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and so make the cost of m'ahufat:tﬂring and of
manufactured goods lower. It would also
compel railway companies and other fran-
chise corporations to contribute to the public
revenues. The term ‘“land,”” as used by the
advocates of the taxation of land values,
includes all natural resources, water powers,
mining rights, railway right-of-ways, and so
forth, and under the taxation of l;m(! values,
corporations, such as railways, _whu:h own
public franchises, would be required to pay
a tax on the value of that franchise which,
like the value of land, increases as population
increases and as the community makes
progress.

DIRECT LEGISLATION REFERENDUM

November 27, 1913, will be an important
day in the history of Saskatchewan.  On
that day the voters will decide whether or
not their province shall take a big step to-
ward a more perfect democracy, by adopting
Direct Legislation. As most of our readers
are, no doubt, aware, the-Saskatchewan
Legislature, at its last session, passed a
Direct Legislation bill embodying the Initia-
tive and the Referendum. Under this bill,
if and when it becomes effective, the people
of Saskatchewan will be enabled to frame
laws and present them by petition to the
legislature for enactment. It wi!l .also
enable the people, with certain restrictions,
to require bills passed by the legislature to
be submitted to the vote of the people before
going into effect. Direct Legislation, in fact,
will give the people control over tlu:ir'(:lw:t(:bd
representatives, and will make legislators
the servants instead of the masters of the
‘people who eleet them and pay their salaries.
It was provided in the law passed at the last
session of the Saskatchewan legislature, how-
ever, that the Direct Legislation bill should
not go into foree until it had itself been sub-
mitted to the people and approved by them
in a referendum vote, which was a perfectly
reasonable provision.  The vote is to be
taken throughout the provinee on Thursday,
November 27, and if a simple majority would
decide the question there would be little
doubt of the bill being put into effect. It is
provided, however, that, in order to carry,
the bill must not only have a majority of the
votes cast, but it must be supported by a
vote equal to 30 per cent. of the number of
names on the voters’ list prepared for the
provincial elections last year. To get a vote
of that size will be no easy task, and will
require a lot of hard work on the part of the
active supporters of Direct Legislation.
Members of the Grain Growers’ Association,
which has repeatedly declared for Direct
Legislation, will, no doubt, take a leading
part in the campaign, and we cannot too
strongly urge upon readers of The Guide the
importance of putting their shoulders to the
wheel to help forward the cause of Democ-
racy by securing a large vote. Even though
the 30 per cent. called for by the act is not
secured, it is likely that if a large majority
is recorded the legislature will make the bill
effective, and supporters of Direct Legisla-
tion need not, therefore, be discouraged by
the difficulty of getting out such a large pro-
portion of the vote. The executive of the
Saskatchewan Direct Legislation League has
passed the following resolution:

‘“Whereas, at the last session of the Provin-
cial Legislature an act was passed providing
for the inauguration of the principles of Direct
Legislation through the Initiative and Referen-
dum,

““*And whereas, a proclamation is being issued
for the taking of a vote of the electors of the
province on the said act on November 27 next,

“‘And whereas, all organizations interested
in enlarging the powers of the -people over
legislation are finding this method most effec-
tive and are awaiting an opportunity to apply
it, as is evidenced by appeals to our organiza-
tion for information as to time, place and
method,

‘“Therefore, be it resolved, by this meeting
of the executive of the Saskatchewan Direct
Legislation League, that a call be made to all
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Grain Growers’ Associations, Trades and Labor
Counecils, Ministerial -Associations and Social
and Moral Reform Leagues, together with all
other allied or interested organizations, to co-
operate with this League in arousing the people
of the province, to the end that a decisive vote
may be secured in favor of the act which is to
be submitted to the people of the province on
November 27.7’

As we have said before, the Saskatchewan
Direct Legislation Bill is capable of consider-
able improvement, but, nevertheless, it em-
hodies the principle which is aimed at, and
there is no doubt that by making it effective
the people of Saskatchewan will place them-
selves in a much better position to secure
gzood legislation and prevent the passage of
laws of which they do not approve.

