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VI. ?nd be itfurther enactéd, That this Act shall continue and
remain in force for and during the space of Seven Tears,, from and
after- the:passing thereof, and from thence until the end of the next
Session of the General Assembly .of this Island, and n' longer.

C A P. VIII.

AN ACTfor the better regulation. of MERCHANT SEAAN, and to
repeal part of an Act passed in the Fiftielh year of his present Ma-

-jesy's Reign, intittled an Act to prevent the Harbouring Deserters
from His Majestys Nazy or Arny, and for giving a reward for
apprehending Deserters, and to prevent Harbouring DESERTERS

from Ships in the- MERCHANT SERVICE.
January -8, 1819.W HEREAS great loss and damage is frequently occasioned to

Trade and Navigation by Seamen deserting their employ,
or Voyages they are entered upon or being taken off from 4hesame
by Arrest for Debt, or pretence thereof, for remedy :

1. Se it enacted by the Lieutenant Goveriwr, Council, and Assembly,
That'ifany Inn-keeper, or Seller of Rum, and other strong Liqtiors,
Shop-keeper, or any person whatsoever, shall trust or give credit to
.any Mariner or Seaman, belonging to any Ship or other Vessel,
without the knowledge and allowance of the Master or Comman-
der thereof, in any suni of Money, no Capias, Arrest, or any other
Proeess for any Debt so contracted, without the knowledge and
allowanceas aforesaidsha llbe granted against or served -upon the
Person- of such Mariner or Seaman, until he shall have performed
The Voyage lie is then entered upon, and be discharged of the sanie,
-and -every Process issued contrary to this Act shall be deemed
and adjudged utterly void in Law, and any one Justice of the
Court from whence such· Process shall issue to whom it shail be
ma1e to appear that any Mariner or Seaman is co'mmitted or re-
straiied upon Process granted, for any such Debt or pretence of
Debt, niade whilst hie was engaged and actually entered and in pay

ion any, Voyage, shall forthwitih order his release, upon filing com-
mon Bail to the Action.

Il. And be il further enacted, -That if any Master or Commander
of any Ship or Vessel, or any other Person or Persons shall Hire or
Engage, Harbour or conceal any Seaman, Mariner, or other Person,
iwho shiall have signed any former Contract or Articles, knowing
him to have deserted frqm any. Ship or Vessel within this Colony,
.everysuch Master, Commanderor other Person or Persons seo of-
fending, and being thereof convicted, shall forfeit and pay the surn
.of Twentg Pounds, to the -use of the party aggrieved,to ,be sued
forin any Court of Record, proper to try the sae, in which Ac-
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