THE

FUR HUNTERS OF THE FAR WEST.

CHAPTER X.

The Snake country—MDonald’s trip—Arrival of Mr. Dease—
Leave fort Nez Percés—Reach the Rocky Mountains—Governor
Simpson’s communication—MDonald’s return — Preparations
for the -Snake country—Cross purposes — Disappointments—
Leave Spokane House—The medley—History of the fifty-five—
General remarks—Departure of the expedition—Game scarce—
Mr. Howe in 1810—Iroquois singing hymns—Their plans—New
regulations—Comparison between large and small rifiles— Hunt-
ing regulations—Delegates appointed— Hell’s Gates—Remarks—
Difficulties— New route—Wild horses—Game—Piegans—Iro-
quois desert—A hard ride—The deserters surprised—Six Nez
Percés—Rams’ horns a curiosity—Indian legend—Gloomy ac-
counts of the road. The valley of troubles—Parties in search of
a pass—Prospects more and more gloomy—The discovering
party—Wandering Snakes— Their dress—Alarm—The party
under arms—Nez Percés—Surmises—Iroquois caught in their
own trap—Indian reports—Nez Percés off—Conduct of the
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