saladlon (o to bring men to the evoes, by the
fluenge of exagaple as we!l as
his mission is to all él—.m&
Jowly. And he must commend himself to all
by that meckoess and gentlemess which even
the proud and lofty admire, but do et prastice.
That be may be & wéskman that weedeth not
be asbamed, be should be babitually studious,
intermeddling with all knowledge, yot in such &
way e that all shall heavenward tend.

“m::uwymmmmamgd:-
Thus be will find sermons in brooks, and good

in everything. Gospel truthe will flow into M [pliell

soul like rivers into the ses, snd be will experi-
ence the true spostolic woe if he presch net-the-
gospel. Like the fermenting liguor which must
have vent ar burst tbe bottls, his soul cannot con-
tain, and he will cry aloud and spare not, lifting
up hisvoice like & trumpet, showing-ibe

their transgression and the house of Jacob their
sin.—Zion's Herald.

Pravincial Wleslegan.
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The British Conference.

In addition to the brief summary of the busi-
pess of thé ShefEeld Conferepce, sud the publie
pervices connected thazewith, ‘given in previous

" numbers of our Journal, we proceed to furnish
some further particulars pg:ihat vener-
able body, as contained'in ethodist
exchanges. Our space will oot admit of Tult de-
tails, nor can we present the variety of ‘topics
which engaged the sttention of the Conference,
bowever much we might desire to do’ so, but
shall limit ourselves to some points of interest
upon which our resders may especially desire
to be informed. 'We give in the first place from
the Recorder gn aceount of the services of

THE COXFERENCE BABBATH

jund it to beemphatically & * time
of refr  from the presense of the Lord.”
The locsmetive focilities of owr days Brought
large aumbers of people from the neighboring
towss and'glijecent districts, and from distant
parts of England, to join in"the ballowed festivi-
ties of the Conference. These huve by this time,
probibly, returned to their homes, and we have
ng doubt that diﬂor:t”louhwh which
visits to Sheffield. The character of the Wes-
st the present Conference. * ‘The people called
Methodists,” ’ as far as they bave been/represent-
ed at Sheffield, were surely never in better beart
 and hope ; and our solemn convietion is that the
united pastors and people.of our churches could
our Father's dying utterance, “ ‘ The best of all
is, God is with us.”’

STATE OF THE COXNEXION.

The obeervations called forth from prominent
members of the Conference on various matters of
interest alluded to in the Pastoral Address, exhi-
bit in a very gratifying point of view, the import-
snce which our fathers and brethren at home still
ettach to the great essentiale of Methodism. Dr.
Havaaly expressed the plessure with which be
regerded the earnest practical tone of the Ad-
dress, sad ite recognition of our great living
principles. | The venerable Mr. Jackson referred
to the meaner-in which the Address directed
spegial atieution to the promised gift of the Holy
Ghost, - In: pussnance of this train of thought be
paid ;; “There used to e in bwr Circuits, s Week-
ly Meeting for Intercession. I wish those meet-
ing could be revived. I recollect when I was a
a young: Preacher we were always toid that the
first day of the Conference was to be beld as s
fast day, and that we were to devote it to secret
prayers in conpeation with fastings. 1 wish more
a'tention were di d to these things. It is very

“]It wae said of & memorable Sabbath in Jewish
bistory, when the weekly and anous! festivale
met together, that * that Sabbath wes a bigh
€sy.” The crowds who gathered in the town of
Sheffield on Bunday lsst will empbatically ea-
dorse the statement in its spplication to them-
selves. There are few amoung the millions of
Methodist bearers on both sides of the Atlsntie
who do not know what is mesat by * the Coaler-

_ence Sundsy.” We have often beard of the vast
multitudes of people assembled in former days,
and of the mighty power feit in the public ser-

vices ; but we doubt whether any previous occa- |,

sion bad been more distinguished than the pre-
sent Conference on Sundsy last. We bave
vometimes heard it whispered that Metbhodism
in Sheffield hss rather declined, during the last
twenty years, than made such progress as other
towns have witnessed. But, whether this be
true or not, we confidently believe tha this Con- |
ference will be beginning of better days for Shef-.
field. We remember the President's weighty
words and solemn invocation on bis taking the
presidential chair ; and thousands op Sunday last
feit that his desires were blessedly realizsed. The
Rev. Jobn Harvard commenced the services of
the day in good old Carver-strest chapel at seven
o'clock. 1
The early service at Norfolk-street will long
be remembered. The Rev. B. Gregory deliver.
ed e sermon of grest richness and beauty, on
the carnal and epiritusl mind contrasted. We
were deligited to see s0 meny young men pre-
sent; and are sure that such utterances as they
heard will be to them of lasting benefit. As the
Conference plaa anoounced that collections would
be made at the public services on August 2d for
incidental expenses, we involuntarily seised our
purse at the close of the sermon to offer a con-
tribution ; but were astonished to hesr the sweet
tones of the preacher announeging the page and
pot the collection. Toward tem o'clock, large
crowds were wending their way to the different
sanctuaries, to hear their chosen ministers; and
before hall-past ten there places were Biled to
overflowing. The conference chapel was s great
cenure of attrsction. The liturgy was impres-
sively read by the eecretary of the -Conference,
nd the ex-president preached a very able sermon
on “The kingdem which cannot be moved.”
The venerable Themas Jacksor occupied (he
Brunswick pulpit, to the evident delight and pro-
fit of a large congregation ; and, while many hoped
to hear * the old man eloquent” on other occa-
sions, many feared it might be their last oppor-
tunity, It was most refreshing to see all the
freshness and earnestness of youth united with
the wisdum and solemnity of almost patriarchal
..;:. Hannah was in Norfolk-street chapel, and
preached such a sermon as only Dr. Haonah could
preach, on “ The kingdom of God not meat and
drink, but righteousness, peace, and joy, in the
Holy Gloetl”

There was a memorable service at the college
chapel. The Rev. governor and chaplain read
the liturgical service, ind the crowded audience
listened with breathless attention to the Rev. Wil-
liam Arthur's discourse on “ The double betroth-
al and the double dowery.”

