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[For the Provincial Wesleyan.] 
DOCTRINAL SKETCHES.—No. 4.

THE DIVINITY OP CHRIST

■ Of the doctrines of Scripture some are
evidently of more importance that others. 
They appear frequently on the sacred page, 
and in a great variety of aspects. They 
arc also inseparably related to all that con­
cerns our present and eternal welfare, and 
they challenge, under the severest penal­
ties, our acceptance and cordial embrace. 
If anything must be believed, they must. 
It anything may be distinguished as au es­
sential of Christianity, to that class of sub­
jects they unquestionably belong.

Conspicious among these, stands forth 
the true Deity of the man Christ Jesus. 
With searching effect to us, as to the man 
whom he bad cured of life-long blindness, 
He Hmself addresses the enquiry “ Dost 
thou believe in the Son of God?” With 
solemn grandeur does He still declare,” 
“ The Father judgeth no man, but hath com­
mitted all judgment unto the Son, that all 
men should honor the Son, even as they 
honour the Father. He that honooreth not 
the Son, hoooreth not the Father which 
hath sent Him." Nor can words of sim 
pier meaning or of more appealing force 
be imagined that those which the fore-run­
ner of the Saviour pronounced respecting 
Him, “ He that beiieveth on the Son hath 
everlasting life ; and he that beiieveth not 
the Son shall not see life ; but the wrath of 
God a bidet h iu him.”

This doctrine places the Redeemer before 
us as one of the Divine Three, in the unity 
of the Godhead, and therefore as worthy of 
all worship both from the race of roan and 
the hosts of heaven. That His Sonnhip is 
not the result of the economy of grace ; that 
it is original, unique, and eternal, is satis­
factorily shown in the Scriptures of truth. 
God hath spoken to us by His Son, “ by 
whom also He made the world.” Then, 
before all worlds He was “ the only begot­
ten ol the Father.” When therefore the 
Father snith to Him, as to any of the angels 
He does not say “ Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee,” He must refer 
to some day prior to the existing time—to 
the day of eternity itself.

The same fact, in reference to the 
Saviour is claimed by St. Paul in the be­
ginning of bis epistle to the Romans ;
“ Concerning Ilis Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, which was made of the seed of David 
according to the flesh, and declared to be 
the Son of God with power, according to 
the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection 
from the dead.” Here the two natures, 
though both united in the person of Christ, 
are placed in contradistinction to each 
other. Each is distinct and after its kind. 
He could no more be the Son of God be­
cause He was the Son of David, than He 
could be the Son ol David simply on the 
ground of His being the Son of God. He 
was, as elsewhere in the same epistle the 
Apostle styles Him, the proper or “ own 
son” of God, and was therefore Himself)
“ over all, God blessed forever."

It were easy to multiply quotations from 
the Scriptures, which assign the most ex­
clusive titles of Deity to our blessed Lord. 
His approach is heralded as “ Immanuel, 
which, being interpreted is God with us.”
He is “ the great God even our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.” “ This is the true God and 
eternal life.” His own profession—and we 
must regard it either as sober truth or the 
most outrageous blasphemy—was, “ I and 
my Father are one.” But, perhaps, the 
most significant is that found in the first 
chapter of the epistle to the Hebrews. It 
is the utterance of God himself—of Him 
who declares He “ will not give Ilis glory 
to another.” “ But unto the' Sou He saith, 
Thy throne O God is forever and ever.” 
And again, so far is He from ranking Him 
with one of even the highest angels, that 
“ when He bringeth in the first begotten 
into the world,” in reference to the son of 
man, in His infantile conditon, “ He saith, 
let all the angels of God worship Him !”

Are there qualities of nature, peifections, 
which must of necessity belong to “ the 
High and lofty one,” and which can belong 
to none else ? Then all these perfect ions 
are claimed for our Redeemer. The 
“ name” by which God made Himself 
known to Moses, and through him to the 
Children of Israel was expressive of His 
eternal existence, “I am,” said He, “THAT 
1 am.” But Christ asserted Hie right so 
unequivocally to the same attribute that 
“ the Jews took up stones to cast at Him.” 
Calliug attention to His own profession He 
exclaimed “ Verily, verily, before Abraham 
was, I am.” Is God literally the Almighty ?
“ What things soever He doetb, these also 
doetb the Son likewise.” Is He every­
where present ? Then did our Lord testify 
in the day of His humiliation, “ No man 
hath ascended up to heaven, but He that 
came down from heaven, even the Son ol 
man which is iu heaven.” And for the 
perpetual encouragement of His people in 
all places He bath declared “ Where two 
or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am 1 iu the midst of them.” As ol 
the Father it is affirmed that “ He is a God 
of knowledge and with Him actions are 
weighed,” that, while man lookelh at the 
outward appearance, it is His prerogative 
to look “ at the heart,” so of the Saviour it 
is asserted that “ He needed not that any 
should testify of man : for He knew what 
was in man ;” and He Himself declares,
“ All the Churches shall know that I am 
He which seareheth the reins and the 
heart.” If then he that possesses eter­
nity of existence, omnipotence of energy, 
omnipresence, and omuisience is truly God, 
it follows indisputably that Jesus Christ is 
God ; or as the Apostle bas it, “ in Him 
dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily.”

