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FIVE MINUTE SERMON
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER
PENTECOST

S ———

THE CALLING OF THE LABORERS

“ And Jesus saith to SBimon: Fear not
from henceforth thou shalt catch men. And
having brought their ships to land, leaving all
things, they followed Him.” (Luke v, 10, 1L)

Of all the dignities of earth, that
of the ohosen one of God is the most
sublime. A vooation is above an
avooation ; it is grenter than a pro-
tession. This calling is something
that can nob be said to be innate in
map, but comes to him when God,
who 18 ite Author, chooses. It is &
privilege, for it is not given to all —
nay, it is given to but & few — and ¢
elevates man to the highest point
obtainable in life, when he lives up
to it faithtally. It places man in the
closest comncction poesible with his
Maker, and records the will of God
to be made known to other men,
God works, in other words through
His chosen ones for the salvation of
man's soul, To co-operate with God
in this, the greatesi of all works, can
not {ail to be most meritorious.

It is well that God ohooses those
whom He desires to be laborers
in His vineyard. Did man make the
choice bimeelf, his works to that end
would be in vain, for a power from
God and an adaptability from the
game source are abaolutely necessary
for suocsss in this work, Man is
gaved through grace. He can not be
urged on effectively to salvation by
any other meane. He is incited to
this pursuit by him who has an
abundance of God's geace and a
oertain likeness to his Master abid.
ing in him, and manifested by his
words and works. Qod will not give
the power to work in men's souls
except to him whom He Himself
calle, It is for this reanson that the
prevarioators and deceivers who
work themselves into God's ‘minis-
try attain ro lasting succees and,
sooner or later, show their true
colors. Sometimes, because of
people’'s good faith, God may use
them as & means through which to
exercise Hie beneficence toward man,
but this does not hélp them per-
sonally. They are instrumente, per-
hape ; bub, being rational beings, it
depends upon themselves what kind
ol instruments they become. We
mugt never overlook the fact that
man has & free will, ahd though God
may for a while work through him,
ke is not thereby necessarily in God’s
favor, living in the sbtate of gracs.
Since God calle His own, them alone
does He adorn with His special
graces, and fo them only does He
give the power fo bring souls to Him.,
He gometimes may lead souls #o
Himself through others ; but whether
the soule of these others also will be
brought to Him, depends upon them.
selves,

The bsauty of the life ot those
called by God and actively and meri-
toriously engaged in His works, can
nol be surpassed. Why shoald this
be 60 ? Beoauss it is an adornment
coming from God Himself, from
whom all beauty proceede. In that
soul in which Geod acts in a special
way, there is but loveliness. He
makcs iv His own, and only the
purest and brightest are God's
poeseesion. Where stains exist, God
is absen?, or is not present in any
intimate degree. The dwelling
places of God are those of His
chosen souls, In body they must
live on earth, work, toil, and suffer :
but in spirit and in their higher and
nobler life, they live in constant
communication with God. They de-
light that words can not speak is
theirs in abundance, and a sad heary
never beats in their breasts, except
guch n@ was Christ's when He con-
pidered the hardened sinner. The
divine in Christ, which ever gave
Him happivess and made Him dwell
in bliss, may be said to exied, ina
certain sense, in God’'s chosen minis-
texrs who are faithfully doing His
will and laboring for Him, even
amidst sufferings. In them this is
not & nature, as in Christ, but it isa
gort of presence of the Almighty,
and is a reward even in life for their
labors.

God would chooge grealer numbers
of ministers, no doub$, were the
neceseary dispositions found !in
parents and in the gubjects. We
must never forget that God does not,
a3 a rule, act againet nature. He
rather ncts in accord with it, It is
nature that He finds worthy or un-
worthy of His love. This does not
menn nature iteelf, but nature as we
have made i}, or as we make it.
Where human nature is made an
object worthy of God's love, the
highest spiritual blessings will ke
given i?, and among the principal,
nay, the chief of these, is a call
to work in Hie cause. Of course,
God does not expact to find ns as
worthy of His love and esteem as He
will make us. This would not bes
possible for wus, However, Hse
wishes to find i subjsots for what
He is desirieous of making of us.
There always has besn a cerisin dis.
position toan endwhich Gedcalled one
to attain. Sometimes it was hidden,
not through one's own fault, but
becanuse of wreng rasring, faully
edueation, and falge feaching. Some
have theught, as no doubt did St.
Paul before his conversion, the nets
they were engaged in, to be lawful
pnd even meritorious. Bat God
lifted the veil from their eyes, and
they then applied all fheir fasulties
and powers to a noble cause. So it
is yet that many, once in good faith
enemies of Ged's one religion, are
onlled to His service and become
indefatigabie laberersin Hisvineyard,
But we do nef intend to speak of
these exseptions, It is ameng God's