With intense earnestness of look, and manner,
and spirit, did the author of the * Tongue of
Fire” seck to enlist the sympathies, especially
of ibe young, on bebalf of the church; and we
"would fain believe that many a resolution went
up to Heaven from the united congregation dur-
ing that precious hour. A few of the chapels
only were opened for service in the afternoon,
but some of them were exceedingly well attended,
and one of them was densely crowded. Tbe Rev.
M. C. Osborn cccupied the Carver-street pulpit,
8°d addressed a large sudience. He rebuked
wery sharply ali idlers, and encouraged very ear-
nestly the diligent ; while, in memory of the boly
dead, he bescught all to give themselves up to
the great work of life.

The vast throng in Ebeneser cbapel listened
=ith evident, and strongly expressed delight “ to
tte el quent Welsh preacher,” s we find him
designated by u contemporary, the Rev. R. Ro-
berts.  The subject was, * The Tabernacle of God
with Men.”

Any one but & Methodist would have suppos-
ed that the mullitude would now be satisfied.
Far from it; all the preceding services onh
whetted the appetites of thousands for the clos.
ing feast. The Conference chapel was crowded
to hear once more the Rev. John Rattenbury,
who, in his best style, preached on the Priesthood
of Corist : a theme ever new and welcome, Eb.
ecezer chapel will be understood to have been »
powerful attraction, when we say that the Rev
W. M. Punshon was the preacher. To say tha:
the spacious building was crammed, is seyiny
but inde.  The topic of discource was * Saul, the
Goa-forsaken man.” It was applied with grest
power ; and many penitent sinners, erying fui
mercy, testified to the presence and influence of
the holy Spirit. 1he Rev. A. McAulsy conduct-
ed a remarkable serviee in Norfolk street chapel
where there was a large attendsnce. He select-
¢4 for bis text the solemn announecment of
Euuch's prophecy conceroing the second coming
of Many were greatly impressed

ne prajer-meeting sfter the serviee man;

wer treging la B:unewick chape
M:. Tyermsan discoursed with his accustomed
energy ; aad ia the Park cbapel & large congre-
B ’ Al &4

the Savior.
QLd i

ralValvi.

well to refer to first principles. There is a vast
amount of public exertion. Flesh and blood seem
to be doing all they can do, but we want more
Divioe Power in our congregations. For myeelf,
I will say that ] doubt whether I really do al-
ways preach for the express purpose of saving
the people then and there. I would ask my
brethren to put the same question to themselves
—whether it is. their great purpose, when they
go to theiz work on Suaday morning, to bring
some sianers to God that very day. A little
while ago I had an opportunity of bearing for
the first time one.of the most popular Ministers
in this country, sud was very much struck with
bis earnest appeals to the people from the begin-
ning to the end., That was the character of old
Methodist preaching. I do not mean to insinuste
that the contrary is the case now, but I wish, for
my own part st least, to keep to our original
practice,”
Mr. ARTHUR; “ ] feel, Sir, that we ave in &
positien in regard to our work in this eountry for
which we have to thank God. If we look at our
stangding torday, and compare it with what it wes
eleven  years ago--at the access we now have to
the minds of :be people of Eogiand as compared
with what we had then—I am sure we sbali see
resson to thank God. We can get the ears of
multitudes of unconverted sinners to-day, whose
minds and ears were closed against us then.
There is everythiog also in our internsl eondi-
tion to encourage us. Yet if we look at the pre-
sent met result of our labours, Ido feel it is mat-
ter for very deep bumiliation. Oae of the worst
things we can eyer do by ourselves and by our
work, is to try to make all things amooth when
we are not succeeding; to make it appear, when
there is no extension of the work of God, that
ifter all, things are io a very good state. I be-
lieve that kind of contentment with the non-pro-
gressive condition of the Church is very dis-
pleasing to God, and very debilitating to those by
wham it is indulged. If we want great things we
must pant for them ; if in every presching place
you could excite an intense Cesire to see conver-
sions there, if you could getthem to adopt Mr.
Jackson's recommendation to hold meetings for
intercession, to determine they would not rest
until they saw conversions in.their own neighbor-
hood, and undeg their own eyes, you would soon
see a wonderful igcrease, You have in the Unit-
ed Kingdom 350,000 Church members, and half-
a million of children in your Schools. If you
multiply that figure oy three, it will about repre-
sent that portion of the population over whom
you have direct spiritual influence, and who look
to you for the means of grace. Not less than two
wiillions and a half of the population of this coun-
try at this moment age directly under our spirit-
val care. It is a kingdom in itself that God has
pat into our hands within these realms. We
stand better perbaps with the countsry and with
other churches than we have done at sny time
within our recollection; we bave everything to
encourage us. God is blessiug us. Our people
are giving of their substance to the cause as they
never did before. The work is spreading and
eonsolidating. We have a great Jubiiee coming
forward, and can we not look for an extra-
ordinary year? What we bave heard in this
Conference has been most bopeful. Here and
there, and in every direction, I have heard testi-
monies to the blessedness of the services, the
opening of the people’s hearts. Why should we
not look for an increase of 100,000 in one year ?
And why should we not resolve that the popula-
tions of the great towns, which are every day be-
coming more and more in proportion to the entire
eountry, shall not be less cared for than the
country? We are doing very little for the peo-
ple who are crowded together in our great towns.
A whole generation appears to have passed away
with comparatively little progress in our work in
the Home Missionary aspects of those towns. We
all want to be rebaptized with the Holy Spirit. 1
am a foreign Missionary, Sir. I always have
been. I want to see the world converted ; but I
nave always said and say now, that towards the
conversion of the wide world, the greatest thing
you can do is to convert all England.”

€LASS MEETINGS.

In connection with the discussion on the Pas-
toral Address, an inquiry was made as to the de-
«irableness of opening more widely the door of
the church, by removing the test of membership
18 at present existing. But this movement re-
ceived no encoursgement. There seemed to be
n6 inclivation on the part of sny who addressed
he Conference on the question, with only one
"Xceplion, to relax the present arrangement for
“he recognition of Church members.

