from the Western 
Provinces who know the . high 
quality and low price o£ our 
school supplies are sending here 
to have their wants supplied.

The Leader of the Opposition 
had figured out for the present 
Government a deficit of $201.009 
while the members for the Second 
District had one of $249.00iO. He 
would like to know how they 
reconciled these two statements, 
However it was not strange to 
find such a difference. As both 
calculations wore not founded on 
fact, the results could not be ex­
pected to tally. Starting with the 
fact that the debt of the Province 
has not been increased under the 
present government the plain re 
suit was that there was no deficit 
for the period.

A large increase had been gfveii 
to the teachers in the Public 
Schools. Larger sums than ever 
have been spent on Public Works. 
Grants had been given to all the 
hospitals and ophanages in the 
province as well as to one inatitiv 
tlon in this city that looks after 
the poor.

A Sanatorium had been pro­
vided of which we have reason to 
be proud.

Another large institution is 
about to .be started in this city, 
not paid for by the Local Govern­
ment of course, but to the Local 
Government is due a large part of 
the credit that it is located here.

It will be pleasing to our people 
that wounded soldiers can be car­
ed for near home, and the amount 
of money this brought to the Pro 
vince will be very beneficial.

In connection with Falconwood 
Asylum there is the Tuberculosis 
Institution, and it is an unfortun­
ate thing, that this institution was 
not there earlier.

Owing to the increase in the 
cost of living expenses the amount 
of money taken to run Falcon- 
wood had increased" enormously 
but not out of proportion to in­
creased cost material and labor.

Matters were getting along very 
well at the institution, the per­
centage of cures last year had 
been higher than for a good many 
years past.

Coming to the agricultural De­
partment, he said that the sug­
gestion of the Leader of the Op­
position that a committee of five 
be appointed to assist the Com­
missioner of Agriculture was some 
what late, as a committee for that 
purpose had been in existence for 
some time, not of five members 
but of seven members.

The Mon. Member fqr the Sec­
ond District of Prince had made 
the statement that Dairying had 
gone down every year since the 
present government came into 
power. While Dairying had gone 
down in* some lines and in some 
places it had increased in other 
lines and in other places to a 
greater extent.

Mr. A. E. McLean who follow­
ed the Commissioner of Agricul 
ture on the Budget dealt with 
the finances of the Province and 
critized the administration of the 
Department of Agriculture. In 
regard to Education he said that 
no better man could be in control 
of the Department than the Act­
ing Superintendent Mr. Shaw.

Mr. W. M. Lea was the next 
Speaker. He was not in favor 
of cutting down the grant for 
agriculture, but if the people of 
this agricultural country persisted 
in sending to parliament so many

farmers they must expect that 
sort of thing.

He thought Exhibitions should 
still receive a grant as they were 
a stimulus to greater production 
which was necessary not only for 
the time of the war but also for 
the period at the close thereof, 
when burdens will still be upon 
us.

If the revenue cannot be made 
to meet expenditure some means 
should be taken to increase it.

It looks as if the Government 
was afraid to increase taxation, 
this awful bugbear, Members 
should see. the need of this thing 
and shoud face it as it should be 
faced.

He thought that the road tax 
should be increased to two dollars 
when a man had to be paid that 
amount for a days work on the 
road.

The Premier informed him that 
a bill had been proposed for that 
purpose, Mr. Lea concluded by 
criticizing the Road Masters say 
log that they were not doing their 
duty especially in the matter of 
looking after the winter roads.

Mr. J. A. Dewar who spoke on 
the Budget Monday evening made 
an excellent speech. He said that 
there had been much discussion 
on Agriculture and something 
had been said about the part 
taken in it by the lawyers in the 
House, he thought that perhaps 
the reason why there were so 
many lawyers in the House was 
the fact that their training espec­
ially fits them for the deliberative 
work that has to be done here 
and for the campaign work of 
election.

In regard to the financial sit 
bation lie said that according to 
the statement of the Provincial 
Auditor the money paid out was 
$22.000 greater than the money 
received, but as part of the money" 
paid out was invested in Sinking 
Funds and applied to reduce out­
standing liabilities there is a smal 
surplus, which is "proven to be 
correct by the fact that it agrees 
with the amount by which we 
have reduced the liabilities of the 
province. Further proof of this 
contention is afforded by the 
Bank Managers who haves from 
time to time made an External 
Audit of the. provincial finances.

These men could not afford to 
have, their reputation affected by 
the publication of anything but 
a correct statement.

