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those who are sufficiently profane and
practical as to weigh them at their proper
value? The case of Col. Baker is, how-
ever, different from that of these men.
All that most of them have at stake is
their guinea or other fee for attendance at
dircctors’ meetings,  With Col. Baker, it
would appear to be vastly different. He
was personally interested in reezlizing
upon something like 18,000 acres of land,
his own property, less the mortgages with
which it was encumbered.

But there is more in it than this, unless
the Col. shows the contrary to be the case.
In the Public Accounts Committee’s report
recently published, there appears a voucher
from Col. Saker for 1,000 covering ‘' ex-
p2nses’’ in connec'ion with his mission to
England to represent the Government of
the Province at the opening of the Imperial
Institute and other matters of public

interest. The details of the voucher are:
Fare from VictoriatoNew York........§ 67 00
Montreal to Victoria 63 00

New Yorkto Liverpool.. ... 100 00

Liverpool to Montreal. 100 00
Travelling allowance, 67 days at $10... 670 00
Total $1,000 00

I am not «disposed to question the ab-
solute correctness of the voucher; but
there are those who venture to inquire
whether or rot a by no means inconsider-
able portion of the 67 days for which $10
per diem travelling allowance was paid,
were not consumed under the heading of
‘“other matters of public interest” in
working up the land scheme regarding
which the leader of the Opposition had the
temerity to make inquiries. It may be
that, as a correspondent of the Colonist
suggests, *‘ Colonel Baker has reason to
congratulate himself that the Victoria
Times has published his Cranbrook estate
properties, as it speaks for itself as a
straightforward business document, and
proves that there is nothing to conceal.”

But, if the Colonel himself is of this
opinion, perhaps he will take an early
opportunity of satisfying the public that
he did not occupy the time for which the
Province was paying his salary as well as
h_i's travelling allowances in working up
the Cranbrook estate project and prepar-
ing the prospectus which was headed * for
private circulation only.” Again, possibly,
he may be inclined to state why it was
that there was incorporated in that pros-
pectus a report on the preperty prepared
by aun official, salaried by the Provincial
Government and not at all remotely con-
nected with the Colonel’s own department.

. Was itsirictly honorable for the Honorable

Colonel to utilize the services of a Provin-
cial officer for such a purpose, and is he
acting honorably with the British invest-
ing public when he, who with his defen-
ders insists so much on points of honor,
caused such a document to be incorporated
with his prospectus?

Generally speaking, the present Govern-
ment should receive the support of those
who desire to see the Province advance,
and I hope the Hon. Theodore Davie and
his colleagues will not court defeat by
retaining a man who uses his position as
a member of the Government to float a
land scheme, which, though it may enrich

Col. Baker, cannot benefit the public io
the extent of even the pcltn,lm of $1,000.

There has been eonlldohble discussion

interest in the subject has not been con-
fined to the Unfited States, for Can-
adiais devour with eagerness anything
pertaining to this matter, which is of
such moment to our American neighbors.
This, together with the fact that a mem-
ber of the local Government has recently
written an essay on bimetalism, leads
to the interrogation, how would people
manage to get along if all the money in
the world were suddenly withdrawn from
circulation? It would paralyze business
and ambition, upset governments and
make a mess of things generally, as the
big ball does when it strikes the king
pin of the pyramid in the bowling alley.
Money has no value of itself. The ne-
cessities of barter and exchange have
given it an artificial value which by com-
mon consent could be given to sticks or
stone. or shell, or corks, or anything else,
almost as wellas to gold and silver and
copper, but it is not at' all likely that any-
one will try to do it. For many years now
the currency of the world has been
established on a gold basis, the price of
gold fluctuating less than the price of any
other metal, and it was the attempt of
the United States to upset the gold
standard and establish a silver standard
that has brought about the present erisis
in the States and is causing all the
trouble. If money were to be permanently
withdrawn from circulation, huoman
beings would have a hard time of it and
men would be reduced toa common level
with a vengeance. It has taken the world
a great many centuries to evolve its
system of currency as it stands to-day, and
it we all had to go back to the old
original system of trading a pair of boots
for a hat, and the like, it would be
awkward and bothersome all round. Some
men who live on the fat of the land
nowadays wou!d probably have a hard
time of it to keep from starving to death,

A talented contributor to the literature
of the present day asks this important
question in a recent issue of the New
York Sunday Mercury: “ Wil intellect-
ual] development make women ugly 1” 1
have heard that Ouida is decidedly plain-
looking, and it is said that many of the
leading authoresses almost approach
hideousness in appearance. Coming
nearer home it is an indisputable fact
that the brainiest women in Victoria are
by no means the most beautiful, In.
tellectual pursuits as a rule do not create
ugliness, but homeliness, They will cer-
tainly destroy in time the beauty of
most women. The process is retarded in
highly sensitive poetieal natures such as
was Mrs. Norton and ™Mrs, Browning,

Poetry ofitself is rcfining, but it cannot
preserve beauty in age.

The more women desire and work
fill the intellectual places of men, tl:
more they will become, like men, coarse,
or partly coarse—in fine, masculinity will
engraft itself on the fumale gro Men
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