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Eastward, with devious course, among the Wind-
river Mountains,'

Through the Sweet-water Valley precipitate leaps

the Nebraska;

And to the south, from Fontaine-qui-bout * and
1085 the Spanish sierras.

Fretted with sands and rocks, and swept by the

wind of the desert.

Numberless torrents, with ceaseless sound, de-

scend to the ocean,

Like the great chords of a harp, in loud and solemn

vibrations.

Spreading between these streams are the won-
drous, beautiful prairies,

Billowy bays of gra.ss ever rolling in shadow and
1090 sunshine,

Bright witli luxuriant clusters of roses and purple

amorphiis.'

Over them wandered the buffalo herds, and the

elk and the roebuck
;

Over t'aem wandered tlie wolves, and herds of

riderless horses

;

Fires that blast and blight, and winds that are

weary with travel;

Over them wander the scattered tribes of Ish-

109.'» mael's children,* .

• Wind-river Mountains. A part of tho Rockies, in Wyoming.
- Fontaine-qui-bout. A stream flowing into the Arkansas.

'.4m<wpA«.'. Shrubs of the l>eun family, sometimes called

bo-xtard indigo.

* lahmnel's children. Indi.ins are thus named because in

their nomadic habit«) they resemble the Arabs, who art' the

reputed descendants of Ishniael, the son of Abraham ar.d

Hagur.


