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THE BRITISH CONFERENCE * None of the. means of grace woulil we |tory of many individuals of eur day might ceptance lhfoulghm(rh';-';hwl;""':‘u ";:)::::'Whn
; + ‘ averlook or disregnrd ;—und if we now select | furnish an affecting comment. ¢ L"'."’"' notlBekii 1 Bte Ling mqf roi vy

= 1o he rich: cease from thine own wisdom.” |y scriptural, und therefore of incomparable

* _Phe innwal Address of the Conference
To the ','athodin*w 1n Great Britain,
in, the C

y, A. M.

D Bzrovep BRETHREN,—

The cireutnou in which we address
you guaply Abdundsut motives for gratitude
%o ghty God, and ferencouragement in
ihe  firosecution of -the services whioh He
Sessorecally o 10 us. Not only cen
R ad t.a more.than usuelly large acces-
Slon embere 10 the 8ocieties, both at
Beme and abroad, under the care of the Brit-
‘ish Cosference; but we trust that, notwith-
wtanding @ few pnrtial exceptions, we bave
aleo groend to rejoice in an inerease of un-

signed Christian godliness, of the  (aith,

» eharity® which ¢ abide” in all ages
84 the trus principles of the Christian life.
“Whea we review the proceedings of the past
.yoar, aad aitempt to form a just’ estimate
of the kindly and reviving influence which
discovers iteelf in many places, we fael that
.o are again-inciled to imitate the conduct
of Samuel, who ¢ took n stone, and set it
.betwees Mizpeh and Shea, and called the
same of it Ebeuezer, saying, Hitherto bath
“the Liord helped us.”

Permit uv, in these favourable eircumetan-
988, to address you in a strain of affectionate
-and thank(ul congratulation. Evilsdo indeed

ousround us,—perils of various kinds threat-
on,—~difficuliies, in not & few instances, beset
+@nf paih ; and all these require * the word
of” faihfal  exbortation.” ¢ But who is
he thut will barms you, if ye be followers of
-that which is good 2 ¢ The (od of Hea-
vee, e will prosper us,”” while we simply
alm at the rraction of llis epiritual temple,
“and the' advancement of His glory in the
“Gogpel of His Son. He has favoured us
. with tokens of His presence and grace,which
we would emysiny as arguments for a more
, eboerful and vareserved ‘dedication of our-
selves to Himi and His cause, knowing that

% the mercies of Gml,”™ which we would ai-

ways ‘own ani record, yield the most persua-
‘ﬁ:.mt‘ws 10 a jryous obediencas Receiva
- o8¢ paternal couyg-ls in the spirit of gratitude
. 99d.lave ; acceli tha * wnids of prace and
/1genth * which we now send you ; and unite

with ug in tho expectation of a yet more
eopious and Jiffusing bles«inz from adove.

May *“ tha beauty of the Lord. our Gud. be

upon us !

Can we sufficiently remind you, dear
Brethren, of the impartance of keeping the
.great rcheme of the Christian Silvaticir.con-
tlovally before your eyes 2 ¢ Fur by srace
are yo saved through €aith.”” Grace is the
source, tha one, entira, perpetual source, of

all the Lies<ings which man’s salvation com- nr.linunryg' let it be protected agrinat all that

prises ; and Faith, faith in our Loed Jesus
Christ, the fuith which canstantly and (ully

established by the late |70 Mo 1 hat Ward which is ¢ for evér

one in particular, one which is inueparably
connected with all the rest, it is becanse we
feel its importance and necessity in these pre-
sent times. Assiduously stuly the Haly
Scriptures. Has God imparted to us His.