The Hon. Member from Vic 
tori* seèmed to think that the 
levying of taxation was a great 
ideal in statesmanship but he 
would remind him that the true 
system of government "is based on 
our efficient public service carried 
on with economy, that the pro­
motions in that service should bej&wneesv He showed that 
from merit and not from party 
Pull. If you have that progress is 
sure to follow. The statement 
has been made that there has 
been no progress in Education in 
the last ten or fifteen years.

If so there must be something 
radically wrong as we are now 
spending $52000 annually more 
on Education than was spent in 
1911.

We certainly have better school 
buildings in many places. The 
system of inspection is more 
thorough and great efforts have 
been made by the Department to 
keep abreast of the times. Ne 
better man could be in charge of 
the Department than Mr. Shaw 
and this is admitted byr the 
opposition. Indeed we have 
been making progress and there 
>a greater ambition now than 
ever on the part t>( parents t* 
secure fdr their children a good 
education. The largely increased 
number taking thS Departmental 
Examinations edch year is an 
index of the enthusiasm that is 
abroad. He contended that oar

public roads were never better 
attended to but did not think 
the duble track system in win­
ter was feasible in this country.

It has been said that the 
Government did nothing towards 
increased production on the farms. 
Of course it is the farmers who. 
directly increase production but 
the Government can assist the 
farmers. Take the matter of 
mussed mud, 50,000 thousand 
tons have been distributed among 
the farmers. At 6 tons to the 
acre this would cover 800 acres. 
I have used it myself and know 
that it will increase the crop 2 
tons to the acre thus the total 
increase in hay would be $320,- 
000. With potatoes $50 an acre 
would be a fair increase or a 
total increase of $450,000 and 
the extra fertility would not be 
in the land for one year only 
but added to by the increased 
supply of stable manure would 
continue sq long as the lands vgfto 
carefully farmed.

In the matter of dairying he 
thought that the scarcity of labor 
in latter years had decreased the 
output of dairy products.

About the hog question there 
had been much squealing but it 
was a case of much noise, littl e 
wool.

The farmers who bought the 
imported broad sows did so with 
their eyes open and they do not 
need much advice on that ques­
tion. The way these poor swine 
were slandered as humpback and 
otherwise would make one think 
they were the original brand of 
razor backed clam diggers of the 
North Shore.

The School Garden is a beauti­
ful, a splendid, thing, and Home 
Projects do a lot of good, but he 
thought that perhaps both were 
over-rated, not great factors in 
increased production. Dr. Rob­
ertson has said you connot pro­
duce by legislation. You can 
strjp ft farmer of his civilian 
clothes and put on a military 
suit. If he has not the sand in 
him or the courage or patriotism 
to defend his country and home 
he should be made do it, but to 
compel a man to farm in a cer­
tain way, you cannot do it.

Fault had been fonnd that at 
a Dairyman’s convention it was 
said that the great aim was not 
wealth. It was one of our great 
educationists who made that 
statement and I have so much 
respect for the man that I can­
not feel that he was very far 
astray.
“111 fares the land to hastening 

ills a prey,
Where wealth accumulates 

And men decay”
There is no doubt that the 

Agricultural Grant in producing 
good results in this country. I 
have no doubt some of it was 
spent in high salaries and wisely 
too, when you get a man of abi­
lity and business capacity, of in­
tense humanity and sympathy 
with the workers of the soil, a 
large salary is not too much for 
him.

In conclusion he urged tha 
members when they went home 
should do all they could towards 
increased production by every 
influence in their power. The 
plough will have its part in 
winning the war.

He was followed by Mr. G. E. 
Hughes whose remarks were 
principally confined to Falcon- 
wood Asylum. He criticized the 
present management of the farm 
and the Government in connect­
ion with Dr. Goodwill’s departure.

Mr. Jas. Baton ‘ followed and 
gave a very clear and convincing 
exposition of the provincial

> since
the present Government assumed 
power they had not only paid the 
ordinary expenses of Government 
out of revenue but had also 
spent large sums in permanent 
works without increasing the 
debt of the province one cent.

Messrs Howatt, A. A. McDon­
ald and McMillan followed with 
short speeches, and the motion 
go into committee passed 1 

Tuesday April
Mr; Bell rose to a question of 

privilege that he had been mis 
reported by the Guardian. It 
was not true that he had voted 
for the- War and Health tax on 
the third reading, a vote was not 
taken.

He also claimed to be migreport- 
ed by the statement that he

the

motion to 
I at 1 ayZ 
il 29reT

strongly concurred with 
Home Project Movement.

Mr. Johnston on a question of 
privilege claimed to have been 
misreported by the Guardian in 
stating that he had said in the 
discussion on the Connolly Bill 
that there was an Irish Catholic 

(Continued on page 3)


