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SCauc of ffotItcb 3Dip1aý*
Written for The Western Home Monthly by Horace De Geer.

It was in the earty eigbties, that
ptriod of such weighity import to the
settiers of the prairie country. Ex-
citcment and unrest perva'ded the
wl.c1e Northwest. The hand of war
%,.s hovering .hreateningly over it:
arother rebellion was iînpending. The
F,-crch half-breeds of the Saskatchewan
%se restive. They were determined
te; assert their rights, and to get re-
drcss for their mnany wrongs. Already
tF.cy liad sent for Louis Riel to corne
and iead tliem. and it was plain that
tl'(v were wickedly intent upon mis-
(hlief. Tlheir forces were being sweiled
dIaily by the arrivai of fresh bands of
brceds and Indivis froin varions parts
of the Territories, from Manitoba. and
from over the ýboundary. The whites
w re uneasv and suspicious, and had
ný fl:inv place,; organi7ed voltunfeer

(e .in sorne cases merey as a mat-
te- of urecantion, in othlets to protect
ilinsetves3 from prowling bands oi
marauiders. Farmers stablied ail tlieir
tcsk before going to bed. lgt the dogs

hC -e, and slept 'vitb their rifles stand-
ing_ against the wail beside ttemn.

l'ie suni was setting at the close of
at I,rî gîit prim-e daV, and irely it
ne' er looked irpin a scenle of greater
i emxtv. of more awe-inspirinig grand-
(iiF IJpOi ever V ite. ''to flic last
print of vision :id beyondi," staetclied
¶tlu vast, lindlaitinig prairie. j nst taking
on its niew garmrent of varicd green.
i le farrl-bousle>ý standing far apart ini
t\( itr be-, on(- on eaiclbsidic of!ftic
inoit. were a sc rne o! bus1,tlîng activitv,

'i ' sioe r hclb;rg nrepa-rCl.
o , fleic stock. paniting from tlieir

h adv rrn iun tie long pasýtire-pathi.
ll r ein g siut inp, and the farinirs,

viriib Iitchlin g frnm plow or seeder.
'i itaex os rain xva<; hegînniîng

t istronit'11111(l tfli l'ckness o! tlic
'o \v l 1 (1 F rth inrth t'ivflhc
t snrrcliuL-d; hv rivshes and lx11il

c I Ii thie sttin2 suri.
Tlue xwiter h receded from tthe o1l

t I1( 01à,ii< etseî h- txo no\ 515

i si t ¶ret ch (Jf silooth sand, x tIlî
1 aliîd thr tînxcliî , ()fillî.îto'

p 1,:"l 4lfT 1làtIikallv st eenelfr ii tU
e o! -iiî i he frm li
t il'-l i ero let t 1)o e fi tri c)a l miii

gi (ut r tI nittx1110 \t i r qhi

re 'nie id fn i.ti

il 1,'ii p* ( l , \' q Ilc(I t r

i i c IlIni A inIrt1 v it o

il Ill'e T 111 tp ;ili

111i i-_ iT _ l. ni--e \t t i-it

wculd give vent to an impatient ex-
chz mation and -e-commence his uneasy
pcing to and fro.

-le was a tati, strongly-built man,
w itb very bro-id shoulders and long

Li -. 1liscie ir. brown complexioni,
src-i'e o! a life speR~t in the open air,
a;i bis military cloak and authorita-

tive eye toki that hie had been accus-
ton ed to conmand. He was well
dre'.sed, and had a bright-re.d silId
kerchief knotted about his neck. This
taste for color -'nd the intense black-
îîess o! his eyes, rnight lead one to
suppo>se that li-e had French blood in
bis veins. He had a gun under his

-WILL HE EVER COME '!
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