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OUR CONVENT SCHOCLS,

Professor Anstin, Principal of the
Ladies’ Boarding School, or College, at
St. Thomas, writes a lengthy letter to the
Mal for the two-fold purpose of advertis:
ing his own institation, snd of injuring
the Catholic Convent Academies of the
Province, His letter appears in the Mail
of the 8th inst. Before pasming to the
comsideration of the ostensible object of
this letter, we may ssy a word on its
concealed purposs, the advertlsing of his
“Alma College.” Thus does the Professor
put on the plaster :

“No one with any knowledge of the
Protestant colleges for young women in
Ontarlo will compare them with the con-
vent schools in buildings, staff, equipment
snd scholastic results, to the advantage of
the latter.”

Why does not the Professor add “moral
tealning,” to his catalogue of superior
qualifications of the Protestant colleges?
In it because be Is afraid that some of the
escapades which have occuired in his own
institution are too widely known to per-
mit him to challenge comparison on this
point? Let us tell him that they are
known outside the vicinity of 8t. Thomas,
Alma College has been advertised suffi-
ciently in this respect. Indeed it is one
of the ressons why Protestants so often
prefer to send their children to the Con-
vent Academiea that they are sure to have
instilled into them the moral principles
that will be their safegnard during life,
Besides this, it is generally conceded that
the social deportment and manners ac-
quired in them are far superior to those
attained in the insiitutions so;much lauded
by Principal Austin,

We do not intend to say & word in dis.
paragement of the Protestant Ladies’ Col-
leges in general which are to be found in
Canada. We believe that the teaching
staff generally to be found in them do
their best, according to their ability, to
train the young ladies under their care,
both intellectually and morally; but when
bigota speak disparagingly of our Convent
Academles, in order to benefit institutions
in which they are snlercsted, as Professor
Austin is In regard to the Alma College, it
1s full time for us to accept the challenge
he o rashly throws out, and to make the
comparison he Invites. It was chiefly for
the reasons we have already etated, that
the Reverend Dr. Egerton Ryerson, late
Superintendent of Education for Ontario,
chose to send his daughbters to Catholic
Convent Academies for their education;
and, Methodist Minister as he was, he pre-
ferred to bring upon himeelf the ire of
Conference rather than remove his chil-
dren from the convent schools in which
he had placed them. In fact, #0 resolute
was he on this point, that he was debarred
from the exercise of Minieterial functions
In consequence; and he did not
resume them until his daughters bad
completed their conventftraining, Facts
like these speak more power-
fully of the superior training of
the Convent schools than all the empty
vaporing and frantic appeals to bigotry
which Principal Austin has the ability to
employ. We might mention other facts
i{n connection with this part of the sub-
ject, but we refrain at present. We pre-
sume that one reason for the superlority
of the convent schools in this respect is that
Catholics have a fixed moral code which
can be safely taught, while Protestants,
left to individual fancy for the character
of the morality they should practice, have
not fixed principles to inculcate. It isthe
natural consequence of a vacillating code
of morals, that laxity in this regard will
be found among those who are educated
in accordance with it,  Auother cause is
undoubtedly to be found in the fact that
the lady teachers in convent academies
have been trained to the practice of the
highest virtue from their youtb, and they
are thus competent to instruct thoee con-
fided to their care in the exerclse of the
Virtues with which they are so entirely
familiar. In this respect, ladies of the
world, however irreproachable in their
private conduct, cannot be expected to
equal the religlous teachers, These causes
will also account for the superior social
maaners of conventually educated young
ladies ; for the basls of true politenets is
Oh:istian morality.