Other evidences of this fact are furnish­
ed by the works which He has wrought. 
There is no act which is exclusively ascri­
bed to God, or which in the very nature of 
it implies “His eternal power and God­
head,” hut it is equally ascribed to the Sou 
of God. “ All things were made by Him, 
and without Him was nothing made that 
was made.” Nowhere is this brought out 
with more distinctness of detail, with great­
er force and unquestionable authority than 
in St. Paul’s Epistle to the Colossians. And 
it is observable that this description of cre­
ative energy and of universal preservation, 
control, and possession, follows immediate­
ly upon the announcement of the I <WtT*
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>y Him, and for Him ; and He is before 
ill things, and by Him all things consist.” 
Great then, as the work of creation is, it is 
His work, and if

“ Tis greater to redeem,” 
this is also His. And ultimately He will 
bring the present order of thing* to an end. 
As Creator he shall fold up like a vesture 
this earth and those heavens which are the 
work of His hands. As Redeemer He 
shall sit upon the throne of His glory, 
rouse all the slumbering dead from their 
graves, conduct the judgment, gather the 
saint* home to heaven, and appoint the un­
holy to their doom, “ where their worm ! 
dieth not and the fire is not quenched " 

There is one additioual line ef argument 
in reference to our Lord’s Divinity which, 
while equally demonstrative with the oth­
er*, is more immediately adapted to lend ns 
to a proper improvement of the subject. 
To Him have been accorded the highest 
honors of Divine worship, and it is onr 
most imperative obligation to “ give unto 
Him the glory due unto His name.” In the 
days of Hi* flesh, angels, men, and dem­
ons alike acknowledged His supreme au­
thority and paid Him the reverence which 
belong* to none but God. Were they mis­
taken ? If so, not one would have so 
soon, so sharply have rebuked their idola­
try fh he himself. On no occasion did He 
do so. He rewarded hie worshippers. He 
answered their prayers, He healed their di­
seases, He increased their faith. More 
than this, at the solemn hour when He was 
about to leave the world He spake iu such 
làoguage to bis disciples as can only he un­
derstood by admitting his right to re­
ceive the homage of human hearts, “ What­
soever ye shall ask in my name that will I 
do, that the ‘Father may be glorified iu the 
Son.’ ” “ Hitherto have ye asked nothing in 
my name ; ask and ye shall receive, that 
your joy may be full.” After they had 
been led out to Bethany, and had seen their 
Master carried up to heaven “ they wor­
shipped him and returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy.” Stephen in the very fact 
of dying committed his soul >o the Lord 
Jesus, and to him, in reference to his mur­
derers prayed, “ lay not this sin to their 
charge.” And however men may treat 
this doctrine uow, or the plan of salvation 
which rests upon it, if there be truth in 
the Scriptures of either the Old or the 
New, “God also hath highly exalted Him, 
and given him a name which is above every 

' name ; that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, ot things in heaven and 
things in earth, and things under the earth : 
and that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father.” Be it ours while the day of 
grace lasts to hear his voice, to follow his 
example, to trust iu his sacrificial death, 
and to place ourselves under his sovereign 
protection. Seeing Him not as yet, but 
believing in him, let us love him with life 
most ardent affection, and serve him will 
the most grateful and untiring devotion. 
And if to us “to live” be “ Christ,” llien 
just as certainly “ to die ” will he “ giwn.”

, , . — — r «ww » reaoive id the breast0f’iÜDWnkTUW ThevnnU0 T'vr ~ V** ,inner ,0 the mere, ofot Ilis Divinity. They only magnify His God offered to all and escape tGe •• death 
condescension and love towards us ; “ lu that never dies ” P
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“VT ;LWho “ almost all, are materialists, believing the £ „ f8 f he 10VW,Li° God' the tirat- soul to be a part of the body and bavin- no 