Mr. Hughes said that it would be & vast ad-
vantage it the Conference could acknowledge as
uembers persons whose conduct was in rd
snce with the requirements of the Word of God,
vut who, for some reason or other, did not meet
'n Class. How could they accept s man for the
Lord’s Supper, and yet refuse to call him & mem-
ber of the church? “He maiatained also that
there shodld be no test of membership less nar-
row than that laid dowan in the Word of God.

Mr. Bunting sald that the Class Meeting was
-ssential to membership in the Methodist Society,
Where, be asked, was the difficulty. Those whom
«hey sdmitted, in the exercise of their pastoral
telation, to the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper,
thould be recognised as members of the Chure

Jue oz b

benefits from their !

"

guld not be
€ ! Society.
Class Moeting of coutee is @SEptiel to Metho-
dist Seelety membershiip ; b8t whosotver obeys
Churist ascordigg 40 his owe férms and ordinances,
of witich the Clags Meeting'#pecifically is not one,
is & member of the Christian Church wherever
be worships. What more does such a one want ?
If be wants to come into the love-feasts, and en-
joy the peculiar privileges of Methodism, let
him fulfil the condition. Most earnestly I ex-
hort all converts to Christianity to avail them~
aeives of that iscompardblé adeass ol grac, dhe.
Class Meeting.

rule by which persons who did not meet in class
character was pure and unexceptionable, by a

pote had te be renewed every quarter the Minis-
ter had a favourable opportupity for conversa-
tion with these people.

Mr. Arthar ssid he could not quits accept the
distinction given by Mr. Bunting between a
Church member and & member of the Wesleyan
Society. Whoever was the first to adopt that
phrase,  full and sccredited Church members,”
in the Missionary Report, did a very, wise thing,
That be believed' was the right phrase. They
were Churches now, not mere Sqcieties. . The in-
dividual Class is ‘s Sdciety, bug where there is an
organisstion of Bocletiés with lis pastor and the
Sacraments, thers Is a church Th “Sacrament
of the Lord's S8dpper was then sdmitted, not at
all as & test of membership, for thé Church of
Enagland did not put it in that poiat of view,but as
« public recognition of church memberthip, the
public seal of it. That i the right 'putting of
the Lord’s Supper, that the Lord’s Suppe¥ is not
the test which the church hay'to apply to'its meni-
bers to know 1f they are fit' for membership,
but the public seal of the' church, by which she
recognises them as members of Christs body,
Every church has its own tests, but ‘there is ‘no
Beripturally constituted chidreh thdt professes to
dispense with tests altogether. Tn ‘the Metho-
dist Church one lealting condition and 'test of
membérship is that, among other Christian duties,
fellowship be attended t6." Methodism holds that
the communion of sainteis & part of & mut’s duty
before be can claim to be & partaker of the body
and blood of Christ, which is the public sign’ of
followship with the whole body; and it says to
a man that we hold that it is part 6f God’s will
that we should exbert one another, édify one an-
other, confess our faults olie to snother, com-
mune one with anotber, on' God’s dealings with
us and our walk with ‘God. I wm prepared to
stand, (Mr. Arthur eontinued,)” before members
of the Lutheran Chureh, members of ' Presbyter-
ian or Bpiscopal Churebes, and ssy, as I con-
stantly do, you omitfrom your Chureh organise-
tion a vital part of New Testament Christianity.
Your church provides for: she -ridividual life, it
provides for the pubiic life of she-church, but it
altogether leaves out the social life of thée chureh;

Well, we do not say we will deny admittance to
the Lord’s 8  fa'4a) man | WBa ldéelines to
fulfll what we believe to be his Christian duty-
I think we are right in that but I think also that
the guards whicki Mr. Jackson has reminded us
of are needed ; and I believe that in many cases
we are allowing the Lord’s table to be what the
Presbyterians would call * unfenced.” 1 do not
believe that is right. I believe that, if we admit
to that Sacram ent, as I think we ought to do,
some who still decline to come in and be of us,we
ought not to do it apart from that pastoral care
of which Mr. Jackson has spoken. Do not let
as say one word which would diminish in the
minds of our people the impression that we be-
lieve it is God’s will that his children should live,
aotapart, but in fellowship. Let usdo all to re-
vive the old Methodist spirit with regard to the
Class Meeting, the Lovefeast, and the Band Meet-
ing. .

Dr. Hatnab: An effort was made iv Canada
to introduce & double kind of membership,—the
membership of persons who met iu Class, and of
persons whodid not meet in Class. Our friends
there were faithful to Methodism, and to their
profession. I would treat with all kindness and
attention persons who regularly attend our public
services, and would do all in my power to pro-
mote their spiritual welfare; but, Sir, I am re-
minded that we are not to mend our rules, but
to keep them, and that for conscience’ sake.
The wisdom of more than & bundred years is
worthy of our regard. Age after age, our fathers
have msintained the spiritaal fellowship, which
bas proved to be of so inestimable advantage ;
and Iuwust the day will never comé when this
Conference will give any sanction to a neglect,
directly or indirectly, of thet most imiportant or-
dinance, the Class-Meeting.