settled in Heaven 7 s that Worl, as we
thaukfully believe and acknowledge, of sole
and sufficient nuthority in all things pertain-
ing to man’s salvation ? ls it the instrument
of our regeneration, gnd the aliment of our
subsequent spiritual Srnmh? 1s it the Word
which Goud’s people in all nges have regarded
with intense esteem ? and shall not we de-
light init ? Rend that Word with -regular
and devout attention. 8elect portians of it
for your daily meditation. Prize the expo-
sition and applicaticn of it, whether (ram the
pulpit, or in the course of more private in-
struction. Seizs opportunities of conversing
upon it in seasons of friendly intercourse.
¢ These words,” said dosas, ‘¢ which
command thee this day, shall be in thine
Aeart: and thou shall Leach them ditigently
wnls thy children, and shalt tatk of thew
when thou silles! in tAine Rouse, and when
thou walkest by the way, and when’thou [iest
down, and when thou risest up.” Do you
soek instruction? ‘‘ | have wmore understand-
ing,” says the Pualmist, ‘‘than all my
teachers: for Thy testimonies are my inedia
tation. | understand more than the accients,
beciuse | keep T'hy precepis.” Do you reck
quickening grace 7+ This is my comfort in
my affliction: for Thy word hath quickened
me.” Do you covet stability ? [t is enid of
the righteous, * ‘I'be law of his Gad is in his
beart: none of his stups shall »lide.” Brrive
that you nlso may be ¢ nourished up in the
words of faith and of gond doctrine.” Mix
faith with all that you read and hear. When
you raise your bearts to God in cjaculntory
prayer,—when you retira into your élosers,
and pray to your Father who is in secret,—
when yonu aswemble round your domestic
altare at the hours of morning and evening
sacrifice,—when you engaga in your s-cial
devntions,—or when you unite in the offices
and acts of prayer and praise with the grent
congregation, let it e your aim and éffort 10
renaw your faith in our f.ord’s atongment
and intercession, and *rome nntn God by
Him.” When you jsin in meetings for
prayer and Christian fellowship, when yon
enmmemorate our Lord’s death inabe Holy
Fuochariat, when you occupy yauraeles in
other ordinances of the Lord’s sanctnary, let
it ba your olject to maintain a simple anil
sinrere faith, n chilil-like trust, a child-like
resignaiinn of yourselves into tha hands of
vonr God and Saviour. “l will ery unto
God most high 3 unto God that perforineth
all things for me.”

fostered in the heart by the use of the Lord’-

Whila the religion of Divine Inve je thua |

« He that maketh haste 1o be rich shall not
he invrocent.” — ¢ Ap inheritance may be!
gotten hasuly at the beginnioy ; but the end
thereof ahall not be blessed.”—** He that is
greedy of guin troubleth bis own (house.”~ |
« Godline-s with contentment is great gaio.
For we brought nuthing into this world, nnd
it is certain we can curry nothing out.  And
baving food and raiment, let us ba therewith
content. But they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a enare, and into many foolish
and hurtfol luste, which drown men in de-
struction and perdition. For the love of
money in the root of all evil: which while
some coveted afier, they have erred from the
faith, snd pieroed themselves through with
many sorrows.” Who as not beard of “ the
deceitfulnes« of riche«?’ Who hes not ac-
knowledged it in the case of others?— \When
you nare invited to engnge in speculation, or
in any enterprise which promises a speedy
and lurge return of capital, eeriously aek
’Oufﬂf'vaﬂ what inotive |1rnmpm you l.ll com-
ply. 1sit adisposition—or a determination
1o be rich? s it hasting to be rich beyond
the ordinary means which Providencs may
please to nppoint? Beware! When the evil
i3 once admitted into tha heart, who can tell
how far and how fatally it may spread?

covetousness ; and he content with euch
things as ye have: for He hath said I will
never leave thee, nor forrake thee.””— T'rust
in the Lord, and do good ; eo shalt thou
dwell in the land, and verily thou sbalt be
fed.”

‘That ageneies of error and mischief are oti-
mulaied to new effort, amil unparalieled
events of our day, cianot excite surprise, —
Bat our beloved fAocks will safely rely on the
great principles to wuich they and we are in
common plmiged.  Other conflicts have prse-
ed by ;—and, in r:ference to many a trial,
we may venture to apjly the word of prophe-
cy,—** This is as the waters of Noab unto
me : for na | have sworn that the waters of
Noab sheutd o mors pgo over the earth, so
have L sworn that [ woull not be wroth with
thee, nor rebuke thee. For the |||uuunuin~l|
shall depart, and the hilts be removeld ; but|
my kindue-s stall notdepart from thee, nei- }
ther shull the covenant of my peaece ba remn-!
ved, snith the Losd that hath merey on thee
‘Tha ¢ windy storm anil tempest’” may Tage |
with vet greater fury @ but our Lond wall
Chide us ¢ His pavilion @ in the seeret of
Hia tabernacle shall he aide” ve; ¢ He shull
sel” us “upoa a rock.”  Wreeady to faint or
doubt, fet us ponder those words of wnazing
condescension,—the rebukes oflingering love,

