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Our Contributors.

A Roman Catholic Work on
+'Apologetics”

M Vabbe DM, AL Magnan, D . has just
published an essay in Christian apologetics
which is reviewed at considerable length in
Le So/cl by Edmond de Nevers.  Toe
reviewer says ¢ “The theological learning of

M. Pabbé Magnan seems to me, a barbarian
in such matters, to be simply prodigous,
What has he not read and stored up in his
mind ?  The Bible, the prophets, the Acts of
the Apostles, the folios of the fathers of the
Church, even the writings of the most power-
ful encmies of our most holy religion, there
15 nothing of that kind with which he is not
familiar.,”  The book we are told is divided
into three parts : T The preliminaries of
faith. 11, The divinity of Christianity.
11, The Catholic Church. In the first
part he demonstrates that man has need of
revealed truth  then he treats of the spiritual-
ity and immortality ot the soul ; the nature
and ainibutes of the Creator: the duties of
man towards God and the visible worship
that he owes to H m: revelations, miracles
and prophecy.  In the second part he proves
the authentier'y of the sacred books and the
divinity of Jesus Christ,  The third trears of
the perfection of the ecclesiastical institution,
the unity, the indefectability  he intallibihty
of the Church, 1s apostolic and Catholic or
universal character,

‘T'his is evidently a work of large scope,
and as might be expected on thoroughly
orthodox lincs — One or two extracts moy
be given as specimens of the writer’s style
and tone.  After showing the absurdities of
“materialism” he takes the position that
animal life 1s as ithas always been led by
“blind instinct without any care except the
necd of the moment without any  other pre-
occupation except that of the hfe of Sense.”

“Thus animal lite 15 in our day what it has
always been @ it refuses all change, all im-
provement, all progress in spite of Darwin’s
fine theories.”

“There is in man  something that soars
above the maternal world, dominates him,
ratses him ab we himself to incommensurable
heights. Further, a mysterious breath moves
humanity as a whole and makes all its ¢ff 1 ts
courage towards progress, a bond which is
not material assnres  unity  of action to a
great number of individuals iving at opposite
poles and bears them along to the same
end.”

The apologist is eviden'ly convineed that
reason can mect a proud ~cience and shallow
philosophy  on  their own  ground, and
vanquish them hat that is not sufficient.

“Without visible  worship natural religion
wou'd become almost impossihle and conld
only with difticulty grow in our hearts,  Be
stdes without it the body of man which s
also the work of God would be deprived  of
all share in the sublime functions of divine
worship which ought to bind together  man
and his creator.  Without the holy ceres
monies which take place onenly in the pres-
ence of wandering crowds the most perfoet
actions which we can cceomplish here he-
low would pass unperceived  hiding them-
sclves like erimnals and eould not produce
the healthful ot raction which is the truit of
good cxample.”

In the latter position where he comes to
deal with Christianity and  the Church the
author appeals to the patriotism as well as
the picty of French Canadians,

“Irreligion cannot be acclimatized on
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French Canadian soil which has drunk the
blood of the martyrs of Faith, and incredu-
lity will always be ill at case on our shores
where the cross is so deeply rooted.”

“The enemy will perhaps seek in a future
more or less distant to invade our shores so
happy and peaceable ; but God be thauked
we hope that we shall see a number of cham-
pions of the Chrstian  faith rise up, who
amidst the applause of all our people will be
able to throw down the monster of impiety
and preserve tor Chnst and his Church the
land of the Carticrs, Champlains, Lavals,
Breboeufs and of all the Christian heroes of
our national history.”

Our present purpose is not to eriticize this
work but simply to report briefly upon it ; it
15 evident that from our own standpoint our
own French Catholic neighbors train men
who can present their  theology and defend
their church and style, clear, confident and
eloguent.

l;luck A‘:I:i l‘usl;.

