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: MARRIAGF AM)f NATIONALITY
A British .subject, today and an alien 

tomorrow is the experience of many 
women, and that, because of no greater 
misconduct, on their part, than happening 
to marry a foreign resident of their 
country who has not become naturalized.

The -cheerful readmes-i with which a 
country hands over the citizenship of its 
women to other countries is, to say the 

I east, disconcert ing.
Should a ( anadian girl, born of Can

adian parents, chance to marry a Dutch
man, she becomes in the eyes of ( an
adian law a Dutch wom;i,n.

Just jHjch an experience has befallen 
one of the most distinguidied suffragists 
in the t filled state- Miss Inez Mil- 
li oil and who married Eugene Boisse vain, 
an unnaturalized Hollander. Mrs. Bois- 
se vain is a lawyer and it seems - likely 
that she will lose a suit for one thousand 
dollars because thru her marriage she 
has lost her nationality.

The same thing happened to one of 
the most ardent v,"orkrrs in the campaign 

• wliich secured flic franchise for the women 
of California. This lady, after having 
worked early and late to gain t his privilege, 
was never able to vote because just 
before the law became operative, she 
married an English man and became 
t hereby a n Englishwoman, even I ho 
she continued to reside in the same place.

Indoubt edly this law dates back to 
the time, not. so far distant, when it was 
assumed that, a. woman, upon marriage, 
became the ward of her husband, *if not 
his actual property. But it would seem 
that it might a.1 hist be conceded Unit 
a woman is an individual, quite apart 
and dist inct, from t he man she marries, 
and tluit, havijig been born and educated 
in a country, she might be allowed to 
retain her nationality irrespective of 
marriage tics.

If the woman were in no sense a con
tributor to the prosperity and culture 
of her country, but only an incumbent 
upon her men folk, then indeed there 
might, be some just ifiejit iorl for this 
arrangement, but with her marriage the 
woman usually enters upon what, men 
are always pleased to describe as I lie 
highest field of usefulness to the country

t hat of mot herhood.
It seems, t lull? that, there is no excuse 

for such a discrimination against the 
women of the country except that, it was 
so arranged a long time Jigo and men, 
not being the ones who feel the pinch 
of it, have not bothered to change this 
law.

Some defender of the theory that men 
look after women’s interests better than 
they could do themselves, will be quick 
to declare that the matter has never been 
brought to their attention, but this is 
easily disproved. At the special war 
session of the Parliament, which lias just 
closed, the naturalization law was amend
ed making it possible for ;i married woman 
to remain a British subject if, after her 
marriage, her husband should become 
an alien, tho in order to do this it is 
necessary for her to make. ;i.déclaraiion 
that she desires to remain ;i British sub
ject.

It has also been made possible for a 
woman who has', been divorced from or 
who is t he w i d < Av of an alien to regain 
lier British nationality if it should be the 
pleasure of the Secretary of State to grjmt 
her this privilege.

But if a woman, who is a British sub
ject , marries an alien, she becomes an 
alien and must remain so until her hus
band dies or she gets a divorce from him.

So it is evident that the honorable 
gentlemen who make our laws have con
sidered the matter and have come to the 
conclusion once again that a woman is 
not a person but an adjunct to some man.

It is strange, knowing with what ardor 
they themselves hug their nationality, 
that it does not occur to them f hat it is 
a little trying to their women folk to be 
so lightly tossed over to another country. 
You will observe also that this is another 
one of the laws which does not work both 
ways. Does a ( a mu lia n man who marries 
a Trench 'worn;; n become a Frenchman 1 
Most certainly not. \\ hy should her

ERAN< IS MARION BEYNON

A TRI E PROGRESSIVE
Dea r Mi- Beynon : Enclosed you vs ill 

find the money for those three little 
books, How t o d cadi t he Trut h t o 
( hildren,” “Maternity” find “The Most 
Wonderful St ory in the World. ”

J would just like to say how much I 
appreciate the work you are doing and 
also the work the Drain Drowers’ Guidé 
is doing among the farmers. I hope the 
time will soon come when everything 
that seems t/> stand in the wav of our 
women having an equal right and share 
in the making of our laws and the ruling 
of our country, will be broken down and 
peace «arid love shall reign.
^1 am a f ri #* n rl in all the good work.
* M II

