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The Tea Situnation.

The Grocers Guzette of London, of February
11, says there is an easier market in China tea.
¢ The two or threo breaks of black leaf offered
at auction were bought in, the bulk of the tea
printed consisting mostly of new makers and
Capers, the former selling down to 53d per 1b,,
and the latter at 5d per lb. There has been
more common tea offered privately, and a good
quauntity of Kaisow down to 53d per 1b. has
been on the market. Quality, however, is very
low, and we do not hear of much busicess in
them. Green teas passed with fair spirit, thers
being evidently some good orders in. The ter-
minal market opened very flat, but hardened
up towards the close, March aud April selling
at 63 8.161. In India tes the week opened
with a very flat tone, and prices for alinost all
grades went back., Quality of some of the
Shuchongs and Pckoe Souchongs was very poor,
aad this led to quotutions of 74 and 74d per 1b.
but useful tea was making 8d per 1b. Pekoes
agrin went easier, and teas with woaderful
styls coald bo boughtat 84 and 8% per b, Fioer
grades of tea sold worse than ever, and over 1s
per 1b. a large p-oportion was again taken out.
That there is little belief in any permanent de-
pression is shown by the fact that towards the
end of the week there has beecn a decided ia-
clination to cone in at the drap, anl both at
Wednesday's and Thuriday’s auctions it was
very avident that the late low rates had began
to attract gooeral attection. Tne extraordinary
feature of the late fail is that thero never was,
ay far as can be seen, less reason for a knock
out, as the position of Indian tea—on paper, ut
any rate—looks most satisfactory, aud we shall
be much surprised if this week’s rates do not
prove to be about the lowest seen for soms time
to como, Holdors of tea evidently thiok so too,
as they are not anxious sellers, excopt whereo

thoy can got their priced bid, Tippy teas are
becoming very scarco, and, as wo hear that a
largo busineas has been dono in Ircland in fine
brokens, it is probablo that those grades will
shortly bo more enquired for. VFinest kinds
round sbout 23 per 1b aro wanted, but there is
now very little of this class coming forward io
auctions, and jt is impossible to follow carly
bought parcols cither as regards atylo or liquor.
Fine Darjeelings havo been in demand, and with
many gardens now printing their last of tho
season invoices, it is probable that theso teas
will bo dearar. Coylons gencrally have shown
a further falling off as regards quality, and with
a lot of brown.leafed poor liquoring kind on
offer thore weré again some lower quotations,
Souchong selling down to 61d por b, for com-
monest, while Pckous was to bo bought at 73d
perib.  Pokoes in the range of >4d to 9id per
Ib were showing wonderful valu. .nd broken
Pekaes, too, sold entirely in buyers’ favor, All
teas appeared to be well taken at tho easier
rates, Pekoe Souchongs being in most demand,
The average of prico was rather under last
week’s, the very small proportion of fino tea in-
cluded partly accounting for this. Blenders
and packers must have had rather a sickener of
the 1s per 1b and kindred mixtures for the past
few months, and it is much to be hoped that
the market will keep firm, if only to put a
check on the consumption of rubbish.”

British Buar&s of Trads.

The thirty third anoual meeting of the Asso-
ciation of Chambers of Commerce of the Uni-
ted Kiogdom will be leld at the ¢Whitehall
Rooms,” Hotel Metropole, Whitchall Place,
8.W., on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday,

the 2lst, 220d and 23rd@ March, 1893. Fol.
lowing are o few of the resolutions which
will be discussed :—

TrRaDE RevaTioNs with THE COLONIES,—
Proposed by the Birmingham Chamber—That
as in the opinion of this meeting the future
prosperity of British commerce must increas-
ingly depend on our commercial relations
with our colonies, and ra:ognizing the fact
that Cavnada has, by resolution of her Parlia-
ment, invited the mother country to enter
into an arrangement for reciprocally preforen-
tial duties, we hereby urge upon the Gov-
ernment the necessity of taking that ianvita-
tion into their immediate and most sorious
consideration, The resolution of the Caua.
dian Parliament is as follows:—*“That if and
when, the Parlinment of Grea: Britain and
Ireland admits Canadiae products to the mar-
kets of the United Kingdom upon more favor-
able terms than it accords to ths preducts of
foriga countries, the Parliament of Canada
will be prepared to accord corresponding agd-
vantages by a substantial reduction in the
duties which it imposes upon British manu-.
factured goods.”

