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34. At illi dixcrunt : Quia Domiiuis

cum ncccssarium habct.

315. Et duxcrunt ilium ad jcsiim, ct

jactantcs vestimcnta sua supra pullum,

imposucriuit jesum.

34. And they said, The Lord hath

need of him.

35. And they brought him to Jesus :

and they cast their garments upon the

colt, anil they set jesus

thereon.

To iiiiliiiilc /ii/hp/miTc'

the Latin text of Saint

Miittlhic uses till' word
(.astcllum. ivliicli icoii/i/

imply J vilhii>i- tcitli its

liisth' or toivcr of </(•-

fi'iiii'. In fih t. tin' scimt-

iiiirv of Bet li pliiigc,

icliieli lias now bct'ii iilcn-

ti/ii'ilas inarhinir the spot

icliere /esiis inonnteit the

eo/t. is situated at the

Ihise of a mount, the

summit ofwiiieh is eover-

ed with very numerous
frai>inents of pottery, a

eharaeteristie peeulia-

ritv of sites formerly
inhalvted. Moreover, this

lofty spot a IxreeBethany,
from ivhieli ea/i be seen

the deelivities slopinjr

dozen to the Dead Sea,

with the valle v leading to
IT ;• '
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tierodutm and to Beth- 1 •<

Iehe III . -with alt the distriets on the south o ffe- verse y)
rusalein,must, iuvirtiieofitsremarkableposi-
lion, have eonstituted an important strategic

point. It must, in faet, have been a stronghold
oj war ; henee the elioiee ofthe name ^>/'castel-

luni to designate the village of Bethphage.
We are eoinpletelv in the dart; as to

whiili diseiples icere ehoseii to go and fetch
the ass and her foal to Bethphage; all manner
of eonjeelures have been hazarded, but not
one with any foundation in fact. All we knoio
is that the Master's instruetions with rer;ard
to them ivere very precise-: He was anxious
to spare His messengers all difficulty, and
told them what they were to answer in the
very probable event of the owner of the two

a II im a Is p r otes I ing
againsttheir being taken.

"Say ye that the Lord
hath iieedo fthem m,words
which very clearly in-

dicate the characterfesus
intended to give to His
triumphal entrance into

ferusalem. he is the

Lord \ \ 'ho has a right of
ownership in all the pos-

sessions of man and lie

exercises this right zvith

discretion.

It is noteicorthy that

on comparing the text of
the various /yvangelists,

ice Jiihl three of Ihem.
Saint Marie, Saint Liilw

and Saintfobn . speak ing
of a colt only, whilst

iniint Mallheic ineiitions

an ass and a colt. The
'Words of Siiint Luke,

however, in chap, ig,

put us on the track of a per-
fectly natural explanation. The colt had
never yet been mounted, and, therefore,
there might be some fear that it would
be restive, so tliev took its mother with it.

Still, Saint Matthew certainlyexpresses him-
selJ rather strangely in this matter, for he
says : « And (they) 'brought the ass and the
colt and put on them their clothes and they
set him thereon. „ On which of the two does
Saint Matthew mean that the'Lord was set?
On their clothes on one of the tico animals,
or first on one and then on the other? After
what we have just said, the latter hypothesis
is not tenable, but, then, -why should the gar-
ments have been put on both? And, moreover,
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