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BY F. J. ueNiY
N his letter in the Clarion’ of March 2nd Com-
- rade Thompson wantg-to know if value i§ a

‘‘property of a ¢ ity? H so, is it a phy-
sieal property? it is a property, but not
physical, mast it therefore be a ‘metaphysical
property’ and ¢ h be ruied out of seientific eon-

sideration?’! #Then, after explaining at some length
_that l(arx nd a purely metaphysieal eonception of
us that: ‘“The labor theory of value
pre-capitalist epoch from which it
further informs us that he has ‘ rigidly

“boyeotted netion of value—not merely the labor
theory, but theory of value,”’ and that he has
‘‘shown that coneept of value is both metaphy-
sieal and u essary.”” All of whieh is equal to

his opinion value no longer exists.
With regard to the questions, they are too met-
aphysical for me to answer just at present. Damned
if I know s#hether value is a property of a commod-
ity or pot. But some time when I get around to it
I am-going to attempt to prove that the coneept-of
labor is both ‘‘metaphysical and unnecessary.’’ That

»

it is ““purely peyehological,” a ‘‘mere shadow’’ and

a mental hallueination. If I can demonsrate this
theory successfully, without encroaching too much
on the “‘Christian Science’” philosophy, then it
ought to be easy to prove that value does not exist.
However, I am a little doubtful of my abllny to pull
the stunt off.

If Marx meant that the socially neeessary labor

- erystallized in a commodity which determines its

value was ‘‘an abstract sort of labor that is never
performred in reality,”’ he sare as hell did have a
‘‘purely metaphysical’’ conception of value. But I
don’t think that was his conception of value at all.
How in hades could Marz get the idea that ‘‘labor
that is never performed in reality’’ is socially neces-
sary labor? The fact that any person ean arrive at
stich a conclusion from reading Marx proves my
contention that his method of presentation is vague
and complieated, and difficult to understand. I have
pointed out before, that socially necessary labor is
merely a generalization of all labor actunally per-
formed. Surely there is nothing metaphysical about
that. \ ;

Let us examine this abstract labor that seems to
cause so much eonfusion. Any person who ha ever
performed any labor surely knows what concrete
labor is. Now all eoncrete labor is more or less
‘specialized, each worker performs a certain kind of
labor; skilled or finskilled. But these various kinds
of labor do not manifest themselves separately in
commodities. When we speak of the labor crystal-
lized in a commodity as abstraet labor we mean, in
the first pluce, that it is social laber, that is, a gen-
cralisation: of all the different kinds of laber requir-
ed- for the produstion of the commodity. In the

. seeond' place, we mean that we don’t know how
o niehotthkloeulhborucrysumledinmy given

.or unit of a commodity. In the third place,
that it is erystallized labor. In other words.
: mJ‘,@M shat is never perfovmed in
muir"uﬁ Iakior: that has-already been. performed,

= weeks, Muﬂ'ﬁm&oﬁt perhaps years ago.

These are some of the reasons why we refer to the

labér erystallived in a ecommodity ae.abstract labor.
Mnﬁh%bnﬂh&mm to illus-
‘paiat. -

at the present time, just as it did in the pre-capital-
ist epoeh and, therefore, value cannot change its
nature, nor evolve itself eut of existenee, just be-
cause the soeial order has changed. The very fact
that a person can be cheated in a trade is conclnsive
proof that value exists. If there was nothing to
value exeept the price that a person pays fot an ar-
ticle, that is, if ‘‘the value of a thing is as much as
it will bring,”’ as some economists claim, then it
would be impossible for a person to be. cheated at
all, because no matter what price was paid for a
thing that would be its value, and all auy man ean
expect i¢ value for his money. The same argument
applies when we consider the stunts pulled off by
horse thieves and pickpockets. The only charge that
is ever made against any of these boys is that he
helps himself to something of value and forgets o
leave anything of value in exchange for it. Now if
there is no such thing as value, in other words if
““the conceipt of value i8 both metaphysical and un-
necessary,’”’ surely it is unjust to accuse a man of
crime just because he happens to pick up something
that has no value, even if he has forgotten to leave
some other valueless thing in its place:

