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54. THF' CANADIAN BIOG'R{PIII(‘IL DICTION.ARY.

leways Commltt.ees for several sessxons, and at a time when the incorporation of further
nulway\ Was umntly insisted upon by mumcxpahms which had been placed at a disadvantage
by the undue discrimination of existing railways, and the necessxt_y for extended - railroad
ﬁm_lltms; as Attorney-General, from December 20, 1871, till October.:lo! 1872, when he

“became Provincial Treasurer, he introduced vigor into the whole administration of justice, and
-in Pavlimnent, was entrusted by Mr. Blake with the consolidation of the whole Municipal

Law, His successful amm:rement of it, has rendered it accmlblc, .to, and mtellmbk by, all
who have occasion to . refer to it, which means every -tax-payer in the Province. As Pro-

vincial Treasurer, from October, 1872, till May, 1877, Mr. rook\ had the difficult duty of

considering the grants of aid to the different railways, and the grounds which would entitle

_them to be recommended.  He was' always able to slnow in his hmmcml statements, from 1873

to 1877, a large surplus. of assets of the Province over its lu\lnht.wa of more than five mllhom
of dollars. - : S . : -
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W hen he became Minister of Education in addition to holding the oftice of Treasurer, his

|\\-rmn\llnhtles were not only increased, but the amount of work discharged by ]mn porsonully =
was more than doubled.  However much the I’mvmcxal Educational \}.xtem hjid been milt up

by the Chief Supermundent, Dr. Ryel\on Mzr. Crooks, in his review of its poutwn soon became

convinced that the svstem was in untent neeld of further lmprovement_in many essential

points ; in tho confmed state of the law and regulations, and in their rigid application ; in the -
inferior text-books” and qualifications of techers ; in the Normal Schools not sufficiently ful~ -

tilling their special objects as training schools for t«.achex and in their uonbequent costliness

to the Provinee ; also i in_the too centralized mlmml\tmtmn at Turonto and dictation of County

'In\poctox\. Before the end of 1877 much of this was remedied, and beneficial prowress has

:\ttuuled the admnmtmtmn of educational affairs up to the present, thh the ~reneml approval

nf those Who are cogversant with the subject ; and the mcrea,\ed Lthuanv of hoth Public and
High Schools is universally admitted. 4 ' ‘ , ’ -

- The liberad and advanced views held by \[r mok can lw |ud~rcd h'om lus Muchamcs

Licn Act; the Act which enabled macried women to hold property. in their own nwht andas if -

settled to tlxctr sepant,(, use ; the Liquor License Act, .u‘copmlslq, to both liquor dealers and

prohibitionists, and other acts atfecting the social well-being of the ponple of the vamcc now

" to be-found in the Revised Statutes, and shu\\mw ln\ work as a le"'l\].lt\)l‘ He takes a d!.(‘ldul

stand on the question of Provmual autononly as against a Legislative union and favors the

view that, in the interest of the whole of Canada, confulemtmn ean he made -more acceptabh.

aned suecessful, i the limits of vamcml Jul‘mh@xgn were t,xtcmlwl, and thuse of the General

Governwent wore confined to that class of subjects which, from gheir generality, must

: mu.smnly be mnumttcd to some central Joint authnnbv He tlunl\a Legistative Umou \vould

©give a deadly l\lu\v to’ pmwm\s in the future.

P

- A