Lot us now exemine the truth of the

Prinelpal’s boast of the superiority of the
Protestant Ladies’ Colleges, under the
aspocts be has mentioned, He apeaks of
the vastly superior staff of the Protestant
fostitutions. We must ssy that there Is
great soom for doubting this, As far ae
we can learn, even Professor Austin’s re-
putation does ot justify so grandiloquent
a bosst. He is best koown!for his public
sdvocacy of an absurd scheme of a univer-
sal Obristian Chusch, composed by means
of & confederation of all the churches
extant, with all th:lr divergencies; and his
use of atithmetic in his present letter will
scarcely add to bisreputation. Hesays of
the Convent Boarding Schools:

“They outnumber the Protestant Board.
ing Schools five to one, and in proportion
to the population, are twenty-five times
more numerous.” It tells very badly
both for the Principal’s honesty and ability,
that he makes statistical statements out of
bis own imagination or fancy. The num.
ber of Convent Boarding Schools in
Oantario does not exceed 26, The number
of the non-Catholic Behools of similar
claas {s about the same, as nearly as can be
judged from the comparison of the census
of the Dominion with the returns of the
Catholic Dioceses. This, of course, mani-
fosts the zeal of the Catholics for superior
Catholic Education, but it also shows the
utter unreliability of Principal Austin’s
statistics.

Farther, the Professor says that in
scholastic results the Protestant Boarding
Bchools are decldedly superlor. It is easy
for an unscrupulous statisticlan to make
such an assertion, but the proof is not so
easy; and the Professor, uaturally, makes
no attempt at proof. We will supply the
omission, It is difficult to obtain sare
data by which to show the relative results
of the teaching of the two kinds of Board-
ing Bchools: still such data are not
altogether wantlng, In District 115, at
the last Departmental Non-Professional
Examinations for second and third class
teachers’ certificates, 8 pupils were
awarded second, and seven third claws
certificates, none of whom were beyond
the seventeenth year of their sges. This
diatrict is the Lindsay Convent Academy.
A record equally ratisfactory has been
made by the eame academy for many suc-
ceesive years; and from what we know of
them, we feel assured that if the same
test were applied, teveral convent echools
in Ontario would equal this record, or at
least come very near it. Is there a Pro-
testant Lsdies’ Boarding School in the
Province that could show an equal
scholastic result? It is doubtful: yet
it is pretty certain that Alma College is
not the one that could do it.

So much for scholastic results : and the

efficiency of the respective steffs may be
inferred, Lst us add that four pupils of
Loretto Convent, Hamilton, and eight of
Loretto Convent, Toronto, gained medals
at the Colonial Exhibition, London, for
excellence in painting, needlework and
waxwork. Lord Lansdowne sald of this
success that “it showed the most perfect
training,” and Dr, May, of the Education
Department sald on the same occasion,
“the art exhibit, particularly that of the
Abbey, (Toronto) had attracted the favor-
able notice of the art critics, and even the
Queen bad particularly admired it.”
* The only other points of superiority
claimed for the Protestant boarding
echools are “buildings and equipment.” It
were proper that Principal Austin gave
the figures which would substantiate
this. It is a matter quite secondary
to the points already spoken of : but even
in this respect we are pretty certain that
the Convent echools will compare favor-
ably with the Protestant boarding schools,
It is certain that many of them are, in
respect to buildings, equlpment and
grounds, ahead of Alma Collage, We may
mention the Sacred Heart of London, the
Loretto Abbey, Toronto, and the Niagara
Falls convent,

Let us now say a few words on the
oztensible purpose of the Principal’s letter,
He appeals to Protestants that their chil-
dren’s faith is endangered by attendance
at the Convent schools,. He says that
(probably) ome tenth of the Protestant
girls attending these echools become “con.
verts to Romanism.” These figures, like
the rest of the Professor’s facts, are purely
imaginary and falee. There is no doubt
that the conventually educated Protestant
young ladies, inasmuch as they come
to the knowledge of the kind and
affectionate care bestowed upon thelr
wards by the religlous teachers, and of
their earnest and unassuming plety, will
not accept the ridiculous falsehoods which
they eo often hear of conventual immorali-
tles, s freely circulated among Protestants
by such as Edith O'Gorman, Widdows, and
Fr, Chiniquy, whom the Principal so con-
fidently quotes, but their religion is not
interfered with. As regards the amount
of good example in convents, which Pro.
testantism is able to stand, we shall not
pass an opinfon, No doubt when these
girls see that Catholic religious are not so
black as they have been painted, it will
in future life influence them to think less
unfavorably of Catholics in general: but
this result ought to be hailed with glad-
ness by those who think that Catholics
and Protestants ought to be educated in
the same schools, We presume that Pro-
fessor Austin thinks wo too; but it is in

