
PEOPLE, PLACES AND -PROGRESS
A. M.> BENZANSON, the auithor of "The Peace

River Trail," has now made his most eventful
trek into that northern land. His book was the
result of his first two trips nmade before last winter.
Last summer he spent at Edmonton wishing he
were north again; for "Biz," as he is called by bis
chums, is a Norwegian who doesn't much care for
the ways of a town. Last fall he went back in a
buckboard with a teamn and a companion. But he
soon came back to Edmonton. This time he stayed
flot so long, but to much better purpose. He got
married and just the other day started back with his

and townsnien who want the lumiber. Th-e consumer
does not feel equal to the prîce asked by the middle-
man; the middleman has the benefit of the low prices
charged by the manufacturer. This is variously
described as a hold-up and a deadlock. On the
whole it looks like mighty poor business.

o NE of the Detroit newspa pers bas publîshed the
first descriptive article on the great interna-

tional tunnel now being bored under the Detroit
River just below Windsor. It says for instance:

A. M. Benzanson and bis friend off for the Peace River last summer

wife to the Peace River. He is the first man who
ever got married on purpose tosettle down in that
land. He started from. Edmonton in a sleigh with a
tent on board; a sort of prairie schooner on runners.
The last heard of him he had encountered a thaw
that hung up the sleigh. Now he is waiting for
snow again. If it does flot corne he will probably
find it necessary to continue the journey on horse-
back.

TIIINK of it! The littlest province in Canada is
about to furnish seed oats to the farmers of the

great and golden West. It is intimated that in
pursuance of its seed-grain polie>', the Governuient
rnay bu>' oats in Prince Edward Island and ship themn
Out to Saskatchewan and Alberta. Now you could
Put Prince Edward Island down on the mnap of Sas-
katchewan or Alberta, and it would look like a fly
oIn a big band. We have talked about the golden
91ow of the prairie, until we have Yukons on our
Longues; we have had visions of miles upon miles of
)Ox cars trailing out the glorions millions of bushels

3fgrain from the granary of the Emipire-and all
bhat sort of thing. Probably if any fariner from the
:wo-by..four fighting little island down by the Atlan-
ic had nudged us and said, "See here, neiglibour,
here'l corne a time when we'll send seed oats to
he prairie," we should have asked him if hie had
'ver seen a real railroad; because this little island
S s0 tiny that to look at it on the inap it seemns as5

"Just ahead of the timbered arches stands the
rear edge of the steel shield. About its cir.cumfer-
ence are distributed 21 hydraulic jacks, great metal
sboes capping the ends of their powerful pistons.
With the piston shoes bearing on the forward course

ýof the arch timbers, the mere turning of a valve can
distribute the tremendous pressure of 70,000 pounds
to any one of the shoes.

"'Corne up on No. io,' shouts the shield foreman.
'Easy, there!l'

"A valve in the hydraulic keyboard is given a
turn, and a-great steel fooit kicks out from the sbield
rim with almost human accuracy.

" 'Steady, now; give ber 12-14-17!' shouts the
forenian.

"Three more feet spring into life, and witb agrinding, snapping, rending sound tbe arch timbers
support the pressure with groaning fibers.' The bugemnass of the shield moves forward ever 50 sligbtly,Its sharp, knife-like forward edge bas cut into thesolid clay. A few more inches of tunnel bave beengained. The workmien spring at thie clay wall with
their hand knives. The slicing process begins anew,and is continued until an additional foot or two ofearth bas been sbaved away ahead of the shield.
Another course of timbers is added to the woodenarch, and the jac pistons are ready for one more
k-ick' toward the river."

It bas long been feit by Windsor thnt

as soon as it inay be necessary ini the intercsts of
the grain growers of the interior. The present ont-
let for western produce is by a curjous analogy thetrade route rnaintained by the old Northwest Fur
Company with headquarters at Fort William whichin those mediaeval days was the most cosmopolitan
place in Canada or the whole of America. The
proposed Hudson's Bay route, now so much talkedof, is mainly the reversion to the route projected
and maintained for the best part of- two centuries
by the Hudson's Bay Company, who, however, hadto substitute York boats on the rivers for the short-
haul railways which are now being talked of two
centuries later.

A LL records of coal output have been broken hy
the Nova Scotia Steel Compaiiy's collieries dur-ing the past month. 'The total of 50,760 tons wastaken out in February. This for a total Of 23 work-

ing days is an ýaverage of more than 2,000 tons a day.
This beats the record for February, 1907, by nearly
8,ooo tons. In the blast furnace the daily outputwas 8oo tons; total for the twenty-nine days 5,800tons. AUl the coal from Colliery NO. 3, thec biggestof the company's furnaces, has been shipped to theplant of the Dominion Steel Company at Sydney.

wESTERN cities nearly three thousand miles from
SQuebec City ars strongly enthusiastic over thenationalisation of the Plains of Abrahamn. TheCanadian Club of Edmonton has guarantèed to -raise

$500. The scbooî children of Brandon are into apatrîotic scheme to raise as large a suni as possible.Regina is stirred up; at a prospective meeting ofthe Canadian Club there Mr. William Whyte isexpected to address the club in favour of the schenmeto be followed by an energetic canvass for funds.Saskatoon is taking hold of the project. Port Arthuralso has the fever.

T HE new ertary of the C.PI..i an English-
Drinkwater in that position. 'Mr. Baker bas been
exactly thirty-five years in railway work in Canada.H is frst try at the big game was on the ol CanadianCentral Railway at Ottawa. He became assistantto the superintendent of the road When the C.P.R.took it over; afterwards general manager. In 18813he went west as general superintendent of the Manitoba & Nortbwestern Railway; remained in thatcapacity tili 1892, wben he became general managerof that road for eight years, after wbicb he wentback to the Canadian Pacific as their executive agentat WVinnipeg. Seven years later he became assistantto the second vice-president, which position he leftto become secretary.
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