{

H
¢

Juns 22nd, 1876 . -

here has boen no direct re-

.]Alo‘;mguﬁ‘;l r:ah accusation made nearly
: ears ago,—that the great body of the |
‘l'oy who are assisted by thq Mmm'on
‘],3::%' are unfaithful to the genuine prin-
: “:)f the church, as understood at the
glform.tion and embraced in the Formnul-
aries of the church,—we can not but feel

rsuaded that the number of tl'nono must
ﬁ: extremoly few, who caun seriously be-
lieve thas such accusations are well found-
od: and fewer still wno would venture to
designate the individuals to whom they
wmsttuoh this reproach. I am persuad-
od that the clergy generally of this diocese
have an intelligent and hearty conception
of the great vital doctrine of Justification by
Faith, sud make it a prominent part of their |
teaching. I have a confidence that there |
is o holding back of the fundsmeptali
truth thus expressed in our eleventh artiole,
that *“we are aocounted righteous beforo |
God, only for the merit of our Lord and |
Saviour goana Christ by faith, and not {or ‘
our own works or deserviags.” _Buat while |

| ministers of the Church, during the last |
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of tho daties that flow feom it, will after |
all be entertained and extanded. It has |
been a subject of congratulation that, in |
the awakened earnestness of members and |

forty years, communions lLave becoms |

 more frequent and communicants have

been very lirgely increased. This has

| helped to render the pablic worship of God
| more of a reality.

| pression, long so wrong(ully entsrtained,

It is removing the im-

that we go to the house of God to be hear-

| ers rather than worshippers ; that the
| prayer and praise which are the essentials
| of that worship, are of less importance and
| beneflt than preaching. This happy change
| has widely affected our Oanadian dioceses.

More stress is now being laid upon a de-
vout, earnest, elevating sorvice, reaching
the soul and improving the life, than upon
the richest eloquence of the human preach-
er. Not that even the * foolishness of
preaching " is to be undervalusd. It is a

werful auxiliary to the exercises of God's
1ouse of prayer ; it is especially so if aids
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deny that matrimony is itself holy, as our
Prayer Book declares it to be. It is to
treat, as withont significance, the com-
parison an apostle makes of it with the
Church as the spouse of Christ. It is a
fact indeed, not to be disputed, that a
clergyman is not faithfal to the require-
meents of the Chureh, if he should solemn-
ize holy matrimony in any other place
than in the house of Gad.  Should peou-
liar exceptional cuses present themselves—
and doubtless there will be such—in which
he should aonsider a relaxation of that rule
to be necessary, he would dissaver it to be
a prudent and satisfactory course to com-
municate with his Ordinary on the par-
ticulars of such cases, before committing
himself to the irregularity which is becom.
ing so frequent, and is proving so injarious.
I shall not, my brethren, trespass any
longer upon your time than to state briefly

the increasing claims upon our sympathies
and help of

FOREIGN MISSIONS,
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We have felt deeply this obligation in
the case of the Diocese of Algoma, and I
trust that our efforis to meet it will be
crowned with success. We have done some-

g gt lgate tHis funda- | to produce the conviction that no human
w‘ys'“m:::,n‘;:g g:ngt beo aocused of | Utterances of exhortation or warning can,
xr.ﬁng ite letter or spirit if they insist i in their influence upon the soul, bear com-

1a
B

-

ek

4

B

£

H
3

H

5
4

| FES2 8
r&gifﬂ f?’f-;f

13 VLN
Es.8E2

Ficeibn:

:
§ 2% 2 3

e R H EET

e

upon the manifestation of its fruits and | parison with those services of the Charch,

results in the individual life. The Apostle |
Bt. James is explicit nnd urgent in insist- |
upon the * good works "' which ‘should |
follow the acceptance of that vital truth. |
He shows how unprofitable such a profes-
sion of faith would be without its consistent
influence upon the daily life ; how, without
such fruifs, the justification could not be
complete.

And the ocordial reception of that leading
tenet should incite to, rather than dissuade
from, what is termed a *‘ sacramental re-
ligion,” not in the reproachful semse in
whieh it is oftea addressed, but in its tone
and evangelical meaning. It is faith in
the justifying merits of Christ which in-
cites his followers to a reverence for, and
the use of bis own instituted sacraments ;

" o that one pre-eminently which plaees so
significantly and impressively before us
his great sacrifice on the cross for the sins
of the world. The Christian feels that in
this commemoration, he brings himself
oloser o the Saviour who died for him.
He is thereby more deeply stirred to re-
pent of, and forsake the sins which made

that atonement necessary. Through this
striking remembrancer of the Saviour's
he is impelled more strongly to the

ess which shows itself in loving

works for Him. It rouses him in lassitude,

il renovates him in weariness, it gives him

oourage and strength in spiritual trials.