FARMERS’ BILL OF RIGHTS

Elsewhere in this issué will be found the
resolutions passed by the Canadian Council
of Agriculture in session at Regina, on Oct.
24, 'There were present at that meeting the
chief -executive—officers—of —the—Manitoba
Grain® Growers’ Association, Saskatchewan
Grain Growers’ Association and the United
Farmers of Alberta, and the resolutions
passed have the backing of the three great
provinecial organizations. The Canadian
Council was wise in deciding to make repre-
sentations to the Dominion Government on
behalf of the Western farmers, and we be-
liecve that these representations cannot be
made too early nor too vigorously. The
Dominion Government has already made a
considerable step towards public ownership
and operation of terminal elevators and in
the erection of internal storage elevators.
The organized farmers have repeatedly de-
clared that they cannot have confidence in
the operation of the terminal elevators at the
lake front so long as they are in private
hands.” Those most deeply interested in the
marketing of grain are the farmers who pro-
duce it, and their views should carry most
weight in the question of the gstablishment
of a sample market. They l:gve declared
repeatedly that they do not want to see a
sample market established in Winnipeg until
such time as the terminal elevators are taken
out of private hands and operated by the
government. The leaders of the organized
farmers have studied the sample market
question and have seen the sample market in
operation in many places. They are, there-
fore, not speaking without knowledge. It
will be most unwise for the government to
force a sample market at Winnipeg against
the best interests of the grain growers. There
is no need of haste in this matter and the
Dominion Government would be better
advised to remove the duty on wheat and
flour and thus open the American market to
Canadian wheat. This would enable Cana-
dian grain to be sold on the Minneapolis
saumple market and give the Western Cana-
dian farmers.actual experience in the opera-
tion of a sample market.

The Canadian Council, in dealing with the
(questions of weights in elevators, co-opera-
tion and the taritf, were voicing the feeling
of the farmers on the prairies. It is most
necessary that the jurisdiction of the Board
of Grain Commissioners be extended over the
clevators east of kort Williamm and also that
they have full charge of weights in all the
elevators in Canada. The Department of
Inland Revenue has nothing to do with the
grain trade and, therefore, should not have
anything to do with the weighing of the
grain, which is of such vital importance to
every producer. Premier Borden, on his
western tour, gave a definite promise that
he would have a satisfactory co-operative
bill enacted and the Canadian Council are
merely asking him to fultil his promise. A
Federal bill would have advauntages over
three separate provinecial co-operative enact-
ments, as it would provide uniformity of
business management and operation.

The tariff resolution passed by the Cana-
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dian Council is very moderate in its tope
and demand. The United Farmers of Alberts
at their last convention, and also the Sas.
katchewan Grain Growers’ Association, de.
clared for free trade, and hoth organizationg
have bheen pushing the free trade propaganda.
The farmers of Western Canada as a 4\\'hole
are in favor of free trade and opposed ep.
tirely to the protective system. They have
not arrived at this conclusion witheut carefy]
study. They are better informed upon the
tariff question and the results of protection
than any other similar number of people in
Canada. They realize that a protective
tariff cannot be of any use to this country
and that it is merely a burden upon their
shoulders. When the Canadian Council 2oes
to Ottawa to place the Farmers’ Bill of
Rights before the government they will re-
ceive the support of the farmers all over
the three Prairie Provinees. It would be a
splendid thing if arrangements could be
made by which the Canadian- Council dele-
gates, when they arrive at Ottawa could be
supportéd hy the farmers in a tangible
manner.

A FRANK ADMISSION

When the new U.S. tariff bill was in con.
ference and there was a possibility that
wheat and flour would be placed uncondi-
tionally on the free list, the American millers
were seriously alarmed and strong repre:
sentations were made on their behalf to
President Wilson and the conferees. In a
telegram -to President Wilson, William C.
Edgar, in behalf of the American millers,
declared that they were prepared for reeipro-
cal free trade in flour between Canada and
the United States, but they objected to
Canadian millers having free access to the
American market, while American flour was
barred from Canada by a duty of 60 cents a
barrel. - Under these conditions, the tele-
gram stated, ‘‘Canadian millers can maintain
high prices in their home markets and saeri-
fice values in our markets, making a hand-
some profit on the transaction.’’ This is a
frank admission on the part of a protected
industry that the tariff is used to exploit the
home consumer and give an advantage to
residents of foreign countries. It is, perhaps
fortunate for Canada that Congress imposed
countervailing duties on wheat and flour,
because the strong probability is that, in
order to open the American ‘market to our
wheat and flour the Canadian parliament
will remove the duty from United States .
wheat and flour, and so bring about com-
petition between the millers on both sides of
the line.

How long is Canadian public life to be dis-
graced by charges of wholesale corruption
after every by-election? Sir Wilfrid Laurier
openly charges that the government won the
constituency of Chateauguay, Quebec, a few
days ago by means of fraud and corruption,
and The Toronto News deems it a sufficient
answer to retort that the Liberals spent
dollar for dollar with the Conservatives.
Meantime the people are wondering what
has become of Mr. Borden’s Halifax plat-
form (August 28, 1907, which expressly
promised ‘‘to prevent the accumulation of
campaign funds for corrupt purposes and to
prohibit contributions thereto by corpors-

‘tions, contractors and promoters.’’ All cam-

paign contributions must be published before
the people can tell whether the legislation
fathered by politicians is not simply a return
for the sinews of war supplied at election
times.

A bill has been . Fassed by the Alberta
Legislature under which a tax of 5per
cent. is imposed on the profits of

estate speculators. This is a move In
right direction, but it is letting the spe.culatol'!
off too lightly. The public create the increase
in value, but still they will only take 5 pef
cent. and leave the speculator 95 per cent.
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