Protestant schools e would wish the ex-

periment to be made, and eepecially in
Alma College. The Principal says :

“We write in no splsit of hostility to
our Roman Oatbolie w-citizens, who
bave and should epjoy equal rights with

us in every respect. We write, not to
unphh,?nno commend ﬂ:n': in the

watter of which we sball speak—their
convent schools,”

It is well that he has this much honesty;
but he would have proved his sineerity
botter if he had closed his letter there,
instead of writing the misrepresentations
which follow this declaration, He adds,
We write “To set another alarm bell ring-
ing in the drowsy ears of our co-religion-
h'l-"

The Protestant parents who actually
send their children to the convent sshools
do not need the Professor’s alarm:bell.
They are quite capable of forming their
own judgment without the Professor's
interforence. The proof of this s the fact
that they are among the most intelligent
and prosperous citizens of Ontario, as our
readers may emsily verify by making
inquiries wherever there is a convent
boarding school in their mneighborhood.
Why, then, do these gentlemen make use
of the opportunity thus afforded them !
It is not because they ate the cheapest
schools, as the Professor pretends, but
because they are convinced they are the
beat.

The Principal says that the Convent
Schools are so advertised “‘that they
appear even lower (in price) than they
are.” We have not yet seen the Convent
prospectus that uses any deception in re-
gard to the prices charged for tuition, &o
The Professor ackuowledges that these
schools have been cheaper than the Pro-
testant Schools “up to recent date,” and
that it “ls now true to some extent.”
There has been no need of deception in
the matter, thezefore. But we do mesn
to say that the Professor uses deception
throughout his letter, when he endeavors
to advertise his Oollege as being either
superior to, or equally cheap with the
Convent Schools.

The Convent Schools are not established
for proselytising purposes, as he pretends,
They are established to afford to Catho-
lics, particularly, a superlor education,
at aa low rates as poessible. If Protestants
desire to make use of the eame oppor-
tunities, they are usually permitted todo
00, a8 far as the admiesion of their chil-
dren will not interfere with the thoroughly
Catholic training which it is deeired shall
be given to the Catholic pupile, for whom,
erpecially, the echools are designed.

The Principal says these schools i‘“are
not organized for money making.” This
fs true. They are organized for the pur-
pose we have above indicated, Alma
College is the property, we believe, of &
company who do desire ‘‘dividends,” snd
as it has not succeeded to satisfy theshare-
holders in this respect, it is easy to con-
ceive that a certain pressure has been
brought to bear upon the Principal, to
make a revival among the dry bones, by
tecuring more pupils, at the expence, if
possible, of the Convent Schools, The
device will scarcely succeed.,

DIGITUS DEI,

Special interventions of Divine Provid-
ence for the punishment of blasphemy,
either directly agalnst God, or against the
sacred truths of religion, are undoubtedly
of frequent occurrence, Such events are
all alike ridiculed and declared imaginary
by the infidel press. All events beyond
the ordinary course of physical nature
are assumed to bo untrue without enquiry
into the evidence which attests them; yet
miraculous events are frequently authen.
ticated by testimony which cannot be
gainsaid. They are frequently so public
that there can he no valid pretense raised
that there ls colluslon or copspiracy to
relate what is false, This is the case with
many of the miracles which have been
wrought at the shrine of St. Ann of
Beaupre, and ehrines of other saints,
especially those of the Holy Mother of
God, Yet even thete bave been sneered
at by unbelievers. This does not make
them less true or credible.