Mr. Rigg: I sam very thsnkfui to bear Mr.
Arthur state so distinetly tha: the Lord’s Supper
is not a test of church membership, bat the to-
ken of it ; and L hope that those wise words which
we have heard, as to every church of Christ hav-
ing its own test will not be forgotien.  Our ‘test,
except for exempt cases is that of the Class-Meet-
ing. In regard to these exempt cases, in which
we admit to the Lord’s Supper petsons who do
not meet in Class, there is no more anomaly than
exist in all churches of Christ. There are other
churches besides our own, in which persons at-
tend and receive the Lord's Supper from the pas-
tor, though they are not reengnived as full and
sccredited members of that charch. Inall such
cases among us there oughbt 'to be pastoral care,
and a distinet understanding of the case on the
part of the Minister of the circa’t. We have
provision for expansion ; sad 1 hope we shall be
very loth indeed to enlarge by reluxing oar prin-
cipal test of chureh membership. There is an-
other point, Sir, on which I wish to say & word.
We ‘were told in an obsewre periodical, not long
ago, thet the * liberals” in Methodism set small
store by the Class Meetings as atest in the way
now deseribed. Bir, I beg to say, thas, so far a3
I know anything of Methodist Ministers, and of
those who might be counted among the class esll-
ed * liberal” I bave met with no sympathy what-
soever with that kind of feeling. We may rely
upon it that, 80 s0on as-ever the feeling in refer-
ence to Class Meetings that is expresessd in that
article begins to prevail among the younger Min-
isters of the body, the fortunes of the body for
the future are sealed. I believe that there is at
the present time, a more uniform and intelligent
adhesion of Ministers than there was twenty years
ago, to tke theory apd practice of Class Mest~
ings. The distinction betwpen the test and the
token, is better understood now thaa it was twen-
ty years ago. I regard much of the objection
with reference to the impropriety of making
Class Meeting = test of methiBership, asa falla-
cious and shallow wey of talking ; b, Sif, 1 be-
lieve it is less frequently heard among;oer
Ministers than it was fifteea or twenty years ago.
Whatever we may do in the way of adaptiog our
economy 10 the necessities of the times, I hope
we shall always insist upon the maintenance of
that element of social Christianity which is to be
found in our Class Meetings.

THE AFFILIATED CONFERENCES,

For the purposs of aflordiog 1o the Metho-
dists of Sheffield an opportunity of listaning 10
addresses from the several repraseniatives foom
British America,—ap open Session of Cogfer-

might be admitted to the (Lonlshable, it Grpir

snd that is_in the New Teatament .as I hold.|

5 -~k

3 troduced the
Conferendgés Wi have
from the §pgech of
 that of a Betber from

| The Rev: Prel

| British Americs, sai

| two Missionaries from the Eoglish Conference
found their way to Nova Scotis, but ten years
| before that one volume of Mr. Fletcher's works
had found its way to a solitary cottage in New
Jersey. When the revolution occvrred in which
the people threw off the
coudtry, forwhick he

sorry now, numbers of the people were so at-|

Mg, Jackeon reminded the Conference of the|teched to- the govermment of the

that they could not bear the thought of bowing
99 (6 (3o ptabiand iripes, fapd W ]
plessant Sields of New Jersey covere i?th w

e tl o of cultivation, and fonnd their bome 0B, the little remarked; npomin publie adidresses, or in
rocky coasts of Nova Seotia.  (ne ¥elyme, of | the works which Nave treated of the genfnl sub-
Fletcher’s works came with these, loyalista apd ject. The difference to which we refer is not a
was circuiated until it came, upte the Baads.of & fmere accident, it is not s mere temporary phase
man who had been honoused by his fellow, towns- | of passing It re

men by being elected theis, represanjative. iv ibe an evidence of the gradual transition of our re-

legialatare of his country. When the two.Mis,
sionaries landed, this man saw thew, snd Sading
out that they had = heart disposed .10 do good.
be gave them his baree, tald: them 1o maks bis
bouse their home, and go. abous. doing all the
§0od they were able. That man was his ben-
oured grandfatber. Those, first  Missiqnarize
travelled over Cirenits 300 miles jn sxsent; and
it taok them six or eight wesks toviait ol the,
places. | They traveligd, on,horseback, mahing
their own paths throygh the 400w, enconnteriug
vild bessts,sigeping in the bysh st night, having
bat one meal a day,and enduring bardships
which their upwortby sed degenerats sons mould
be very uawilling to usdertake in_this day.
There wege three epochs jn theiz history.  The
first was when these devoted Missionaies came
to their shores, They labonsed on ;.butin. the
course of forty years it was felt that the prospe-
rity of Methodidil ans 86t camdel with
the instrumentality employed. A good old
Yorkalfre; women; ;of: liisesd : Bedorpastene
mined to set spart a numbed of hours in each
dsy to_pray for the estension of God's  worly
By and by they wese visited wmith g revivalof
religion so thorough and so wide-spread that the
whole popujation were brought under the infly,
ence uf Methodism. The results of thal revival
were that it led to their heing magde an effiliated

of young men, apd gave the impetus which eu-
abled him to stand before them that day aa the
representative of 15,000 members of the Me-
thodist Chugch. Mr. Allison then related the
remarkable providence tbat led to the founding
of the Institution to which he helonged. Hp
was very much struck the other day with Mr.
Artbur's remarks sbout collegiate education.
They Bad felt its importance, in his country.
They had seen their young men going from them
freq yently (o the United Btates, and perhaps no
‘more than two out of aeven returned, and those
who did so were s0 Yaokeefied that they did
very little good. He meant what th'uid, and
be had got énough of Johli. Bull in him tq stand
by it. He bad been educated in an American
college himeelf, and was very thankful for all
the good bie had received there, but at the shme
time be deplored the fict of young men going
to that country for their education.” He had
been introduced as Professor Aflison. He was
a Professor, though not so Bulky us Professor
James,~~and be and his brethren had been teadh-
ing the youngen Latin and Greek, philosophy
and mathematics. He thought when he saw
the boye of Wesley College arranged hiba”:l-‘
lery,and that msost robust-looking Profeseor sur-
tounded - by that erudite staff of Teachers, that
it his good brother were only invested with D.D.,
and would write ‘President after his name, and
those gentiemen could be written down Profes-
vors, and if they had the privilegé of conferring
A.B. atid A.M. sfter conducting these young
men through the full cousse of a collegiate edu-
cation, it would be an immense advadtage'tothe
Methodism of Esgland. He could not:bearshe
thought of young Methadist men ygoing sway 40
‘other, Institutions to get their hanors. If they
had Kingswood and Woodhouse Grove Schools
and the two Colleges in his country they wouald
call them Universities—and put ; half+s-dosen
names before and after them, to express their
universal sim and capabilities. He now must
take his Jeave of the Conference, and be did so
with profound gratitude for all the kindness
whih had been shown him. A few, weeks age
he was climbing the Alps and ssiling on the
Rhine. He was deeply affected by those beauti-
ful scenes; but the moral grandear he now saw
affected his heart, pevetrated his soul, and he
would take back to his friends in America the
blessed assurances and ¢le blessed comforts he
had received there,