DROPS FAIRLY GOOD
Dear Miss Beynon. 1 am an interested 

reader of your page. I enjoy it very 
much and look forward to it each week. 
This is my first letter to you at id hope it. 
does not find its way to the W. I*. B 
I he crops are very good in this p;irt 
of the country considering the. backward 
season w e had. I am sorry to learn t lia t 
so many have lost, their crops altogether, 
as 1 think this will be such ;t hard winter

beautiful surroundings, are ambitious to 
be just ;i - t In rich, t lie “Beau Monde. 
Therefore they irnita-te the “4 res di 
tingue-.” to such a degree that the imita
tion becomes their misleading passion, 
to which t hey sacrifice all their effort- 
They want to be a high standard-, eivilized 
people. They merely have stylish dresses 
and furniture in their homes. In many 
eases-.it leads them into debts and the 
ridiculous position of a “bourgeois gen
tilhomme, ” represented in the immortal 
comedy of Molliere.

Filially, I saw the overwhelming 
majority, living in an endless distress. 
Their life is a continual drudgery. Tl«*y 
are the producers of all wealth. They 
work in the fields, they work in the 
factories, they work in the mines, they 
build the palaces, the hotels, and the 
private houses. They get wages or 
they sell their grain and other land 
products, but they get. a poor reward 
for their toil. They work to get just 
enough to have ;i shelter, to eat, to cover 
their bodies with eheap elothes, and to 
feed their families. Their life is “work” 
and “ need. Their products are taken 
a wav from them bv the clever privileged 
masters, who enjoy all that the workers

For Those Offering Employment
Last week we told about the Bureau of Work for Women 

which is undertaking to find employment for those girls who 
arc thrown out of employment on account of the war, and 
asked those who were needing help to communicate with this 
organization. There are a few suggestions in this connection 
that might prove helpful.

Make your letter very explicit. Don't say you would be 
willing to pay a small wage or a reasonable wage. Name the 
exact amount you would be willing to pay. State whether the 
girl who goes to your home will be able to have a room to her
self, how far you live from town, how many there arc in the 
family, and whether you would be willing to advance the fare. 
Address your letter to The Bureau of Work for Women, 
Industrial Bureau, Winnipeg.

for people who have not very much 
money.

I raised quite a few ducks, turkeys, 
chickens and geese this year.

Would you please forward the enclosed 
letter to V ietorine for me?

I do hope^this letter reaches you safely.* 
If you don’t publish it, please forward 
I his one to Vietorine.

PEGGY.

SOCIALISM IS ONLY CURE
Dear Miss Beynon : Excuse me! But 

I can not keep silen t as you challenged 
my reply. You wrote that I undervalue 
the comforts, etc. No! I like the 
comforts; I like the beauty; I like the 
arts. I am ;l ^graduated artist, as I 
studied the art of drama, the art of 
poesy, and have a. diploma of “Free 
Artist, ” following the Russian Educat ion 
Act. I mention this t<> make you under
stand. better that 1 am not ;i type* of a 
barbarion, denying all that does not 
mejur the common practical usefulness. 
My first husband was a lawyer and our 
life was full of exterior comforts and 
beauty. But since my husband got 
sick and was helpless during thirteen 
years before he died, I had to do my best 
to raise three children, with very small 
pro pert y.

1 resolved to work I went abroad 
and studied the dairy and creamery 
business in Germany. Then 1 got a 
position as instructor in the creamery 
business in Russia. The change of life, 
the independent -and responsible position, 
and tin- constant contint <»f the poor 
working people, influenced, my mind 
greatly.

1 saw that there are but a few who 
are able to enjoy the beauty and the 
art. Then a lot of people, who, without 
having really any ^appreciation <»f the

produce each day, toiling ten, fourteen 
and even more hours. Five hours the 
working people work for themselves 
and all the rest of the day’s foiling is for 
their employers. I do not know another 
country where the chasm between the 
toilers and the exploiting class of the 
rich is wider than in Russia.

When I understood that my dear little 
girls might go out in this world and work, 
work, work, to make a bare living, or 
marry one of the workers or small owners 
of the land so oppressed, so helpless 
in this merciless competition called life,
I shouted : “We have to make a new life 
where all adult, healthy people will have 
equal duty to work and equal right to 
enjoy.”

The horrors of the political oppression 
swept me from my country. I came to 
Canada. I found here political freedom. 
Yes, but there is no more social justice 
than in the old country. On the con
trary, . the competition, the greed for 
money, the merciless ness are worse, as 
the ease is always in the new countries.
1 saw it clearly in British Columbia, 
where tin* land speculationsand neglect 
of this “poor land are so obvious. Sell 
and buy, buy and sell—that’s all.