own that He should find the grentest
number of subjects properly disposed
00 hear His oall. He has acted thus
einos the foundation of His Church.
He nlways has selected His workers
from among those who were the
most faithfal in the practice of their
veligion., Hie oall has been, too, ay a
reward to thoee who nobly have kept
the #aith and courageously fought
His cause, To perfect what has been
shaped by chisel and hammer, God
has applied the finishing touch, by a
gentle process of calling. 18 is rare
that He will do more.

It ig in the Chrietian home that
the future priest of the Church
be disposed for God's invitation to
become a co-operator with Him in
the salvation of soule. Prayer briogs
much in this direction. To no one
more directly than to parents is it
¢aid, “Pray ye therefore the Lord
that He send laborers into His vine-
yard,’ Encouragement to children,
an effort to have them love the
things of God, often sow the seeds of
a vooation, It will not generally
come in the home where religion
holds & secopdary place, where
bishop and priest are criticized, ox
epoken of irreverentiy. Children
should be told repeatedly, also, the
true story cf life. To how many the
brightest and the most worldly hopes
are pictured without sufficlent found-
ation, and which, it reslized, would
meke them rich in money, worldly
goodes, and influence, but poor in
grace and virtue. Parents shounld
put before their sons and daughters
the pictures of two careers—one
worldly, the other spiritual, but both
impartially portrayed. If this were
done, the number tbha? wonld adopt
the spirtual career, would be much
larger than it is today, May the day
come when this will be so, for the
harvest ie great and the laborers few.

—_——

THE MENACE OF
DIVORCE

s W
M, Benedik, D.D., in America

The menace that divorce is rapidly
becoming to the stability of family
and pational life throughout the
world is well evidenced by flgures
taken from the New York World
Almanac for the current year. In
1890 there were in the United States
542,637 marriages and 33,461 divoroces
or one divorcs for 16.5 marriages ; in
1806 there were 613873 marriages
and 42,987 divorces, or one divorce
for 145 marriages; in 1906 there
were 853,200 marriages acd 72,602
divorces, or one divorce for 12 mar-
riages ; in 1916 there were 1,040,778
marriages and 112 036 divorces or
one divorce for 9.3 marrianges. Thus,
within a quarter of a century, while
the number of marriages has not
even doubled, the number of divorces
has ivcreased almost fourfold. It
does not take a specialist in mathe.
matice o make plain that, at the
present rate of increase, the annual
divorces will soon equal the mar-
risges in number, thus practically
bringing about the free love which is
the extremist's dream,

This condition, however, is not
confined fo our land of traditional
freedom. In staid old England and
Wales the number of divorces has
leaped from 1075 in 1914 to a total
cf 2,323 in 1918, thus more than
doubling iteelf in four years.

Then we have the case of Canada.

In some provinoes of Canada, notably
Ontario, Quebec and Prince Edwsard
Island, there have been up to the
present no divorce courts. Those
who desire to be divorced must apply
for a epecial act of Parliament and
present their evidence to a ocom- |
miftes of the Senate, which practi. '
cally accepts only one ground, that |
of adultery, as sufficient for granting |
divorce. But if adultery is proved
and the necessary fees are paid, a
special act allowing divorce gets
through both housges of Parliament
and Becomes law.
Claiming that this procedure
worke unneceesary hardship on poor
litigante, especially in the case of
returned soldiers whose wives have
been guilty of infidelity during their
absence, and that it is the cause cf
much misery and immorality, a
party hae started active agitation fox
divorce courte. This party is
opposed, of courss, by the Catholics,
aided by many of other denomi-
nations.