The Rev. John Bredin,-of the Canadian Con-
ference, said that the Conference’ 1o 'which ‘he
belonged stretched, from Labraidor on the At-
lantic to_British Cojumbia on the Pacific, an
extent of pountry very nearly as/large e
the whole of Europe, aod . the greater part
of it as yet upexsplored. Persons had asked
bim, “ Why aze you colonists so expensive to
us in Great Britsin P* And be_replied that it
was because the colonies constituted to s very
great extent the glory of Great Britain, and if
Jobn Bull loves a good article be must pay for it,
What woold Epgland have beea ' without her
colonies? Long ere this the ever-multiplying
tenautry of this country would kave elbowed
each other’ fnto the Atlantic!” Tt might be
thought by them that the' Caiadian Missions
were something like  ihe colonies of England, o’
great deal of trouble énd expente ; but if “Wes-
leyan Muthodism had anything whéreft to gloty,
it was in the'supcess with which God had crown-
od their efforts in distant parts’ of tké'wofld:
The population of the United Canadas was three!
mulliogs, of which 800,000 were Fresch Csnd-
dians. The number of Methodist Ministets

If there were fifty Circuits in Loudon, snd*500
Ministers, they would just be meeting the de-
mands of London, as they were trying to meet
those of Canada. They had nesrly, 69,000 com-
municants, and. believed (kat one-eighth of the
enitire population of the Canadas wes under tte
direct influence of Wesleyan Methodism. Their
Missionary work was begun thirty-eight years
8go, in the second year of their existence, as a
Church in that country.” “There bad also been a
collegiste enterprise. For upwards of ‘fhiry
yoars they biad been teaching’ tb the best 61 their
sbility, the young mies of ‘their commarity.
Mr. Bredin then went fato moat interesting Be-
tails of the Missionary work, describing  very
graphically, the sdmisistratiof of baptisn’ 16
forty-six/ pereons, ‘the yousgest of whond Was
sixteen years of age, his experience amongst the
indisn tribes, and the' death of d-very benutifdl
Inuien girl, who eried in beriast Womests-—_tFot

‘ m

Conference—it_brought into the miniatry scores

scattered through thispoupulation, was just 600. 1!

ntil Christignity “—Mh‘! would thyow
- théworld, and aeber
= ial glorss He wentured to predict
; ntw hence the Canadisa people would
s soblest spetimens of Humanity upon the
f@orih. Al that wes goodin the Celt,
Gaul, in the’ ‘Cimbrian, the Su.on, and
other races; would from one great specimen of
humanity, neither English, Irish, nor We‘hh,Abut
Canadian. Then they would take their right
place among the nations of the earth and among

| the Churches of Christendom.
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ings, remarks upor. the change of Methodist sen-
Incrensed ministertsl

supply,

as follows :

n‘/ Tnéet is A nqﬁ;’nu_e»hh.m‘e.,' ¢xisting be-

Methodism of to-day, and the Metho-
genersrion sgu, whicl hay been but

tween the

opinion. 1t is a natural product, and

Kligious body out of its original condition as s
’Bozie!y:, conpected more or less with the Estab-
lishment, to its present condition of » fully de-
veloped and independent Church, This difference
may be stated in-a very few words. Formerly
the tendency was to Jimit and keep down the
sumber of Minist t, the tendency is
20 Tncreage lhu:l pumber as far as it ia possible
%o find the means of supporting them. Formerly,
in our great towns the . practice was to build
¢hapels of an enormous size. This was held to
be trué economy; inasmuch as when a Preacher
was in'the pulpit, he could as easily address two
shousand people ‘as five or six hundred. The
Minister ‘'was looked upon chiefly in his capacity
as & Preachér ; comparatively little as the Pastor
of Hhis congregation. And, undoubtedly, if
ppreaching were thé only function which a Minis-
ter has to discharge—if personal acquaintance
with his people, and personal oversight and at-
Ll.enlion, could S'G'flilmfued from consideration,
L_i*the public‘performance of worship and de-
livery of sermons were the one object to be kept
in view Tn the exercise of a Minister’s vocation—
then, the larger the chapel the more economical
end effeétive would be the plan, and Mr. Spur-
geon’s Metropolitan Tabernacle would be the
model building for all Preachers possessed of av-
erage strength of lungs and clearness of voice.
Yet, notwithstanding the success which has
andeniably ktterided Mr. Spurgeon’s project of
i4 monster chapel, and the overflowing crowds;
both of Londoners and of visitora to the metro-
 polis, who from orle Sunday to another attend his
winiétry, no stimulus has been given to the build-
ing, in our own dehomination, of enormous sized
phapEls, but the reverse. The cry is for more
ohapels ‘of a fiit averdge sise, and more Minis-
ters to supply them. A Circuit which according
1o its fiumbers woild formerly have required two
preschérs, now requires three or four. Our con-
gregations ate régirded not so much as vast
multitudes i be harangued, as separate flocks to
be shéperded. ' Not that pulpit efficiency is lost
sight of ; on the contrary, it never formed so pro-
winent a fopic'of universal discussion.” But whilst
newspapers and monthlies are discussing the ne-
cessities of the age in respect of sermons, there
is, in our own denomination at least, a growing
eraving for'stéady pastoral oversight. There is
an unmistakeable inérease in that kind of feeling
which cements'the unionr betwixt a_pastor and
his flock. There is an increasing teodency to
divide Circuits, 30 &8 to' avoid having the pasto-
rate divided between four or five Ministers, who
appesr #0 seldom Before the same congregation
that the§ #pehd their brief term of residence and
leave their Circuits strangers to their people, and
the people to them. The old feeling, which re-
gurde thé Ministers only or chiefly as Preachers,
still lingetd in §ome of the older Societies, par-
ticutarly in Yorkehire. Bat in the metropolis,
and in all the new ground which is becoming oc-
eupied in whatever part of the kingdom, the de-
mand for closet an@ more intimate pastoral utlion
and consequently for & proportionately larger
supply of Ministers, is constantly on the increase.
It 4ppears that this demand has been unpre-
cedently grest at the present Conference. From
all quarters—from the capital of the country of
whose spiritual necessities the half has not been
told=from great manufacturing towns, and busy
hivés of industry—from agricultural districts, re-
mote and distant Circuits, rising watering-places
~from.old Circuits contemplating extension, and
from new spheres where hitherto our voice has
pot been heard—has the cry arisen, Send us
more labourers. Surely this is a token for good,