The farmers’ wives do not toil less 
t han the Russian peasants wife. 't < s, 
they have some comforts. I hey have 
well furnished homes, but do they really 
enjoy them? Arc all these comforts 
and adornments of their rooms mot 
merely an imitation of the rich, imitation 
which compels the women to give their 
very life to be Mayes of ;ill, their sur
roundings? They start early in the 
morning, they stop late in the evening, « 
busy, hurrying. restless. They have 
not only, to work for producing food, 
clothes and keeping all ni tar y and 
clean, but the custom compels them to be

stylish, to hold the high standard of the 
exterior civilizjition.

To read serious books? To study? 
What ? You’ll laugh at them. They 
'•an not spend their precious time for 
such things ! They have to do their 
siuiro in making money for tlie sake of 
privileged ones. Then, ah! What
is tin- matter? The lif<-, moving forward 
slowly, jumps and runs like a waterfall, 
and puts before the women such problems 
as votes for women, which means know
ledge of polities and sociology; the war 
and its consequences; the unavoidable 
great change of international lift—the 
disarmament, the eternal peace, the 
endless progrws of human kind.

But how ;• re they to start Jill this 
without any knowledge of social science? 
The most responsible work of our life 
cannot be accomplished because we are 
not able to do it at once. We ;trc as 
the gospel girls, who had ho lights when 
the groom was coming already.

You write me about patience. I guess 
we arc too patient. As the great French 
writer, Voltaire, expressed himself : “ Pa
tience is the vice of the woaking masses. ” 
This patience demoralizes the privileged 
ones indeed.

\\ <■ have no t ime to lose. We have 
to start at once the study of the social 
science called Socialism. Joseph Andrews, 
in his beautiful, powerful style (“The 
Question of a Third Party,” M;iil Bag, 
Guide), advised us to do so. I don’t 
know Joseph Andrews personally. I 
never heard of him before, but his letter 
is his image, and I wish to say to him 
“Dear Comrade!” This word “Com
rade” means the best, highest feelings 
toward our conscious organized fellow- 
workers, regardless of their color, age 
or sex.

Yours for beauty,
MARY NICOLAEFF.

HELPFUL SUGGESTIONS
The Mother’s Magazine has a depart

ment for the exchange of ideas, from 
which wc clipped the following:

Odorless Sauerkraut Sauerkraut and 
boiled cabbage can be cooked in the oven 
by putting them in a pan or boiler and 
covering theyn with water. They will 
cook just as thoroughly in the oven as 
on the stove and there will be no un
pleasant odor from them.

When Using a Double Boiler—The 
contents of the inner vessel of a double 
boiler will cook much more rapidly if 
the water in the outer compartment is 
salted in the proportion of half a cup 
of salt to two quarts of water.

Durable Buttonholes I always work 
the buttonholes in my children’s every
day dresses with the soft mercerized cro
chet cotton which can be bought for five 
cents a spool. They can be made more 
quickly and ;ire stronger than when 
worked with ordinary sewing thread.

An Ironing Hint Fry using a brick 
for ;in ironing stand, and you will find 
that the irons will retain their heat much 
longer tluin when the stand is used.

For a Burned Saucepan -Never fill 
;tn enameled saucepan, that has once had 
the contents burn,- with soda and water. 
Instead fill it with cold .water, add two 
or three tablespoonfuls of salt and let 
stand over night. Then bring the water 
slowly to a boil and the saucepjin will be 
pcrf<'ct I v clean.

A Helpful Hint Some mothers might 
try my plan of getting the little ones 
to take their afternoon naps, willing
ly When they protested 1 explained 
that the mind and body require rest as 
well as food, and especially ;i great, deal 
of rest while growing, so the youngsters 
willingly consented to lie down to rest, 
letting it be distinctly understood that 
they didn’t mean to sleep. I made no 
objection only suggested that the little 
eyes be given a rest., too. In three min- 
utes they were sound asleep and so every 
day they “ rest ” from two to four.

The Guide has the foP owing little book
lets. of special interest to mothers, for sale 
it the merely nominal prices of 5c each for0 
• ' How to Teach the Truth to Children.” arid

Maternity. ’ ’ arm 10c for ‘The Most Won 
derful Story in the World.”


