
the CviI Code of Lower Canada, and in the Code of Civil Pro-cedure the latent revision of which wa. in 1897. WithTL
"

«pt.on of the mercantile law, of which an outline i, ^lenTnthe (ml Code, that code correspond, in form and Iten,"somewhat closely to the Code Civil dea Fran^ai. formerly de™^

l^L^a^TT"'""- I'^P-b'-ytruethattheCode of C.«l Procedure >a compo«d to the extent of one-half ormore of rule, of English origin
. . . I, will be seen thathe speca rule, of law peculiar .0 the province of Qu beare to be found mainly in the Civil Code of Lower Canada, inthe old law ao ar aa thia haa not been abrogated by the Code,m the provmoial statutes and in the decisions of the courtsAs early as in 1785 a statute was passed introducing the Eng'

l..h rules of evidence in commercial matters . .. After theCeaamn the commerce of the country, and more particularly
the foreign trade fell mainly i„,„ ,he hands of the Englishspeakmg part of the community. Their business was prin-cpally with England, with the United Statea. or with the other
provinces of Canada, and all of these countries were governed
by the English law. It waa natural, thercfoi^e, that English
eo„,„,ercml usages should become more familiar than French
and that in the courts great deference should be paid to the de-'
cisions of English judges who had explained the English usages
.

.

-It must not be forgotten that English commercial law in its
present shape is mainly the creation of the Eighteenth Century
and 18 to a large extent the work of Lord Mansfield and other
judges who applied in practice and elevated to the rank of rules
Of law the customs of merchants and the theories about these
customs, formulated by civilians, mostly French or Dutch
The commissioners who drafted the Civil Code of Lower Can'
ada state very clearly the difference between the commercial law
and the cml law of the province in regard to their origin They
aay: 'Li a few instances the rules of commercial law mav be
found in the atatute book or in the ordinance of France 'butmuch of It IS to be sought in usages and jurisprudence 'our
system, if system it may be called, haa been borrowed without


