THE CATHOLIC,

.alutary observations, and that your fellow-country-
inen had as deeply felt theiv furce!

Samucl Parker, bishop of Oaxford, expresses
LimscIf with a tone of confidence and triwmph be-,
«owming this subject. T will chalicnge all the.
world to shew me any one .lag morc car-
nostly enjoyn’d and frequently recommended, than
tho preservation of Unity among  Christians, and
thenif without an Unity of Goverpnent, no other
« ould be possibly preserv'd as our author (Thorn-
Jdyke) has proved from commonsense and comnie ¢
expericnce, that must be the thing principd)ly
commanded by all these injunctions.—Aud thus
our Saviour having instituted the Society of his
Church and established Governors in it, when he
enjoyns them tobe careful to preserve Unity, no
mancan be so dull as not to understand, that he
thereby requires them to malke use of all means  of
obtaining it, but especially such as are nccessary
10 its preservation in all Societies. And therefore
whether this Unity of Government be enjoyned in
express wordsin Scripture, 1 will notconcern my-
selfto enquire. because "tis as clear there to all men
of common senscas if it were so enjoyn*d, and that,
ks enough.”’
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After having endeavoured to lay before your
eyes, alone view, the different proofs that cstab-
lish this incontestible dogma, Iintend, with the
assistance of' God, to develope.in the following
the immediate causes {o be derived from 1.

To be continued.

very strange that protestaats falt furiously upon them for it
as a crime? aud yet the journals, pamphlets sermons and
treatises, which swarm in England, Switzerland and France
arc unceasingly exaiting aganst them the hatred of therr
fellow countrymen, as if catbolies alone restricted salvation
to the teuc Chureb,and as if they  did not hold this doc-
trinc in common with the ather christian societies. What
are we to think of such conduct? Let it not be attsibuted
cither to basv perfidiousness or to hatred; let us rather im-
pute it to agnorance, a shameful and fatal staing it is true,
and yet necessarily inherentin an age becometoo indiffer-
cut tothe concerns of religion to instruct itself, ang too fond
of talking, not to discoursc upon it,as if it was thoroughly
versed in the subject.

Errors do not constitute heresy; but only that perversity
which induces men to remain obstinately attached to them.
Hence the expression of St. Augustine. I may crr, but 1
will never be aheretic.™  Catholies do not hesitate to join
this great light of the Church in makinga complete distinc-
tion betwween those who established a heresy, and who, af-
terwaads being bornin its bosom, have involuntarily imbib-

Such is the language of the enlightencd men of
vour Church, of the most renowned Protestunt the-
logians, of the cowfessions of faith published at Ge-
neva, in Switserland, in France, in Scotland, and
am England; it is the language of tho futhers whoin
fhave cited avove, and ofthe most ancient coun-
¢ils; in fine, it is the fanguage of all apostolical tra-
dition. What then is this great dogma so loudly
proclumed, both by those who have always sup-
ported it, and those alao who have violated it?
WWhat strength must there be in its proofs, to make
atself felt and knowneven in the bosom of schism &
hieresy, to have subducd its very cnemies, and af-
ser the furious attacks so openly sustained by them
to_have constrained them to pay homage to it, and
by so doing to place their principles and their con-
duct in s0 evident a contradiction as to be mani-
rest to the eyes of the whole world!* Butin theo-
ay atlcast, and on the que.tion of nght, which is)
the point immediately in agitation, all parties are
agreed; the difference of communion disappears:
sutherans, Cr Ivinists, English, Scotch, the Greck
and Latin Churches, the faith cf all Cnristian ages,
the doctnine of the apostles, the pressing and fre-
quently repeated injunctions of our divine Legis-
lator; all these, and even our feeble reason itself,

nite in altesting the necessity of preserving anity in
the Church & inbelief, & agree in placing the dog-
ana of unity at the head of the evangelical precepts,
& schism at the head of all human  prevarications.

® If Catholics taught that salvation might be attained out
of the true and only Church of Christ, their encmics would
not bave faled to place them 1n mamifest opposition to scrp-
ture, the fathers, the councils, to the scformers themsclves,
> the coafessions of foith of the reformea of Franee, Ger
many, Switzerland, the Law-Countrics, Scotland, England,
&c. They would not havefailed andassuredly with rea-
fon, to shety that of all chrstians they are the only ones

ed error with their mother’s milk. They regard the form-
cras rebels to the divine authonty of the Church; the lat-
ter asbetng without any bitterness against her and for tho
mcst part withoot obstinacy againsther decrees of which
they even know nothmg  She believes that these latter,
although they belong not to the body, yet belong to the soul
ofthe Church. They thirk,with the same doctor, that the
Church produces for itself children, both from her own
womb, and from that of her servants, that 1s to say, from
foreign communions. Generat per ulerum suum el per
uterum ancillarum suarum,and that consequently heaven
prepares clect from out of heretical socictics, by the parti-
cular graces it is pleased to Destow. They cheerfully
maintain morcover with the same fther, ¢ that a person
imbued with the opinion of Photiaus, and believing st tobe
the Catholic fath ought not to be called a heretic, unless af-
ter being instructed he choose rather to resist the Catholic
faith than to renounce the epinion he has cmbraced,” in
fine, they admit with St. Augustine, ¢ that we must not
rank among heretics those who carefully scek after the
trutb, and who ave in adisposition to embrace it as soon as
discovered.” According to these principles tho learned
bishop Challoner teaches that, if crror comes from 1avinei-
ble ignorance, it cxcuses from the sin of heresy, provided
that with sincerity and without regard to worldly iutcrest?
a person be ready to embrace the truth immediately it shall
present itself to him,”