born of every creature : for by Him were existence separate from the body as will be
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ther lbey be throues, or dominions, or prin- a ‘ soul........... The first living soul was the
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at the same time all body.” “ We have j 
frequently asserted that the soul has never 
been proved to he anything more than an 
attribute or a consequnt arisiug Irom the 
living organized body ; and is no more a part 
of the body than the tone is a part of the 
organ.” To prove these assertions, two 
of which taken from a work by one author 
are evidently contradictory, appeal is confi­
dently made to .Genesis in which it is assert­
ed no account is given of the creation of the 
soul, as distinct from the creation of the 
man. Admitting this to be the case, what 
does it prove ? It is no evidence that the 
soul iloes not exist, that nothing is said about 
its creation unless the author of Genisis has 
somewhere told us that he has given a full 
and complete account of the creation. There 
are other things pertaining to man, such as 
conscience, will, Ac., which are not named 
in the history of the creation : but has be 
therefore no conscience or will ?” If there is 
doubt a hunt the matter our duty is to see 
what other portions of the Scripture say 
with regard it, and acting upon the princi­
ple that the Bible is its own best interpre­
ter, to explain and illustrate one portion of 
the record by another. Now, how do these 
materialistic ideas agree with the words of 
our Saviour, “ Fear not them which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the soul, hut 
rather fear him, Ac., (Matt. x. 28) ? We 
have just quoted “ a dead body is a dead soul 
and a dead soul is a dead body,” and also 
•• The soul has never been formed” Ac. 
When therefore the hod* is dead the soul is 
dead. When therefore “ the living organ­
ized body” is killed “ the attribute or 
consequent” must be killed. But Jeans as­
serts that men after “ killing the body may 
he able to do no more, while God is able to 
destroy both soul and body in hell. The 
language most unequivocally implies that 
“ the living organized body” may he killed, 
while the soul is not killed, and therefore the 
sdul cannot be called an “ attribute or conse­
quent" of the body. “ If man uow has a 
soul which etiu exisfindependcut of the body, 
then the first man had such a soul, and if 
the first man had such a soul, than such a 
soul was created whether we have a distinct 
account of its créai iou or not.”

Yet, we are by no means willing to ad­
mit the silence of the first chapters of Gen­
esis regarding the existence of man's spirit­
ual nature. Though the word translated 

soul" is applied to inferior creatures a* 
well as man, on account of tlie poverty of 
language, it is more than once said of man, 
and only of him. that he was made in the 
“ image of God.” This expression cannot 
refer to his bodily organization, for “ God 
is a spirit,” and if the soul is an “ attribute 
or consequent of “ living organized body," 
it is material and consequently cannot re­
present spirit or be an image ot spirit. A 
material thing cannot represent or bear 
image of an immaterial thing. This image 
of God must therefore consist in something 
distinct from material organism, and in what 
can it consist excepting iu the attributes and 
endowments of the soul, which according to 
the words of the Saviour man cannot kill 
though he may kill the body. C. J.

ist of onr common faith or privileges who
might assail us, while, under the present
regulation, the first notes of warning were
being sounded. That is evidently what we
are coming to. If a contest over Church
privileges or principles of vital importance
to Religion, is to ensue East or West, no
one can doubt the issue who has studied
the comparison which Roman Catholicism 
i—— •- r.------- •

improvised sleigh ; sn j to the dancing music of 
* hundred or more tiny bells—with s road ss 
level as the floor—with ringing laughter or <
with cheerful song—the train starts, awakening ! “u *Tur ,,nr" Dce
a senae of enjoyment which the annual sleigh 1 member of the Church uf Ch ist 
ride only brings. £n reefs to some social 
gathering, or some distant evening service, a 
tine night will witness often twenty or more ol

.---------------------------— ..viunu VBiaulltHin -, »... , ' .bears to Protestantism as exhibited in the the**’ P»«'«s—cheerjjil without levity, serious 
recently published statistics. But it will hut not »ad—with s*ngs of Zion often miking____ ______ _ AJUt Ik Will
require time and organization, to secure 
any advantage. Why not secure the ne­
cessary executive connection before the 
emergency comes which every one fore­
sees is drawing nearer every day ?

It must be confessed that other Churches
have manifested more purpose in respect to
.1,:- J-— •'----------------- ~ "

* The sounding aisles of the dim woods ring 
With anthems of the free.”

you picked up by the roadside and prayed with ! tpeets than one. it is calculated »ot only to 
until I found peace." She had retained the j meet a pressing demand for minis lens! labour 
peace she found in that impromptu prayer- 1 at Oporto it*If. where Mr. James Cassells, a 
meeting, and had evor since been a consistent i devoted local preacher, has collected a consid- 
mcmber of the Church of Ch ist. j erable society and congregation, but it is likely

Many other similiar circumstances are, 1o h»vc » powerful rellex influence on the 
crowding on my memory while 1 am writing ' neighbouring nation. In a communication re­
but I must forbear at present.—City Road j ecnly addressed to the missionary
May mine for Feb.
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NOTICE OF REV. N. D. GEORGE’S 

BOOK.
“ ANNIHILATION NOT OF THE BIBLE.”

NO. 2.

