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THE POWER OF A GOOD ACTION.

The Helper of vhe Aficted is Helped
in Return,
# The quality of mercy is not strained,
But is twice blessed ; blessing him
Who gives and him who receives,”’

Within my own knowledge there re-
cently fell a practical illustration of
the truth of the above propesition. It
was & case of an aggrieved individual,
who had suffered from a series of vexa-
tious disappointments, and, although
he was well grounded in the faith and
precepts of the true religion, he was
inclined to view life on its dark side,
and what seemed at least to him an
endless chain of reverses had left a sad
impression on his mind, and in this
state of melancholy brooding he was
incapable of sceing or feeling the
kindly influeuces which bumanity is
ever wont to bestow upon any of its
really afilicted members, Ior him
even the bright sunshine had lost its
lustre and its pleasing glow; the
flowers seemed bereft of their grateful
fragrance. The rongs of the birds had
lost their cheerful cadence. In hi
perplexing i almost spairing

ana
mood he viewed the whole creation of
avimated nature with a perverted
and dislocated vision, and he saw
nothing in all its  operations
that was designed to soothe or palliate
any part of the inherited or acquired
afllictions that mortal man is heir to
In this desponding and hopeless frame
of mind he bethought himself of =a
house of sickness and privation i
which the afilicting angel had entered
and left his mark havii vieited
Ih"[ ’lh'>‘!|' I:I SOIrrow, ne ‘;[l“\

the bed where

aud

uffering humanity v
laid, and seeing before his eyes a rea
case of painful distress, he strov
relieve it by a sympathetic exer
whatever remedies were at his co
mand. Hebegan by pointing outt
exhausted sufferers what hope and con
solation the great heavenl) ‘atel
er,from Iis throne above, pours into the
truly resigned soul, and how short au
ingignificant are all the trials aud d
comforts we are subjected to in this

mortal life in comparison with the
never ending joys that await the true

patient and faithful Catholic Christian
in the next life. The comforting ex

horter also sought to impress the lesson
that all earthly tortures are not mean
inglegs or abortive ; and that the great
Dispenser of rewardsand punishments
only sends us trials and afilictions
according to our deserts and for ow
correction and amendment of life ; and
that if rometimes the blow falls with
unwonted severity it is because the
perverse will has stubbornly resisted
the first divine voice that called us
back from the path of sin and error
The inmates of the sick chamber wert
cheered and comforted by these retli

tions, and the beneficial results reacted
upon the benevolent exhorter, for on
coming face to face with real illness
and hardships he vividly saw that his
own grisvances were largely imagin
ary, and that to inflate them into a

protended cause of complaint were
mere sophistry and base ingratitude

Herein he realized that ‘ the quality
of mercy is not strained,” but that it is
doubly blessed, for by the very effort
he made to allay the pangs of others
his own ills were assuaged and what he
before regarded as afllictive evils he
now recognized as blessings in dis
guise. With these thoughts solemn
ly impressed upon his mind he
began to figure to himself the
untold miseries that thoughtless people
nurture in their own bosoms, magnify
ing petty annoyances into serious ills,
and by their ungrateful murmurs
helping to turn the fresh and fragrant
valleys into fruitless desert wastes.

If the good results mutually derived
from the one gocd action above re
lated were amplified and carried into
the practical concerns of daily life,
what an assistance the whole race of
Adam could render to one another in
days of darkness, interior conflict and
bitterness of soul! Nor is it optional
with Christian beliavers whether or
not they shall render help to distressed
fellow creatures, for the Divine Com-
mand has goue forth that we should
‘‘pear each other’s burdens ” and
thereby fulfil the law of Christ.

