FROM THE “ MESSENGER OF THE SACRED UEART”

Regarding the recent trouble in
China, the daily press has given ut-
terance to certain mysterious hints

 gntimating that the Catholic mission-

aries are, as usual, criminally impli-
cated. The daily press, it may be re-
marked, is very much at sea on this
particular topic, and attacks on this
truth- know no more congenial at-
mwosphere than ignorance. One of the
peints alleged as a grievance is the
political ascendancy lately accorded
Catholic bishops and priests by de-
crwe of the Fmperor. The decree fol-
lows in full :—

The Imperial Government having
for a long time authorized the pro-
pagation of the Catholic religion, and
QCatholic churches having, in conse-
quence, been established in all the
provinces of China. we are desirous
10 see our people and Christians live
in harmony; to insure a readier pro-
tection, it has been agreed that the
Jocal authorities shall exchange visits
with missionaries according to the
conditions specified in the following
articles :

1st. In the ccclesiastical hierarchy.
bishops shall be entitled to the same
rank and dignity as viceroys and
governors, and shall be privileged to
interview viceroys and governors.

In case a b op is called away or
dies, the priest in charge shall be
privileged to interview the viceroy
and governor.

Vicars-general and archypriests shall
be privileged to interview provincial
treasurers and judges as well as in-
tendants.

Other priests shall be privileged to
interview prefects of the first and
second class; prefects independent,
sub-prefects and other functionaries,
Vicero, governors, provincial treas-
wurers and, judges. intendants, prefects
of the first and second cla prefects
independent, sub-vrefects and others |
shall, of course, return courtesies,
each according to his rank,

2nd. Bishops shall make a list of |
the priests appointed to take charge ,
of affairs and interview the author- |
fities giving their names nn(i‘
focation of their missions. This
2i#t shall be sent to the vice

oy or governor, who will direct
under officials to receive - hem con-
formably to this regulation.

(Priests requesting an interview |
with the local authorities. or those |
specially appointed to take charge of
affairs, should be European. If, how:

', a European vricst be not con-

8 with the Chinese language.
he may be accompanied by a Chinese
priest acting as interpreter.)

8rd. It would be useless for bishops
living away from cities to visit the
provincial capital for the purpose of
‘being received by the viceroy or the
governor, if they have no business on
“hand.

At the installation of a new vice-
«roy or governor. upon the arrival of
a new bishop, or upon any occasion
-of ceremony, as New Year's Day and
the principal feast hops shall be
privileged to write private letters to
the viceroys and covernors, at the
same time, enclosing their cards
Viceroys and governors shall return
dhe courtesy.

Before leaving or upon atrrival,
‘other priests shall, provided they
have a letter from their bishop, be
privileged to interview provincial
treasurers and judges, intendants,
prefects of the first and second class,
prefects independent, sub-prefects and
other functionaries, according to
their ecclesiastical rank.

4th. If any grave or important
matter concerning a mission in any
province should arise, the bishop and
missionaries in offige shall appeal to
the minister or the members of the
council which the Pope has appoint-
ed as a religious protectorate. The
latter shall have the right of decid-
ing, together with Tsung-li-Yamen or
the local authorities. To avoid com-
plications, both bishops and mission-
aries may appeal directly to the lo- |
cal authorities, with whom final ne
gotiations may be effected.

If a mandarin is consulted on an
official question by either a bishop or
a missionary, he must give the mat-
ter immediate and polite aftention,
and_institute an investigation.

5th. As occasions arise, the local
authorities shall counsel the people,
exhorting them to unite with the
Christians; they shall never encour-
age hatred or countenance dissension.

Bishops and priests shall likewise
exhort all Christians to strive earn-
estly toward maintaining the good
repute of the Catholic religion, so
that the people may be content and
appreciative.
~ In any suit between the people and
‘the Christians, the local authorities
shall judge and rule with equity :
ithat the people and the Christians
may live in peace, missionaries shall