Catholics cheerfully adhere to this conclusion of the yndi-
cious and profound Nicole. ¢ It is therefore true, accord-

I'rom The Jesuit.

Scarcely doesa week pass, without bringing us
Lies in abuslance, and nusrepresentations by whole-
sale, from distant chimes, about the conversion wi
Cathalics to thse indefimte amd undefinable ereed ue
rather opinionism of a mock-reformation. Indi
seems of late to be a vast theatre m whigh the Bi-
ble and traet actors are funousty fretting ther hour
upon the stage. It uppears from the manufictu-

red Articles, revivals, (of ministerial cunning, hum-
bug” and fraud) that 8,000 families “mostly Catho-
lics” have iccome kopeful converts to Protestdn-
tism " We regret that onr Printer canuot con-
veniently attach 8,000 notes of admiration to this
last sentence, to express our surprise that 8,000 lies
could have been thus compressed within the nar-
row precincts ofa short sentence,  But this bait o,
the Missionary, no-missionary fraternity is too stale
to be relished by the improved taste of the Amer-
ican Community, who will no longer be caught by
such pious and money making anglers.

The passage of the Catholic cmancipation Bill.
the long withholding of which speaks volumes vl
the civil and religious tyranny ot the Reformation-
men, has given a death-blow to Protestantism in the
¢ sister isle;” and makes it no longer fashionablc,
or political for Cathulics to rencunce % the faith
once delivered to the Saints, ” for the newefangled
doctrines of the pious Henry the Sth, ond the #e1
der-kearted, virgin queen Elizabeth., Conversion
from principle is in this case, out of the questivn,
unless indeed, conviction of depravity and crime
may be mistaken for such conversion,

The cnlightened people of America now begin
to forma correct cstimate ofsuch Quixotism, Fai-
ry tales, and miserable legends with which ol8 men
women and children have been hitherto  amused.

for which, like the Whistle of Franhlin, they paid”
too dearly, with which the old men and women
will light their pipes, or lamps, and which the
youngones will concertinto curling-paper—strong
indication this ofso much* waste paper.”

We rejoice at the information which the late pa
pers contain relative to the Court of Reme. Care
dinal Cappelari isin all likelihood promoted to the
Chair of St. Peter.  He hasever shewn  himself
the strenuous advocate and uncompromising fiiend
of the Church of Christ. Elevated from his for-

ingto all catholic theologians, that there isa great b
of Jiving members und truc childeen of the Chureh, in com-
munions separated from Lier; since there are so many infants
who alwaysformr 2 considerable part of them and since
there might also be some among the adults, although she
docs not pay atteation to it, beeause she does not knosw
them.” ‘They maintais with the skilfal theologiacs of the
University of Paris, ¢ that children of the uninstructed
partake acither of heresy nor of schism: tiat they are ex-
cuscd by their invincible ignorance of the state of things:
———that they may, with the grace of God, lead a pureand
innocent life: that God_docs notimpute to them tiie crrors
to which they are attached by an inviceible ignorance; that
they may thas belong to the soulof the Church with faith,
bope, and charity.”

In fine, leaving to themsclves certain morose and ill-ine
formed minds, catholics lovg to repeat, with regard to the

who have the boldacss to place salvation out of the bounda.
gies ficed by the divine Legislator.  But when they agree
with all the protestant scolctics npon this agticle, is it notl

greater number of persons who live in schism and beresy,
whal Salvlan formerly sxid of the Goths and Vandals brought

210

over to Christianity by the  Arians: « 'I‘!;Zy arc herctics.
but without knowing it; they err, but with perfect sinceris
ty.” Qualiter pro hoc false opinionis crrore. in dic jud:-
ciipunicendi sunt, nullus polest scire, nisi solus judex
Religionteaches catholics to judge the doctrines and for
bids them tojadge the persons of men.  Of course there
forothey roaintain the principles & neverallow themselves.
to condemn those who are out of their charch; they leave
them ta the judgment of Ged.  He alone knows the bottom
of the heart and the graces that he gives: he alone eanvead
the actual disposition of the souls that he calls to his tribu-
nal.

This dottrine is conformable with the spirit of Christiani-
ty,and shews to greater advantago the extent of catholicity
whilst it forbids us tomark ontits precise boundaries. It
also fully exculpates catholics from that imputation of e
mity, and spirit of intolerance which people are fond of

todging against them.



