
CA-NADIAN COURIER

-Always the loaded dice, Nicho-
las," Rubitini sneered.

"We understand each other very
well ' "retorted Drouski.-

Before the words had wel passed
his lips, with a spring Rubitiiui was
upon him. Drouski -was crashed]
against the door. With a qxiick move-
ment the fingers ýof bis left hand
brushed against the assailani's throat
and clown into the collar.

The door was vushed in from with-
out and Hawkins' voice askecl:
"What is it, Colonel Drouski ?"

"Nothing, Officer," Drouski said,
releasine his grasp. "Mr. Rtubitini
tripped upon a rug and I failed to
catch him as he f ell. It's nothing."

As Hawkins closed the door again
Colonel Drouskj said: "Stand there
by.,the d&esser, Alexis."

"Whyý dicln't, you shoct, coward-
mon brave Colonel?"

"For Manon's sake, some things
mnuat be arranged quietly."

>":Again the loaded dice, Nicholas."
"You are a- poor ]oser, Alexis. 1

go now, to retuirn for your arrest."
1I shail be prepared. 1 curse you,

Nicholas, for what you have clone,
and thank you for what you have flot
clone. Yon wouild have me believe
that Manon is perfidious. You will
tell Little Manon that what is, is be-
cause she is flot perfidiaus."

"You will stand where you are,
Alex~is. I wish the officer without to
see la I leaveyt ot in your very
goodhtlth, Monsieur."

ClnlDrouski opened the door
and hoding it so that Hawkins
cou4 sec Rubitini standing beneath
the lih, said: "You will kindly see
flhat M.Rubitini is well attended
duri< mny absence." Then lie closed
the lor andcl lickecl the key.

Hawkins nodded approvingly, say-
ingu: 'Think you've nailed 'im, sir."

"He has promised to corne with us
quietly if we give himi a littie time
to prepare. Youi might remnain here."

When they opened the door again
Hawkins said: "Indeed 'cI] go quiet
now; 'e's cheated the gallows."