Two terms of frequent use in the Scrip­
tures are “ hades” and “ gehenna.” A re­
ference to Josephus’ “ Discourse to the 
Greeks concerning Hades” will show us 
what meauiug was in the popular Jewish 
opinion attached to them. Hades was 
a general term applied to the whole re­
gion of disembodied spirits, but, particular­
ly to the abode of the spirits of the wicked, 
where they remain until their final de­
parture to “ gehenna,” the lake of fire, this 
departure to take place at the resurrection. 
“ Abraham’s bosom" is the name they gave 
to that compartment of “ hades" in which 
the spirits of the righteous dwell until their 
admission at the resurrection to the bliss of 
heaven. Whenever then a Jew beard men­
tion made of souls tormented and suffering 
in “ hades," his thoughts would instantly 
be carried to that apartment of the region 
of disembodied spirits, which was the abode 
of the spirite of the wicked. And whenever 
he heard mention made of “ Abraham’s bo­
som,” his thoughts would instantly travel 
to that apartment of “ hades” which was the 
abode of the spirits of the pious dead. We 
use the phrase “ old country" as a familiar 
name of Great Britain. When we hear of 
any body going to the “ old country,” we 
are immediately transferred in thought be­
yond the sea to the home of our forefathers. 
Just in the same way, when a Jew heard 
any person speak of “ Abraham’s bosom,” 
he would he transferred iu thought beyond 
the sea of death to the place where happy 
spirits were “ gathered unto their fathers.” 
Now the Saviour in the parable of the “ Rich 
man and Lazarus” employs these terms. 
Does be or does lie not use them iu the po­
pular sense ? If he does not his language 
is plainly deceptive. If he does, his words 
are conclusive against annihilation. To 
which horn of the dilemma will we cling? 
All who believe in his immutable truthful­
ness aud regard him as incapable of decep­
tion roust admit that be used the terms 
above referred to in the usual signification, 
just as any Jew would in conversation with 
his neighbor. The rich man died and was 
buried aud Lazarus also died ; both men iu 
a state of conscious existence, one in the 
place where according to the Jewish idea 
the spirits of the just go and the other 
where the spirits of the wicked go, and be­
tween them there was a “ great gulph fix­
ed” over which passage was impossible.

We do not attempt to conceal the myste­
ry that hangs around the awful doom of the 
sinner. But, if God’s word is reliable, if it 
is to be interpreted, a* other books, by its 
obvions manning, the conclusion is irresisti­
ble. And this parable of Christ alone is

(For the Provincial Wesleyan )
SHALL WE HAVE A GENERAL 

CONFERENCE?

We mean by this question, a general 
consolidation of Methodism throughout this 
Dominion. By the recent authentic state­
ment which went the round of the Press, 
and which must have startled others besides 
Methodists, our numerical Ministerial force 
throughout British America, is the largest 
of the Churches, with one exception. Ro­
manism is always a unit. That is per­
haps no argument in its favor ; for its most 
frightful anathemas are levelled against 
secession, which it designates as schism and 
denounces as the most damnable of crimes. 
That is the citadel of Popery—its unanimi­
ty. Around it the most valiant spirits have 
ever fought with fixed purpose of conquer­
ing.

Protestantism brook* free-thought and 
discussion—indeed derives much of its vi­
tality from deliberate and independent in­
terchange ef ideas. W hen opinions differ 
so seriously in any Church that the vari­
ous elements cannot well he fused, sept ra­
tion is not only admissable but advantage­
ous. The new ecclesiastical existence be­
comes itself a living and aggressive power.

It is otherwise within the the jurisdiction 
of Popery. There may not be two opinions 
—that would he one too many. And the 
design in this is more comprehensive than 
many imagine. Not only shall Romanism 
show an undivided Church, as a rebuke to 
the disintegrated bodies around, and as a 
proof of its divine origin, but it preserves its 
individuality for coercive purposes. The 
most withering curse agaiust the offender is 
that of excommunication. The fold once 
reft aud ibis anathema becomes ineffectual. 
The van of excommunication once dispens­
ed with, Pope Pius subsides into very or­
dinary importance. Hence, unity in Ro­
manism may he no merit, and divisions 
among Protestants no cause fbr reproach. 
As to the evidence of God’s favor which the 
unbroken existence of Popery is said to 
present, we have only to say, that the his­
tory of modern evangelical combinations 
most forcibly indicates the vast superiority 
of Protestantism, when properly regulated 
and cemented, for all the purpose* of moral 
and religious reform. The influence of the 
Romish hierarchy to-day among the masses 
of this or the other continent, hears no com­
parison to that of evangelical agencies when 
united in common purpose.

But here lies our weakness :—the want 
of centralization. The machinery is now 
so disjointed that months are required to 
set it in motion for any combined purpose. 
There is no reason why some executive

The anneal report of the Wesleyan '* Home 
Mission and Contingent Fund,” tor the past 
year is now published, and, if not already, will 
soon be in the baud* of the subscribers. If 
rarefnlly read end studied this will be found to 
be a document of uncommon interest. It is 
gratifying to find that the financial resources of 
this important department of Methodism have 
been steadily increasing from year to year, 
ever since its reorganisation in 1866, the con­
tributions and collections in aid of the fund 
having new reached the noble sum of FJb.TlU. 
But large at this amount may appear, it come 
Car abort of meeting the argent demands for 
that increase of evangelical agency which the 
continually aggressive march ot Method! 
create» on every hand, sod which most be 
met if its character is to be maintained as a
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perhaps afford to leave the interests of of beauty unsurpassed by thought, and far su- , m t £100 000 will fully meet the
Prrotestant.,m to its guardianship in Asa. poriorto.il description. Let It be in the conn- l ^rel, thw, L m, Utopian idea ; but

