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There were these two features in the life of Christ
down here. -First, He exercised constant depend-
ence on His Father: as He said, “I live by the
Father.” The new man is ever a dependent man,
The moment we get out of dependence, we get into
the flesh. It is not through our own life (for indeed
we have but death) that we really live, but by
Christ, through feeding upon Him.

In the highest possible sense, He walked in de-
pendence on the Father, and for the joy that was
set before Him, endured the cross, despising the
- shame. Secondly, His affections were undivided.
You never find Christ having any new object re-
vealed to Him so as to induce Him to go on in His *
path of faithfulness. Paul and Stephen, on the
other hand, had the glory revealed to them, which
enabled them to endure. For when the heaven was
opened to Stephen, the Lord appeared in glory to
him, as, afterwards to Saul of Tarsus. But when
the heavens were opened on Jesus, there was no
object presented to Him, but, on the contrary, He
was the object of heaven ; the Holy Ghost descends
upon Him, and the voice of the Father declares,
“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well
pleased.” Thus the divine person of the Lord is
witnessed to. The Apostle here gets hold of the
preciousness of Christ in the lowliness into which
He has come ; but he never loses sight of the glory
of Him who has come there. So when I get Christ
at the baptism of John, 1 sce Him at the lowest
point (save in another way on the cross) ; and find-