We all know how the great bulk of
average men and women treat this
great precept, and how the selfish ele-
ment in mere humanity considers it an
intrusion to be saddled with the bur-
dens or concerns of others. This
natural sentiment which hardens the
heart of mankind to the woes of the un-
fortunate had its origin in a remote
period of history, for the rebellious son
of Adam repudiated all responsibility
of being his ‘‘ brother’s keeper.” The
vile taint of selfish wickedness that
animated the breast of that primitive
murderer has made itself manifest in
the hearts of the human race down to
this day. Of course,Iam speaking of the
heedless multitudes who pass through
life without a thought as to the wants
or claims of the helpless, so long as
they can secure enough of the world's
comforts to malke their own lot happy.
[ always keep before my mind that in
all ages and climes the human race
has been redeemed by the heroic efforts
of sanctified lives who consecrate them-
selves to the service of the poor and to
the propagation of the true faith. DBut
these holy men and women who devote
themselves to the cause of religion and
charity have turned aside from the
world's wickedness, and they stand on
a virtuous plane far above the unthink-
ing masses. Then again in the ranks
of the righteous laity there are mnoble |
benefactors who give of their means to
relieve poverty, and that, too, from
motives of pure charvity. These are
the Christian types whose charitable
concern for suffering humanity evoke
tears and prayers of gratitude from the
wretched, bringing down blessings

{ minded persons of secular or irrelig-

and earth closer together. In painful
contrast to the generous class of souls
just mentioned, there are many large-

ious belief commonly known as public
philanthropists, who donate large sums
of their superfluous wealth to objects
of public and private benevolence ;
and the resulis of such generosity is a
decided gain to the community, as it
means the distribution of carh and an
increase of work for the laboring class.
In this sense the donor is & benefactor
indeed, but if we look beneath the sur
face and try to fix the motive that
prompted his action, we fiud the moral
and charitable element wanting.

As a rule, the great moneycd kings
who think well to divide their millions
under a pretense of benefitting the
public, are making a liberal bid for
the esteem and applause of the world
I'hey are seeking fame and personal
gratification from a morbid desire for
gelt-glorification, and while the free
scattering of their money bags is a
great help to an impoverished locality,
the merit of their deeds is sadly less-
ened from want of a pure incentive.
The right kind of charity is that
which makes no boast of what it does,
and yet is ever on the alert to seek out
abodes near home where the shadow of
hunger and misfortune broods, but
wherein self-respecting  poverty is
wont to hide its worst privations. The
ministering angels who bring needed
succor to homes like these are indeed

the real benefactors of the race. The
m and purposes of the two
relievers are as widely sep
as are the poles
first nam
tors &re I
) 1 th

1 Wor
1 @0t 3
| I N g
n shes or, perchance, vexa-
n ar appointment. On the con-
Lrary, heart that is thoroughly im-

bued with the solid principle of charity
is stimulated in its good works by a
ideal and by loftier motives,
Religion and charity are two branches
rrowing from one root The first in-
culeates the exercise of the second, and,
working 1n conjuction under the vigil
ant eye of the Church, they cannot
conseientiously pass misery and afllic
ion by without rendering whatever
assistance may be intheir power to be-
stow.

It was this superpatural instinet of
the uplifting power of the sure hope
of a heavenly reward that enabled the
martyr priests to go among the plague

ricken lepers, ana it is the same
ful hope that strengthens the
[Little Sisters of the Poor and the vari
ous orders of nuns to devote their
sacred lives to the relief of the poor
and well-being of humanity, with no
thought of earthly gain, but in firm
reliance in the recompense of Him
whose reward is ever just and sure.—
Wm. Ellison in Buffalo Union and
Times.
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A Religious Renaiscence.