and savannas gti- Treasonl^V th^i-atio. * 
but evem. both at homo and in our own - »■ sparkling gems, which «»«*.. the bark of .fcch might 4M» be reaehad by a people tike 
midst have recently been assuming such ,he trce'' bow down the tops of the spruce u* Wesleyan Methodists of the United King- 
phases aa could not but elicit our emphatic and pine with loads of brilliants, deck every ^em- could they be made to Ses aed Jltei it» ue- 
proteet or our wârm approsal. Questions teft of moss, every spire of grass, everything cessity and importance.
of the first moment to religious liberty are »hicb rises above the ground—the diminutive Lel briefly glance at the ejects and la-
now reaching national importance. Our shrub, the scarlet partridge berry, the green bours of this department of Methodism frith the
voice will be heard of necessity in Ameri- hemlock, the multifarious underbrush, all retain Wport before us. Its aim is threefold—to Sa­
ra, as it recently has been iu Eoglaud on their iodividaat colouring, and vary the oniver- ^ r an(1 dependent, circuits wjtlj annual 
the subject of Education. There are omi- sal pageant with the, contrasted hues, of the „ranta supplement their - ‘
nous attitudes assumed by Ecclesiastical emerald, the amethyst, the jarper, the topaa. - - ' ” -
dignitaries, and sanctioned by the Imperial amj ^ dazzling diamond, 
name, which would indicate a disposition l„ our younger day, wu essayed the mu*.
to overshadow the representatives of ln(1 mixWly venture to produce the scene 
Churches much superior lo their own in ___r
numbers, wealth, and energy. Our nati-
nnul ezs.s 1* sea »*-* *— L,‘* ‘ ** ‘ ’oiml scale in tact i. but adjusting itself, and "Stern winter reigns^m every branching d^d Wrefaya* inth. Britiah Arm, mul 
ecclesiastical weight will hasten the prepou- pine, 7 * Hoyal Nary. 1 he great importance of each

_______________—..u.iup stocii, ntiu

ecclesiastical weight will hasten the prepon­
derance to one side or the other. An emi­
nent Statesman took the liberty of quietly 
snubbing the Methodistic officials who ten­
dered ministerial aid to the project of re-

their own financial efforts 
for the support pf (he Gospel ; to aid in the 
support of Heme Missionaries, property *" 
called, in neglected districts, both in town aed 
country ; and to aaiataia chaplains to minister 
te declared Weakyane inti* British Army and

Innumerable brilliants deck each s these departments ef Christian labour-— —- .. .a. wov« ««sen spray, —- - • - -r--------- ■»— — —•—------- ——
Droop pendent from the boughs which nsust be acknowledged by every truly enlight-

____i r M__________m j . r ... vlcI,intertwine.
Or overhang the beaten snow-white way : 
The frozen waters ot the distant baycovering the North-west front "rebellion. I Are winter’, roadway; and a starry gfurr 

«r •<” ■ ,1 Lights midnight hours with splendour

SCENERY AND SEASONS IN, 
ERN BRITISH AMERICA

eard follower of the Lord Jesus. We are not 
going to make invidiou* ^roparisons, or to 
point out real or supposed' contrasts as to the 
relative importance ot these respective fields of 
evangelical labor ; much leas would we suggest 
anything approaching to oompetltlon between 
the home aod foreign missions ol Methodism. 
In the very nature of things there can he no 
real competition or antagoniem.for their daim, 
are harmonious and identical. Every depart­
ment ol the work is important, and none ought 
to be neglected. " This ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the ether end*." The 
interests ef Methodism are one and inseparable 
all the world over ; and it is a remarkable net 
that the beet friend* and supporters at one

, - —— branch of the work are • generally the bestOtherwise loeg stnee forgotten, which yet need friend, ,upportwi of each other. And is
only the touch ol the enchanter, thought to „ not remarkable that those who croak
bring to rememberance. aoj find ,aB]t Wlth one enterprise generally

My mind goes back to one winter which wit- ^ good to do very little for any
nessed the most wide-spread influence 1 ever other?
knew, and yielded the mort bleswd results. But what is the homo missionary organiaa- 
Every denomination in the Christian Church tion of Methodism doing ? According to the re- 
shared the* reviving influences, and multi- port to which we have alluded, in addition to 
tudes were converted to God. I well remem- tbe aid which it affords to dependent circuits, 
ber driving home through the forest one night it ,upporU j„ whole or part, seventy-,la home 
with a heart free and liizht. and a hodv w^ll —i------ —1»-• - «... j -