vouth, the love of thine e<peu-ale, when thon
wentsst after DMe e the willerpese in a land
that was ool sown. lerael was holiness unto

ia adverse to it, and destractive of ita very
nature. Allow ue, dear Bretheer, carnestly

relies on the Great Propitintron which e | to urge the avoilance of evil-enrmisings,
‘made for us on the crose, is the solse conh- | atrife, and contention; and the evltivation of

tion on which nll thosa Llersings are attained.

mutual charity. ¢ Kndeavour” or as the

Cherish an habitual sense of your own un-| Apnetle’s own heantiful worde sngg et ¢ hau-
worthinees in the ﬁig’lt of G, Seek an in- mn,”—dn vat delny . —he prompr —tro keen

crease of humility and contrition, pavarty of

spirit and self-abaw@ment. Feel and confess

the unity of the Spirit in the hand of peaee
“ Now | hearech youn, brethren® xave St

our entire dopendnnco on the mercy of God | Paul in langunge which "nmwml_y claime onr

1 Christ Jowu-,
giveth more arace.”” Repairto Him, Own

.ahe fullness and sufficiency of cur Lord's|ye have learned: and avoil them.”
atoning werita.  Rely on i all-prevalent ! jntercourss with such.

But remember that ¢ He | attention, ¢ mark them which eause divisions

and offeneea, contrary to the dactrina which
Avord
Partalie not of their

mediation fur overy gift which you need ;{apirit.  Adopt not theirmaxima,  Walk net
and patiently pursue your conrze, *looking | in their wave, ‘Think not evii of others, If
unto Jusus the Author and Funisher of our | any have injured you, pray for them,  * Be

faith.”
““write [ unto you, that ye sin not.  Aud if

*“These things,” says 8. John, | not overeome of evil; but overcome cvil

with gnod.” Receive not, entertain not,

any man sin, wa have an advoeate with the | evil reporta.  *“When ve stand pravirg, for-
li‘:ubei', Jesus Christ the rizht:mu-; and He give, if Ve have anght naainst nny.” Be

is the propitintion for our sins.” Reat in

thas propitiation, —rest in it always,—restio | which attend o)l surmicings, suspicions, en-!

deeply impressel with nsen-e of tha evils

it for every blessing of pardon, renovation, | mitv, hatrad, Consider hnw directly all these
and peace.  And let your ““faith work by | gtand opposed 1o your Chriztian profession,
Jawe,”  Aspire after richer manifestations of | —ang, in vonr avoidancs of them, “ walk n
‘the love of God in Chriat to you—and prav | love, ne Christ also lovad us, and hath given
that ‘“ your love,” as created and sustained | himself for us an offrring and  a scrifice to
by His, < may abiound yet more and more in | God for a swect smelling snvour.?

kuowledge nnd in all judgnent.”

Culuvate

Atthisseason especially,and in tha further

""","L“‘“'P'r "‘;lb"'”f’ live, that principle pursuance of our practical admonitions, we
whie e-xp; in t_hnt is forntrn_ry to its owD | hoom it nur imperative? duty to warn youn
nature, aod aswimilstes the spirit of man o} oot that prevailing love of Mammon,and

itselt’
But to cultivate this prinr_ip‘ﬂ Mlt‘('eﬂﬁru”)‘

itamanifold gratificatinn<, to which you are
v | exposed from many quarters. When St.John

attend to all the appointed means of grace | addresses the several elasses of Christian bhe-

end spiritual improvement, in relinnce on tha

t| lieverg ns ¢ hittle children ™ s young men,”

wost hlessed S urit wha ¢ helpeth our in-| and ¢ fathere,” —whom ho twice names under

