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11,0 finaI j",|Kmem of the Supra.i- Court, reads •rancv 1 
1,1 tlu‘ v,cw “>■ toke of the case it ,s mmc.vssarv I

to discuss the <|itesti, „ as stated j„ another court, 5
lor. granting that it comes within the terms of the 1
l-ohey as being external, violent and accidental, yet ■ 
't is Just the character of accident which is specifically \
excepted from die obligation by this language.. '1 Ins '
insurance docs m t cover injuries, fatal or othx-rxv sc 
resulting from j ■ -< 1, or anything acc: VntalV or 
otherwise taken administered, absorbed or inhaled ’
Thc "pinion then repeats itself to this extent : ‘It is 
true that the policy' should lie construed 
manner which is most favourable to the assured 
but the courts ‘cannot undertake to make 
tract in disregard of the plain language used by the 
parties, and the plain meaning of this language is that 
the company excepts from its liability all injuries 
which may arise from whatever thing of any kind or 
character, poisonous or not. that the deceased might 
volountarily and consciously take into his 
Hiat is, to swallow as f,xxl or drink.'”

A number of authorities 
decision.

I INSURANCE AND FINANCE CHRONICLE.

one of old, a little wine desirable for their stomach’s 
sake, and often infirmities. One of ihe most per­
sistent abstainers in t anada, for a long term of years 
through early manhood, middle age and much later- 
admits that a moderate use of a stimulant would 
have saved Inin wars >f suffering from indigestion
and other physical forms of weakness.

There is an as|x'Ct of this ipiestion wholly apart 
from the actuarial. Human life is not regulated In 
statistics. The majority of men would not consider 
the chance of adding a couple of years to their life, 
which can never lie a certainty , and winch could onlv 
he enjoyed, or otherwise, at tile end of along life, 
not an adequate compensation for denying them­
selves through their whole life of manhood, of what

1in that

a new coti-
i> «1 generally rvganlcil as a 
exhilirahoti

of pleasurablesource

1

A REMARKABLE POISONING CASE .IS POISON­
ING AN ACCIDENT7 stomach,

The Mary lam l Casualty Company has just won 
in a remarkable alleged “accident*’ case. The com­
pati) btates the case as follows:— 1■ ‘"'led supporting thisan

The Maryland Casualty Co., 
singular ease as follows :__

\ holder of mite of our $5.1x10 individual accident 
|«ilich s while dining with his wife at a Hotel, ate 
several raw oysters, » hit'll lie had ordered, before he 
discovered lh.1t they
latvr lie complained of cramps and pains 
slom.iih ami Isiwvls, whie[i continued until death 
ri>11,11 <1 tinvc days later. Ills wife, the henefieiarx 
under the (xilicy. made claim for the full amount of 
il.v policy, which was refused. Suit was instituted, 
lue main points in the allegation living that the ,1c- 
1 eased came to his death from the effects of said 
sound and spoiled oysters, 'accidentally" and from 
tile effect*

comments on this

1l-l "wing the trend of the times, we, in common 
M in r coin)>a„.es writing this line of insurance, 

nave eliminated from some of our ,x>lieies this clause,
T" ,"'g |Mr’" "r anv,llinR accidentally or

,,"l,:r"|',V ,akvn- ar,^rl«''l inhaled.’ Nevertheless, 
wc lA-l.vw other c„m,anies will join us in granting 
"»• " respect this discarded clause, for il 

, “* ,r"m l'a.v,nK a loss which was clearly and* 
contemplated by the parties to the contract, and which 
would hardly seem to k a proper item of coverage in 
an accident policy.” "

wiiliwere s|x»ilcd. A few hours
in iiis

5

un

"I said mis* mid and s|M"lcd ovsters hxlg- 
mg in his intestines "accidentally," and that 
Imi.Ii ui said accidents was Ihe approximate cause of 
his death.

one or -J
AVERAGE AMOUNT OF EACH 

IN FORCE
OF THE POLICIES

We answered that this was a happening which 
canu under that clause m our contract, 'this instil - 
niiccd»esm.ii cover injuries, fatal or oihvrwis-, re­
sulting from

I p mi a table issued by the "Insurance Age,” as 
bcluw. it is evident that the average amount of such 
11 hc\ in force is on tin- down-grade. As the nets 
■■i the life companies are enlarged, and their opera- 
ii "is extended, it is inevitable that the average size 
"i the fish caught will lie reduced. For every person 
"ho is m a ]Misiti< ui to maintain through I fie a policy 
tor $5.1 « x) and upwards, there

j m ii si ni ,,r anything accidentally 1 r 
\ verdict was mulcted in favour 

' • the plaintiff in the Circuit Court of Texas, and 
ii|min ap| v.d to tin Court of Civil Apjicals the jmlg 
i' iid i f lue lower

1 luvrwis,, taken.'

court was sustained. In 1 In
opinion the court said : It is true the insured know 
mglv ate Ihe oysters, but he did not know that lie 

eating unsound oysters. The effect was not die 
natural and protiahlc vonsequenve of eating si inn I 
ovsters. and the effect pr <lined hi the eating of the 
ini ' mid n stirs

a lx- dozens to whom 
h r $1 ,ixxi is all they van pay for, and those to 

wh""i a policy for $51x1 is tho limit of their ability 
arc still more numerous in comparison with j arsons 

Imtir financial |x>sitlon. It is a health/ sign 
for life assurance to Ire so extending as to embrace 
those of tiuxlvratc

UllV

111 ;i
c«hiI«I not have been reasonable 

In i|utvt| nr i« 11 well by him. It
an

was unexpected, 
tin lures,'en and mm nal, and. therefore, it cannot he 
said ilia: 11c xuluntarilx

More especially is this 
Ihe case when the enlarged assurance effected arises 
from young men taking out a life [xilicy in the early 
days ..i manhood, when then their income is small. 
Such prudential foivthought deserves

means.

ate the,, unsound oysters,
llos I'vmg true, h.s death was caused bv accidental 
mean-. .0 that ivrm is used in the [xilicy.’ ”

every en-
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