Would he have dooe so had these gentle- - -
men stood in the capacity of represent*- * than ___
a. . .. w \ ,1 ri • And gems the scene, which Winter, ____tives to a united Church the secoud id the and boiry.
Dominion? Romanism is a formidable Has. with a magic wand, cast into rich array." 
power, not because it outnumbers all other , . .
Churches in the Domiuion, but because it . ** w,nter’ 1whea1sl1 ,srm work “ 
is compact in organization and harmonious r,,l> '"N4 “ tUe *es*on- lo' •I"*»1 effort 
in utterance. Let Methodism be united, wiih the Christian minister lor the great work 
and Presbyterianism linked to it in a com- of 'hi* mission. Protracted meetings are organ- 
mon defence ot Protestant principles, and '*«d, sometimes lasting a fortnight at a time— 
statesmen will learn, as well as ecclesias- marvellous success often attending these con- 
lies whepo really lies the balance oVpower. tinuous efforts. One’s mind wanders back

This, however, is but a single *----- - “
the question we propose to di 
shall return to it with some co; 
of its importance.

A. W.

WITH REMINISCENCES OF MISSIONIN’ LABOUR,

By the Rev. C. Churchill, M. A.

— -.......6 .u.vugu mo lurest one mgnt it supports in whole or part, seventy-six homeThe general impression of the untravelled w;tb a heart free and light, and a body well missionary ministers, sad eight chaplains to
English mind on the subject of the hyperbore- wearied through daily and hourly effort, when minister to Britisn Methodist soldiers and sail- 
an region of the North American climate is, the deep stillness of the woods was broken by or, at several garrisons and naval porta. Some 
that the severe cold is the fruitful source of ,uch unwonted sounds, that, had I not willed to 0f the results of the labours of these devoted 
discomfort and severe suffering. A greater ,topj mv .agacions steed would have compelled servant, of God may be seen in their reports 
mistake could scarcely be made, and it is our me by stopping of his own accord. I listened which apfiear Irom time to time in the Mage- 
wish to modify the idea and present a true pic- gggeriy for the repetition of the cries, nor z;nei lud a^o the statements which are made
ture- had I long to wait or wonder: far off there i„ the able document before us. These results

The winter season is the season par excel- was a poor soul in the agonies of penitence, are of the most clear, tangible, and satisfactory 
lence of holiday and enjoyment. In the true who had retired into the deep forest,—snppoe- character. Not only has the light of the 
winter there are no slushy roads, no drizzling ing himself far beyond human ear,—and was "glorious Gospel of the blessed God” been 
rain, no damp fogs. That there are all the* in then engaged in earnest wrestling with God made to shine, by means of this agency, where 
abundance is very true ; but this is not the true in prayer for pardon and forgivness. It was all was darkness and desolation before, but 
winter. The season of which we write is one aUch a prayer as I have never heard since—a precious immortal souls have lieen savingly con- 
of Italian skies—“ darkly, deeply, beautifully loud-voiced cry, pleading with God for mercy, verted to God, and brought into h ippy fellow- 
blue." The son shines with a brilliancy un- ami so fervent that I could have longed to join «'tip with the Church of Christ. Tins tit, been

in it ; hut it was near the midnight hour, home especially tke ca-e in connection with the work 
was distant, and the place of prayer inacceasi- in the anuy and navy, M my a converted sol- 
ble from the road, and I could but join my djer and ssilor hu gone forth w distant leads, 
earnest petition with the suppliant yet unknown carrying with him the good seed of the king 
and pursue my journey homeward with a joyful dom 0t God; and mtny a mother's à iart bas 
h|,,rt been made to sing for joy on hearing that ber

blue.” The sun shines with a 
known to us in England’, winters. Every ves­
tige of road and lence is concealed. A pall 
of snowy whiteness shrouds everything except 
forest scenery and human habitations. The 
snow, as it falls, is not flaky and soft, but hard

secretaries
Mr. Caselts says : " Oporto is only about sixty 
mile* Irom Tay, ami eighty Irom Vigo, two 
Spanish towns; so, if the Committee should 
have any intention of establishing a mission in 
the nofh of Spain, it might be easily included 
in the Oporto Circuit."

This circumstance viewed in connection with 
what is being done by tho Wesleyan Mission­
ary Society in other parts of the Veuinsula, al- 
fortls ground of hope for the future of a very 
necessitous part of the mission field, la addi­
tion to bis awful labors among the British sol­
diers at Gibraltar, the Rev. R. B. Lytli has re­
cently travelled overland to Oporto to preach 
and to administer the sacrauieul to the society 
there, pending the arrival of the newly appoint­
ed missionary. In the course of his journey 
•hr.rogh Spain he called at Linares, and spent 
two happy and useful Sabbaths mini during to a 
few Englishmen and their families who reside 
there in connection with the lead mines. It 
was refreshing to the missionary to find a little 
Methodist class duly organised, aud in a pros­
perous state, nnder the care of Mr. Kicluids, a 
pious leader and local preacher, who t« assist­
ed in his evangelical labours at this interesting 
settlement by Mr. Rendait. In a letter to the 
missionary secretaries, Mr. Lyth says t “ This 
place, 1 repeat it, is aa opening for a Gospel 
minister in this part of Spain. Hundreds of 
Spaniasds are prepared to listen to the word 
of truth. The call is to English Methodist*. 
Let them hear the call of duty, and they will 
have a minister at Linares'

