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The Indiau hixutiTs and voyasfenrs take advaiUa!»e of this channel,

and ffo as far as the siiininit, which is about opposite the middle of this

island, with the rising tide ; and then wait for the falling tide to coutinae

on their route, having the advantage of going witii the current either

way.

By dredging this channel, which would b' an easy matter, it being

all alluvial cla>ey bottom, th\? sidi's could be raised above the level of

hiffh tide and thus form wliarves on eitiier side.

Vessels of sufTicieut drauglit for th«' nr. vigiitiou of James and Hudson

bays can come here at any ordinary liiijli tide.aiulsafelyanchoriu the mouth

of the Little Xottavay, in the siiclter of Middlcboro Island, where I

found from 15 to 20 feet of wati-r at low tide.

Rupert Bay is in general very sliallow, but according to Captain

Taylor, wlio lias navigat<'d I liese waters for tlie Hudson Bay Company,

tor upwards of twenty y-ar.-, there is a deep channel extending froia Stag

Hock southward to Middlel)oro Island.

Vesst'Is trom Moosi- Factory and otlier posts on Hitdson and James

Hay, bound for Kupert IIousi', generally li<' in shelter of Stag Rock to

wait for liigli tide to cross ihe bir at tlie mouth of liie Kupert river.

(iAMH AND FISH

Tlie environs of Midcileboro Island an' p:ir cirellence the choice hun-

ting grounds of tlie llud>on Bay ollicers and men of the Ruper* Bay

district.

Here, wild geese, wavies, duck, snipe, plover and diflerent other

kinds of water fowl are found in countless numl)ers ; 1 have seen wavies

(a kind of small geese) ri.se in sucli dense Hocks that the opposite shore

was eclipsed by tiiem.

Trout and whitelisli are taken in tjuantities l)y Indians at the mouth

..f the Mttle Nottaway and are smoked tor to )d lev thetuselvcs and their

dogs during winter.

Notwithstandinii' the diirereiii reports to the contrary, th.' resources

uf thit vast region an- not unworthy of the attention of the Gov-riimeut

ind tliey cannot forever remain sliut out fruin the commercial world.

The foiest wealth of the great areas drained by the mighty rivers

llowing into Hudson and Jam.'s Bay lan alone be developed by utilizing

the natural water courses.
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