A narrative comes to us now from
Wichits, Kaneas, which is attested by the
Beacon of that town, We have not the
proofs by numerous witnesses at hand to
enable us to say that the story is absolutely
trae; otill there is respectable testimony
sufficient to render it worthy of being
recorded as an item of news, We do not
even asert that the event is certainly
miraculous, in the abeence of more details,
but we give the story as it ia related,

A young man inclined to scoff at rellg.
ion, Frank Morton, of Moberly, Mo., was,
ot long since, boarding at the Arlington
House, Wichits, During the tlme of his
stsy there, he attended meetings of the
Salvation Army, and one night, after one
of thete meetings, while 12 or 15 per.
sons were with him in the hotel
office, one of Morton’s friends sald, “Good
night, Frank.” Morton answered : “Good
night ; I'll meet you in hell in the morn«
ing.,” Immediately he fell on the flooras
if struck by a club. Those who were pre.
sent crowded round, and beheld him with
closcd eyes, and livid face, the picture of
death, Dr. J. M, Hoekins was called, but
found he was not dead,but seemingly in an

epileptic fit; or perhaps suffering from the

effecta of poison. After medical treatment

consclousness was restored, but he was un-
able to speak, Calling for & paper and pen-
oll, he wrote, azking those present to tele.
geaph for his brother, and added : “When
I made my last remark I was nearer hell
than I thought.” He regarded his affiic-
tion as & punishment for his blasphemy.
It is eaid that the proprietor of the hotel,
and the others who were present, well
known in the locality, vouch for the truth
of the atory.

FRANCOPHOBIA AGAIN.

Mcr, Tame has replied, in the Mail, to
the editorial of that journal on the French-
Usanadian question. His able letter suf-
ficlently shows the futility of the Mail's
position, It is unnecessary for us to enter
upon a discussion of the points so ably
dealt with by Mr. Tasee, but there are some
matters in the Madl's article on which we
deem it proper to make some remarks; as
they do not come within Mr. Tasse's
sphere, preclsely, or he bas not touched
upon them; though he bas expressed his
intention to speak of some of them in a
fature letter.

The Mail opens a new article on the

subject by enumerating all the grievances
he can think of, which, as he eays, are the
subjects of the “complaints of the Eng.
lish minority in Quebec.” The com-
plainte, he then declares, *“must be more
or less well founded.” “More or less?”
Perhaps so : but from reasons which we
bave already given in these columns, it
may well be inferred that they are “less
well founded” rather than “more.” At
all events the Mail should not ssy that
thece are ‘““the complaints of the English
minority,” for the Englich minority have,
for the most part, too much good sense to
make the frivolous complaints which con-
stitute the greater portion of his list of
grievances, The complaints come from a
very small section of the “English min-
ority,” a sectlon fitly represented by the
firebraud whose letter, signed *‘A Protest-
aot Minister,” gave tise to the present con-
troversy. The Mail bas evidence enough
in Mr, Weir’s Jetter, rebuking him for his
frenzied attacks on the French-Canadians,
that these firebrands do not represent the
“Protestant minority” in Quaebec.
The first grievance is ‘‘the tithe and
fabrique assessment system,” Hitherto he
pretended that this was equally odious to
Catholics and Protestants, We pointed
out, and so does Mr, Tasse in his letter,
that the Catholics have never shown sny
dissatisfaction with it. They are satisfied
to support the Church by belog legally
taxed for this purpose, The Mail mnow,
by its present silence on this head, con-
cedes that this is true, but he maintains
that the Protestants are diesatlefied with
it. Aod why? It is acknowledged that
they are not taxed for this purpose: but
it is sald “the natural tendency of the
system is to render the clergy’averse to
the settlement of Protestants,” and that
thereby “the church possesses all the ap.
paratus for making heresy and heretics un-
comfortable,”