Miss Girange notes that in the re
ligious renaiscence which London is
at present undergoing, apparently,
one of the principal activities is that
Catholic lay undertaking which has
for its ohject the presentation and
explanation of Catholic truth by a
series of free public lectures: and of
these lectures she declarves that per-
haps the most striking ones, as far as
local surroundings go, are those de-
livered by laymen in IHyde Park.
“Here, almost on the spot where
martyrs sowed the seed,” she writes,
‘a gallant attempt is made, Sunday
after Sunday, to carry the harvest.
Nor are the workers altogether with
out their reward. Gentleness, court
esy and scholarly train of argument

win their way. DProtestants come
from long distances to listen and

learn, and to ask bona fide questions;
and a rash attempt made by an asso-
ciation (unconnected with the Estab
lished Church) to clamor down the
lectures, died harmlessly away.
Numerous conversions have been
traced to both the indoor and outdoor
conferences; and it is probable that the
crusade of tract distribution, organized
by the same promoters, though its
results are necessarily to some extent
hidden, also bears fruitin that removal
of prejudices which, at the very least,
leaves the mind as a clear page on
which truth may write itself.” No
attempt is made in this brief paper to
predict what the outcome of this en-
deavor to bring London back to its
ancient Catholic faith will be. All
that the writer asserts is that the
impulse has been given to such an
endeavor ; that the rest lies largely
with Catholics themselves, especially
with lay Catholics ; that men are dis-
heartened with Protestantism because
it gives so little; doubtful of Angli-
canism for the reason that tne sect is
doubtful of itself : and that Ritualism,
which is trying to counteract the move-
ment, ‘‘is too incohesive even to stop
a gap, and is generally looked upon
rather as foam and flotsam borne on
the inrushing tide.”
i S
Read Ayer's Almanac, which your
druggist will gladly hand you, and
note the wonderful cures of rheumat
ism, catarrh, scrofula, dyspepsia,
eczema, debility, humors, and sores,
by the use of Ayer's Sarsaparilia, the
only Sarsaparilla admitted at the
World's I'air.
1f attacked with cholera or summer com-
plaint of any kind send atonce for a bottle
of Dr. J. Kellogg's Dysentery Cordial and
use it according to dirvections, It acts with
wonderful rapidity in subduing that dread-
ful disease that weakens the strongest man
and that destroys the young and delicate,
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his sails are not white : his boat is not

HOLY CHILD JESUS. pure gold.”
“No  eross,” sneered the man.
The Desired Haven. ““Think you that the cross will save
you? No, no, poor fools, be not so
" easily duped. l.ook on your chart,
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CHAPTER 1V. and you will see that you have uot
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IREN.LUS,

AELIS, AND NURANA,

Iren:us persuaded his companionsto

MICH-

even yet traversed one haif of the dis
tance from your garden to the country
of the King. Not one-half——not one
half of the dangers you will encounter

Those who have used this cholera medicine

follow into the poorest part of the great

to the seashore,
Many people flocked around them in

slipping back a few steps, sometimes
falling on their knees.

“Iren:cug,” called Nurana more than
once, ** Icannot go on.” Then Iren
wus would give him his disengaged
hand and help him as well as he conld.
Little Michaelis never flinched. He
had always been used to follow Iren-
wus, and to look up to him as his
cuide, and he felt glad even in dilli
culties and hardships to follow his
friend.

At last the storm died away, and the
sup shone forth. And when his fierce
rays fell on their uncovered heads,
they suffered even more than during
the storm. DBut finally they reached
the summit of the mountain, and it was
not difficult to descend the grassy slope
running down to the seashore,

“ Come, "said Irenmus, ** we will go
to the garden and chocse flowers to
decorate our boats

At the garden gate they met the
King's messenger. In his hard he
held three thorny crowns aad three
garlands of flowers.

““Choose,’ he said. ** The crown of
thorns is what your King Himself
wore when He passed through this
country.”

““Give me what my King wore,”
said Irenwus, taking a thorny crown
and pressing it on his head.

But Michaelis chose a garland of
white and blue violets, and Nurana a
brown of scarlet poppies.

In the garden Irenwmus chose white
lilies to adorn his boat, Michaelis vio
lets, and Nurana poppies. Then they
embarked, not without regret for the
beautiful garden in which they had
played as little children, and for their
friends and relatives in the town,
whom they mnever thought to
again.

