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HON. E. J. FLYNN.

For some time past hints have been
Aung out, by the Quebec Daily Telegraph,
and the Daily Witness’ Quebec corres-
pondent, thut the Hon. Mr. Flynn was to
retire from political life and succeed the
Superintendent of Public Imstruction.
These rumors and remarks have been
finally settled by the honorable gentle:
man giving, personally, & flat denial to
them. The matter being now understood,
we need not refer any further to the pro-
babilities or possibilities of what the Com-
missioner of Crown Lands might or might
not do in the fature: suffice for our pre-
sent purpuse tostate that Hon. Mr. Flynn
is the last man, not only in this Province
but in all Canads, that we would wish to
see disappesr from the stage of active
public life. For this our reasons are
many ; & few of them we will give. But
before 8o doing we desire to call special
attention to the significance of such ru-
mors and hints when coming from the
Quebec Daily Telegraph, and especially
from the correspondent of the Duily
Witness.

Thess two orpung are most deadly op-
pased to the Government of which Hon,
Mr. Flynnis a member ; and as it is o
welladmitted fact that the Commissioner
uf Crowu Lands is one of the most ablo
men in the whule Province, and certainly
the cleverest and most experienced ad-
ministrator in the present ndministra-
tion, it is vary natural that these news-
pmpers would be overjoyed to learn of hia
retitemant from the Government. It
wiuld be at once a severe blow to the
party in power and a maltter of congratu-
latiou for the Telegraph and Witne:s.
By stariing these rumors, frown time to
time, it is expected that eventunliy some
one will eatch on to the scheme, und the
result niay be—what is 80 much desired
—amovement in thoe direction indicated.
'The Quebec organ pretunds to he inter-
ested in the welfare of Irish Catholics,
and it pretends that My, Hackett wouldl
he & more national represeptative thnn
Hon. Mr. Flynn, especially becunse the
latter has had a French training, and
speaks thut language as well, if nub bet-
ter, than he dues the Enghish. The Duily
Witness connot claim to have any inter-
est in Irish Catholics, beyond a pretiy
marked one in their destruction, yet i6—
through its Quebec correspondent—is of
the skame opinion as the other sheet. It
is evident that both row in the same boat
as far as politics are concerned. With
that we have nothing to do; hut we have
gamething to say when there is'a ques-
tion of justise to a co religionist and a
Cellow-countryman.

\Whantsuever we deem proper to 8ay re-
garding Hon. Mr, Flynn, we wish it to

be thoronghly understuod that in no way
does it detract from the merits and
claims of any other person. We under-
stand that Mr. Hackett is & most estim-
able gentleman, & clever tactician, an
able speaker and a sound patriot, as well
as a good Catholic; nothing would please
us more than to see him promoted and to
know that he occupied a sphere of use-
fulnees equal to his abilities—both for
hie own and for his fellow-country-
men's intereste. But that recognition in
no way should necessitate the loss that
we, in this Province, would sustain were
the Hon. Mr. Flynn to retire Irom public
life. Andif such were the coudition, we
would never agree to the change. In
every acceptation of the term, Hon. Mr.
Flynn is one of the most able, if not tke
most able man in this Proviuce to-day.
This is not said in the language of flat-
tery, nor is it a mere idle statement ; al}
who know that gentleman intimately
can vouch for the truth ot what we ad-
vance ; all who know him merely a8 2
public man cannot fail to recognize the
same. Thut pelty objection, that could
only emanate from a narrow mind, that
Hon. Mr. Fiynn is more French than
Irish, is easily disposed of and we pro-
cced to settle it before looking at the
more serious side of the question.