We shall not deny that it is very likely
the Catholic priesthood of Quebec would
prefer to see Catholics, rather than Pro.
testants, settled around them, But how
are they to be legislated out of this prefer-
ence! Is it not a fact that Protestant
ministers in Ontarlo prefer Protestant
settlements to Catholic ones? Yet we do
not hear that the French-Canadians wish
to legislate them out of ;their preferences,
But it may be sald ‘the Protestants of
Ontario do not tax themselves legally for
the support ‘of Protestantism.” Yes,
frequently they do. We bave
known cases where they have
bound themselves by legal documents to
build churches and to support their min.
isters : and the law binds them to keep
their promises, There is in the Quebec
method merely a difference in the manner
in which this is done, and it is & matter
which concerns only those who tax them-
selves for the purpose. The Ontarionians
have no business to dictste in the matter
at all, and this is the anawer that Quebec
gives the Masl That, journal does not
now insist that the Quebec clergy actually
endeavor to make “heresy and heretics
uncomfortable,” but he says, if not, they
‘ghirk their duty.” By their doctrines they
should treat “Protestantism as & crime.”
The Quebec clergy kncw their duties
without takiog lessons from the Mail,
The fact that they are mot persecuting
Protestants, should, therefore, be a suffi-
clent proof that it is not their duty to do
so. But to what straits the Mail is re.
duced ! From maintaining that thelclergy
are actually persecutors, he is now forced
to eay that they ought to be so! Cer-
tainly : to give him an excuse to wage war
upon them !

The Ste. Barbe case is of such magni-
tude that the Masl manufactures jthree
grievances out of it: First, ‘“the Ste.
Barbe case,”” Secondly, ‘‘the manner in
which municipal law is operated,” thirdly,
“the encroachments of the Church upon
the domain of the civil power.” We
have spoken of this case already, :: Certain
Protestant settlers demur to pay a tax
imposed to drain their municipality, and
their French Canadian neighbors will pro-
fit by it. The grievance, however, con-
slets in this, that the municipality was

formed by the erectin of a new

parhh by the bhbhop. If the law
o it stands gives municipal effect
to the acts of the bishop, this s
merely equivalent to making him s muni-
cipal officer, 1t is surely no excuse for
Ontario interference. If there is any real
grievance, the French.Canadians are lib.
eral enough, as they have always proved
themselves to be, to treat the Protestants
fairly; and any actoal grievance will be
readily redressed when it becomes known;
but if the Eaglish settlers merely wish to
shirk municipal duties on the ples that
French Canadians will be benefitted by
them, there is nothing to redzess,

The next objection is that the Quebec
schools are “sectarian,” and that where
Protestants cannot support BSeparate
Schools they must send thelr children to
such public echools. The schools of
Quebec are Catholic—not sectarian, A sect
is etymologleally a cutting from the main
trunk ; and the term therefore caunot be
applied to the Catholic Church, However,
we know the Mail's meaning. He objects
to the teaching of the Oatholic religion to
Catholic pupils in the Quebec sehools.
Protestant children are, in no case, obliged
to receive Catholic instruction ; but Oath.
olics devsire religion in their schools, and
will have it. But if this be so objection.
able in Quebec, what does the Mail ssy to
the following Oatario echool law ?

‘““Papils shall be allowed to receive such
religions instruction as their parents or
guardians desire, according to any general
regulations provided for t%e organization,
government and discipline of public
schools.”

You bave therefore in Ontario a law
allowing the schools to be “sectariaa,” as
the Mail says, but the Ontarionians pro-
pose to step in to prevent the Catholics of
Quebec from teaching the Catholic relig-
ion to Catholic pupils? And withal, the
Mail assures us that he “is not animated
by the slightest animosity toward the
French-Canadian people or their creed.
Surely not—by the slightest—but by the
most bitter hate.