Nor must we forget the pleasing fact that t he 
.Wesleyan Missionary Society has at Barcelo­
na a duly accredited agent with an important 
educational establishment under hie ears, in the 
superintendence ol which, and m direct evangel­
ical labors among the people, he funis ample 
scope for his zealous and devoted efforts. A 
few months ago the good work was interrupted 
for a abort time by an alarming epidemic which 
visited the city in the form of yellow fever, and 
which proved fatal te a large number of the in­
habitants. This visitation produced a general 
alarm, and many persona fled into the oohotry 
to avoid tho contagion. Tho schools Were con­
sequently closed, and from the tenor of the in­
telligence we received we leered the missionary 
also, as well as the teachers, had lor a time to 
relinquish bis labors; bet from more recent 
Information we rejoice to learn that he nobly 
remained el hi* post ia the hour of danger, min­
istering to the sick and dying a* be bad oppor­
tunity, and at the earliest possible moment, 
when tho pestilence had in a measure passed 
away, the labors of the school and the publie 
services were resumed with a hopeful prospect 
of ultimate success. The foundation of a good 
work ia no doubt being laid at Barcelona, but 
the difficulties In the way of the propagation ot 
the pure Gospel of Christ are many, and the 
zealous missionary has a strong claim on the 
sympathy and prayers ol British Christians.

The same plea may be urged on behalf of 
all who are laboring in foreign lends, especial­
ly those whose lot is cast in Roman Catholic 
countries, such as those wo have mentioned. 
Strange as it may appear, we have found po­
pulations thoroughly imbued with principles of 
Popery more difficult to deal with in a mission­
ary sense than the moat benighted pagan tribes ; 
for, in addition to their peculiar superstitions 
and prejudices as Romania!*, they often prove 
thoroughly skeptical at heart and deeply degra­
ded in their morals. Still they are within the 
range ol God's mercy in Christ Jeeus. and, as 
his followers, it is our duty regardless of diffi­
culties to go into the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature, depending on the 
power ot his Spirit in answer to prayer, to make 
it effectual to the conversion of onr fellow men.
—Watchman, Feb. 8.

EAST MAINE.

bright and glistening The brightest sunslii ne heart.
does not melt it ; it hardens the surface, but It was under the same or a similiar wide-spread 
produces no moisture. The froet seals up the visitation of Divine mercy, that, one evening, 
large rivers, ice two feet in thickness is formed, again near midnight, I was pursuing my home- 
and, when clear of snow, the ice-boat (formed ward travel from a distance of seven miles, after
of three planks triangularly placed edgewise, a long and exhausting evening's service, where t. , , , ", ■
with a skate-iron at the appex for the bow, and there bad been all the manifestations of a glor- j ))' ^ OIU^ nnssiunary report^ rom w ^ we
one at each arm, with a lug sail and rudder to ions revival, and many had entered into liber- 
guide it) shoots along the surface ata rate of ty. It may give some slight idea of the gen- 
twenty five to thirty miles an hour ; and skat- era! interest felt when I say that on this, sev­
ers vie with each other in dexterous figure or ven miles ot a continuous stretch of houses and 
rapid flight ; and, when covered with snow, it farms on the sea-shore there was not one 
makes the grand highway for sleigh travelling bouse that was not lighted up and prayer 
and the transport of market produce. This is meetings and protracted domestic worship 
the poetry of winter-journeying; and an ample were being held even at that late hoar, 
supply of furcoat and cap and gauntlets, made. Driving along I beard sounds of distress by 
according to the taste of the wearer, from the the road-side. I stopped my horse, fastened 
fur of the buffalo, the martin, the mink, or the him to the rude fence, threw the buffalo robe 
beaver, with a little necessary care in protect- over him, and proceeded to the spot. I found 
ing the nose and the ears, make the aspirant two young females in the deepest distress, 
after pleasure or profit thoroughly independent They bail been to the service, but one of them
ol the biting frost. had not found peace ; she could not go home ------------r—  -------- —-

Let a stranger quietly watch the prépara- without it, and the other was praying with her have reason to hope that after this f
lions lor enjovment of a youthful party, com- »d trDn8 «° direct to Christ. I went tow. .«Uting struggle men . heart, wtll be .0
posed ol both" sexes of course. them and ascertained what they wanted. I saw a b ed *"d subdued that they will be prepared for

Here are the circumstance, and the mater- heure lighted up in the distance. I said, " Come th« reception oUha troth a. they have never
ial for such an excursion :—A fine, calm with me.” I went to the bouse with them, and
moonlight night ; no wind to stir the night told the people I wished to hold a prayer-meet- 
air ; the moon walking in brightness ; a large ing for a soul in distress, hearty welcome 
bay-sled, capacious enough to hold thirty awaited us.aod the seeking 9ne found the Savi

y arranged, our- I did not know who the

wayward prodigal son had been brought to sav­
ing knowledge of the truth through the instill 
mentality of a Wesleyan chaplain. Let any 
one read the soldiers' letters which are given

ch we
and carefully consider the 

urgency of the appeal which is there made to 
hie Christian liberality, and he can scarcely fail 
to respond to the utmost of his power by com­
ing forward in support ef such a grand and 
noble enterprise.