Like most of us, who were not born in
Ireland, Hon. Mr. Flynn comes from an
honorable and a thoroughly Celtic stock.
He was born in Canada, and is an Trish-
Canadian in 81l the meaning of the term.
He received a thorough training in our
best educational institutions ; his associa-
tions have been more French than Eng-
lish, and his familia:ity with that lan-
guage is something excepiional in its
depth and exactness. But if the Jangu-
age is to be the test, then we say that
historically, by assuciations of the past,
both here and in the Old Land, the
French language is more closely allied
to the Irish than ever could the English
be. The Celtic tongue slone is that of
the Irishman. He was compelled to
learn the English at the paint of thu
bayunet; the French he learned through
bappier relations with the pecple of that
gl rivus and sunny land. The Me
Mahons, O'Neills, and Kaeilys of France
to-day are none the less lri=h because
they speak very imperlectly the langu-
age of the Saxon; the O'D.nnells ol
Spuin are certainly not less Celiic be-
cause Lhey don’t understand n word of
English. Frar-e gave refuge to their
ancestors when flylug from the persecu-
tions iuflicted upun upon them by Eng-
land. It was Irish and French that
blended in the cheer of victory at Fonte-
noy ; no English was spoken wuround tho
bivousc of trinmph that night. In our
own country, here on the banks of thu
St. Lawrence, tbe O'Briens, O'Neillg,
Donnellys, Fitzpatricks, Frasers, Honuang,
McMilians, McCurthys, and hests of
others are not i whit lesd [frish, nor i
their Celtic blood less purs, becuuse
they spenk imperfect English, hecauso
thiey tulk in the language ufthe French.
Canadian people who adopted Lhem a3
infants when the »scarlet bird of fever
swooped down npon the land and left
them orphans in the days of that fearful
geourge. Deep down in their souls is
the lave of the lund of their futhers, and
that feeling is  ooly intensitied—not
deadened—by the gratitude they enter-
tain for their preservers in the days of
perii. Even then were .it true that a
man, such an honur to our race as is
.Hon. Mr, Fiynn, were able to speak the
French with more fluency than the Eng-
lish, the fact wounld only add tn instead
of taking [rom his claim to be an rish-
Cutholic representative. But the con-
tention we lold to be false; we would

pity some of these critics were they oall-

ed upon to cross swerds in English with
the Commisssioner of Crown Lands.

Apart from this narrow way of dealing
with one who is looked upon as a politi-
cal opponent, we claim that the tower
ing ability as well as the persopal quali-
ties of Hon. Mr. Flynn challenge the
admiration snd respect of every unpre
judiced and fair-minded man in the Pro-
vince of Quebec. Leaving aside the
wonderful capacity for work and the ex-
traordinary administrative success which
have marked his career as member of
the different goveinments of which he
formed part, we can turn with legitimate
pride to the contemplation of those
qualities of mind and heart—the indeces
of character—which mark so conspicu-
ously his individual personality. We
know of whom und whereof we speak.
During three years the writer occupieda
seat beneath Mr. Flynn’s chair of Roman
Law in Laval, and uever can memory
lose the impress of the grand thoughts,
noble ideas, eloquent words, lofty prin-
ciples that fiwed, day after day, from
the exhaustleas fountain of his know-
ledge. The legal acumen, the bhistorical
erudition, the fund of anecdote mnd
illustration, all tended to impress npon
the young mind high idesls, and to give
to the heart noble pulsalions. Watch-
ing his career ir after life, and gazing
down from the impartial eminence that
rises above the mists of political strile.
we marked how faithfally and with
what skill he put into practice those
high principles which, us a professor, he
inculcated. And throoghout all the
varied cbanges in a checkered career, we
noted how truly faithful he was to the
traditions of the Irish race, to the Fuith
of our fathers and to the principles of our
people. In harmony with every move-
ment that tended towards the ameliora-
tion of the country’s condition, with
every effort put forth to carry to a sue-
cessful issue the cause of the old Jand,
he, at the same time, preached patriot-
im by his example, and in his grand
talents, his great perseveranoce and suc-
cess, he stood forth upon the stage of vur
provincial affdirs, an honor to his race,
and oue whum every Triah Catholic cuuld
be proud to claim a8 his national repre-
senlative. This humble but sincere tri-
bute we pay to one whose kindness we
leurned to appreciate, whose talents we
were obliged to admire in days that are
gone. The intervening years brought
him public honors anid triumphs which
redound to the credit of our race in this
Province ; the future, we hope, will only
afford him tuller opportnities of serving
the cause of his Irish Catholie fellow-
countrymen to all the extent that hij
heart would so ardently desire.

SHAKESPERE.