BY . H. WETHERBE,

Many a poor boy, having the qualities of
sterling  character, by pluck and push has
gone forward amid om nous obstacles until
at last he has arisen to a powerful eminence
of the b st type. I think that it is safe 1o
say that the most of the men who have
achicved distinction of a good sort in various
callings were poor boys and had before them
great difficulties to surmount.  Rev. Dr,
R.H. Conwell, of Philadelphia, who is pastor
of a church of near'y thirty thousand mem-
bers, has illustrated what pluck and push
can do.  Mr. George 'T' B Dairs, in a recent
issue of the Interior of Chicago, had the
following words about this wonaerful man :
“Mr. Conwell's life story is a romance in
real Ife.  He has passed through as many
perils as the apostle Paul ; the amount of
work he b accomplished in different fields
of activity scems more hke a fairy tale than
sober fact  He was born on a farm in Wor.
thington, Mass.,, in 1843, and when a poor
boy, working on the farm to help cke out a
meager hiving for the fanmly, his one passion
was to sccure an education. By studying
evenings, after working all day, he prepared
for college, entered Yale in 1860, and for
two years supported himself by tworing
Then, the war of the rebellion having broken
out and volunteers being called for, he re-
turned to his natve town, was chosen a
captain and began a bnlliant career in the
army.  He rose rapidly uniil he became a
colonel ; and one night during a fierce en-
gagement he was severely  wounded and left
for dead on the battle ficld.”  Those early
experiences undoubtedly did much to fit him
for larc tasks of the highest character and
grand results,  The pluck and push which
characterized his youth have marked his en-
ure carecr.  In early life he was an infide!,
but, as an konest man, ready to abandon
falseness in faith and practice, he threw off
his infidelity and beewme an energ tic chris
tian 5 and from that time until the present he
has persevered in doing all that his great
powers could enable him to perform in be-
half of savirg people.  His eareer, aside
from his indulgence in intideliry, s worthy
of being imitated by all young people.

oo

A crowded meeting of citizens of Dub'in
protested on the 2g9th nlt, against the refusal
of the Lord Mayor to aceept the invitation,
received by him as the representative of the
city, to atrend the Coronation.  The High
Sheriff, a Nationahst, declared that he would
g0 and represent the city,

Boldness.
BY MES W. MCULUSKY,
After the wonderful restoration of the
lame man, as it is recorded in the history of

the early Church, this man with the two
apostles entered the temple, then Fe rejoice
ingly used his new powers, ascrib ng prasse
and glory to God. The people wathered
about them, fillca with astoc shment, for they
recognized the poor, helpless cripple that
had beer. at the temple gate  Then Peter
preached his second recorded sermon, dis-
claiming any credit to himse If or friend, ¢
gave all honor to Jesus  He un puiriogly
recounted the scenes of the trial and cruci-
fixion of the Chnst, placing the entire re.
sponsibility of the infimous act upon the
Jewish nation.  But God had rased Him
from the dead, and they were witnessing to
the power of a living Christ. It was throus
faith in Him that the man was before them
strong and happy.  He said that the nation
had done it ignorantly, unconsciously fulfill.
ing the prophetic toreshadowings of a suffr-
ing Christ ; but now they must repent if
they would have a part in the blessedness «f
this salvation, God was scnding the message
to them first. At this point in the discourse
the leaders of the temple services arriv: |
and they were mueh displeased because th
apostles were teacming the people especially
about the doctrine of the resurrection of
Jesus, They had them arrested and place |
under guard for the night.  But the good
seed had been sown, and very many believed,
God's word can never be bound ; it may be
transmitted through weak and faulty instru-
ments, but “It 1s hving, and active, and
sharper than any two edged sword.”  Jesus
seid @ “The flesh profiteth nothing 5 the
words that T have spoken unto you are spirit
and ate life.”

The ne xt day the court assembled and the
apostles were arraigned.  In answer to the
question, “By what power or in what nam:
have ye done thi- 2" “Filled with the Holy
Spirt” they replied as fearlessly as they had
spoken to the people in the temple, closing
the defense with these words of  famnliar
prophecy @ “This is the stone which was <
at nought of you builders, which is bocome
the head of the corner ; adding, ** here is
none other nime under heaven given winong
men whereby  we must be saved.”  The
talers discoveored three conditions in those
men ; they were uneducated, vet they spoke
with the greatest freedm and boldness, and
they had been with Jesus,  Was Jesus such
a bold, fearless man that this councii at once
recognized the qality ©s s marked char-
acteristic 2 Studaying  His life with  that
thought in mind the fact is very apparent.
Look at Him as He twice cleansed the
temple, . ag at His Father's House!
Those rulcrs had seen it all, and Wl repeat-
edly heard bolder dernnciiions from the
lips of the Muster than 0m these men As
the dife of Christ hos been varionsly interpre-
ted, this quality is not cften emphasized, but
1t is there unmistakably, and there was never
greater need than today to accentuate 1.
How can it be done 2 By unqualified obedi-
ence to Christ, manifested m right living
and speaking under all circunstances. ‘There
are social questions to be met and answered
to His glory  The Sibbath must be kept
holy, 1 state and nation, boldly driving back
the desecration that threatens it ; work which
belongs *o the Lord’s people to do.  His
Name must be honored where now it is hor
ribly profaned, and many other sins met with
a fearless courage.  Oh that the people of
God might sec their opportunities and live
such brave lives that the world would say, as