Aud, uoiting him thus in more close com-

anion with his Lord, it aids him in his
strivings for the holy mind and pure ex-
awple of that Lord. It helps to realize
what Bishop J eremy Taylor, in his Holy
viug, 8o beantifully represents :— As
creatures that live amo the snows

of the monatains turn white with their food

. oonversation with such perpetual

Whitenesses, 50 our souls may be transform-

ed into the similitade and union with Christ
by our perpetual feeding on Him, and con-

Yeraations, not only his courts, bu in his

very heart, and most secret affections, and

m’ﬂ’"‘!’l? purities.” If thisbe a sacra-

mental religion, then it owes itself to a full
snd deop appreciation of the Saviour's
atonement. It is evolved, as we

Ay say, from a thoughtfal, dutifal con-

::nplshon of the way and means by which

is ‘:ﬂ:o!sd our j;uutliﬂgation before £ od ;l it
videnoe of the fai i o la
hold on tiat Aoy aith by which we lay

. While we must regret and deprecate ill-
:’mﬁq and ill-oonsidered dhom!:iom upon

Subject 80 sacred, we shall hope that a
Slearer Percoplion and higher appreciati

which bring us into nearer communion
with our God, and Baviour, and Sanctifier,
and surrounded us with the atmosphere of
heaven.

These remarks natarally lead to some
words upon the duty of the clergy to be
conscientiously strict in their

OBSERVANCE OF THE DIRECTIONS OF THE
CHURCH,

| in the manner of performing its services.

No one has a right to slight those require-
ments ; either by introducing what are ob-
vious incongruities or  dispensing
with what is manifesily essential to
the completeness and edification of the ser-
vice. In visiting churches throughout the
diocese, I notice occasional iregularities,
which can be adverted to with a total ab-
sence of the spirit of censure or rebuke.
As an instance, I may affirm that it was
never meant that in the invocations of the
blessed Trinity at the commencement of
the Litany, the people should repeat the
words after the minister, as they would in
the Lord's Prayer or General Confession ;
but the people are to wait until the min-
ister has finished, before repeating them-
selves those humble addresses to the Triune
Deity. Would the response, 1t is nataral
to ask, be inserted separately, if it were
not to be repeated separately ? This ma,

possibly be regarded as a matter little
worthy of notice, but nothing is to be so
regarded that is obviously an infringment
of the directions of the church; whx.oh is
likely to be viewed as a novelty and inno-
vation, and is oalculated to disturb t_he
minds of many earnest and pious worship-

rs.
peIf all, 00, should be careful to shew in-
difference to the solemn declaration that
they * will conform to the Liturgy as it is
by law established,” it must be left to the
consciences of those who have made this
declaration, how far they are violatiag it,
when, after the alms oblations of the
congregation are laid upon the holy table,
they fail to repeat the prayer that specially
asks of God the acoeptance of those alms
miinf;n&gsdm“ to the Synod in 1869, I
adverted in earnest terms to the duty of
solemnizing marriages in the place in
which we are explicitly desired to do so.
This servioe is appointed to take place, nor
in any private dwelling, not at the resi-
denoce of the bride's father or mother, as is

f A
Z} To separate the ceremonial from

an agsociation so holy, is practically to

uently announced ; but in the house P

thing for Rupert’s Land, but the apfnl
about to be placed in the hands of the
members of the Bishop of that territory,
pleads for further and eontinued assistance.
By its clear and persuasive statements we
can not fail to be affected; all that is re-
quired is to take action upon them. The
sum asked from us would be but a mite each
from the individuals of the diocese, and bat
a small amount from each of our parishes;
and if these do not anticipate usin aseessing
themselves for a proportionate offeri >
they would receive, I am peuusdod,.:?tsh
grace and favour, any practical suggestions
on this point from the Committee on
Foreign Missions, which has recently been
organized in this city. Nor wﬂ this
committee fail to act for another
the Dioccse of Saskatchewan, whose ener-
getic lliishop is dsumg‘ “lfor aid to introd ::
G light and privileges to so man:
mgo:xpt:d ones within the area of his dﬂﬁod
oversight. To all such reasonable and jas-
tifiable appeals there should be & ready re-
sponse from those who have never them-
selves been without those privil whose
lot it never has been to live in dark-
ness and shadow of death in which so
many of the Indians of this continent are
placed. )
Having brought my words o a conelu-
sion, I have now fo express my hope that
this seseion ‘of our Synod will prove a plea-
sant and prosperous ome. Such as-
suredly be the issme, if all its members
shall address themselves faithfully and
honestly to its work; with the love of
Christ, and the love of the brethren con-
straining them ; with the hearty determina-
to make all their deliberations and acts
conducive to the maintenance of unity and
peace. May the Holy Spirit so move and
direct us, that of this Synod it be felt
and said, that it laboured dati and
earnestly for the harmony and union, and
the edifieation and happiness of all those
members of God's Church, whoge spiritaal
well-being it was appointed o promote !
The Bishop’s address was well received
by the Synod. ol
The Rev. A. J. Brougham was re-elected
Hon. Clerical Secretary, and Dr- Hodgins,
Houn. Lay Secretary. _ 1
Oa the motion of Mr. Harman, W. P.
Atkinson, Eeq., was i re-elected

unanimously
Secretary-Treasurer of the Synod.
ted were presented and ocoupied the
rest of the time until the hour of adjourn-
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