“ meither interfere hor give their pro-
tection with partiality,
—

. Clearly the purpose of the decree is
- to give the Catholic missionaries -an
official standing, enabling them to
deal “‘privately’”’ with viceroys and
darine in local questions touch-
_religious matters. This privilege
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was formerly denied them, all repre-
sentations having to be made through
the consuls or ministers of the dif-
ferent foreign governments. The old
rule still holds in matters of graver
mowment. On the part of the Chi-
nese Emperor the decree is more a
proof of political wisdom than of
tolerance; for consequences are usual-
ly more serious when redress is
sought through the Powers than
when disputes are settled privately
between local authorities and the
missionar Thanks, no doubt, to
the activity of the French govern-
ment, Catholics alone enjoy this am-
ple prerogative. And yet the circum-
stance is no warrant for the asser-
tion that Catholic missionaries have
abused their vested rights and inter-
fered with the due course of law.
The distinction, liowever, may, as a
fresh concession to foreigners, have
awakened new animosity in native
fanatics. We have it on reliable au-
thority that the so-called ‘‘Boxers '’
are only one of the aggressive ele-
ments that go to make up a species
of ¥ree-Masonry and Mafia, bound to
flourish in any socicty like that of
China, where sharp competition
pushes the illiterate rather than the
learned into official position. The ex-
amina ions to which applicants for
office are ‘subjectcd are stupid, turn-
ing as they do on the worn-out and
antiquated theories of the Celestials.
whatever common sense they contain
being darkened by a thick .cloud of
superstitions, founded on arguménta-
tion that would do small credit to a
child. This explains the hatred enter-
tained by these omniscient fanatics,
made peevish by repeated setbacks,
against the devils from the West,
who threaten to upset all the fine
calculations of Chinese philosophy.
Their national spirit, intensely Ori-
ental, is admirably suited to a coun-

'y where the men imagine that the
L n into railroad ties ac-
tually hurt the sleeping genii of the
place, and where sky scrapers are in-
terdicted because, fc both, they
would s ously interfere with the

» flight of lucky dragons. These
*h-dogs of China are ever on
inst the introduction of

devilis innovations from the West.

Perhaps their passion for retrograde
movement is not quite taken in by
the common people, but one thing
horse-dealers, boatmen and drivers
know, is that railways run counter
to their adopted professions. And so
they are hand in glove with the
Boxers in their work of destruction.
The mandarins in .t lend them
favor. They depend on these Boxers
for their bread and butter. They
count on dampering the ardor of Eu-
ropeans by just a little of murder
and pillage. They are gunning for
popularity with catchy phrases li
““the devils from the West,”’ for wea-
pons. And the Mand-chou
already tottering towards the grave
stretches out for a new lease of life
by stirring up the passions of the
people.

That this present outbreak of hos-
tilities cannot with any show of ju
tice be attributed to the Imperial d
cree of March, 1897, is further ev
dent from the significant fact that
the Catholics are in some respects
suffering less now than they suffered
during the two preceding years, and
are no longer singled out for special
atlack and singular demonstrations

. Now, however, that the P
testant missions are meeting
ill-treatment, whilst the Chinese oo
ernment is in open mpal with
organized bands of robbers, the Pow-
ers are at last inaugurating steps to
ta concerted action. In spite of
Imperial decrees the local mandarins
have all along remained inactiv
whilst hundreds of Catholic villages.
chapels and institutions were burned
to the ground or looted, the native
Catholics being made prisoners. 'and
in some instances put to death after
horrible torture. In October, 1898,
Father Chanes was martyred in the
Province of Kwang-tong; on Decem-
ber 11, of the same year, Father
Victorin, a Franciscan, was cruelly
put to death in the Vicariate-Aposto-
lic of Southern Hon-Pe, and in 1897
two German missionaries, Father
Nies and Father Heule, were killed
by the sect of the Great Dagger at
the Mission of Tchang-tja-kiatchou-
ang. To these victims of religious
hatred were added hundreds of na-
tive Catholics. Despairing of any
help from the Chinese authorities, the
missionaries counselled their people
to seek refuge in the larger centres
of population. Availlng themselves
further of their undeniable rights.
they armed and drilled their commu-
nities and put them in an altogether
efficient state of self-defense against
marauding baunds of robbers of like
complexion with the Boxers. In this’
connection it is worth noting that
the Catholic missionaries invariably
speak of their persecutors as robbers,
bandits, members of secret societies
such as the ‘Great Knife.”” the
‘‘Great Dagger,” and never employ
the term ‘““Boxers,”” now in general
use. These knights of the highway
form indeed a sort of C.P.A., near
akin to our A.P.A. in all but their
flagrant dishonesty.-
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