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Mr. Thompson. __Well ‘even s0 ;- the mackerel have not changed then' habits, . ..
- Mr. Foster~1 thouorht th'lt they had.

Mr. Thomson

Mr. McLeod says :—

“Durmfr the ‘season. of ‘1852 there ~were from 460 to 470 American  vessels ‘in the Gulf——
mackerelers. In 1854, from 200 to 300 American vessels were fishing in the Bay of Chaleurs. In.
1855, from 200 to 300 in that quarter; probably 600 in the Gulf.’ They told me that there were about
600 inside of Canso, In 1856, about the usual number. . In 1857 the same; and up to 1862, about the
same thing; also in 1864, 1865, and 1866 the same. In 1867, there were from 300 to 400 inside-
the Bay Chaleurs. I have seen in 1867, 250 lying at anchor i in Port Damel Bay, and as many. more
at I’aspebmc on the same day, threc fourth Americans.” ‘

l\Il Plnhp Vrbert of l’erce, GasPe —

«Of late years few Umted States vessels Lave. vmted our district for macherel but I have seen
200.or 300 in sight at one time. ' Not more than four or five years ago I counted 167 from ‘my house.
1 have seen 300 in Bay Chaleurs and steaming up to Quebec ; have seén as many more on the way up.’
The average number from the Gut of Canso upwards I should put at not less than from 350 ‘to 400,
averaging scvent3 to seventy-fivetons. Skippers come ashore and are communicative ; in fact, in many-
instances they are interested in other vessels, and they look ‘after the catch, and can tell prettv well
what -it is. - There is no difficulty in arriving at 2 general estimate of the take of -boats.”

“ A vessel may come into Georzetown. “with 2 broken spar, and the captain state that there are
seventy—ﬁve vessels at the Magdalen Islands, another vessel would report ‘100 vessels in B'Ly Chaleurs
-—that is the only wayin w hich you ¢an fret at the number of \essels in the bay

Mr. Georde Harbour of Sandy Beach Gaspe — o

«Three hun(hed isabout the average. wae seen as mauy as ﬁfty at one time in the harbour In
1872 there were 1t least 300 szul »? , L o L

Mr. Wm. A annet of Gnﬁin s Cove, Gaspe —_

Lo Has been told by Amencan captams that there were 300 sometlmes,as luoh as 500 D1d not see
all that number- at. one tune, but has counted as many as smty odd sail ‘at one time ‘at Madeleme
R1ver” SRR ‘ e I AR o A

. The tcstlmony of Angus Grant, Port Hawkesbury, w111 be. found on page 180 I-le
says — -

« Flom 1854to 18.)6 avemge between oOO and 600 w1thm the bay Has seen 400 sml in"Port
Hood at a time.  The number increased from 1856 to 1869, and of  larger-tonnage. = Since 1869 down,”

~ 600 to 700 sail. “Quite & large fleet in 1873 ;*about 500 in 1874 not 8o, :many -in 1875; and- 1876
perhaps not quite half of that, This. year therc is quite a large feet coming. Has'seen them " coming.
every day. ' Lives on_ Strait of Canso, and - can. see. them cross 1 Averarre number of Umted States
codﬁslunrr fleet, from OO to 300 Sail” - : : S :

" Twant to see whether he owes the proportmn of the catches made mshore.
‘. M. Foster.~The bulk. ot your w1tnesses did so.::+ & SRR
- Mr. Thomson.——Yes, they did -do 'so. - Now, let’ me see whatsthe Amencaus state in:.
thelr own affidavits. . My leamed frxend Mr Foster, assumes the catch ‘taken’ 1nshore, for
the ] purpose of ‘argument, to be | one-thlrd ‘but T'am’ going to show you't ‘that a number-of
_his own afﬁdavrts (aﬂidawts which were made by.a. ‘number :of his’own ‘men), give | this’
catch as about’ one-half, interested as they were ;“some of our “witnesses' placed it at nine-
tenths, and ~consequently T thinkthat' this’ Commlssxon may fairly assume," thataf least
three—fourths of these. catches are. taken lnshore. MR ,
. T'will take affidavit - No. 201, contamed in Appendlx M
" "Mr. Foster—Read the. whole of it :
Mr ﬂomsow.:—lt runs a8, follow

“I Roderick McDonald of Low Pomt NS do declare and say on oathas follows —I am 11v1ng
at Low Pomt Inverness,. county Nova: Scotla am:over:thirty’years: old; have ‘beenz ﬁshmg iforabout’
" twelve years’ unt11 three; years ‘ago, whe knocLed ‘off, because; mackerel ‘was scarce inthe-bay ,and

o did not puy—The mackerel fishing’ has, much:; fallen: off -during , the: last’ ix -Or; 0 years—du;
. these'six.‘or seven years the's average yeatly- cafch. s riot ‘been ‘over Lalf. " what!'is. was’ elght or:te
- years ago-—during’ 'Somie: Séasons they will be’ ‘much’more off-the shore; at other seasons more’ mshor '
~ . during Tiot. weather they.will work imore off : shore=—the :best place: for inackerel:T: have'¢ ever.seé
. Bradley ‘Bank about twenty. miles ﬁom North :Cape,” Prince: Edward-Island=—sometimes the ‘Amencans
. when ‘mackerel is’ “plenty; will’ cateli abotit- two-thirds “of their’ entlr ‘catch’outside’a hn
. from’shore ;* but striking an’average I’ think that: durmg & séason wh ,'meckere 5 ple
- Wlll catch’about one half o tsrde and t the ‘hlf m31d "lme hree m11 § fr ]




