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Sherlock Holmes: The Curse of the Sign of Four, based on the novel by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,

Neptune provides gossamer entertainment in a

Melodramatic Maze

By Ellen Reynolds

ystery got lost in the
M labyrinth but Sher-
lock Holmes and his

cronies still provided gossamer
entertainment in Sherlock
Holmes: The Curse of the Sign of’
Four.

Neptune's season opener is a
light piece of melodrama mixed
with a characteristic Sherlock
Holmes maze-like plot. The
result is slightly disjointed when
the melodrama is interrupted by
long-spun elucidations of the
plot by Mary Morstan, by the
peg-toed sea captain, and by
Holmes himself.

In last season’s Dracula, melo-
drama was rampant and the play
was hilarious, but this version of
Sherlock Holmes,as the intricate
plot unravels, attempts also to
be serious and mysterious. The
result is a mixture that doesn't
exactly induce sleep, but neither
does it show the intrigue which
is characteristic of our illus-
trious sleuth.

Graham MacPherson played
Dr. Watson as a rather rambunc-
tious and jolly fellow, who,
although divergent from the tra-
ditional character, was a sterling
contrast to Michael Keating's
wimpy portrayal of Sherlock
Holmes. Thaddeus Sholto, the
wealthy East Indian, and
Holmes’ infamous rival, Prof.
Moriarty, were both played by
Maxim Mazumdar, who trans-
formed from the flighty Sholto
with his eye-smarting clothing
to evil personified as Moriarty.

A romance between Watson
and Mary M., reminiscent «of a
silent movie, with flashing eyes
and gushing sentimentality
was a humourous sub-plot con-
sistent to the end.

The sets were elaborate, espe-
cially the Baker St. apartment,
where Holmes and Watson were
indubitably at home. Some scene
changes were incorporated into
the melodrama, which was a
novel idea, but five changes
added to the general confusion.

The play, in all, didn't reach
out and grab me, but it was
mildly entertaining for those
people, like me, with a penchant
for the melodramatic.
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is at Neptune Theatre until

by Scott Neily

he Sattalites, a reggae

I band from Toronto,
played last week at the
Middle Deck. I saw the Sattalites
on Monday and though I'm far
from a reggae fan, I greatly
enjoyed their music. Their tunes
have an original sound, partly
because of the interracial and
diverse musical backgrounds of
the band members, but also
because the band is simply very
good. With frontman Fergus
Hambleton and co-leader, near-
legend Jo-Jo Bennet, ‘they per-

The Sattalites provide

Rare Reggae

formed top-notch reggae-style
cover versions of the Beatles'
“She Loves You” and Katrina &
the Waves' “Walking on Sun-
shine”, which also gave their
music an edge of accessibility.
One of their own tunes, “China
Doll”, was a particular favourite
of mine. Their Jamaican-
flavoured music and perfor-
mance has a hard-to-describe
hypnotic quality that has to be
heard and seen to be fully
enjoyed. Those unfortunates
who missed their show will just
have to make an extra effort to
catch them next time.

LOW COST

ACCELERATORS

FOR HIGH
PERFORMANCE
EDUCATIONS.

Computerworld offers students and faculty
alike unparalleled performance at unbeatable
prices.

Our high quality/high volume policy enables
us to sell top of the line equipment at down to
earth prices. :

By far the most popular system for educational
and related usage is our Packard Bell Package.
Fully IBM-compatible, this innovative unit is the
most powerful in its class.

The system comes with all features most
computer users require built on the
motherboard: a parallel port, a serial port, a real
time clock, dual floppy drive controller and
switchable RGB/Hercules compatible
monographics video output.

Plus, the system also offers four unused

expansion slots, 640K RAM, a reset button,
LED power indicator, switchable 110/220 V
wer, tilt-swivel TTL monitor, AT style
eyboard, and MS-DOS 3.2 with GW BASIC.
Fortunately, if none of the above means
anything to you, and you are interested in a
computer, our helpful staff will explain

everything. It's really quite simple.

On the other hand, if you do know something

about computers, you'll agree that this is good

stuff,

Check out our prices below, then check out
our goods in person. And get your mind in gear.

COMPUTERWORLD

1668 Barrington Street, Suite 401, Halifax, 420-0485

Packard Bell VX-88
with two disk drives §1199.00
with 20 MB Hard drive and one disk drive

with 40 MB Hard drive and gne disk drive

ALL SYSTEMS HAVE A ONE YEAR PARTS AND
SERVICE WARRANTY

Roland 1012 printer  $295.00°

120 cps draft, NLQ, compressed
tractor/friction feed. 2 year warranty. compatible
$1525.00 fully graphics compatible

Roland 1112 printer $339.00°
$1849.00 160 cps draft, NLQ. compressed,
PS bold tractor/friction feed. 2 year
warranty, fully graphics compatible

Packard Bell 300-1200

diskettes and cables.

$195.00"
baud external modem fully Hayes

All systems come with everything that
is needed to get you computing: paper,

“these prices only apply when purchasing a system
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