
Stye ver substanc
Tii. frustratlng thlng about thé U.S. election resuits hi tht

everyone already knows why Reagan woni.
It has been heard somanytimes it seems trivial, but thatdoesn't

make it any less true.
PlaWny and slmply, Ronnie just looks bette on WV than fritz

4t !sa sad but true fact that in American politlcs, image is more
important than substance.

Despite Reaah's repeatedly demonstrated lack of understand-
ing of the most important issues, Americans like him because he
m" stbem feel good about tliemselves.

They like the reassuring, fatherly figure Whio cornes into their
living rooms every niglit.

Forget the fact that the rest of the world sees Réagan for exactly
wbat lie is: the rest of the. world doesn't get to see hlm on
televisiom

Amnericans, on the other hand,are fuily capable of overlooking
the fart that Reagan has a Iess than complete understandlng of
the nudlear atms issue.

They are capable of overlookinig the fart that despite his rhe-
toic about reducing the size of govemment, U.S. budgets and
the U.S. deficit are higlier than ever, and U.S. trade policy is as
protectlonist as ever. (just think - where woutd the Amnericari auto
industry be witliout "voIuntamy" quotas on Japanese auto exports
ta the U.S.?)

STbey are capable of overlooking the fart that social programs
have been cut, so tliat the defense and aerospace industries can
be heaithier than ever.

They are capable of overlaoking Reagan's desire ta escalate tlie
arms race into outer space. (Excuse me for being naive, but
wouldn't it be cheaper and Iess confrontational ta negotiate a
treaty with the Soviets, banning military activity in spaoe?)

And do-."erý!s seriously think the Soviets wil become
friendiier vheni -Wgan makes comments ike the one about
Ieaving'*MarxWlàtLninism on the ash-lieap of histôry»?

The fart is, Reaun lias been willing to sacrifice his toughli ne
witli the Soviets tiscases where it migbt have cost hlm votes.

Anyone remember the grain emfbargo and the MX missile?
Reagan's stance during the icampaign was that lie had no

stance. The only concrete thlng lie stood for was- "a better
A rnerîca' ; --- " > -- -- 1 - - .11

Mondale, on tlie other liand, dîd take positions on several
issues and clearly- liad- a much better understanding of nuclear
arms, but wliere did that gerbim?

One would like to think thatAmericans areawaireof afl this,
Zbut Tuesday's resuts make it difficuit to accept that conclusion.
SSa tliat's about kt. Reagan won because lie looks good on
television, and Mandate lost,just like Carter before him, because
h lIooks like a wimp.

t certainly is a sad commientabl on the American people. Ail
one can say is that they deserve hlm: a plastic president for a
plastic culture.

Kent Cihran

Remembrance
Die ta remember, that day in Novembér
When bombs stili burst in the air
Heavy wfth gas, and gangrene in dismembered
Frends, facing deatli with a stare.

Above those mud trenclies, with weapônis clasped tiglitly
Uike lambs for the siaugliter
Young lieroes bled, and froze in those battles,
0f mist, artillery and dlay.
Memories are few, midst the new generations
0f wars, of dread and fear
In silence, then, remember,
Those wlio gave their lives
That we miglit live instead.
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War would end if the dead could retumn
Mage B inw

The poisibility of war Increamesin dirert proportion ta the effec-'
tveness of the inrimenit af war.
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There are no warlike people - just warllke leaders.
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WiI the real Lenin
pl ease stand up?
"if the entire population of the earth must
dieincdrIeto keep myfriendsrich, (hen
I want a chance ta, piddle on their
graves.,

Winston S. Churchill
Is this a consequence of the low level of studentlteracy we hear so much about? If Blaine Manyluk

(Engineering 11l) couldn't read my letter himself, he
might have taken the trouble ta flnd someone other
"hn Ken Shipka ta read It for hlm.

The latter individual already has a reputation for
inventing ominous quotations and then charging
them ta, the histarical expense account of V.I. Lenin.

But now, in reading my letter ta, the gullible Mr.
Manyluk, Shipka has apparently put his ridiculous
words inta my mouth as weII.

One thing is clear: Mr. Shipica and his friends, like
their Stalinist soul-mates, dont hesitate ta invent farts
or statements whenever the real ones fail ta conforrn
ta their extravagant dlaims.

Andrew Rodomar
- Arts Ili

Sex-busters proposai
receives cold shower
The only "major crisis facing the University" is

prudes like Ktty Chan and Susan Richardson. What
do these ladies suggest? A roving band of "sex-
busters" ta terminate aver-amorous affenders? If
they would spend half as much time studying as they
do listening for imaginary "moans, groans and pralix
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games" they would not find their "intellectual" con-
centration threatened.

If Ms. Chan and Ms. Richardson are disturbed by
an isolated incident, a more immediate method ta
resolve the situation would be ta approach the
offenders and-ask themn politely ta "put It back in their
pants," instead of writing petty letters ta the Gateway.

Besides, if these two innocent ladies are so self-
righteous about the "epidemic proportions" of sexu-
ality around the University, then how do they corne
to be so "aware"~ of the price of birth contrai pills?

Rager Osborne, Arts111
Steve Stauffer. Arts 111

HFS exploits ignorance
With regards ta the letter written by Don Kennedy

and Mel Wirth,
It is good ta see that there are, besides my room-

mates and myself, some real men stili around. 1 arn
referring, of course, ta. the difficulties between the
Lister Hall Students Association [LHSAI and Housing
and Food Services.,

The complaints raised by the LHSA have remaineri
constant (ta recap): Iack of communiclation; unilat-
eral decision making, and "ac of respect.

Why these complaints? Any why does Houslng and
Food do littie about them? Simple, they do not have
ta.

MAost students living in residence (save a few 'res
rats") are f irst year students.

They are unsure of the way thingsi.were in previaus
years and thus are Ignorant ta the changes year
in and year out.

So it is easy for Housing ta make changes without
consulting the LHSA.

What changes you asic? Services and using costs

Ihe Gaieway is the newspaper of the University of Albert.,
students. Contents are the responsibility of the Editor-in-
Chief. il opinions are signed by the writer and no flot neces-
sarily rel lect the views ai the Gateway. News copy deadtines
are 12 noon Mondays and Wednesdays. Newsroom: Rm 282
(ph. 432-5166). Advertising: Rm 256D <ph. 432-4241), Students
Union Building, U of A, Edmonton, Aberta T6G 2G7. Reader-
ship is 25»00. The Galeway is a member ai Canadian Ulniver-
sity Pres.

Good Wp I ef o'v e om e WIdo Wu w.Show; *wlth
Iupn MM AMMnduo &mavw Co » ;wondnfid
WMffl ORIdns ompumsDoTto*; happyHmn
Udmnd*y *me lSiI; efflomnGog OMMt; vaPl
ri o lt bi M Doiiodi; eh.ah IIIII."Uil 1d; faut

th*DueUb ocudar Ceci., jdon; Kogti Kandi;

&nWo hmve lbe psittUs96no.»-

¶*fIwAfS

AWFI4CEPtE!N.fý