Our Conference.
SKETCHES FOR THE YOUNG PEOPLE.
) No. 5.

The adtonishing ‘ variety of talent with which
God has énacwed his servants, is never so fully
exhibited as in the animated debate, which calls
for general exercise and accords a righteous
liberty, --The reey, pointed wit, the ponderous
argument; the dashing; impetucus declamation,
a0d the-earnest, simple expasition, flinging aside
all sdérnmient, only mimiog at the truth,—they
all succeed each other like the cavalry charge,
the :sherp rattie of musketry, the deep roil of
artillery, and the - shout of scaling standerd-
bearers on the field of battle. Oune can readily
see hére the excellenoy of the Divine govern-
ment, which employs in the church a Boanerges
to terrify )dnd sa Apolios to beal. In Nature
there are the variety of tempest, calm, sephbyr,
shower and : sunshine ; in Grace there is equal
Bgluty«‘ilphndil the ab of all m ny.
- Prominent in this fourth day's debate is a
| genuine, living geniue. He wutters sentiments
‘which everyone has beard a hundred times, but
which:no living soul has ever listened to in jusg
this style.. He uses phrases, metsphors and
axioms, the simple repetition of which would
serve Lo stqmp you or me with ridicule; but who
ever dreams of listening to them from his lips
save with o smile and » nod P This iv one kind
of true genius.  The wit is mot rapid, profane
vulgarisms, which sometimes gives preachers
the popularity of an hour ; gold is gold whether
found in the palace or the dungeon ; and the
fame may be said of spurious material whether
fn the pulpit or out of jt—and, then, there is
the elocution. Just listen, and- you may count
the consonants as they fall like pebbles on a sheet
of glass,—drop, drop, drop. The “ r” is hon-
oured with its proper grade in every syliable—
0ot expelled ke some fuilty culprit, excepting
when stern” necessity admits it to the light ; or
torwred into sgony when its turn arrives in the
génersl muster.  You admire the sound of each
little delicate 8" Some men seem to have a
tabe for'its particulsr benefit, through which it
‘is whistled, especially at the end of a sentence,
till you nlmost 'imagine you are surrounded by

s ; at pr

me away,let me sway, let me away, 1o my Jesue”
After expressing the thankfulness. which “the |
Cenadian Methodists fels towards the- Parent 8o~ |

becoming a kingdom,with ove of our royal family |
88 ber dowry '} be said he boped:she day> woald
2000 come. whea they would no lotiger need con-
tributions from this country. At the same' timé,
witness them a divided people. They would joi
fhem.in. dhaie Jukinny sad vech

ence wes beld, whish was

sa8lq Aeilado »41 Yo ga
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vory largely attended- t'“

ilqw | 9vad bna (e sy pi el yrem obam orls

bissiog anacéndas. Remember the power of
aceent, boys. Da not smile st the old Grecian
philosopher with pebbles in his mouth, shouting

sioty, snd alinding to the s possibility of Canadi temid winds and waves to discipline his vocal

organs. ' His fastidious care etabled nim toswsy
with magic power admiring maltitudes,
The''mext 'spésker has the hoar of wintery
yedrs apon his broWw. He has risen from mere
€harity, to stey the waste of energy and argu-
ient’ upon some point which ‘etperience has
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nfi pretty display of flowers and poetry isspo- |*
hing new ox enrapturing to him ; he has reached
1 eminence which no talent can occupy without
lengthened years of searching experience, and
where figures of #peech are bu:
vhen‘ devoid of stern, practical application.
genuine sage this, having forgotten the most
what youth esteems essential to be learned,
;retainfng obly. the essence and marrow,
insipid fibres and sapless bone are alike
to the winds. Having corrected the error,
ing the recall bugle-note to each straggling
fogitive, he takes his seat, looking for all the
world like a man saying ““ There now ' 'yon may ‘
go on again.” |
There is a specimen of methodist prescherism L
for you ! that strong, mnaclar, rosy debller,}
just on his feet as if to show his physical pro- |
portions with his sterling sense. Let me tell!

of li

owned a real itinerant horse—the only one just
suitable to his disposition, perhaps, in the world.
In the winter storm * Jack” and his master
were invariably expected as in the spring-tide
evening ; and they never deceived the hope.
With indomitable determination, Jack would
stand erect, and beat the yielding masses of
snow with his powerful forefeet until exhausted,
when the minister, springing in froat, plied the
shovel to relieve his faithful steed. Dr. Clarke
once advocated the idea of a general resurrec-
tion for all auimals ; should the theory be veri-
fied, we may yet expeet (o hear honorsble men-
tion of Jack. Apert from,, all speculation,
however, it is easy to.predict for the speaker
himself a quiet i and & tented lot ;
for * in evergsnation he whe feareth God and
warketh righteousness is scoepted by him.” His
works are mot limited to punctuality either;
there are “ living epistles krown and read of
all men,” bearing, next (o the image of God,
the impress of his zeal. See how respeectfully
the most impatient listen to his deliberate, cha-
ritable, but firm delivery. So much can an
honest countenance, and & virtdous life, accom-
plish for man in every depariment of society.
"This is one of our revivalists, moreover,—a dis-
tinction’ never won by mere spasmodic flash of
piety or appeal,—but the result of untiring, sys-
tematic, religious enterprize, which leaves every
Circuit, purer, holier, wider, bappier than at the
beginniug.

