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The strata are many, llic cross-spctidiis imuimerabk'.

Geojrraphiciil division, ocriipation,',! intori-st, color and racial
ditrercnccs cut athwart the symnii'trlca! linos of the class-
stnisTKlc theorist. Not merely do the inlrresls of the work
men find employer divertre, so far as the shiirin^r of the product
Roes, hut the Cerm.'m agrarian sir.iiritles airaiiisl the manufac-
turer, the small shopkeeper ai-ainst t'.e v'real deparlmental
.store, the independent manuf.-u-lMrer at'ainsi the trust the
while bricklayer ir liremiin at-ainst the iiejrro, the American
trade unionist airainsi the inmiiifranl, carpenters' iifalnst
woodwrirkers' union in .iurisdictional disputes. Kmployers and
emplor. ,' unite in a dosed shop, elesed-miisters' airnem.nt to
prey on the const. mnir pulilic; tr.ule unions hack trusts' de-
mands for more room at thi' larilV fronj'h. The ioiiit-stock
company opens all fields to in\'eslment hy all classes; the work-
inprman h' comes his own landlord: economic catetroriis |i ss
and less coincide with definite .-mil imchnnpoit' liodies of indi-
vidual.'!. Nor. ajrain, wlwre men are divided into economic
ela sc.-^, do they alwavs follow their economic interest. Ra'ial
antagonism or iramblinu' or haselijdl miv absorb Ihe interest
and eneruy that in the socialist scheme of thin'rs 'voiild have
been ^iven to fiirhtini,' for the revolution. The class-strufrle
doctrine has done much to liirht up some dark pla,;es in his-
tory, but it is not the all-complele explanation.

hi iiKiny file rcoiinmic keit tn iinloci: tlir secrets
uf liiHtorii, Ma):e niiil nthrrn hare (uhhd much tn
our hioirledfic of piiKt ami prenent alike. But this
iiitrrprctatioii is /iiishnl Inn tar, to the igiioriini of
other eiiiialln fiimlar.ienta} forces in liistorii: 'men
are not ihembers of ccoimmic classes and iutthing
more.

Labor Theorii of Value. Having di.scovered in the
materialistic conception of history a key to all human achieve-
ments. Mars- proceeds to ii.se it to unlock the secrets of the
present epoch, to disclose the es.sential nature and trend of
capitalistic production. To-day the class struggle takes the
form of contest between capitalist and workman, exploiter and
exploited. Marx's first problem, therefore, is to explain how
pre.sent-day exploitation is worked. His explanation takes the
form of the theory of surplus value, which, again, re.st.s on a
theory of value.

This theory is. in brief, that the value of all commodities
depends solely upon the amount of labor that goes into them
Having explained how the value of commodities is regulated!
Marx proceeds to use this doctrine to illumine the proce.ss of


