
■

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

Bible Reading for Busy Boys and Girls
MARION B. KNIGHT.

August, 1912—22190
these referen 

ter understan
as well as a new

the pains to look up 
will acquire a belt 
your general reading 
interest in the Book o

ices you

Correlate your Bible study with your 
school work in English. When assigned 
a 'description " or a “ narrative," why 

describe some battle or scene given in 
ate the story of Daniel 
gh school pupil of our 

story of the 
Philistines

it," the following suggestions, the result 
of actual experience, are given.

Few find the old-fashioned way of be­
ginning with Genesis and reading " from 
cover to cover ” the best way. Most young 
people get switched off before they h 
finished the Pentateuch. The " chapter 
a day" portion, regardless of length, in­
terest or character, often leads to an early 
discontinuance of the reading. Picking 
up the book and turning at random to a 
passage gives only barren results, though 
it is better than nothing, for sometimes 
it means a frequent reading of the few 
favorite chapters. Many have failed be- 
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whole book through on a Sunday after­
noon, when you have plenty of time at 
your disposal. Any one over sixteen 
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younger can take it at two sittings. You 
will be surprised at the different Impres­
sions you receive when you have the 
whole story at once. The whole book of 
Mark has been read at a watch-night ser­
vice, and it proved a most Interesting life 
of Christ. Try this next Sunday. Then 
during the week following, review the 
book, reading short portions and think­
ing about those passages which appeal 
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Account of a Great Battle." Her exercise 
received the highest commendation 
her teacher. Teachers of English, if quick 
to see their opportunity, might do much 
to encourage Bible study without in any 
way offending against the rule of no re­
ligious teaching in the schools. When a 
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on why a sketch of Paul's charac- 
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m»y well lead a boy or girl to read that 
fascinating Journey of Paul from Cesarea 
to Rome.
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more than that; you want somehow 
imbue your life with its spirit. For 
purpose read daily, preferably In 
morning, a few verses which will g 
you strengthening thoughts. Here again 

ndom work will not profit you much. 
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cators, aware of the loss to 
tellectual life alone which will follow the 
loss of the Bible's rich store of simple, 
forceful language, are calling attention to 
the matter. In the requirements in 
English for entrance to college we 
find selections from the Old and 
Testaments. In the “ required readings ” 
of the freshman course in English at Har­
vard there are copious selections from 
the Bible. Other colleges have provided 
either required or elective courses in 
Bible study, and are thus helping to re­
establish the value of the Bible In the 
minds of the people. Before long we 
shall recognize what has been true all 
the while, that no one who remains ig­
norant of the Bible can claim to be edu-
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why he does not keep the resolution so 
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A college student some time ago, while 
reading the thirteenth chapter of 
Corinthians, was so impressed by its 
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If ever so busy, take time for this short 
selection every day. On Saturday or Sun­
day read at length, either in review or 
preview, or Just for pleasure. Select a 
verse and memorize it, repeating it each 
day during the following week.

a week is enough. Memorising used 
called “ learning by heart," as If the 
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you may like to return to a study of 
the Epistles or Gospels, or take up the 
poetical books—Job, Psalms, Proverbs.

Look up every biblical allusion 
occurs in your other readln. elthe 
paper, books, or school work, and w 
you have found the matter referred to, 
fix it in your memory by telling it to 
somebody—your father, mother, sister, 
playmates or neighbor. Mothers and 
babies are splendid listeners, 
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two such references and quotations were 
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ready well developed spiritual hunger, 
such as leads many in heathen countries, 
the youth Is not likely to persevere in 
Bible reading; for, frankly, he does not 
realize immediately the promised results. 
And yet there are many Christian boys 

girls, young men and women, who 
honest in their spasmodic attempts to 

form the habit of daily Bible reading. 
For these who really want to be Bible 
readers, but " somehow cannot stick to

lays upon the young peo- 
the situation is quite dtf- 
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e human heart will stand by 
temptation and trial. A " Thou God seest 
me ” may stay the hand stretched out to 
take money not your own when you had 
thought it " no harm to borrow for a few 
days.” A "Fear not, for I am with 
thee ” may nerve your arm in a crisis 
when many lives depend on your action.

One final word. Do not be easily dis­
couraged. If you give up a dozen times, 
begin again. God gives us a new day 

ery twenty-four hours, and expects us 
each morning to begin anew every good 
work.—The Christian Advocate.
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