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A Monsigur 'W. McDougALL.

W MONsIEUR,——Le Comité National des Métis de la Riviere Rouge intime & Monsisur
Tiss; ¢Dougall T'ordre de ne pas entrer sur le Territoire du Nord-Ouest sans une per-
Slon spéciale de ce Comité.
Par ordre du Président, JonN Bruce,

Dats 3 Lovuts RieL, Secrétaire.
até & St. Norbert, Riviére Rouge.
Ce 21e jour d’'Octobre, 1869.

[F) —

‘WEDNESDAY, 27th October. 1869,
Noox.

of Rg&vs‘: Just returned from a visit to the lower part of the settlement on the west side
River, having left yesterday afternoen.
Called upon Mr. * * and Mr.' * *  and others.
gene m the conversations had with these different gentlemen, I am s:f,tisﬁed that the
th ral disposition is in favor of receiving the incoming Government with respect, but
€re 18 no enthusiasm.
Sta Tha.: ?t{:litude of the English-speaking portion of the eolony, may, I think, be fairly
i Oilows :— . .
Mr. i Y say : We feel a disposition to extend a sineere welcome to the Honorable
* AeDougall, as the gentleman who has been selected for our future Governor.
Such © Tegret sincerely that the good name of the colony should be prejudiced by any
2ction as that we are told is contemplated by a portion of the French half-breeds.
be © consider it a most outrageous proceeding on their part, and one that we would
8ad to see, if possible, put a stop to. At the same time, should an appeal to arms be
our o Iy, we could hardly justify ourselves in epgaging in a conflict, which would be, in
we Plnion, certain to resolve itself into one of nationalities and religions, and of which
could hardly, at present, see the termination. :
ment © feel this way : We feel confidence in the future administration of the Govern-
in of thig country under Canadian rule ; at the same time, we have not been consulted
ALY Way ag g people, in entering into the Dominion. L
consy] & character of the new Government has been settled in Canada, without our being
200d gros We are prepared to accept it respectfully, to obey.the _laws, and to become
With subjects : but when ydu present to us the issue of a conflict with the French ,
Ro Whom we have hitherto lived in friendship, backed up, as they would be, by the
‘ themax-l C&th'olic Church, which appears probable by the course at present being taken by
and Priests, in which conflict it is almost certain the aid of the Indians would be invoked,
th Berh?RS obtained by that party, we feel disinclined to enter upon it, and think that
o omninion should assure the responsibility of establishing amongst us what it, and it
ne, has decided upon.
to t the same time, we are ready—should the Council make an appeal to the settlement,
megze\rent the gross outrage contemplated—by a large mounted deputation, unarmed, to
re ?nd escort the Honorable William McDougall to Winnipeg ; and thus show to the
o e party, now in arms, that the English-speaking portion of the colony is entirely
PPosed to the present threatening movement by a portion of the French half-breeds,—we

1 ch%rfully and promptly respond to the call.

hi

1