Will it be said, in order to meet jour
argument, ‘“but in very few of the
Ontarlo Schools is Raliglon taught?” per.
baps so, directly, Lut indirectly, it Is
taught in many, At all events, by the
above clause, all the schools are made
religious schools potentially, If trus-
tees do mot act upon the powers given
to them, it is either because they caanot
agree upon the kind of religion to be
taught, or because they are indifferent
to religious teaching. This does mot
induce the consequence that the Catholics
of Qaebec, who do know what they
want, must exclude religlon altogether
to please the Mail, In fact, they are
quite indifferent whether the Mail be
pleased or angry.

There are some other pointsin the
Mail's comments which merit attention,
but we shall defer their consideration
for a future occasion.

MR, GLADSTONE'S WARNING,

Mr. Gladstone warned the people of
England that the suppression of free
speech in Ireland would imperil liberty
in Eogland also; and already his words
have proved to be prophetic. Placards
calling & meeting at Tower Hill in Lon-
don to express sympathy for Ireland
were torn down by the police, and at
midnigkt, betore the meeting took place,
the speakers announced on the bills for
the meeting received domiciliary visits,
and were questioned concerning its pur-
pose. The government, with its now
usual imbecility, stopped short just here,
for the meeting was not suppressed.
The government are evidently tyrannical
enough to suppress the acknowledged
right of discussing their arbitrary meas.
ures, yei {00 vaciilating o put their
wishes into actual operation, The same
ocours in Ireland, with this differ.
ence, that they are emboldened
by the possession of their majority in
Parlisment, to carry their arbitrary
measures further where Ireland is con.
cerned. Still even there their vaciiia-
tion and impotence are evident, They
have proclaimed two hundred branches
of the National League, but the meet.
ings of these branches take place all the
same. On Oct. 2nd a public meeting
took place in the proclaimed district, at
which ten thousand people were present,
Every man there rendered himself liable
toarrest and imprisonment : but it is too
big a task for the Government to
imprison thousands at a time, There
are no jails to hold them; and as none
will give bail it must, be either jail
or they go Socot free, If the
Irish could only be induced to
break the peace at these meetings,
the Government would have an excuse to
shoot them down with grape-shot, but as
they are so confident that Home Rule
is soon to be won, the lrish people are
detexmined to keep themselves within the
limits of constitutional agitation, Tbus
the Government are perplexed,

Another meeting was held on the 9th
foat. at the confluence of the Suir and
Barrow rivers. The attendance is des.
cribed as immenes. The river was liter-
ally covered with boatsaand barges bearing

CHAMBERLAIN IN ULSTER,
e

Mz, Chamberlain arrived in Trelsnd on
the 11th inst, He was received with
great rejolcing by the Orangemen, A
Lorne he was presented with an address.
He said “the time bad passed when the
Irish had cause to murmur at the Goy.
ernment; for there is now a Democratic
Paslisment representing the people. He
favored land law reform, that every
cultivator might ultimately own the land
he tilled, and the greatest exteneion of
local Government consistent with the
integrity of the Empire, the Supremacy
of Parlisment and the protection of
minorities.” At Belfast the streets and
houses were decorated in his honor, He
was received with cries of “Boo” from
the Home Rulers, and cheers from the
Orangemen, He said “We have saved
the Union, thereby preserving Great
Britain from injury and Ireland from
ruin and disaster, However, it seems
possible that this great issue will again
have to be faced, when much will depend
upon tbe atlitude and determination of
the men of Ulster, If the majority are
animated by the spirit of those present,
I bave no doubt of the result, It may
be possible to give Ireland Home Rule
it the demand were unanimous, but it
would be impossible to force Ulster to
accept & Government ehe distrusted and
detested,”

He entirely jgnores the fact that Ulster
even has returned its mejority for Home
Rule. The minority in all Ireland favor-
able to Coercion and alien rule is but a
miserable faction, a mere corporal’s guard.
Mr, Chamberlain shows his bad faith by
such double-dealing, which deserves only
contempt. Because one-half of Ulster is
desirous of continning the present system
under which the country is suffering, is
that a sufficient resson why the whole
nation is to be wronged? No Irishman
decires Ulster to be oppressed; and if it be
required to give the Wlstermen security
to this end, no one will object to its belng
given: but Home Rule must be obtained.