Saturday’s session is but a partial one, to

afford ample space for devout contemplation,
preparatory to the exercises of the following
day; and now dawna one of those lovely, cloud-
less mornings, peculiar to the placid climate of
a Prince Edward Islend summer. Early in the
day the religious population bend theit steps to
the Chburch, where the six o'clack service pro-
mises true enjoyment. A little later there are
carriages astir with ministers for the surround-
ing country appointments. . At half-past ten the
broad thoroughfares are everywhere lined with
worshippers passing to the seversl places of
devotion. We mingle with the stream of hu-
manity which divides in its course down Prince
street, and soon find ourselves seated in the old
Wesleyan Church, now thoroughly pecked in
every nook and space. The President is stand-
ing in that unique pulpit, the crowd present-
ing a sea of faces everywhere around him.—
The verse is announced, the choir, behind the
preacher, rises, and a gentle, general flutter is
succeeded by a general uprising of hundreds upon
hundreda, till, from an elevated stand-point, they
appear like some dense dotted cloud, with here
and there a silver lining. The prayer is appro-
priate and ardent, the reading impressive, and
the sermon brief but sparkling. , Then pomes the
Conference Love-Feast-+a giand essqntial insti-
tution of Methodistic gathering—where many
intercbange hopes and joys, recount trisls and
victories, and record renewed resolves. Lively
couplets of sacred song are interspersed, tears are
shed in memory bf the sainted dead, avd prayers
are offered for tbe penitent and pious living. The
evening is occupied with public service, at the
close of which the Minijsters partake of the Lord’s
Supper, some of them perhaps to enjoy the pri-
vilege no more till the ** new.wipe” is quaffed in
heaven. The singing throughout the day has been
glorious, and the atmosphere of devotion almost
Pentecostal. Thus ends the Conference Sab.
bath.
This heavenly commingling is most anxiously
anticipated throughout the year. It is perhaps
needless to say that Ministers love each other's
society—that Wesleyan Ministers, as a general
thing, are not less fervent in their attachment
than were David and Jonathan. Conscious of
each other’s real relationship to fallible, frail
humanity, they yet ever cherish the fondest recol-
lection of existing claims upqn their mutual sym-
pathy and love. Many a heavy Leart is cheered
and encouraged at the Conference gatherings,
Occasionally some genial soul, being on ordinary
occasions brimfull of happiness, bubbles over al-
tog ether, and forgets for the moment that he shall
ever endure another repulse from the storms of
pature or the rude elements of life. Thege are
sparks emifted on the contact of these bodiea
strongly charged with electric geniality, which
would probably have expired in sadness but for
the merciful experiments of this fraternal hour.

‘‘But, seriously, Mr. Peoplepainter, where is
all this to end? Five long letters, and not balf
through Conference yet !” Patience, patience, my
dear boys; we shall soon get up a fleeting pan-
orama, capable of presenting twenty at a glance.
But sh me ! it will be but painting after all; the
life, the glow, the reality, are all absent. Such
as it is, however, you shall have most heartily,
from your earnest, honest friend and servant,

PETER PEOPLEPAINTER.

Photographville, Aug. 1863,

Outward Power and Graces of
Oratory.

The well-digested arrangement of related truths
and doctrines, the ready insight of the laws of
mental operation, the knowledge of the intricate
mazes of buman feeling and action, and the asp
surance of the worth of that truth which is_set
forth in the Word of God—all this does not _ren-
der the man of God “ thoroughly furnished” for
his work, as he is justly to be who comes forth
to his fellow men as a heaven sen t ambassador
There is yet needed a familiarity with and com.
mand over words, which are vehicles of thought
and truth ; and, what is less considered, thought
no less important, there is needed s command
over certain other vehicles of thought and truth
which God has placed at man’s disposal. Just

cultivated ; and while its culture may be (‘uxried‘
on with little or no injury of other and what
would seem more needful studies, it promises a
great accession of power to the preaching of the
Gospel. Inour desire to receive doctrinal know-
ledge we have too much overlooked that element
of power in the pulpit which consists in the most

digested and striotly religious thought. No one
can question that the preacher must, first of all,
have something to sdy, and something worth

how it has to be said. This is the foundation
which must well be laid if we would have either
a strong or graceful superstructure ; nor can gny
one doubt the value—nay, the absolute necessity
—of & right temper of piety in the soul who iste

rad

and | love, these things do not
while | the Gospel fully ¢quin;
tossed | many do we know
sound- | exalted type add a

YOu something of what he emn @5 j—be can |USGUEHY By the Fuperior power oF
make appointments—and keep them. He omce | enforcing the .

here iya field whieh hitherto has been nrel)"

effective communication and enforcement of well- |

niellegtual eonviction of ite value, and a mere

Untcllectwal understanding of its worth, and a
stranger to the essence and spiritual virtue cf
the Gospel, ean prodace no geceptable fruit un’
fleeting shadows | God.

A} Butimpertant as is learning, and important as

s a heart filled with the experience of Christiun
make the preacher o
quip} How
who to powers of mind of an

y piety whose fervency admits
N0 question, and who nevertheless, fail to mshe

any impression for good upon those to whom
they midlster > Why is it that of two men of
equal piety, but of unequal mental capacity and
8licipline, the one of the meagrest mind is often
by common consent the best preacher of jhe
Gospel ?  (Why canvit be, except 'becauwy the
Obe compensates the deficiency in power of
r:r;n%r‘h‘ny and
thoughts ®hich he has ? —~Here, then,
is & matter deserving considerationehouw o Five
effective utterance to the truth. We gpe convin-
ced, from a careful observation on this'point for
many years, that there is nopoit where (he Like
attention and labor will efiecteo benefcial
sult upon our preacher as juat bere,