Theee lattsr reply that one of the
results of divorce is to reward adul-
terers by allowing them fo remarry,
and therefore they would rather
remedy the evil by making adullery
a penal offense, The crop of post.
war applications due fo refurniog
goldiers, they say, will prove only
transitory and it would be unfor-
tunate if, because of this temporary
plague, the country gshould be
saddled permanently with the evil of
divorce courte. In addition, during
fourteen years there wes only one
divorce for every 23,992 persons in
provinces which had no divorce
courte, while there was a divorce for
every 3,282 persons in the provinces
which had oourts, and thersfore the
courts would increase divoxces about
seveniold. What harm thie would
causs to the family life of Canada is
easily seen. The evils, they claim,
arising through infidelity or ocruelty
or marital trsubles of any kind are
less serious than those, which in the
permanent breaking up of a home
and the neglect ol children resul
trom divorce.

One thing fo be deplored is that eo
mueh publieily is given to “the
divorce sensations that throog our
courts, and that has an appeal fo
geekers after cheap notorlety. For
the past few weeks we have been
regaled with front page stories of a
prominent man who asoused his wife
of #in, and the boomerang, refurning,
has thus far endowed him with twe

Anthony

mistresses. The one New York
paper whioh ¥ried to keep this case
ulet was compslied by the pressure
competition to bring it back to the
firet page. In snother cese before
the public eye there are filve co-re-
spondente—~five | This remicds us of
the woman in the Gospel with seven
husbande. And the newspapers, In
detail, describe these gay Lotharioe,
Co-respondent No 1, a cousin of the
woman under fire, is "a sleek head
youtb, blond hair slicked down in
the middle, well dressed, square.
shouldered.” Ne. I[—"tall, graceful,
geay-haired, expressive teatures, the
mo#d interesting of his collesgues.”
No. III—"tafl, bald - headed, angular,”
boyhood friend of the dame. No. 1V
—her step-brother, ''middle sized,
dark-haired, sturdy, with a square
jaw.” No. V—"a dark young man"—
only this description and nothing
more, an unknown. Truly, varietas
delectat ! All olasses, typee, sizes,
and styles, save n lawfully wedded
husband !

That the divorce evil is deeperate
is apparent from the dieastrous con-
sequences that it entails. It is de.
gtructive of individual and social
morality. Supreme Court Justice
Ford of New York eaye, in this con-
nection, “There is no gaineaying that
divorce, especially if ib keeps on in
creasing, i@ a meonnce to the nation,
The home is the foundation of the
State, and the home {8 dierupted
whenever a divorce action is
brought.” Divorce, demonstrates
the Rev. John J. O'Gorman, D.CL,
in his booklet entitled “Divorce in
Canads,” 18 unjust, nnnatural, anti-
national, and immoral ; i is unjast,
because the right of the child is
ignored ; it is unnatural because it
breaks the bond between parend and
child ; it is anti-national, because
the racé as well as the child, suffers
from the dissolution of marriage by
divorce ; and it is immoral, becanee
it encourages the commission of
those crimee on moccount of which
divorce is given.

Bu#t how are we going to stop the
onrush of the evil ? In the first place,
nofe the statement of County Detec
tive John Butler of Long Island Clty,
thal in every case of husband deser-
tion he has had in twenty-two years,
the wife had blue eyes. That eeems
to argue the falthlessness of the
blue eyed lagsies.

In all ssriousness, however, there
cannot be much doubt where lies
the blame. The laxity in regard to
the marriage bond nowadays is
directly secribable o the waning of
religious spirit, to the loss of faith
throughout the world. Mén have
lost the old, simple faith that once
meade the world a piace fit to live io,

| The Rev. Charles Tyndell of Christ

Church, Williamsport, Pa., spesking
in the Trinity Episcopal Church of
Pitteburgh on “The Christian Home,"
clearly described the need of relig:
ion, when he said :

“The salution of every problem
today facing the American people
is contained in one word—Chrisat !
Chrisd at the marriage altar, Christ
on the bridal journey, Christ when
the new home is set up, Christ in the
pinching timee, Christ when the
baby comee, Christ when the baby
dies, Christ in the days of plenty,
Christ when the wedded pair walk
toward the suneet gates, Christ
when one is taken and the other left,
Christ for time—Christ for eternity!”