LATEST PHASES> OF THE IRISH
QUESTION.

At the inquest in the Mitchelstown
shooting case, the jury returned a verdict
of wilful murderfagainst Head Constable
Brownrigg, Sergeants Kerman, Ryder and
Brennan and Constables Gavan and Doran.
Warrants have been fssued for their arrest,
On the eve of the return of the verdict
the policemen were removed from the
district. The Coroner declared their
removal “iilegal, improper, and unconsti.
tutional.” The police inspector said they
had been removed becauee thelr duties in
the place had ceased,but they would return
if necessary, Mr, Harrington accused
Constable Brownrigg of deliberately plan-
ning the murders. The Constables have
not yet been placed under arrest, but the
Government promise to investigate their
conduct,

The acquittal of Lord Mayor Sullivan
has completely paralyzed the Govern-
ment, It is reported, however, that a
determined effort wili be made to sup-
press the National League throughout
Ireland, The Cabinet will not meet for-
mally until 25th October, Meanwhile
full powers are given to Mr. Balfour lo
deal with Ireland as he deems best.
Many ot the officials of Dublin Castle
are acknowledged to be incompetent,
and until a radical change is made, the
Government cannot execute their pur.
pose efficiently. In the meantime, the
League leaders remain in possession of
the field, and are confident that each
week will make the Government less
capable of enforeing the obnoxious laws,
No new prosecutions of any importance
have taken place of late, and those
which have been und ertaken bring out
more forcibly the atrength of the
National sentiment. The Coercion Law
remains for the present a dead letter,

A striking incident, In this connection,
occurred at Taghman, County Wexford,
Twenty persons were prosecuted under
the Crimes Act, for having attempted to
intimidate a *land-grabber.” Sixteen
were discbarged for want of evidence, the
four who were convicted being all chil.
dren. While pronouncing sentence, the
magistrate told one of these, a little girl,
named Lawler, thatif she expressed regret
for her conduct, he would accept nominal
bail, and she would not be locked up.
She answered promptly. “It is no dis-
grace to be imprisoned for Ireland. I do
not regret What I have dome, and I will
notgive bail.” The crowd cheered heartily;
and Mr. Edmund Leamy, member for
Northeast Cork, who was defending the
prisoner, exclaimed :

“You are the best little glrl in Ireland,
and a credit to your country.”

A public meeting was held after the
adjournment of the court, and the girl’s
loyalty to the National cause was unani-
mouely approved.

A meeting announced to be held at
Woodford was proclaimed; but it was held,

people to the meeting. The ueual resolu-
tions, denouncingthe course of the Govern.

notwithstandiog, on Saturday night. The

 telegraph wires to Dublin were cut, thus

ment wereadopted, Yet the police knew preventing communication with Dublin,

nothing of the meeting till all was over.

Measrs. O'Brien, Gill and others spoke
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smid grest enthusissm, Mr, O’Brien
burned a copy of the proclamation for-
bidding the meeting, Six members of
Parliament were among the speakers,
Thepolice appeared to find that the meet-
ing was at end. They were greeted with
good humored laughter, The Daily News
saye: ‘“‘the Nationalists did a capital
stroke of business at Woodford.” The
Morning Post advises decisive action
against those who contemptuously set the
Government at defiance.

