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Edward Scott Busby
Th e Man Who Cleaned Up the CustIom s Crooks in the

OVER average height, but of indifferent
health, bis thin, active form does flot cast
much of a physical shadow. But a clear
working brain has more than once cast a

portentous sbadow, before wbich fear and mis-
givîng possessed the bearts of crooks in Skaguay,
Wibiskey runners over the Passes, and haughty cus-
toms evaders in the Klondike country.

A master in strategy and tactics, he bas the in-
stinct of sensing the approaching struggle, and his
plans are laid far in advance. It is this lifte habit
of bis which bas caused both tbe railway magnate
cursing in bis office at Dawson, and tbe appointed
leader of a bad political combination, to recoil in
defeat before bis trenches.

The general manager (f rom Chicago) 'of the rich
railway and, steamsbip corporation, mistook bis
habituai and quiet politeness for fear and defer-
ence; and bie made some unpriintable and extended
remarks ab~out Canada and hier customs officiais.
After he had flnished, and the pair of grey eyes mnto
which he looked had clianged from a quiet eaî nest-
iless into the character of two blazing searcblights,
the railwayman learned more of the customs laws
and the laws of politeness, delivered in pure, red-hot
English,, than in ail bis previous years.

When lie had regaîned bis breath and bat, and
was clear of tbe place, bie went down to the coin-
Pany's local offices, and bis suggestions to the agent
there, wbomn he blamed for egging him to "go up
and talk to that man," were sucli that the woman
steriographer fled from the office with hier bands
to bier eyes, wbile the trembling agent and the office
furniture received tbe benefit of some bard knocks.

That general manager is dead now, but be, was a
man, for be went back to tbe customis bouse next
day and apologized like a gentleman.

E DWARD SCOTT BUSBY was born in South-
ampton, Bruce County, Ont., on the 12th June,

18,63. His father was a well-known local resi;dent,
Major Williami Adams Busby, wbo, aiter giving
good service witb his regiment throuighout tbe
Crimean siege, settled in the new village of Soutb-
amipton, with bis wife, Eliza Hartley.

The family, an old Nortbaniptonsbire one, con-
tributed. a goodly sbare of officers, who led their
regiments or companies to victory, and somnetimes
to death, on sucb widely separated fields as Bien-
beim, Quebec, Bunker Hill and Inkerman.

When still a half-grown boy, the beroic blood of
his ancestors prompted him to plunge into the river
at Southamntnv nidnat the neril nof hiq life. rescue
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"A master In atrategy and tactica.11

His first venture was in the auditor's off ice of the
Detroit, Grand Haven and Milwaukee Ry., and was
very successful, but was cut short by ill bealtb, after
rapid promotion. Later lie was in, business in Owen
Sound, and in 1896 joined the customs staff. He
was sent to Boston, Mass., to represent the Cana-
clian customs service, for a couple of years. After
that hie went west on special businesi.

Early in 1899 he was selected for the difficult and
dangerous position of Canadian customs officer, to
facilitate the shipment of Canadian goods across
the strip of disputed. territory (now Alaska) into
Yukon territory.

Here bie showed bis true mettle in doing great:
service ta our trade with the gold country, wbicb
was then discrîminated against, tbrough U. S. in-
fluences, by the new White Pass Railway.

Skaguay not only contained the warst element
fouind in western states miining camps; of black-
legs, ganiblers, thieves and nTurderers; but also

Among bais latest activities in Skaguay t and
during a visit of the writer in 1901, coillmng out of
Dawson) was to give quiet but etieccive aiju to the
R. N. W. M. Ponce in breakung up what nliglit
have become in a iew rnonths' tnie a iluosc dlangerous
organization, "The Order of the Micinignt c)un."
'l'le abject of its buncireds of mienibers, was to
(luietly assemble in various parts of the i ukon, and
by a concerted effort, assîsted by dissatistiedl and
alien residents, to overpower the Mounted 1-'olice,
loot the banks and creeks in the Klonclike, aîter the
spring washup, and take the millions of dollars'
worth of golci down tbe Yukon into Alaska, where
it could be *'cached" or distributed at ease.

In 1901 hie was made inspector of i ukon, and
in June, 1902, be was sent to Dawson, where cus-
toms affairs were in a very demoralized condition.
He not only drastically cleaned tbe Augeans tables,
bu t also forced payments of evaded customs dues
to sonietbing like $30,000, and permanently im-
proved the collection of duties to the extent of
several bundreds of thousands of dollars. Fromn
reliable sources tbe writer learned that in bis pur-
1suit of this duty hie was at the outset offered over
$7,000 to allow matters to stand.

Had bie accepted tbe bribes of whiskey-runners
over the Passes, going up to over $5,000 at times-
for it was a rich trade; and of customs evaders in
Dawson, bie could bave come ont of Yukon a ricb
man, to take up tbe role of a leader in charitable
work and a pillar in society.

IN Dawson be founded and was first president
of a flourisbing Canadian Club.

Besides administering his own department, witb
its large staff, bie also did the work of the Iniland
Revenue, tbe Marine and Fisheries, Trade and Coin-
merce (Chinese), Agricultural (quarantine), and
any other department not directly represented at
Dawson; for wbicb be received little or no extra
pay. He was in fact the most efficient, tbe bardest
worked officiai in Yukon durîng bis terni there.

His wife, daughter of the late Henry Zinkan,
with bis four cbildren, accompanied -him in bis
northern labours. By a mort patbetic incident. ho
lost, at Vancouver, a couple of years ago, bis only

,daugbter, just budding into a womanhood of gifted
promise. Amnong the fairest memories 'the writer,
bas of Skaguay over a decade ago, is tbe picture
of three manly brothers escorting along a rougb
sîde street, tbis beautiful little golden-haired maiden,
wbo.spent many of bier early years amid tbe
noirtbern snows.

In 1906 lie was transferred to Vancouver as ini-
spector of Yukon, and of Britishi Columbia ports,
wbere bie did sucb good work tbat in February,
1912, lie was calied to Ottawa by the new minister
(Hon. Dr. Reid) and was made superintendent of
inspection. A few rnontbs later lie was advanced
to the position of chief inspector of customns for

Cnîahavinp, iurisdiction f rom Halifax to Van-

ýss and methodical, be bas already,
1of the Minister and tbe Commis-

ms, instalied a more efficient niethod
Swark at the large ports, wbich bas
royal of importing business men.
ted flattering offers fromn across tbe
>ng business mnr who have had busi-
,ith His Majesty's Canadian customis,
Lents and capacity for work are well

Yukona


