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PREFACE.

Ix the course of the Cabinet Library, it is proposed to give
three volumes upon the Aborigines of North America, to con-
sist of the present volume, entitled Celebrated Indians of North
America, with one upon their Manners and Customs, and one
upon their History.

The general object of these works will be to make the reader
familiar with the real character and genius-of that remarkable
and peculiar race of men, which, however divided into various
tribes and nations, are still of one lineage, and were the mas-
ters of the American continent—the lords of the New World,
in its entire length and breadth—when it was discovered by
Columbus.

There are several reasons why this subject has not been
well understood. The congquerors and spoilers’af America had
strong motives for first hating, and then defaming, the Abo-
rigines. Cortez yearned for the wealth of Mexico, and, to
obtain it, he must slaughter millions of the people, and enslave
the rest. Having done this, he would naturally seek to justify
his conduct to his own conscience and the world at large, by
representing them in the most degrading and revolting colors.
Pizarro would have the gold and silver of Peru, and, to cover up

the atrocities he committed in obtaining it, must represent the
people he betrayed and butchered, as ungodly heathen, whom
it was not only lawful, but praiseworthy, to sweep from the
face of the earth.
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