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The European herds of live stock have been seriously
depleted. ' France is short nearly 8,000,000 head; Italy has
had to slaughter breeding stock. "The Germans not only
swept Belgium bare but were forced to slaughter their
own herds which have been decreased by probably 22,000,800
head of cattle and hogs. Ireland, which used to kill 18,000
bacon hogs a week, can®*now supply about 4,000 only.
Denmark, which formerly shipped 50,000 hogs a week has
had to decrease her herds by 1,873,000 below normal. In
countries reporting, there is a shortage of 32,000,000 hogs
in Europe. Of cattle, sheep and hogs there'is an estim-
ated combined shortage of not less than 115,005,000
animals. This is more than nine times the total of all
the cattle, hogs and sheep at present in Canada.

Europe will rebuild her herds but it will require years.
Cereal production can be increased more quickly than

animal production, consequently the price of feed should

decline more rapidly than the price of meats.

The European market is wide open for Canadian meat
roducts and there is a warm spot in the British and Allied
ﬁearts for anything Canadian of good quality. The founda-
tion herds in many European countries have been slaugh-

Arrangements for Marketing

At present, and for some months to come, all bacen
and beef products for export are being taken over by the
Allied Purchasing Commission at remunerative prices.

It is well-known that Canadian producers receive
from one to two cents per pound more now for hog pro-
ducts than American producers. s

It is anticipated that by the time the work of the
Allied Purchasing Commission is concluded Canada will
have an accredited agent in Great Britain to look after
the marketing of Canadian agricultural products with
particular reference to meat and dairy produce.
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