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AND CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

(By a Regular Contributor.)

I have always had a great love for
the ‘“True Witness,”” principally be-
cause it was in my father’s home
when I was a boy and I had learned
to look upon it as the most solid
defender of our faith in Canada. In
after years I followed it through all
its changes and vicissitudes, and not
only read it every week, but sent
it to friends living far away from
Canada. Some years ago I had a
very dear friend, and relative by
marriage, liviog in Hong Kong,
China. He used to send me the
“Hong Kong Gazette,” printed half
in English and half in Chinese. In
return I posted him, each week a
copy of the ‘“True Witness.”” It ap-
pears that he used to send the pa-
per on to a friend of his in the Holy
Land. Finally I was requested to
send two copies of the paper to a
given address in the far Orient. I
did so for a time; but, not knowing
whether the paper was ever received
or not, I was about to discontinue
when I received the exceptionally in-
teresting and somewhat surprising
letter which I give this week.

I repeat that these letters are not
selected either according to dates,
or to their character, or to the sub-
jects upon which they were written;

I just take them as they come to
hand. I am occupied in assorting
them for future reference, and i

merely skip those that can have no
interest for the readers. The fol-
lowing letter I transcribe just as it
is written, but I must remark that
the writer was evidently more
versant with French and with East-

con-

ern laguages than with English. Whe-
ther he is yet amongst the living is
more than I can tell; but if he is,
he will probably read his reproduced
letter, and will excuse me for the li-
berty I have taken with it. Here is
the letter:

“Church of St. Ann,
‘““Jerusalem,
“Sept. 14, '93.
“‘Dear Sir:—

““Just on leaving Jerusalem I deem
it opportune simply to write you a
few lines of gratitude. I must con-
gratulate the paper you sent me for
the good, religious, intelligent, and
energetic spirit with which its arti-
cles are written. That recalls to
my mind the words of Pope Pius IX,
to the ‘Tablet’ of London: ‘Dum
vobis gratulamur, animos etiam ad-

dimus ut in incaeptis vestris con-
stanter maneatis.”’
“With my congratulations to the

paper please accept my gratitude to
you for the pleasure I often felt in
reading the ‘True Witness;’ a pleas-
ure I trust I shall still have, though
removing from the Holy City; for I
beg you to address me henceforth to
our ‘Novitiate of Maison-Carree, near
Algiers.” If I had stood (remained)
any longer in Jerusalem I would
have sent you now and then letters
about the Holy Land and especially
made you know our Apostolic work,
at St. Ann’s Seminary, for the re-
storation of the Catholic faith in
the East, by the formation of a
good and learned Greek Catholic
clergy. I would ‘also have written
to you about the Pool of Bethesda,
which we have to raise from its
ruins, and which is far-(removed) in
gime and situation, from its ancient
splendor (S. John C. V.) Such let-
ters from Jerusalem would have per-
haps interested you, and may be you
could have had them in the ‘True
Witness.” I regret that I did not do
anything in that way while here, for
I am very interested in the paper
you sent. The reason, you know

perhaps already, is that I.am a Can- °

adian, from Montreal; I am brother
of TFather G. Forbes of Caughna-
waga, and it is a legitimate pleasure
for me to communicate with my fel-

low-countrymen.

““Now I am called away to Africa,
after five years of mission in the
East. I do not yet know what will
be my functions there. It may hap-
pen that in a few years I go to
Canada for begging purposes. Our
missions are so extending that a
journey of that kind will become ne-
cessary. There is good to be done
everywhere, but money is
and when money fails the realization
of the good, too often, also fails, So
then, if I go back to Montreal, I
promise you a visit and I know you
will see your good offices with those
in charge of the ‘I'rue Witness’ to
secure for me its assistance in my
enterprise,

‘“Wishing you every good gift, I re-
main, dear sir, truly yours,

“FATHER JOHN FORBES,
*“Of Cardinal Lavigerie's Algerian
Missionaries.