It seems to me that Comrade Thompson has rath-
er a metaphﬁiea] and exaggeratcd coneeption of
monopoly priees. While it may be necessary to keep
the price of*a eommodity produced under monopoly
conditions above its value in order to pay the aver-
age rate .of profit on the total capital invested, it
does not follow that the menopoly priee will be'much
above the value of the same commodity produced
outside the monopoly by less efficient methods. Even
if no such competition existed it would very soon
make its appearance, and on a large seale, if the
price of the commodity was.very much above its
value as represented by the amount of labor neees-
gary to produce it by less ¢fficient methods and
machinery. The very life of a monopoly depends
on keeping the price of its commodity low enough to
crowd out most of the competition. Thi# can be
done even when the price of the eommodity is eon-
sidered above its value as produced under monopely
conditions, due to the high degree of efficiency in
monopoly production. It is a good idea for
Socialists to read the fallacies of Marx as they are
explained by some of our foremost professors of
économics. but' their conclusions: sliculd alweys be
talert with a little grafh- of alt.

The Pathway of
Science

BY KATHERINE SMITH

which precluded the expression of their

opinions, like many other ideas have given
way to the advance of science. ‘‘Children should
be seen and not heard’’ is no longer an accepted
adage. Youth refuses to be silenced and to accept
passively whatever emanates from the public ros-
trums.. . Instead they actively critize the theories of
religion and philosophy and measure them up-in the
cold white light of scientific facts. . Especially are
they interested in the efforts to hlrmomna rehgnon
and- scienee. If in harmony whydlthtulk!

That there is a certain relationship is trie enough
as’ there- exists a relativity amang all things, but to
understand that relatipnship requires some little
knowledp of evokmon; both soehl and orgamc

: THE inhibitious placed upon youth in the past

- feith in

,x: has W m‘amm total 21,

always been suMrounded with mystery, so that the
greates. m mystery the greater the faith necessary
in the devotee. Different concepts of religion and
morality have prevailed at different periods of the
world’s history. From the voodooism of the prim-
itive savage to the most modern aspeets of religion
is but a difference in degrec of superstition. Ae-
cording to the knowledge obtained of natural forees
and the uses to which that knowledge is put ih sab-
Jecting one eclass in society to the eeonomie domin-
ation of anether can be aseribed the ideals of relig-
ion and morality prevailing in society at any given
time. For instance—when the early merchant capi-
talists were hampered by the restrietions on trade
placed upon them by the landed interests they did

not hesitate to attack the then generally prevailing
concepts of religion common in Europe and Asia
Minor as exemplified in both the Gireek and Roman
churches, the greatest of the landed interests, and
what is known as Mohammedism in the one instance
and at a little later date Lutherism or Protestantism
in the other were the result, religions which did not
interfere with the newer economic interests. Now
that the exigencies of industrial capital make seience
indispensable religion must again be made to eon
form. and old doctrines previously proelaimed as in
spired must give way to newer ideas more in har

mony with present day demands of capitalism.

When sufficient knowledge has been acquired by
any group faith in what had been considered un-
knowable gives place to speculation and then re
ligion merges into philosophy. When speculation
advances to the stage of investigation, what had
previously been philosophieal theories when sub-
stantiated become scientifie facts. When science de-
velops it negates philosophy in the same manner in
which philosophy had negated religion. To that ex-
tent only are religion and science related, the met-
aphysicians to the contrary notwithstanding. In
deed, Bmanuel Kant, the greatest of metaphysicians,
proclaimed that ‘‘there can be no science of met-
aphysies.

Those who would ‘‘Back to Kaut’’ would be go-
ing back indeed. For there is no future progress ex-
cept through science only.

““WORLD WORKERS' EDUCATION"".

This is a booklet embodying the report of the
second International Conference on Workers’ Edu-
cation held at Oxford, from August 15th to 17th.
1924 PubHshed by the International Federation of
Trade Unions. Price, 50 cents. Obtainable from
the Publication Department of the Trades and Labor
Congress of Canada, 172 MeLaren Street, Ottawa,
Ont., Canada and from all booksellers.

This booklet contains a full report of the sessions
of the Confercnee, together with the special address-
en ol various aspects of Workers’ Education dejiv-
ered at the Conference, photo of delegates. It also
contains a summarised report on the activities of the
bodies engaged in workers’ education in Austria,

Belgium, C:eehodovrkm Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Great Britain, Bolhnd Italy, Luxemburg,
Palestine, Poland, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, and
the United States, together with a list of names and
addresses of workers’ educational bodies in these
countries and others which did not send in reports.
The book is therefore not only interesting reading,
but also forms a hand-book to the Workers’ Edu-
cation Movement, such as has never hitherto ap-
peared, and it is a convincing proof of the ever-ir.-
creaging importance in all countries of the educa-
tional:side of the Trade Union Movement.
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