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HON. E. J. FLYNN.

For sonae time past hints have been
Aung out, by the Quebec Daily Telegraph,
and the Daily Witness' Quebec corres-

pondent, thiat the Hon. Mr.Flynn was to
retire from political life and succeed the
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
These rurnors and remarks have been
finally settled by the honorable gentie-
inan giving, personally, a fiat denial toi
them. The niatter being now understood,
we need not refer any further to the pro-
babilities or possibilities aof what the Com-
missionerof Crown Landa mightor might
not do in the future: siffice for our pre-
sent purpose ta state that Hon. Mr.Flynn
in the last man, not only in this Province
Fut in ail Canada, that we would wisl to
sece disappear from the istage of active
public life. For this Our reasons are1
many; a few of them we will give. But
before so doing we desire to call special
attention to the significance of such ru-
mors and hints wlhen coming from the
Quebec Da.ily Telegraph, and especially
frnm the correspondent of the Daily
Witness.

These two <irgans are most deadly op-
posed ta the Governanent af which Hon.
Mr. Flynn is a memuber ; ad as it is a
well-asdnitteid fact that the Commissioner
o'f Crowa Lands is ne of the most ablo
men in the whole Piovince, and certainly
the clevereat and inost experienced ad-
ninistrato.r in thle present administra-

t ion, it in vury natural that these news-
ahLpers would be overjoy ed to learn of his
rfirement from the Guvernment. It
wtuld be ait once a severe blow ta the
party in power and a matter of congratu-
latiout for the Telegraph and Witnees.
Hy starting Lthese rumors, fron Lime to
t me, it is expected ihat eventuailly some
ne will catch on to the scheme, rand the
result nay be-what is au niachli desired
-a moveniet in the direction indicated.
The Quebec irgan pretendis to b4 inter-
ested in tlae welfar fniIrish Cathlirs,
and it pretenada tha«t Ma-. Hachett wofhîl
be a more national rreprcsentut.ive than
Hion. Mr. Flynn, espîeciahlly boectamiae the
latter bas had a Frerich training, and
sieaks that lauguage asa well, if it haet-
ter, than lue does the Eiaglisb. The Daily
Witnaess cannot claim tri have any inter-
ùet in Irish Catholics, beyond a pretty
maraked one in their destruction,, yet -
t.hrough i ts Quebec correspondent-is of
the same opinion as the -other sheet. It
is evident that both row in the same boat
as far na politics are concerried. With
that we have nothing to do; but we have
something Lo say wben there is a ques-
tion cof j.itice to a r:, religionist and a
fel1l, w-countitiyaI.

Whaaitsoever we deei proler to say re-
garding Hon. Mr, Flynn, we wish it ta

be thoronghly understood that in no way
doe it detract from the merit and
claims of any other person. We under.
stand that Mr. Hackett is a most estim-
able gentleman, a clever taclician, an
able speaker and a sound patriot, as well
as a good Catholic; nothing would please
us more than to see him promoted and to
know that he occupied a aphere of use-
fulness equal ta his abilities-both for
his own and for his fellow-country-
men's intereate. But that recognition in
no way should necessitate the loss that
we, in this Province, would sustain were
the Hon. Mr. Flynn to retire fron publie
life. And if such were the condition, we
would never agree to the change. In
every acceptation of the term, Hon. Mr.
Flynn is one of the moet able, if not the
moti able man in this Proviuce to-day.
This is not said in the language of flat-
tery, nor is it a mere idle statement ; all
who know that gentleman intimately
can vouch for the truth of what we ad-
vance; all who know binm nerely as a
public man cannot fail to recognize the
sane. That petty objection, that could
only emanate fron a narrow nind, that
Hon. Mr. Flynn is more French than
Irish, is easily disposed of and we pro-
ceed to settle it before looking at the
more serious side of the question.

