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S.E.LEFEBVRE ,Mansger,
$1 St.JamesSt, Montrea.Canada

XLL ORDERS I'ROMITLY ATILNDED TO. l

[ror THE oRITIO.]
“ 10 SLEEP-PEROHANCE TO DREAM-—AY ! THERE'S THE RUB, '

I dreamced that I stood in a lane, darlt wood,
Where giants of old had roamed

Q'or tho carpe’ green ; fo tho silver sheen

Of tho sparkling lake that lay betweon

The forest grim and tho river broad,

Where narrowed the brook to a roariug flood.
W hoso waters surged and foamed,

I dreamed that tho wood hiad jor years been dead,
Its skelotun arms wero bare,

No sougsters flitted from Jnb to b,

‘I'here wandered no deer through its archies ditn

But withered and dead was each towering head ;
And tho fractured houghs, from which life had fled,
Were bleachicg in hundreds there,

I dreamed that tho ;ibost. of the ages past

Came towards me, gliding slow ;

And u breath of woe went moaning through

That silent wood. aud a phantonm crew

Passed through the dead trees liko a summer breeze,
When the weary plowman takes his ease,

And the evening sun s low,

I dreamed that I Leard a whispered word,

Like the sough of the sobblng wind ¢

*I'was a dreary sigh, that went drifting past,
Like the ghost of a elirlek on the wintry blast,
And the moaning breath atill whispe ** Death
Of all that hatk life on this urey old carth

Not one shall Le teft behind.”

I dreawed that the fear that my time was near
Like poison affected 10y blood ; .

It grew thick and chill: despite my will

My breath came feeble and leebler still,

My sizht was dim and my reason swayed,

My utterance falled e’en while I raised

A petition for help to God.

I dreamed that a silence grofound aud doep
Settled down on my throbbing bLrain

And into my sleep thero began to creep

Sweet visions of home, that like billows did sweep
All the grisly phantoms of night aws{.

As mists are d ss»exsed by the *‘orb of day ”

And I woke to life again.

I dreamed no more : from the calm lake's shore
I watched the swallows dart;

The glorious sun above my head,

Beneath zae a flowery carpet spread,

The birds 'mid the branches warbled and trilled,
My eyes, as I listened, with tears wore filled,
And with gratitude my heart,

Hantsport, March 1892,

Nexo,
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DRAMA VERSUS MUSIC.

The Editor of The Critic.

Sir,—Permit me as one interssted to ask a question through the mediom
of your valuable columbs as to the relative merits of the above, { 6., their
merits as educational factore,

On the occasion of our Philharmonic and Chorsl Societies' Concerts, a
meesago was sent to the “* powers that bo” of our Windsor Ladies' College
asking that the young ladies be allowed to attend these concerts, and offering
a rate accorded to the students at the Collegiate School. If my memory
eerves me Well, the answer conveyed to me orslly by our Becretary was to
the effect that the authorities in charge deemed it inadvisable fo create a
precedent in the matter of allowing students to attend outside entertainments.

Judge of my surprise when { find quite a number allowed to attend and
enjoy tte dramatic entertainment given by tho students of Kings College
on Mondsy last. I do not intend to decry the merits of the performance,
still less would I call into question the edncational power of the slage, but
is this discrimination in the matter of epterlsinments on the right side 1

The obj<ct of teaching should be to awaken tho critical faculty, and
oppcriunities of developing it are certainly essential. The critical ia
necessarily antecedent to the creative. A syllogism bolds no less in music
then logic, comprehension, comparison, conclustan. How sttain the escond
if no opportunity is cflered !

I will not suppose for an instant that an intentional sneer was implied by
the refusal of the authorities in re the young ladies taking advantage of such
musical environment a8 we have. Iven were this so the names of the
artists who have graced our programmes would be a sufficient offsel to such
an ides,

Among the advantages claimed by the Halifax Conservatory of Music we
find the fact of a musical environment prominently urged.

It may be clsimed that the students at this Windsor institution are,
mueically, too young to be benefitted by attendiog these concerts, but the
fallacy of this is apparent when we remember the iafinito worth of the early
calling into being of the critical faculty.

The opportuniiies enjoyed by the students Lere are limited to an occas~
ional musical evening, the closing recitals, possibly a solo, vocal or instru-
mentsl, by the teachers, necessanily of rare 7¢:urrence in a lsrge echool with
a limited staff.

To view this matter from a broader stand; sint, even the recitals ate oftex
a mesns of retarding truo musical progrecs. The pupils who are to play
have to dovote much time to conquering technical difficulties, time that conld
be better spent in obtaining aualytical knowledge, and so lead them to
understand and enjoy the work they are undortaking,

This widespread custom of teaching pupils showy pieces may be tormed
the a1t of tausical munemonices rathor than the art of teaching musis,