4 zomevhat similar reselution is also propos.
ed by the diddlesborough chamber.

LANDLORD'S PREFERRNTIAL CLAIM FOR REXT,
—O0ldham Chamber—That the Executive Coun-
cil be again requested to take such steps as
they may deem most expedient to got tho
law of distress altered so as to give etfect to
the recommendations comprised in the reso-
lution passed at the last three anuual meot-
ings of the Association, which resolution was
a8 follows :~—*“It is the opinion of this Asso.
ciation that during recent yecars new condi:
tions have arisen in the conduct of certain
trades and maoufactures which cause the
landlord’s presont right of distress for rent to
operate most uujustly towards the tenant’s
other croditors. This Association thercfore
recommends (1) That landlords should not be
allowed to distress for rent ian advauce, nor
for more than twelvo months rent in arrear.
(2) That landlords should have power to dis-
train for reat of laud, tenements and heridita-
meonts only, but such pawer of distraint should
not oxtend to any sum contracted to be paid
for the supply of steam or other motive powor,

nor for tho hire of machitery, nor for any oth-
or sum other than for ront as hercinbefore de-
finod in this paragraph,”

Baxkrorroy Law.—Bradford Chamber —
That this Association viewe with eatisfaction
tho suggestions of tho Inspector-Goaneral in
Baokruptey in his recent report, that the
Baukruptey Courts should be enabled to deal
summarily with offences menticned in the
Dobtor's Act, nad is of opinion that the fuilure
to koep proper books of account aud the con-
tinuing to trade after clear knowledgo of in-
solvoncy should bo added to the offences so
dealt with, And that the Lxecutive be ac-
cordingly requested to take steps for promot-
ing or supportivg legislation in the directions
indicated. . .

DecinAnL  Sysyry.—Sunderland Chamber—
Tho Exocutive Council is requested to continuo
to uso overy meaus towards the furtheranco of
the adoption of a decimel system of coinage
and weights and measures in the United
Kingdom.

Platinum in British Columbia.

Matheson and Grant, of London, England,
writes Chamber of Commerce Journal of that
city as follows:—**In your journal of January
10th you quote from the fundels Muscum n
statemont that Russin is the only source of sup-
ply for this metal. We have before us a samploe
of platinum from mines in British Columbia
which are in full operation, and from which a
considerable quantity has been sold in London
during the lust two years, as much as 1000 to
1,500 ozs, haviog been annually produced since
1586, all from placer mining. From the present
hydraulic mining the production, it is antici-
pated, will be considerably incroased.”

Crop Value ‘[E Alfalfa,

The Kansas Farmer publishes a portion of
a papes *2ently laid before the annual meeting
of the State Board o, Agricultiture, John H,
Churchill, of Dodgo City, from which the fol-
lowing are oxtracts:

Of all the forage plants, this is the most
valuable to the western and contral Kansas
farmer, and its cultivation should deeply in-
terest overy man who owas an acre of 1t:ottom
land or lan1 under iriigation canals. It should
intorest every farmer in the west half of this
grent state whether his land lies on the high
plain or lower valley, for I am persuaded, by
observation and experience, that the year it
will not produce two goed crops on the high
land your other crops will prove a failure.
Thereis no czop that will bring so great and
rure o return for the iavertment as this, for
blow the winds high or low, be the scason dry
or moist, alfalfa on bottom landsor landa under
irrigation grows night and day from the middle
of April till November 1.  Four crops can be
cut in au ordinary season, Qa the high lands,
outsido of irrigation two crops can be safely
relied on.

Does it pay? It would seem so when you
look over your fields after the last cutting and
stackiog and sce the great vicks of hay, one
after the other, and later, when you bring
your cattle home and tuca your steers into the
fields tv grazs on_the pastures and ruu to the
stacks for a mouth or two, and a cattle buyer
comes along and geeing the sleek, well filled
and rounded out steers and offers you right at
home, more noney for them than you get in
Kausas Ciiy or any other market, and within
a small fraction of what grain-fed cattle are
bringiog, we beliove it pays.

It does pay, and pays well, and once rosted
on the rich bottom lands or high plains it is &
perpetual sourc of income ; zo planting, cul-
tivating or seeding, only the pleasing task of
harvesting, and to-day alfalfa stands high
abovo all other crops for profit.  Easy of cul.
ture, and as sure return for the investment,
it has no peer. It is not hard to got this plant
staxtfed, and after the first year it takes care of

tself,




