No. 44.

BILL.
[As passed by the Legislative Council.]

An Act to secure to Married Women certain separate
rights of property.

HEREAS the law of Upper Canada relating to the pro-
W perty of Married Women is frequently productive of.
great injustice, and it is highly desirable that amendments
should be 1: 1de therein for the better protection of their rights :
Therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent
of the Legislative Council and Assembly of Canada, enaets as
follows:

1. Every woman who shall marnry after the passing of this
Act without any marriage contract or settlement, shall and may,
notwithstanding her coverture, have, hold and enjoy all her
personal property, whether belonging to her before masriage,
or acquired by her after marriage, and also all her personal
carnings and any acquisitions therefrom, frec from the debts
and obligations of her husband and from his control or dispo-
sition without her consent, in as full and ample a manner as if
she continucd sole and unmarried, any law, usage or custom
to the contrary notwithstanding ; provided that this clause shall
not extend 1o any property received by a married woman from
her hushand during coverture.

2. Every woman alrcady married without any marriage
contract or scitlement, shall and may, from and after the pass-
ing of this Act, notwithstanding her coverture, have, hold and
enjoy all her ‘Personal property not already reduced into the
posscssion of her husband, whether belonging to her before
marriage or acquired by her after marriage, and also all her
personal carnings and any acquisitions therefrom not alrea-
dy reduced into the possession of her husband, free from his
debts and obligations contracted after the passing of this Aect,
and from his control or disposition without her consent, in as
{ull and amplc 2 manner as if she were sole and anmarried ;
any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwithstanding.

8. Provided always that nothing herein contained shall be
construed to protect the property of a married woman from
seizure and saﬁ: on any exccution against her husband for her
torts; and in such casc, execution shall first be levied on her
scparate property.