‘“Written from the
Ann, Jerusalem,”

Church of St,
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T would have passed this letter
v 4
s ey AN chovgs
s that I have plac-
ed aside and which the public eye
.will never behold, were it not that
it constitutes an evidence of the
wide circle of a Catholic publica~
tion’s influence, Possibly ninety-nine
out every hundred persons who take
the “Irue Witness’’ are under the
impression that its circulation is
limited to Montreal, or this prov-
ince, or Canada, or Canada and the
United States. They would be sur-
prised to know that the old Catho-
lic organ has found its way into al-
most every civilized land on earth.
An English Catholic military en-
gineer told me, in 1886, .that he
found the ‘“True Witness” at Sing.
apore, at Suez, in Cairo, at Malta,
at Gibraltar, and in the Island of
Alderney—in the Channel Islands. At
all these places he had been engaged
professionally, and in all of them he
had seen the same paper, Sir Joseph
Thompson, the famous explorer of
Masailand, when in the vicinity of
Kilmanjaro, met a carivan that had
coffee, tea, salt, pepper, and other
commodities wrapped up in what he
calls “‘European and American news-
papers,’”’ and of the American pa-
pers he mentions three ‘“The Her-
ald’’ (I suppose the New York ‘‘Her-
ald”’) “The World” (possibly also
the New York organ), and the “True
Witness.”” There are several ‘‘Her-
alds’’ and several ‘“Worlds’’ on this
continent; but I have never heard
or read of any ‘“True Witness’’ other
than that of Montreal. Consequently
one may be justified in concluding
that by the hands of some mission-
aries the Canadian Catholic organ
found its way into the heart of the
Dark Continent. A young gentle-
man, who has been engaged in the
brokerage business in Johannesburg,
South Africa, for the past ten years,
spent some months in Canada, in
1889, He was then on his
home to England from a sojourn of
two years in South Africa. He told
me that the only two publications,
in the English language, which he
saw during his two years in Ecua-
dor—between Esderalles and Quito—
were the ‘“Cork Examiner’’ and 1he
Montreal ‘‘True Witness;’’ the for-
mer was received by a young ¢mi-
ployee of a German nut company,
who was a native of Bantry in Ire.
land, and who got the paper from
home; the latter was sent to a Unp-
tain J. Lyons, who ran a boat from
Tomaco to Esderalles, and who was
either a subscriber, or else had rvla-
tives in Canada who sent him the
paper. I mention these few facts
simply o show how very remote
must be the place that knows nrt a
Catholic paper and its influence.
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cation of Protestant children s the
public schools. In addition, Catho-
lics pay for the education of over
one million Catholic in their own
primary schools, the cost of which
should, in strict justice be borne by
the State. It is no wonder that the
Catholics of the United States have
started an agitation for fair pla:
in this very important matter of
primary education.

MIXED MARRIAGES.—Asked by
a representative of a New York
daily newspaper to state his opin-
ions on the subject of mixed mar-
riages, a well known priest of that
archdiocese said:—

"'0! all the mixed marriages that
I have performed, say from thirty to
thirty-five, I have not known more
than two to have happy results,
Two people have a hard enough tinie
to get along together all their lives
without the added burden of reli-
gious differences. Most decidedly we
set our faces against them; we do
not’ prohibit them absolutely, but
we make it as difficult as possible,
Persuasion is our best weapon. But
what would you have? I have known
cases where the priest and the whole
family have gone down on their
knees to beg the young person to re-
flect on what he or she was abour
to do, and all with no effect. Aad
then very likely in a year or a
month, or even a week—Ihave known
it so—the same young person w;ll
come to the priest for advice or con-
solation, praying to be releassd;
then it is too late. It is casy for
young persons to make all manuer
of promises in the view of marr-ge,
and no doubt they are sincere at the
time, but such promises aras unfortu-
nately as often broken as not, wnd
I know of one unhappy case where a
young man boasted to me that he
had never had any intention of keep-
ing the things he swore to.

““As I say, our order
posed to such marriages, not
any antagonism to Protestants, k-t
wholly on account of the miscralle
results which have come in the ¢xpe-

is ‘nmly op-

from

rience of every priest. This £ei-
ment is not growing: it Las aiways
been the same, and the !laws which
govern such cases have come aown

from time immemorial and aro it
adequate to present needs. It is not
so much a question of rezulation as
of the discretion of the spiritnal fa-
ther of the party concerncd.

“Perhaps the greatest -afferers are
the children of such marriages. The
first of married life
will often be over the christening of
the first babe. The poor child::n, in
the unhappy dissensions of their pa
rents, will, as like as not,
without any religion at all.