Mr, Chamberlain’s land theories, pro-
pounded in Ulster, are being criticised by
the Unionlst press, They consider that
his plans show crudity of judgment and
want of capacity to grasp the diffisulty of
the position,

In Sussex, Sir William Harcourt ex-
hibited a cartoon from a Liberal paper
representing Mr, Balfour with a pike
prodding an Irishman. Near by stand:
the Prime Minister with a rifle, saying
“Prod away, Balfour, until he resists, anc
then I can shoot him.”

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Ir 18now confidenily announced thaf
before the end of this month there will
be & “modification” of the British Cab.
inet, Itisto be hoped thatthe changes
will be for the better. It would be diffi.
cult to make a change for the worse; but
mere patchwork will not make an ac.
ceptable Oabinet, There must be a
thorough cleansing of the Augean stables,
There will be no solution of the present
difficulties until the imbeciles be thrown
aside, and Gladstone take the lead. Thie
will come in good time,

TENNESSER, like Texas, has rejected
Prohibition, though not by so decisive 8
vote, The majority against the prohib.
tory amendment is about 20,000. Mosf
of the Democratic counties voted agains
the amendment, nine being  for and
thirty-nine against, The Republican
counties were more evenly divided, bu
were decisively for the amendment
which received the vote of twenty-two o
these counties, while twelve voted nay
The negro vote was very much divided
but it appars to have predominated ir
favor of P -ohibition.

ON Wednesday, 5th Oct,, Mr, Jarman
of London West, applied to the Metho
dist Minister of the villege to have his
child baptized, as it was near death, The
minister promised to attend after dinner
but as he did not come, Mr. Jarmar
called on him a second time. This tim
the minister refused to attend on thi
prea that the Board of Health wculd no
allow the visits of clergymen to patient
suffering from diphtheria. The child
therefore, died without baptism on th
next day, The parents areindignant a
this deprivation of a rite which even thq
Methodists deem of great importance
‘The plea of the minister is declared b
the chairman of the Board of Health to b
untrue, as infected houses are not quar
antined against the clergy, doctors, o
any others who wish to comfor
the afflicted, Cases like this ar
of frequent occurrence, as the
Protestant clergy will not expos
themselves to carry contagion into thei
families,. Besides, probably, they do no
consider that their ministrations are o
any real benefit; though Our Divin
Saviour went aboat doing good, and feare
not, as an example to the clergy, to viaif
heal, and comfort the afflicted, even whe
their diseases were contagious, as in th
cases of leproay, &c. Theimitation of ou
Divine Saviour in this is part of the Cathc
lic priest’s duty, and it is unheard of tha
they shrink from fulfiiling it, whether th
case be diphtheria, scarlet or typhus feve:
small-pox or cholera, Would not th
difference of conduct between the tw
kinds of clergy suggest that, after all th
abuse which is heaped upon the Catholl
priesthood, they are the best imitators ¢
our Divine Master! Would it not ale
show that an unmarried clergy, “solicitor
for the things of the Lord,” make the be:
%dispensers of the mysteries of Christ?”

TaE editor-in.chief of the Victor
Warder has been called by a facetious con
temporary “Fighting Sam,” because it |
said he keeps in his sanctum an effigy o
the Pope, on which he practices daily.

HEATHENISM is now preached in Toront
under the auspices of Protestant clerg
men, Wong Chin Foo lectured in Shaft
bury Hall on 13th Oct., Rev. A. T. Bowae
M. A, B.D,, being in the chair, H
subject was, “Why am I a Heathen'
His English was good, for a Chinama:
The doctrines of some of the sects were ¢
hardly dealt with that many of the aud
ence withdrew. He considers heathenis
quite equal to Christianity in its civilizls
power,

SiMuLTANEOUSLY with this event, v
learn that Joseph Cook, speaking ¢
Springfield, said : *'If ever there is to be
time when it will not do to scatter sel
contradictions in Japan, Chins, Indi
Turkey and the islands of the ses, th
time will be in the next quarter of a ce
tury, the great transitional period throug
which heathen landa are passing. T
misionaries’ chief trouble in relievis