fiemitiae ”* Lt ue ever acknowleige, witl

reverential gratitude, the offices und sgency | ble that ha says to them all, us thus summon-
of the Divine Comtorier. Lrt us cheer our- | e together, admonishing them of a danger
selves with thoughts of His power and be- | o which thev are exposed.—¢ Love not the
nignity ; — remembering the great promise | world, neither the things that are in the
which belongs to the evangelienl dispensa- | worll. 18 any mun love the world, the love
tion. Pray for the more plentiful visitations | of tha Father is notin him.” —14 j¢ possible
from on bigh. Use them, when vouchs:feld. | that Christians who adidict themselves to tl.e
Yet,waiting for thosericher baptiema of grace study of Ged’s mmosr ho!y Word, und profess
« grieve not the Holy Spirit of God” Ly un-{to follow it as a rule of life, should forget
dervaluing His present gilta; but list:n to | its frequent nnd impressive admonitions on

she gentlest whispers of His veice.

1hig gubject  —admounitioas on which tbe his-

1 | these signifiant appellations, —it i9 observa-’

the Lord, and the first fruits of Hisinerense.”
0, my people, what have [ dooe unto thee?
avd wherein have b wearivd ther: testify
ngainst Me. Forlbrought thea up out of
[ the tand of Egypt, and redeemed thea out of

{ the house of servan's 5 and I xent before thee |

i Mosos, Avron, and Miriam, O my  peoplde,
Fremember uow what Balak king o Maslicon-
: <ulted, and what Bibawmy the son of Boor an-
(swired him from Smittin unto Gitgal 5 thae
(ye may know the nghteonsness ot the ford.”
|7 With wondering geatitude we own that our
{ Gl hus not ¢ wearied” ug ;—that, instead

exhausted merey.
made to oue grent Benefactor 2 \With what
frait are we reqiting his most gracious cul-
ture ?=Suffer us to amphify these inquiries.
Are we cherishing a spirit of earaest, dai-

tadn, in woy adequate measure, the fervour,
{brve, and simpheity of onr early Christian
Hfe 2 fsonre foth strecgthendd by eontinued
exercise 2 Are we nequiring a clearer know-
ledgs of Satan’s dovices, and 1 mare decisive
victory over those expecially By which we
wers forierty overcome ? Are our hoursof
arcret prayer wore highly prized than they
were twelve monuths ngo ? Az we come nenr-
vr and nearer to eternity, do we fecl the at-
tractions of our heavenly homo increusing ?
Does this lively hope nwaken us to seek a ri-
per preparation for our future bliss? Are
w closely following the S.avionr, stuldying
His exampl=, anl arming ourselves with the
same mind T s it our strife to exemplify ull
#oeid and domestie virtues,—to miintiin a

}

neighbnurhonde,—tg contribiute 1o the religi-
oms influence of our church and noation,—in
all things to ‘“ yield ourselves unto God, as
those who are alive from the dead

\With a view to the greater power and glo-
rv of Z-on, as well as to the safety and peace
of many for whom we tenderly care, we ask
your prayers and epecial efforis in behalf of
those members of society who have nat yor
30 believed ¢ with the henrt unto righteous-
nese,” a to realiz: the Divine witness of ac-

[

taood to unborn generntion s,

—¢ [ rem mber thee, the kidness of thy |

ol “testitving neainst” Him, we have ten thon-
sand acknowlvdsments 1o make for His un-
But whut returns have we |

lv. prayerful self-examination 2 Do we re- |

steady and undimmed witness for God in our

excellence, do yet enjoy in blessed measure
the comfort of the Holy Ghost, we are moyg
wiliing to believe ;—and that many timid sud
drooping souls are entitled to much eympa.
thy und epcourngement, we would never tor.
g t. ‘Vosuch we wou'd “spenk comicriatdy,”
while we implore them w look for a brigh.
ening nssurxnce that their “warfire iy wee
complished,” that their ** luiquity is pardoa-
ed.” But let not Methodias,—let uot the
children of Methodists, whose infant-lips have
uttered the language of our ancientand deeg-
ly evangelical theology, and to whoin the tess
timony of a clear relyious experieace hag
been sudenred and hallowed by associations
never 10 be forgotten,—in a word, let nng
any class among our dear pf‘npl",—rcnt' Antig-
fird until God shall “ send Jorth tke Spirit of
His Son into” their * hearte, crying, Abba,
Father.”