It is a great mistake, moreover, theugh a very
prevalent one, to-suppose thiat the brgans of
speech are oaly the mouth And these which are
contained within it, a¢ the vongue and teeth
These are no more wuly the organs of speech
:h.n is the eye or the hand. The whole body of
man is organized for wpeech, from eyebtow to
foot. This is a fact too much Yost sight of, and
certainly too much overlooked by ‘those whase
profession calls them to express thought and
announce truth to assemblies of men. It ig 5
fact, too, of which there is a lamentsble ignpr-
ance or disregard in almost_sll our  achemes of
education. - We have generally taken wp the
idea that the voice is the sole instrument of lan-
guage ; and 80 in onr schools, acadentivs, and
colleges, little attention is given to mybing
more, as regards making effective and proper
speakers, than to give a few lessons in Yespect
to pauses, cadence, and inflection. The preval.
ent habit, also, of the world at large, in expegt-
ing nothing more, tends indirectly, if not direet.,
ly, to repress all other language save that which
comes through the voice. The consequence is
that the boy comes to manhood less fitted, fo
most cases, to stand up as a speaker before his
fellow-men, than be would bave heen hed no st
tempt been made to educate his facplty of apesch.
The very process of education in this respect, as

ed for his work.

ly are-

discord among powers and faculties whith God
ha sfitted together in accordant harmony.
The little child is your true model of an orator.
The child speaks all over : from bead to foot be
is all animate with expression; and it is an ex-
pression which tells its story to those to whom
he comes with the story of his wants, Aad, what
is more, the child speaks his thoughts long be-
fore he can utter a single sentenee in worddl To
him any other organ of the body is more e
organ of speech than tongue or palate. All
graceful, too, as every one has noticed. There
are no stiff, awkward attitudes, no rigid or un-
couth postiures—all, to express it in a word, ia
the grace of childhood. The chLild would grow
up, slso, as he begins, oaly superadding to the
organs already in play those of vocal utterance
at the proper time, were it not that art begins its
deforming work upon the- outer as well as the
inner being, and that eyerythiog abqut bim iendg
by a systemati¢ proceess, to )u'm of his grace
aod power. The entire history of the world, in
regard to its orators, testifies that there was 2
power in their addresses, as delivered by them,
whioch ik not found in the same addressés a8
transferred to parchment of paper. And what {a
this but the testimony of the world's history, fhaf
over and above mere thought, and the ability 1o
express thought accurately and elegantly by words,
theré is a power of expression, a power of vipid re-
presentation an ability to wmanifest Uhe nicer
shades ‘of thought, by means of otherbodily organs
than those of voice. Tt s sald that ‘an eminent
divite, after listehing to a sermon preached by
Whitfield, said, with tears in his eyes and voice
all tremulous with emotion, “ I shall never at-
tempt to preach again,” so overpowered was hin.
by the manner of the man; and yet the discources
of that wonderful man, as printed, may defy uny
one to discover any peculiar power in them,
Many years ago the Rev. William Barnes was
seated on the stand with a number of other
preachers, at & camp meeting, while the Rev. Dr.
, of the M. E. Church, distinguished for
his eloquence, was preaching the Sabbath morn-
ing sermon to a large congregation of attentive
bearers. His theme that morning was the Judg:
ment. The beautiful exposition won all hearts by
the purity of its language and the sincerity of his
manner. His whole soul was in the subject, and
the deep ténes of his majesti¢’ vpice pervaded’
with eleotric fire the congrégation. As the elo-
quent preacher got fairly into his discourse, one

more grand and sartling; aud as he thus ap-
proached the climax of his description, Mr.!

spesker ;' and just as the eloquent speaker reach-
ed the climax, Mr. Barnes was seen stretched tg
bis full length on tip-toe, exclaiming, *“ Ak Billy
Barnes, you can't prcach a bit”  This great
orator has left a book of sermons, among which

fails to produce anything of the effect seen and

singuished author.
Aad 0 the utterance of a single sentence has
told with & power belonging in no degree hardly

vine, that whenever, in a discourse on * the
character of Judas,” he comes to pronoupce the
sentence; * Judas was a mean man,” he brings
his attdience upon their feet! Mr. Clay is re-
ported to have done the same thing in the Benate
by the pecaliar utterance of the words, * execa-
tive usurpation.” Some preachers possess 8
wonderfal power in relaticg incidents ilJustrative
of theit subject. The whole scene is at once be-
fore you. 1 would call it dramatic power, ‘or
want of s better name. I heard Mr. Arthur, one
Sabbath morming, in Mr. Punshon’s chureh,
’Bayl'-tcr, London, relating an anecdote, which
{ produced an effect upon the congregation rarely
{seen. Mr. Arthur was preaching from our Lords
| sermon on the Mount, *““Blessed are the meek,
j for they shall inherit the earth.” He said ayoung
Christian minister for a long time had remained
unsatisfied as to the meaning of these words.
But one morning, having taken a walk, he was
surprised, on approaching a very poor cottage to
hear the voice of praise. He drew mearer and
looking in at the window he saw a woman in the
most wretched state of poverty that he hnd ever
beheld. Sbe bad, on a little stool before her; 4
piece of biack bread and a cup of watef, nn&v&zh
| her bands and eyes lifted up to heaven, as In '
| rapture of praise, uttered: ** What !, sll this and
| Jesus Christ too! What! all this and Jesus Christ’

saying, too, before it is worth while to consider |40 1" This is » very simple little story, and'# *

Ja

!h(ed by most men would be just what ﬂ-'ﬁ‘n
written, but related by Mr. Arthus, in hid quiét,
touching tones of voice, it stirred the gredtdeep
of all hearts. “Praise the Lord I” « Brocstd ¥
his holy name!” “ Amen!” was hedrd fhow ol

it is too commonly conducted, créates a postive -

glowing thought followed fast upon still apothet

Barnes,who was an ‘enraptured listener, was seen,
gradually to'rise from his seat, getting up slow-

ly and by degrees, with his eyes fixed upon the

is the one referred to, but the mere reading of it

felt on the occasion of its delivery by the dis-

to the mere words. 1t is said of an emicent di-
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