The meaning of which is simply |
that religion, and religion only, is|
the salvation of our nation. God
musd enter into every duby, every
phase of life, it we would keep life
right and holy, For when we throw
off the governing hand of God that
keeps the universe in order, nothing
but chaos and confusion can result.
Divorce means the ruin of the
family ; the downfall of the family
meang the end of the State. Shall
we be o blind to our own interests
a8 to allow this canker to spread un-
checksd ? Our Divine Lord's words
are clear: ‘“Every one that putteth
away his wife and marrieth another
committeth adultery.”

THE ANGELUS BELL
PR R

Softly the sound of the Angelus Bell

Falls from the tower, o'er village and
dell,

Gently it touches a something within,

And offers a refuge from gerrow and
sin.

Appealing to hearts that are tepid or
cold,

Calling the stray ones again to the
fold,

Telling to all that an hour is here

Pleading with sinners in tones sweet
and clear.

Prompting the heart in the hour of
prayer,

Soothing the life that is weary with
care,

Sounds floating over me seem
instill

Bow in submisgsion to
will,

Ringing to all, to the lonely, the &nd,

Ringing to all, to the happy, the
glad,

Soundinges of sorrow and soundings
of joy

Telling that much of the world is
alloy.

to

God's holy

As goftly the sound of the Angelus
Bell

alis from the tower o'ex village and
dell,

Hughed in its mueie, divine,

A soul going home at the Angelus
time,

Ringing o'er mountains, o'ex valley
and gea,

Ringing to wenry and fettered and
free,

Softest of music, awake ma fo fell,

Of lite everineting, Sweeld Angelus
Ball.

A SONG FOR JUNE
O Becred Heart of Jusus,
I fain would near Thee be,
To bave Thy wsrm wand precious
Blood
Renew the life in me.

Could I bul lean npon Thy Breast
As John did long ago,

What burs's of all embracing love
From me would surely flow.

But do I not, O Saocred Heart,
Thyself within me hold

Each morning in the Eacharist ?
And yet, alas, how cold !

Pray give me courage, Loving Lord:
With time, Love's fire will melt
The coldest soul or hardest heart
And make Thy Presence felt.

~Louis A, GALks

A PROTESTANT IN A
CATHOLIC CHURCH

S

About 4 o'clock in the aflernoon,
eald & mon to his friend, I bad half
an hour to get through, and I counld
think of absolutely nothing I wanted
to do. The sidewalks were red hot,
and the atmosphere was stifling.

I turned down Barclay street in
idlenees. As I passed 8St. Peter's
Church, I noticed the doore were
open, and, do you know, it looked so
cool and quiet that I just went up
the steps and went in.

The light wae g0 subdued that at
fired I could hardly see anything.
I eat down in one of the back pews
and at firet I juet gave way (o the
restfulnees of the place.

Then my eyes began to get accus-
tomed to the gloom, and I begsn to
take in the surroundinge. A conple
of priests were hearing confeseions
and there were little gatherings of
twenty people or 20 near their con-
fessionale, and every once in a while
eome one would come out of the box
and another would noiselessly glide
in. Butthese groups did not interest
me aonybhicg llke me much nas the
isolated figures dotted here and there
over the Church,

Standing by the holy water font,
just ineide the doores I went in,
was a tall, middle aged man, As I
made out the details of his flgure,
I saw that he had all the appear-
enoes of a prosperous business man,
He etood with his face bent on the
floor. His lips moved constantly
and at intervals of & minute or g0 he
dipped his flogers in the font and
oroseed himeeld,

Aflter aYout five minutes, hig devo-
tions ended, and he seemed to come
back to the world. Ha mechanically
adjasted his collar, flicked a particle
of dust from his coat, threw a glance
of shrewd interest over the church
and its occupante, bent bhis knee in
the customary way, and stepped out
with the confident step of a man gure
of himeelf.