“ You will try to keep with me, will
you not, Irenwus?” said little Mich-
aelis beseechingly. ‘‘I should be lost,
[ know, if I were left alone.”

‘“ Yes, we will keep as close as pos
sible,” answered Iren:cus ; ‘‘ we shall
encourage one another.”

The sea was rough, and violent
winds swept across the waters.
Strange kinds of monsters swam about
beneath the waves, often threatening
to overturn the boats and giving them
violent shocks. The thorns in his
crown pierced deep into Irenwxus’ head,
and made many red and paintul
wounds.

“ Cast off your crown,” said Nur-
ana ; “ you can never bear the pain.”

“ What my King has worn I will
wear too,” answered Irenwus; and
even as he spoke the drops of blocd
falling from his brow changed into
bright red roses, more lovely than any
the children had seen, even in their
beautiful garden by the seashore.

After they had been some days in
mid-ocean they saw a boat approach
ing. At the same time the wind
drifted their boats far asunder. It
was toward evening, and in the deep
ening gloom they could not even see
one another.

Dark clouds were driven up from the
horizon by the wind ; the hour of peril
was nigh. Irevwus knelt in  his boat
and prayed not only for himself, but
also for his companions. The enemy
drew near and, with a loud, mocking
laugh, cried :

see

¢ Ha, Nurana, secest thou these
clouds, and the angry sea? Hearest
thou the howling of the wind? Think- |

far-away shore, co far that, after so
many days'sailing, thou canstnot even
yet desery it?  No, no, Nurana. Come
with me; [ will help thee and gnide thee |
to the Islands of Riches, of Pleasure, |
and Fame, The sea is quiet yonder ; |
the clouds do not reach so far. Come, |
for thou wilt never reach that coun-
try.”
“No, no, Nurana, do not go,"” said

upon their heads and drawing heaven

orough cure,

sn}{lit acts promptly, and never fails to effect
at

the lame bay. ‘' This is an enemy.
See ! he has no cross on the masthead ;

have you passed.’

His heart beat fast,
the promised land.

of all manner of
before him.

he saw the streets of the

gold—as it were of transparent glass
—glittering in the light of the glory
of God, and of the Lamb, the light

thereof,

But suddenly, all around him, he
saw huge monsters with fiery eyes and
A darkness filled the at
a sudden giddiness came

long claws,
mospaere :
boat

over him : his

and
about in the water.
thought all was lost, He

was

the leper boy whom he had tended du
i , to whom he had given
the best place in the boat, and on whomn

the voyage

he had lavished the tenderest care
But he was gone, and Ireraus was
alone in the darkness

Then he heard the voice of many

waters and the voice of mighty thund
¢ Alleluia,
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.” He
heard the voice of a great multitude,
harping with

erings,

saying

the sound of
harps.

harpers

Then he was deafened by loud mock
ing laughter close to his ears,
with
“ Let him not go !’

But he knelt and prayed and trusted
in the King, and cried aloud when the
greatest

cries of *‘ Down

hoarse
‘t Seize him

danger seemed the
heart quailed within him.
was darkness. The littl

whirled round and round ; the waters
opened, and far below he saw cruel,
hungry flames leaping up, as if they
would ensnare him in spite of himself

He heard fearful
ing. A

wailing

the pit.
the King and saying:
[ perish.”
Suddenly, with
became pure and clear.
very gates of the city.

The pearly gate opened as his boat
There,
countless throngs of angels and saints,
who wore a crown of
thorns, which shone like no light that
mortal imagination hasever conceived.

outstretched
He smiled so kindly ;

touched the shore.

stood the King,
His welcoming,

were pierced ;
His voice was sweeter tha

ing stars when they sang together for
joy at the creation of the world as He
drew Iren:cus to His breast, and the
love from His heart thrilled the boy's
soul, while a chorus of praise and joy
rang through the courts of heaven as
He said : ““Called and chosen and
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Have you triad Holloway s Corn Cure It
hias no equal for removing these troublesome
excresences, as many have testified who
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With [lustrations of Articles used at
Churceh Ceremonies, and their Proper Name
Paper, 25 cents; Cloth, 50 cents,
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Liberal commission paid part-time

Stone & Wellington, T
ation
N PAVPER,

ITENTION

0. LABELLE,

RIRE

372 Richmond Street.

... WANTED ..