‘Ko the young we turn with emotions which
words [iil to express.  fvis our joy to mark,
Among our present encoursgements, a quick-
ened aitention to the momentous suljeer of
Curistian Epvcarion. Huving long knowa
that the Holy Spiit prepaces the opening
mind for vur first instructions, and that early
religion promises to tinge all subeequent hfe
with its own beauty aud blessedness,—wyg

¢ [et.your conversation,” then * be without | cannot Lut rejoice to hear of licenly- one thou-

sand Calechumens, and of nineteen hundred
young persons who have already paseed from
these interesting classes into cluser fellowsbip
with us. Our Day-School Movement also,
viewed in a like sacred aspeet, claims your
Liberal co-operation.  We do not forget -thdt
the pustoral crook is committed to our hands,
to be extended to the ** lambs’ as well ua to
the ‘“ sheep” of the Redeemer’s flock ; and
you will greatly animuie us by manifesting a
genersl sympathy in those maore public entes-
prizes to which we are willingly pledged.
For thousands who have been ** decicated”
to Christ *“ by our office and ministry,” we
cherish a lively and prayerful interest. Up-
speakable per<omul advantages are the erown
of early consecration.  ‘Uhis i< the prelude o
honours that cantiot wither:it i promotive of
emmnent attzinments 1n the Divine life, of
stalinhty in the Christion profiesion, awd of
deep nequaintanee with the things of God:
it yishd< moreover, the utinost pron.i-e of
H w have we
been renntded; o thie asnunl meeting, of not
Ia fow who sppeared hut recenily nmong the
Humnaries of our Iseael; but whem we seq
yno more ! They are not guenched in death,
Phut remnoved to a brigh-er firthament (o stine
forever and ever. Lheir memory hives 5 and
[ W the record of God's grace o them servae to
(lghtupan others the promi-e of kindred ex-
1(‘\‘”"“1‘0‘, earth ind henven will rejoice. To
thiv worthy end tet al! damestic avd all aee-
(lemical vdueston b directed.  1f the young
Phe vot trained for God, our *¢ candlestick”
Pwill be ¢ pemaovel out of his plaer.”  thstory
mny preserve our name 5 out, instead of hive
ing churches, a future generation will find
trepalshral monuments ot glory departed.—
[ 'Tne institntions of charity, the revival of re-

{hgion, and the corsdanors of peace, will
then be transitory, LK hurean Life, Bat, by
the blesing of Got, these sad presages shall

inot be fulfillal, God shall hless us in this,
us inour ather spheres of labour. Let pa-

crerts, goabliane, and Pastors, go on in devo-

Jed hope weattering the seed of truth,  Many

Jof them are alrewly more than recormpensed

fortheie patient 1ol S Lt np your eyes
pued brok on the ficlds 5 for they ure white al-
prendy to hrvests Anid ke that reapeth re-
eeiveth wages, and gathercth freit unto life
ieternal 5 that both he that soweth and e thas
irc ipeth may rejoice together.”

‘I'wo or thres other cligses we commend,

I'brinfly yet most early, to your care.  Frrst of

(all may be here specitied the multitudes of
bearers in our congregations, more or lets

! attached to cur forms of worship, who bave
(not yet nvailed themselves of the privilegs of
[church membershiz. hey hopn for adinis-

f&ion 1o tha family abnve, white with lamenta-
hle inconsistency they foregn the hles-ednes

of union with the funily below. I all neted
as lhey nct, it is obvirus that Christ would

have no chuech on enrth,  Let us hasten 10
wharn them of their loss and danger ; 10 ro-
inind them that communion is the visible to-
ken of love to vur Master, and to those who
bear His image. We may not be silent, more-
over, ad to the obligation—one (ull of _merey
and privilege, yetsull the commandin\g obli-

gation—of Christian fellowship, This is be-
youd question implied in the establishment
of a chureh, and in the recorded practire of
the first Chri-tians :—and no lesa in the Serip-
tures which require separation from the
worll, in thosa which aswume our professson
of a cormmon (aith, and in those which en:
force the duties of church members. ¢ By
this very union” writes Mr. Wesley to one
whom he evidently viewed with more than
common interest, ‘* iz the whole (external)
work of God upbeld throughout the nation;
besides all the spiritual good .which accraes
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