Then, next, I noticed a couple of
nuns, eisters, who knelt in froni ol
the great cross on the right hand
pide of the altar and kissed it belore
passing into a pew fo pray. A young
woman across the aiele from me wae
praying fervently, the tears etream-
ing down her face at first without
her even taking the trouble #o stop
them from dropping on her drees.

When I watched her, two priests
came in. They wore beards and
looked like Germans. First they
went direct to the altar rail and
knelt there a minute or two. Then
they passed around to fhe far side of
the church from me and sat down in
B pew.

One of them produced two little
books from a bag he carried. They
geemed to find a place snd began
some office together. I noticed they
knelt and crossed themselves simul.
tansously., They concluded theix
devotions together. The one who had
the bag strung it over his shoulder
and they wend out, exchanging a
word and a smile.

When my attention came back to
the young woman, she was drying
her tears and composing her hair.
She stopped praying and eat back in
her pew for a short time, When she
got up to go out there was no frace
of trouble in her face. As she weni
out' n rough eldexrly man camse in.
Hs might have been a iruck driver.
He knslt in the gisl's placs and
prayed long and earnesily, 5o long
indeed that I lef¢ him behind me.

Perhaps the figure that excited my
interest mcst of all was a young man
who eat in front of me. His abti.
tude caught my attention to such a
degree that I stood up and moved
over to the other side of §he aisle
to wateh him,

He was a neatly dressed, attractive
looking young fellow, of say twenfty-
three or twenty-four yeare, a olexk
or salesman I would sny on & guess,
But I never in my life saw anything
like the dejsction of his face and
pose. He was nof praying. He was
pitting with his head resting on his
hand and & questioning look in his

eyee.

yWall. gir, he sat that way for twenty
minutes, varying his poss just a little
now and agein and then, all of &
sudden, down wen$ his elbow on the
end of the pew. His pose did ned
express to me so mueh hopelessness
a6 uncertainty of decision. With sll
the ftroubles there was an enger
expression in his face. He went en
his knees, clasped his hands on the
back of the pew in front of him and
lowsred his head till' his forehead
touched them,

After a few minutes in thad abi-
tude he straightened up and lifted
his face ae if he were looking through
the roof. His face had a sort of ¥apt
look on it and hie lips moved fever-
ishly—I noticed that all the worship-
pexs moved theix lips as they prayed,
astually witered the words under
their breath, At Ilast my young

tellow made the sign ef the eroes

THE TORTURES
OF RAEUMATISW

Happily Stopped “When He
BeganTo Take “Fruit-a-fives”

8 Orrawa Sr., Huw, P, Q.

“Tor a year, I suffered with Rheu-
matism, being forced to stay in bed
for five months, 1 tried all kinds of
medicine without relief and thought
I would never be able to walk again.

One day while lying in bed, 7 read
about “Fruil-a-tives” the great fruit
medicine; and it seemed just what 1
needed, so I decided to try it.

The first box helped me, and 1
took the tablets regularly until every
trace of the Rheumatism left me.”

LORENZO LEDUC.

B0e. a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size 25e.
At all dealers or sent postpaid by
Fruit-a-tives Limited, Ottawa.

three or four $lmes in rapid succes-
sion, stood up, picked up his hat,
and started for the door. He had
found some sort of solution for his
trouble, whatever it was., He had
gone out with a determination formed
to do something, and, you know,
I couldn't help thinking that what.
ever he was going $o do was in
no way ill. He certainly had formed
some good purpose, snd I could not
find it in my heart 8o think it
was an unwise one, Whatever he nd -
came fo that ohurch sesking had Hons for nmiing. T
come $o him, . .

Yae, it ie a strange thing, but every Insist on Getting MONARCH Yarns!
fecs that I wa'ched going out was
clear. However they came in, they
went oul comforted. I'll tell you
something stranger, I fslt some
way, more af peace with everything
when I went out—though, of course,
that may have been only because I
was cool and rested.—The New York
Sun.
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To the last mile Partridge Tires
are game. Users say so.

One motorist writes :
enthusiastic

PARTRI
TIRES

Gameas Their Name
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