A MAN for every unrepresented dist

116 Church 8y,
TORONTO,

Y

T

ORONTO,

TAILOR

Good Business Sults from $16 upwards, The

best goods and careful workmanship.

WFAIR CANADA,"#c —§'A FAREWELL

two new and pretty songs,

EY, ROYCE & CO,,
939 tf

" “ ™ . =)
Yabll OO t.".:". :

A Y

WEBSTER'S DICTION

AN D-
4 ]
V r i t Y 1
¥
LD e R
} '
$
1, 1
1 1
[ co )
{ Dictiona
By urned d
1 it t 1)
which abont &
I nt the
100,000 words, 1ns
derivation ang
t 000 rgnars

bouand 1w

gular gell

ter's Dictio has hera

warion will be d
' ¢ har foy vr

red froq
ay \ dors muss

be accompanied with the cash

Addrese, THE CATHOLIC BECORI
Lo

VERY LIBERAL OFFERS

An Opportunity to Possess a
Beautiful Family Bible at
a Small Outlay.

THE TOLY BIBLE,

Containing
tures, accor
of Trex
Diliger

entire Canonleal 8
2 1o the deeree o

The Nev
al Rhelm
ed aced

the Sc

Dr.C

of the Holy Catholic

lustrated and Explanatory Catholie
ary of the Bible, each edited by
Ignatins F. Horstmann, D.D,, I*
Philosophy and Liturgy in ti
Seminary of 81, Charles

car and o

) t v crlendar 1 .
tructive and devotional matters, With elos
cant cel plate and olher ppropr )
ener 1

Th ble will prove not only a blessing in
every Catholic houschold, bul an ornament
as welle  The 170 1 £ 10} x 4 inches,
welghs 124 pounds, and is beautifully bound.
FFor Meven Boblars (cosh 1o gecompnny
order) we will nd the Bible hy express La
any part of the Dominton, charyg Or cars
riage prepaid; and beside will ve credit

ubscription of F'ne CATHOLIO
and the &

for one yi
RECORD
n Yer r
who llve where t ‘

have book forwarded to the one neare
residence.  Please note that i, on ¢
ation, anyone 1y dissatistied with t
chase, the book may be retu
expense, and the money will be
Bibles similar to these have for years been
sold by agents for ten doliars each,

THE HOLY BIBLE

(A SMALLER EDITION)

Transglated from the Latin valgate

bound in eloth, Size 10 x 7 x 2, and
pounds 6 ounces. This book will be sent Lo
any address on same conditfons as the la P

edition for Four Dollars and w yearsered!
CATHOLIO

Ziven on subseription to Tug
LECORD,

It is always better 1o send remitiance
money order, but when ¢ his sentthe
should in every case be re tered,

Address—THOMAS COVFEY,
Catholie Record OMee, LONDON, Ont,

We have on hand

A large quantity of fine

Clarets

\ N
French Bordeany
398 Richmond St., Londen. 'Phone €50

SRR S

180 KING STREKT,

JonN Ferauson & Hons

The leading Uy
ers, Of

Telephone—

PLAIN FACTS FOR FAIK MINDS,

This has a larger sale than any book of tha
kind now in the market. [t is notacontrover
gial work, but gimply a statement of Catholio

Doctrine. The author is Rev. Geo, M, Searle.
The price i3 exceedingly low, only tifteen
cents. Kree by mail to any address. '{‘l\e Yook
containg 960 pages. Address Thos. Coffey,
CATHOLIC RECORD Office, London, Ont,




