
Ill- \v;tstviling over a period of lifty-throe years, 
universally esteemed for ho u|>right conduct, genial 
disposition and the many qualities of head and heart 
that endeared him to his associates. As a citizen he 
was held in high regard, esjieeially in view of the 
great interest lie t<m>k in numerous philanthropic and 
charitable institutions by all of which he will be great­
ly missed."

Tribute bv Canadian Fire Underwriters' 
Association.

At a s|iecial meeting of the Montreal I’.ranch of 
the Canadian hire Vndcrw riters Association, held 

Monday, Mr. II. M. Lambert, president, in the 
chair, the following memorial was ordered to lie in­
scribed in the minutes of the Association:

• In fulness of years Mr. (V K. C. Smith has passed 
away, leaving behind an honored memory, not only 
in insurance circles, hut as a citizen of Montreal, lit 
being associated with many public and benevolent 
institutions, taking a most active interest in same 
since his retirement from business.

-Mr. Smith was one of the principal organizers of 
the C. F. U. A. and its president for the first four 
years; he was again elected president U|hm the Asso­

ciation attaining its majority, which event 
coincident with his retirement from the service of 
the Liver)mo! ft London ft (,lobe Insurance t om- 
patiy, of Liverjiool, of which he had been Canadian 
manager for forty years.

“The progress and success of the Association in its 
early years were largely due to the wise counsels and 
direction of Mr. Smith; his memory will be held not 
only in esteem for the service he rendered in being 
always ready and willing to give his time and energy 

its usefulness, hut with affectionate regard

the LATE MR. O. F. C. SMITH.
of Mr. G. F. C. Smith, there passedIn the jicrsoii

auav last Saturday at an advanced age, one of the 
best" known of an earlier generation of Canadian lire 
underwriters. Known and esteemed indeed by in­
surance men from the Atlantic to the Pacific, Mr. 
Cniitli was vet respected most in the city where he 

known best, and many friends mourn their loss 
■ by his death. A resident of Montreal front boy- 

|,;K,d he touched many sides of the city’s life. Rusi- 
ncss activities of steadily developing importance 
■i long term of vears were supplemented by social 
interests and much charitable and philanthropic work. 
\|nlost to the last, he was actively engaged in fur­
thering the interests of the numerous institutions 
with which he was associated.

Horn at Nassau in the West Indies, and educated 
at the Montreal High School, Mr. Smith enjoyed a 
remarkable business career, which it would probably 
lie difficult to parallel in the annals of insurance. 
He entered at an early age, the office of the lirittania 
I ifv Insurance Company, Montreal, under the agency 

r ,,'f the late Captain .1. H. Maitland. When the latter 
became resident secretary of the Liverpool and Lon­
don and Globe in 1851, "Mr. Smith accompanied him 
a- assistant and wrote the first policy issued by the 
Company in Canada. On Captain Maitland's death 
in 181,3, Mr. Smith was apiminted to fill the vacancy 
with the title of chief agent and resident secretary. 
Thus began a tenure of office which lasted forty 
years and was only closed at the end of 1903 when, 
having become the Nestor of Canadian fire under­
writing, and spent more than half a century in the

Mr. Smith retired

was

over

on

was

service of his great company, 
from active business cares. An illuminated address 
presented to him on his retirement together with a 
service of silver, by the Canadian directors, officers, 
agents and staff of the Liverpool and Ixmdon and 
Globe aptly summarises the qualities which those 
who had the privilege of Mr. Smith's acquaintance 
or friendship found that he exhibited.” It is in no 
perfunctory sense," read this address, “that we 

you of how touch we shall miss your con­
siderate and courteous leadership, your wise counsel 
and ever ready assistance in our efforts to promote 
the interests of the great company we represent ; and 
we shall ever cherish in happy memory our long and 
pleasant relationship. Your unswerving devotion to 
duty, your unfailing courtesy and your kind con­
sideration for the rights and privileges of both friends 

I and rivals, have not only endeared you to all, but 
have proved an uplifting influence, especially to those 
engaged in similar pursuits.”

Mr. Smith was one of the founders of the Can­
adian Fire Underwriters’ Association, and its presi­
dent during the first four years of its existence. In 
1851) Mr. Smith married Laura, daughter of the late 
Alfred Gough, who survives him. He had eleven 
children, of whom five survive; Mr. F. Napier Smith, 
of the Hank of Montreal, New Westminster, H.C., 
Mrs. F. W. Frith and Mrs. A. K. Howell, the MLses 
Nora and Lilian Smith, residing in Montreal.

to extent
for the friendliness and good nature which so charac­
terized his intercourse with his confreres, and for 
his unvarying kindness to and interest in the welfare 
nf others, especially cx|iericnccd by the junior mem­
bers of the Association.

"The members of the Association desire to record 
this tribute to his memory and to convey to his widow 
and family their heart-felt condolences in the loss 
they have sustained.”

assure

MONTREAL'S WATER SUPPLYi ALDERMEN AND 
CONTROLLERS AT CROSS-PURPOSES.

Whether or not the Canadian Fire Underwriters' 
Association, the Montreal Hoard of Trade, and the 
Montreal branch of the Canadian Manufacturer's 
Association will get that enquiry into the administra­
tion of the city water department, which they asked 
for after the Point St. Charles fire in November docs 
not yet appear. At the last Council meeting, ^the 
Aldermen decided not to receive a report by the Con­
trollers re affirming their previous opinion than 
enquiry is not necessary. They passed the following 
resolution :—

"That thv «aid report lx* not adopted, hh the council In 
confinent, a» It hits already declared In a resolution adopu 
rd on November 12. 1912. that the city should not. In '!•» 
of the numerous complainte of the publie and In view of 
the accusations of had administration attributed In lh, illy 
water department by the Canadian Klre I nderwrlters 
Association and by the Hoard ot Trade refuse to appoint 
a committee of Inquiry I11 order to enable those who 11 ad. 
accusations to prove their assertions, and In order to r< 

doubt as to the competence of those I11 chant.

,ui

Rksolutions of Condolence.
At a meeting of the Canadian directors of the Liver- 

|*«»1. Guidon and Globe Insurance Company on Wed­
nesday, the following resolution was passed :

" I he Hoard desires to record its very sincere regret 
at the death of Mr. G. F. C. Smith, who rendered 
such long and faithful service to this company, ex-

move any
of the water department.' _

The next move lies apparently with the Controllers.
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