Like most of us, who were not born in
Ireland, Hon. Mr. Flynn comes fromi ain
honoriable and a thoroughly Celtie stock.
He was born in Canada, and is an Trish.
Canadian in all the meaning of the term.
He received a thorough training in our
best educational institutions ; his associa-
tions have been more French than Eng-
lish, and his familiaiity with that lan-
guage is sonething excepional in itsi
depth and exactness. But il the langu-
age is ta be the test, then we say thar
historically, by associations Of the past,
both here and in the Old Land, the
French language is more closely allied
ta the Irish than ever could the English
he. The Celtie tongue alone is that of
the Irishman. He was cimpelled to
lcarn the English at the point io theit
bayonet ; the French he iearned through
happiier relations with the people of tiait
gl -rioaus and sunny land. The Mc
Mahons, O'Neill, and Kelys of France
to-day are none the less Irish because
they speak very imperfectly the iangu-
age of the Saxon; the O'Dîninells of
Spatin are certainly not less Celtic be-
cause they don't understand a word of
English. Frar.-e gave refuge to their
ancestors when flyiing from the persecu-
tions inflicted upon upon them by Eng-
land. It was Irish and French that
blended in the cheer of victory at Fonte-
noy; no English was spoken around the
bivouac of triumph that night. lu our
own country. here on the banks of tho
St. Lawrence, tme O'Briens, O'Neills,
Donnellys, Fit spatricks, Frasers, Honanî,
McMilana, McCarthys, ual h<sts of
uthers are ta t ,whit less Irish, rior i
tihir Celtic bloodl less pur. becauuse
they speak imnperfect Eniglish, because
thiey talk in the laniguage ofthe French
Cantadian people wlo udcypted therm aï
infants when the. scarlet bird of fever
swooped dlown uipon thelaand an lef t
tlherm oilrpians in the days of that fearful
suciorge. Dealp down in tiheir souls is
the love of the land of their fatlers, and
tbat feeling is only intensitied-not
deadened-by the gratitude Lhey enter-
tain for their preservers in the days of
peril. Even then were it true thait a
man, auch an honor to our iace as is
.Hon. Mr. Flynn, were able to speak the
French with more fluency than the Eng-
lisb, the fact, would only add tr instead
of tahotrg fromn li claini to bua rirh
Catholic represe:ntativ. ut the con-
tention we hlold to be falzic we would
pity some of these criticsi were they cill-

ed upon ta cross suawrds in English with
the Commiasioner of Crown Lande.

Apart from this narrow way of deaing
with one who is looked upon as a politi.
cal opponent, we claim that the tower-
ing ability as well au the personal quali-
ties of Hon. Mr. Flynn challenge the
admiration end respect of every unpre-
judiced and fair-minded man in the Pro-
vince of Quebec. Leaving aside the
wonderful capaciLy for work and the ex-
traordinary administrative succeas which
have marked bis career as member of
the different goveinnhents aof whicb he
formed part, we can turn with legitimate
pride to the contemplation of those
iualities of mind and heart-the indeces

of character--which mark so conspicu-
ously hie individual personality. We
know of whom and whereof we speak.
During tbree years the writer occupied a
seat beneath Mr. Flynn's chair of Roman
Law in Laval, and never can memory
loe the impress of the grand thoughts,
noble ideas, Eloquent words, lofty prin-
ciples that fi,wed, day after day, from
the exhaustless fountain of his know-
ledge. The legal acnmen, the historical
erudition, the fund of anecdote and
illustration, all tended to impress upon
the young mind high ideals, and ta give
to the heart noble pulations. Watch-
ing hie career in after life, and gazing
down from the impartial eminence that
rises above the mist of political strilt.
we marked how faithfully and with
whatt skill ie put intco practice those
high principles which, as a professor, ho
inculcated. And throughuut all the
varied changes in a checkered career, we
noted how truly faithful he was to the
traditions of the Irish race, ta the Faith
of our fathers and to the principles of our
people. Ii harmony with every move-
ment that tended tuwards the ameliora-
tion of the country' condition, with
every effort put forth ta carry ta a suc-
cessfu] issue the cause of the old land,
he, at the same time, preached patriot-
i-m by his example, and in bis grand
talents, bis great perseveranoe and suc-
ces, lie stood forth upon the stage of our
provincial affairs, an honor to his race,
and oje whom every lrish Cattlaolic could
be proud to claim as hie national repre-
sentative. This humble but, sincere tri-
bute we pay ta one whose kinduess we
earned to appreciate, whose talents we
were obliged to admire in days that are
gone. The intervening years brought
him public honors and triumpbs which
redouind ta the credit of our race in this
Province; the future, we hope, will oinly
afford hini juller oppoitunities of serving
the cause of his Irish Catholie fellow-
couintrymen to all the extent that hii
beart would so ardently desire.

SHAKESPERE.