As 13 generally known, Mr, Keene, the
American tragediun, plays & series of
Shakespere’s muslerpieces during the
contga of this week. Thne fict of his
preaence here recalled 1o our mind an
iden regarding Shukespere and his works
thut we bad often inteaded expressing,
Here ix an opportunity.  There perhaps
never lived s writer whose works havy
been more popular than Shakespere's;
and what is better still, they lose none
of their attraction with the lupse of
years. Jt may also be suid thay no other
puet hus been criticised as has the Bard
of Avon. His nwwe is upon every lip
and his works ‘bavée become pro-
eminently classic.  Yet how wauy
gpeak of Shakespere who have never
.read onc.of his plays from prologue to
epilogue; how - many comineut upon
him and yct bave never studied one of
his characters; how many g into en-
thusinsmr ot the mere mengion of a

Shakesperean tragedy, and wba never

witnessed the presentation of any of his
works by a real actor and upon a pru-
perly arranged stage! How many?
Tens of thousands!

We claim that no person, except a
Booth, a King or a Keene, men who
have made a lifestudy of Shakespere's
characters, can possibly fully appreciate
these sublime and almost miraculous
tragedies. It is in vain that you take a
volume of Shakespere and sit down to
study and fathom it; you arise with »
confusion of phrases and happy quots-
tions, with a general idea of the tread of
some particular play: but you have
failed utterly tv comprchend and to ap-
preciate the genius of the work. Why
80! We have often asked onrselves this
question, and as often have we found
but one answer. Because the works of
Shakespcre were not, like those of Milton
or other pocts, made to be read in the
quict of the study: thuy were created
expressly to be represcnted on the stage.
Shakespere's tragedies are not to be read,
they are to be heand and seen. In that
appears to us the real evidence of the
great auther’s dramatic genius. You
mwy have siudied Hamlet for years, and
unless you saw it on the hoanls und by
first class actors, you failed to perceive
the million beauties in that one work:
but the moment you bebold it in the
theatre, interpreted by a sound, stndious
and 1eal tragedian, the revelation is
something indcscribable, something as-
tounding. Go sand lLear Otheilo; tben
return to your study and take up the
volume; 4s yau peruse it every minute
perfection flashes before you, conjured
up by the magic wand of memory. For
these reasons, and many others that we
have not space to develop, we conclude
that the best evidence of Shakespere's
dramatic genius is the fact that his
plays must be seen and heard beiore
they can be properly tathomed in ordi-
pary stady.

e——
JULES FERRY.

—

“ Jules Ferry has been unexpectedly
elected President of the French Senate!”
“Jules Ferry has unexpectedly died !
Scarcely had the former of these sent-
ences bevn read, when the latter one
was flushed acruss the wires. He wan
one of the very worst enemies of the
Church in France. He secured the per-
gecution und suppressivn of Religious
orders in Fiance, aud he drove God from
the schools of the country. So unjust
and extravagant were some of his meu-
sures that even Gambetta wus opposed
to thami.  As the Philadelphia Standard
says: ‘I to train up children to Le in-
fidels, to banish Christian teachers, close
up Christian schools, suppress Religious
Orders be reforms, then Jules Ferry was
u reformer.”

Bad as this man’s political career has
beep, still he cut & prominent figure iu
the affuirs of France during the past
fifteen years, and his name will Ly re-
conled upon tbe list of ber statesmon.
His life, and above all, his death, should
certainly deserve & passing notice. Dur-
ing Mr. Grevy’s first term, in 1379, Mr.
Feiry wias Minister of Educalivn, and 11
that year he introdunced his abowminable
Fducativn Bill. His propusal aroused
the hostility of rrench Cutholics and
everything possible was done to defeat
the measure. [t passed the Chumber of
Deputies, but was rejected by the Senate
on account of Lhe seventh Article, which
was specially directed ngainst the Jesaits
and other religious bodies. In 1850,
under the Premiership- of Mr. de Frey-
cinet, this clause was aguin inserted in
Ferry's Fdueation Bill; but ovce wore
it was rejected by the Senate. It was
then that the Ministry—at Ferry’s sug-
gestion—revived srme obsolete laws, and



