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MR. GLADITONE ON BOOK
OOLLEOTINO.

T IIE following letter has just been made
public in The London Academy ;

" llawarden, September9, 1896.
Dear Mr. Quiaritch-rhie regiment of

book collectors stands in to need of recruits,
and even if its rinks vere thin I doubt if 1
am qualified to enlist. I have in my tiie
been a purchaser tu the extent Of about 35,-
ooo volunies, and I night therefore abide
a quantitative test, but, as I fear. no otier.
A book collector. as I conceive. ought to
possess the following six qualitications-ap-
petite, lcisure, weaith, knowlcdge, dicrim.
ination, and persevrance. Of thcse I have
only lad two, the first and the last. and
these are not the nost important. Restricted
visual power now imposes upon mc a serious
amount of disability, and, speaking gener-
ally, I have retired from the list of puirchas-
ers. I am gradually transferring the bulk
of my library to -the institution of St.
Deiniol's at this place which I hope ta suc-
ceed in founding. but i retain certain
branches for use and a few of what are to
ne treasures. though you would. I appre-
hend, refuse tu most of tiemî a place on
yourshelves.

" The oldest book I have-that is to sav,
the one longest in my possession-was pre-
sented to me personally by Mrs. Hannah
More. It is a copy of her 'Sacred Dranas,'
printed and givei ta me in 1815. Si years
ago. and was acconpaiied with a pretty in-
troductory sentence, of which I remember
only the first words. They were these .
• As you have just comre into this world, and
J an just going out of it, allow me'-and
so forth. .\ly purchases comnenced a few
vears after that time, and I have a variety
of books acquired at Eton. Among them is
a copy if Ir. ilaliam's * Con>titutional
Hi>tory. in quarto. presented to me by his
son, Arthur, the subject of • In Memoriam.'
and at that period ny dearest friend.

- Hook buyers oi the present day have
immense advantages in the extended accessi-
bility and cheapness of books, which.
whether in tht ancient or modern languages.
ought to be considered classical. I have a
copy of The Spectator. in eight volumes.
octavo, wbich cost ne £4. and i hold Scott's
potins in the small volumes at a sornewhat
larger price. These were both bought in
the ao's. The enormous development of
the secoid.hand book trade. and the public
spirit of many publishers, have also been
greatly in favor of book buyers.

-In one respect only they have lost
ground. and that is u regard ta bookbind-
ing. It is (as a general rule-i an not
complaining un rny case) imuch dearer than
it was yo tir So years back. and notwith-
standing abolitions of duty and enlarged

use of machinery, it is generally worse in
that vitally important particular, the easy
opening of a book. Our case contrasts very
favorably with cases such as those of France
and taly. (Vet, as I know, good plain
binding can still be had at reasonable
prices.) I showed lately to a friend my
copy of the original octavo edition of Scott's
carlier novels (down to 'Quentin Durward ')
in half morocco, with gilt tops. lie priced
the binding for to-day at 4s.- think rather
too high-but, when at Oxford. the binder
charged me two. As quantity has been my
strongest point, I may without offence refer
to it in coiparison with quality. An able
and learned person of our day bought for
his own use ao,oo volumes. They were
examined and valued for sale (which never
camne off) in London, antid it was predicted
that he would get for them Z3.,oo (query
£2.ooo?). or a little over as. a volume.
Nearly at the sane time a library of some-
what ovcr half the quantity. but rich in rar-
ities, brought (not at auction) about £6 a
volume.

--Though, as I have said, a beggarly
collector, I have had a few specialties. One
i will mention. I accumulated more than

30 distinct rifacciamenti of the Book of
Common Prayer' 'Many of these had pre-
faces which commonly ran to this effect :
*The lrayer Book is excellent, but it has
some blemishes ; let them be removed, and

it will find universal acceptance. . r
ingly I have perforred this operation, and
I now give the restored lrayer Boolk u, the
world.' But I have never obtained, and
have never scen, a second edition of aî,# one

of these productions. I greatly doubt
whether they have usually paidthe pimner's
bills.

" Book.collecting nay have its quirk> and
eccentricities, but, on the whole, it ls a
vitalising element in a society honeycombed
by several sources of corruption. 'My apol.
ogy for the poor part 1 have played in it is
that it could only have the odds and ends-.-
the dregs and leavings-of my tine, and
accordingly 1 ar aware that the report
which 1 send you is a very incagre one. To
mend it a little, I give to this pursuit in all
its walks, fron the highest (with which you
are of all men the most conversant) down.
wards, my heartiest good wishes, and
that I may not bc ungrateful. I will apprise
you that I still preserve among my most
select possessions the beautiful copy on vel-
lum of the Lyttleton-Gladstone translation
which you were so good as to present to me.

I remain, very faithfully yours.

. W. E. GI.Asron.

"B. Quaritch, Esq."

Samuel Flenty, stationery, Palmerston,
Ont., is dead.
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Rubber Balls a Rubber Balls
. . . A Reliable Brand ...

PERFECT RUBBER

PERFECT INFLATION
No bad stock or inferior goods.

The "Antelope Brand " grey or painted in ail sizes.

The "Aeme Brand" cloth and silver assorted patterns, fancy and attractive

The World Brand" 334 in. and 5 in. balls with Map of the World em-
bossed on them.

Walt and see our Samples. Wc also carry the " Phenix Brand.

The Copp, Clark Co., Ltd., - Toronto.

GUARANTEED....