As is generally known, Mr. Keerne, the
American tragedian, plays a series of
Shakesapere's msterpieces clring the
conra'a of this week. The fact of his
presence here recalled tu atir ruind an
idea, regarding Shakespere and his works
ihat we had oftena int4zided expreasing.
Here is anr ip)lortliIlty. T'lhere perhaps
never livedi a write: ihiioe vork-s have
been nore popular thatr Shakspere's ;
and what is botter stil, theybse none
of their attraction with th e la.se of
yecars. It m-ay aIso be said that no other
puet hir bcen criticised as ha tthe Bard
of Avon. lis naae is upon every lip
and his woirks have become pre-
emimently classic. Yet, how manry
speak cf Shakespere wbo have never
-read ona -of his playa from prologue to
epilogue; how- mrrany cominent uporn
him aand yct tiavoi never studieod ne of
bis chiarators; low many n-> iaato en-
thusiisimalt the mrere nrtion of ai
Shakesperean trogsdy, and hybo never

witnested the presentation or any of his
works by a real actor and upon a pro.
perly arranged stage! How many
Tons of thousands I

We claim that, no persan, except a

Booth, a King or a Keene, men who
have made a life-study of Shakesperés
characters, cean posibly fully appreciate
these sublime and almost miraculous
tragedies. I is in vain that you take a

volume of Shakespere and ait downî t.

study and fathom it; you arise with a

confusion of phrases and happy quota-
tions, with a general idea of the tread of

some particular play: but you bave

failed utterly to compzlend and ta ap-
preciate the genius of the work. Why
sot We have often asked onrselves this
question, and as often have we found
but ane aniwer. Because the wurks i
Shakespere were not, like those of Miltojn
or other pocte, made to be reaid in the
quiet of the study. thuy were created
expressly to be represented on the stage.
Shakespere's tragedies are not to be read,
they are to ie beard and neen. In that
appears to un the real evidence oftthe
great author's dramatic genitis. Yuu

may have studied Hamilet for years, and

unlesa you sa% it on the hoanlis and by

first class actors, you failed to perceive
the million beauties in that one work:
but the moment you behold it in the
theatre, interpreted by a sound, atudiot.
and real tragedian, the revelation is

something indescribable, something as.
tounding. Go and hear Othello; then
return ta your study and take up the
volume; as you peruse it every minute
perfection flashes before you, conjured

Up by the magic wanad of nenory. For
these reasons, and many o'hers that we
have not space to develop, we conclude
that the best evidence of Shakespere's
dramatic genius is the fact that his
plays must be seen and heard before
they can be properly fathorned in ordi-
nary study.

JULES FERRY.

"Jules Ferry has been unezpctedly
elected President of the French Senae!"
"Jules Ferry lias unexptctedly died !"
Scarcely had the former of these sent-
ences been read, when the latter one
was flashed across the wires. He was
one of the very worst enemies of the
Church in France. He secured the per-
secution and suppression of Religius
orders in Fiance, and i drove Gud from
the schools of the country. So unjust
and extravagant were siome of his iea-

urt s that even Gambetta was opposed
to thcnm. As the Philadelphia Standard
says : " If to irain up children to be in-
fidels, to banieh Christian teachers, close
up Christian schools, suppress Religious
Orders be reforma, then Jules Ferry was
a reformer."

Bad as this nan's political career has
beeu, still he cut a prominent figure il,
the aîffaiîrs of France during the past
fifteen years, and bis nanie wili bu re-
corned upon the list of her samtesImen.

His li le, and above all, his death, should
certainly deserve a passing5 notice. Dur-
ing Mr. Grevy's first termu, in 1879, Mr.
Fery wîas Miniter of Education, and in1
Lhlat year he introduced his aibominable
Education Bill. T-is proposai aroused
the hostility f french Catholics and
ev rything possible wais done to defeat
tbe neasure. ft pa.ed the Chamber of
Deputies, but was rEjected by the Senate
on account of the seventh Article, wbich
was specially direcied aganat the Jesuits
and other religious bodies. In 1880,
under the Premiersbip- of Mr. de Frey-
cinet, L1ui.s cliuse was again inserted in
Ferry's Edueaat ion .Bill; but once more

it was rejteted by the Senate. IL wa1s
then it.bt the Miniistry-at Ferry's sug-
gestionl-revived some obsolete lawes, andl