disagreement

grow up

SENATOR  O'DONOHUE DEAD,

A well known and venerable figure
has been removed from the political
circles of Ontario and from the leg-
islative arena at Ottawa, by the
death of Senator John O’Donohoe.
News comes to us from Toronto to
the effect that the death of Senator
O’Donohoe occurred at his home
there on last Sunday. Bright’'s dis-
ease was the immediate cause of his
demise. He had been in failing
health for some time and on Friday
suffered a more severe attack, which
caused death. Te late Senator was
78 years of age. He was born at
Tuam, Galway, and came to To-
ronton in 1839. He was appointed
to the Senate in 1882. In 1871 he
unsuccessfully contested East Peter-
boro for the Provincial Legislature,
and in 1872 East Toronto for the
Commons. He was elected for the
Jatter constituency in 1874, but was
unseated and defeated, He leaves
one daughter, Mrs. John Rennie, and

a niece, Miss O’Reilly, who always
attended him.
Some thirty years ago  Senator

0O’Donohoe’s name was constantly
before the public, and he played a
most important part in the political
as well as in the national struggles
that marked that period in Ontario.
Since his appointment to the Hen-
ate, some twenty years ago, Mr,
0’'Donchoe has fined his public la-

day i

| great, and however popular  he
might be, would stand a chance of
being elected to that position to-
d he so-called “land of the

‘number about a dozen millions, con-

are supported by the rates, as are
non-Catholic schools. In the United
States not one cent of public money
is p d to be ded on Cath-
olic sehools, although Catholics, who

to the

keen interest in all that affected the

bors to the fulfilment of his duties
as member of the Upper House, and
consequently was not as conspicuous
in public affairs as he had heen when
still in the more turbulent arena of
the elective section of ‘the lugisia- |
ture. Still he always manifested a

and he was ever rcady

THE TIBER'S
ANCIENT BED,

—_—

(By a Subscriber.)

Some of the Saturday editions or
our French newspapers contain very
interesting and sometimes hignly il;-
structive contributions. Tn ‘‘Ja
Patrie,”” of the 6th instant, there aj-
peared a very important piece of in-
formation from Rome, and ns the
translation of it might interest the
readers of the ‘‘True Witness,"” 1
have taken the liberty of sending the
same to you. The article is entitled
‘“Researches for Treasures of \ncient
Art in the Tiber,”” and the text 1uns
as follows:—

“It is announced from Rome 1hat
minute researches will he immedinto-
ly made to find the precious relics of
ancient Rome that are believ . d to be
hidden away in the muddy bed of the
Tiber. These excavations will le
carried on under the superintendencs
of Professor Nisplinandi, with +the
aid of the Italian Government and
of some wealthy citizens who are in-
terested in archeology. It is believ-
ed- that the Tiber holds inestimable
treasures, curiosities, antiquities and
master-pieces of great value, But
how are they to be recovered? That
is the question.

‘“The ancient Romans considered
the Tiber to be their savior, as it
barred on more than one occasion
the incursions of their enemies, Mac-
aulay has immontalized Horatius the
brave, with two others who, victo-
riously defended the bridge over the
Tiber against thousands of
cans,

Etrus-
and it is possible that in the
olden times thousands of foreign sol-
diers, as well as Romans were bur-
ied, with their armor, in the waters
of the Tiber.

‘““Moreover, the Tiber was looked
upon as a divine stream, and the
ancient Romans came to its banks
to pray and to make offerings to its
deity. There can be no doubt that
in the fervor oi their superstition
the Romans cast into those venerat-
ed waters their most precious jew-
els, statues, and works of art.

“The discoveries made in modern
times, when bridges were built over
the Tiber, to facilitate the commu-
nication between the two banks have
proven to a demonstration that in
ancient  days the Tiber was the ob-
ject of a special religious devotion,
In digging the foundations for the
piers of the bridges, a great quan-
tity of statues, pieces of jewelry and
precious ornaments were brought to
light, the value of which, when sold,
exceeded the entire cost of construe-
tion. The museum of the Diocletian
Baths was at once filled with these
olden relics.,

“In laying the foundations of the

Garibaldi Bridge, bronze statues of
Bacchus and Venus, were unearthed,
and during the construction of the
I’alatine Bridge statues of gems were
gathered to the varue of several mil-
lion dollars. That custom of sacri-
fice to the back
over three thousand years. And how

many such sacrifices have not been

river-gods dates

mans cast all their treasures into
lution and of war did not the Ro-
mans cast all eheir treasures into

It is certain that ancient
treas-

the Tiber?
Rome contained innumerable
ures no trace of which has ever been
found. Where are they? The arche-
ologists say they are in the bottom
of the Tiber, as they prepare now to
search the bed of that historic river,
“The treasures that Titus took
from the Jewish temple at Jerusa-
lem have never been found, although
the arch of Titus contains the seven-
pranched golden candlestick and the
brought in triumph
It is claimed

other vessels
from the Holy Land.
that all these precious objects were
cast into the Tiber and that they
will certainly be recovered by dig-
ging the river-bed near the Island
of Tiberius.

