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Bischoff mine. The dividends for the last half-year

amounted to thirty thousand pounds sterling, and

when it is remembered that the capital of the company

is only sixty thousand pounds, it will be seen that the

earnings are remarkable. These mountains of tin

show no sign of diminution. Tasmania stands third in

the world of tin production. Beyond tin, there are

copper, gold, iron ore, and coal worked in the island,

and it is practically known that the unexplored part

of the island contains minerals in abundance.

These three things, then, hold abundant promise

for the future of Tasmania from the commercial point

of view, while the salubrious climate establishes the

claim of the place to be a grand health resort for the

southern and other peoples.

As I went from place to place in the island, and

observed the sparseness of the population, the situa-

tion assumed something of a pathetic aspect. There

is room enough for immigrants up to a certain

number. An influx of 800,000 persons would make

Tasmania one of the most prosperous places in the

world. With such a population the limitations of

the island would always prevent the growth of those

disproportions between the classes which obtain in

the great areas of the Old and New Worlds. Tas-

mania might, well governed, become a model State.

Its situation in the sea puts it in touch with Aus-

tralia, New Zealand, and the islands. In the fruit

season the great liners call at Hobart for fruit. By

means of these Tasmania has a direct connection

with Europe. That connection will be immensely
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