In looking abroad at our nearest fields ot 
foreign missionary labour, tho first thing that 
attracts our notice is the suspension of hostili­
ties, at least for a time, between the contend­
ing hosts of warriors on the neighboring Con­
tinent. Let us earnestly pray that counsels of 
peace may prevail, and that every binderancc 
may be removed out ol the way of the progress 

Dot go home the Gospel in France and Germany. We 
I have reason to hope that after this fearlul de-

liurn-

mmion. 
might then

persons, the seats all accurately arranged, our. I did not know who tfiey were,but I went 
and covered amply with buffalo robes ; a back to my patient horse, and drove home with 
team of four or more horses, each with about * rejoicing heart, 
thirty belli attached to it, the very sharpness One of these persons I never saw again ; but 
of the air inducing a peculiar friskiness in the on the last Sabbath I spent in that Circuit 
equine, as well es ia the human system. At a I went into a friend's house before service, and 
given signal, when all is resdy, the door of found a stranger sitting by the fire. My bos-

blaae of the teM **id, “ Do you know this person ?” I said 
over the “ No." “ O, but she knows you,” was the ré­

méré 1» uo reason wny some executive »-------»—’----- - " ‘"«y, tne
power should not be created, interlinking jthe homestead opens ; the redd/ bias
all the Protestant Churches in this Do- interior throws its flashing brightness over the " zto. " " v, bat sbe knows you," was the re- 
"w”* Severe and successive blows landscape, and, clad in lure from head to foot, P*y. *nd the young person turned round with a 

t be struck againat any aatagon-11 bright bevy of youthful forms rushes to the heavenly smile, and .said, “I was the person

been before. Hen * the call will be load for 
evangelical labor Irom the various Protestant 
missionary societies when peace is once more 
established. Let the Churches ol Christ stand 
ready to respond with promptitude sod liber­
ality to this util, and the results may be 
glorious.

By this time the newly-appoiatod Wesleyan 
missionary to Portugal will probably be on his 
way to Oporto, and he will be the subject of 
many a fervent petition at the prayer-meetings 
and at the domestic altars of Methodism. May 
the Great Head of the Church stand by hia ser­
vant, and make bis mission very successful I 
This new enterprise is important in more re-

MaCBita. — Rev. E. A. Itelroer-h tusen 
writes : “ 1 left homo Jan. 4th, for a lour of 
six weeka io the eastern part of Bucks|»irt Dis­
trict. We have bail some very cold weather in 
Maine. Isn’t it delightful to travel from 
town to town, and preach about every 
evening, with the mercury 86® below zero; 
sometimes running beside your sleigh over long 
pieces of bare ground, aod then flying over 
glassy ponds and lakes st almost railroad speed. 
You way ask. How do you like such ‘ glorious 
itinerancy f* Very much indeed. How it 
would improve bilious and dyspeptic patients ! 
You find warm fires and warmer hearts, which 
make December as pleasant as May. 1 enjoy 
every mile of it.and would not exchange for any 
secular office in the wide world. It would he 
hard work for babes of a larger growth. I 
made this tour just after Camp-meeting, and 
found very good results from the meeting, and 
it was natural to ask. Will this good influence 
continue ? At Cutler there is a very good 
state of interest, and some eon versions recent­
ly. At West Lubec, things are very much im­
proved. At Lubec Point extra meetings have 
been held and victory recored in the name of 
the Lord. Eastport is enjoying continual pros­
perity. The vestry is tilled at week-day even­
ing meetings, and sinners are finding the 
Saviour.

“ Our friends it Milltown, Calais, hsve the 
means ready to purchase a good parsonage as 
soon as they can get possession of the premise» 
next to our church. On getting back to this 
place, I found Rev. S. H. Beale hard at work 
in a meeting at Machiasport with very good ré­
solu. Few men manifest as much interest ia 
the salvation of souls and the good aod happi­
ness ot the people. Rev. E. B. Fletcher is 
supplying it South Pembroke. The prospect 
is hopeful there.

" There was a discussion at Calais between 
Bro. Fletcher and the AnnihilatiooisU. I in­
quired of Mr. Ansoe Clark, one of the most io­
ta tligert and candid azen in the city,, and of 
others capable of judging. They all agreed is 
aeyiim that as to thoiy{ht, ideas aod arguments, 
Mr. Fletcher came off decidedly victorious. At 
the close Rev. Bro. McKeown, of St. Siepbeo 
made a very effective speech, which is high I v 
spoken el by these who beard it."—2ione Bid.