“When Christianity triumphed over
jdolatry, the old gods were cast in-
to the river where for centuries they
have remained. It is also hoped that
art treasures of ancient Greece will
be found, the famous statue of Min-
erva by Phidias, as well as those of
Hercules, Mars, and Venus. In the
depths of the Tiber dlso lies the
golden statue of Claudjus that ad-
orned the Capitol, and that was
cast into the river to save it from
the Goths.

“To é&rry out the works of excav-
ation the Tiber will be dividea into
nine or ten sections that will be ex-
plored separately. By the use of
pneumatic reservoirs and steam
pumps it is calculated that all_ ob-
jects worthy of conservation will be
brought to light. The work will take
years, for the Tiber has changed its
‘course, in several places, since the

not a new project; as far back as
the thirteenth century excavations
took place for the recovery of Etrus-
can relics, near the Sicilian Bridge.
Cardinal de Polignac, and after him
Garibaldi, proposed to change the
course of the Tiber, so as to leave
its olden bed dry, in the hope of
finding therein the most precious ob-
jects that antiquity possessed, but
the undertaking had to be abandon-
ed in face of a powerful opposition,
Several fruitless attempts, in the
same direction, were made at other
times, especially in 1778 and 1815,
It is to be hoped that Professor Nis
plinandi will be more successful
that his predecessors, It would be
one of the great achievements of the
twentieth century.”

The Basis of Religion

—

(By an Occasional Contributor.)

It is always the same old story of
seeking the truth and possessing the
truth. Others are anxious about
their faith; they think, or they hope,
or they believe that they possess the
truth; we Catholics, on the contrary,
know that we possess it. Rev. Dr,
James Stalker, of Glasgow, recently
delivered an address, published in
the London ‘‘Expositor,”’ for Novem-
ber, in which he deals witn tne sub-
ject of religion and its basis. “How
can we be sure that our religion is
true?’”’ asks the “Literary Digest,’”
in commenting on Dr. Stalker’s ad-
dress. In reply to its own question
that organ says:—

“The answer of Protestantism hag
been that the Bible is the impregn-
able rock. The disposition among
Roman Catholics has been to regard
the authority of their church as the
basis of Christian certainty. Among
the radical schools of religious thini-
ers the tendency is to accept the in-
dividual consciousness as the seat of
authority in religion. Which of these
answers is true?’’

Dr. Stalker takes the position that
each of the three points of view thus

stated contains part of the truth,
And in his summing up Dr. Stalker
contends thati—

“The certainty on which religion

is suspended is a threefold cord, and
it is a mistake to attempt to hang
all the weight on a single strand.””
truth Is ‘“revealed in
to by the
individual

Religious
Scripture, borne witness

church, and reallzed in

experience.”

Here we have two distinet ques-
tions confronting us, The first is
that of the uncertainty of all non-

Catholic Christians as to the found-
ation of their belief, as contrasted
with the certainty of Catholics upon
that all-important point. The sec-
ond is the attitude assumed by the
eminent Presbyterian preacher above
quoted,

As to the first of these issues we
can simply say that the very
tion asked by the ‘‘Literary Digest’'”
is suflicient evidence of the uncer-
tainty of any section of Protestant-
It is all a mere matter of spe-
culation. They all have some pre-
tended ground work for their faith,
but no two agree as to what it ex-
actly is, The Bible is the most uni-
versally accepted source of Christian-
ity by general Protestantism, and,
yet, the Protestant churches are rap-
idly drifting away from the Scrip-

ques-

sm.,

tures, are gradually beginning to
doubt the inspiration of the Bible,
and are at daggers-drawn between

themselves upon almost every the-
ory concerning Holy Writ. TIn con-
tra-distinction to this position we
Catholic Church that is

that is

have the
unchanged and immutable
positive and infallible.
But what most interests us is Dr?
Stalker's conclusion, that the three
elements constitute the foundation
of Christianity, or of the true Chris-
tian religion, with his views, as he
deseribes them in detail, we cannot
agrce; but on the general proposition
we are in accord with him. The
Church, the Bible, and the Grace of
Faith in the individual all go to
make up the rock upon which * our
religion is built. The Church,’ be-
_cause Chirst established it .as an in=
stitution to perpetuate His teachings
and to it gave the order to go forth
and preach and teach all nations. In
addition, and as an auxiliary in that
work of preaching and hing, we
have been given the Holy Scriptures
—the value of which as estimated by
the Church may be found in the last.
important encyclical of Leo XIH. es-
tablighi a issi for the spe-,
cial purpose of Biblical study and.
investigation. And in addition, a-
gain, the Church recognizes the gift
of grace imparted vy Fod to the in~
dividual, and  obtained by suck
means as prayer and sincere desires:
to know {ha Tenth In (his sense «
that




