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days. The Senate resased to ratify the | adian ministers stated that if they could | This military and political road, sus- transportation 6f merchandise between | the road in our own hands? Why did ! this railway would be equally produetive. | unfit to carry a railroad pm—

ACPOs s

bill thus solemn:y introduced by the gov- | be assured that the lmperial govern-
ernment. (Hear, hear.) Whatever may | ment would accept the principle of pre-
have been the reasens, whatever may - ferential trade generally, and particu-
have been the whispers in the ears of | larly grant to the food products of Can-
those Nenators, whatever may have been

the influences which caused the Senate

have no particulars-en this point to offer.
But certain it is that in the following
year a company was formed, known ‘as
the St.” Lawrence & Maritime Province
Railway Company, which, tradition says,
was acting under a tacit understanding
between the Grand Trunk Railway Com-
pany and the.government of Sir John
Macdonald for the construction of
railway from the town of ‘Edmundston
to Moncton.

line of communication by way of Iali-
fax, Moncton, Edmundston and Riviere
du Loup.

A Previous Survey Report.
The line was surveyed, and I have the

report of the engineer in charge, Mr. |
Davey, who said that a good line couid

be found between Edmundston and
Moncton. Mr. Davey says: “The total
length of the line surveyed from Grand
Falls to Berry’'s Mills was 166 miles,
and, adding 36 miles from Edmundsten

to/6+and Falls, and seven miles from '
Bas's Mills to Moncton, the total dis- |
Moncton

tanee from Edmundston to
wonld be 209 miles, which would make
the distance from Montreal to Halifax,
by the Grand Trunk to Chaudiere Junc-
tion, the Intercolonial to Riviere du
Loup, the Temiscouata railway to Ed-

mundston, and the proposed line to Mone- '
ton, and thence by the Intercolonial to

Haisifax, 759 miles in all. If, however,

the line from the Grand river, north of |

the Sisson range, which, as I have
stated, I explored myself, and with an
assistant engineer, be adopted, a saving
of distance of at least ten miles would
be obtzined and the improvement of the

line 2t the De Chute river, as recom- |

mended by Mr. Cranston, would also
effdet
my
mundston to Moncton may be reduced
to 199 miles, or 749 miles from Montreal
to Halifax. Time did not allow for our

making a complete survey of the line .

by these alternative routes at the two
points I have referred to, but I believe
that when made it will result in the sav-
ing of distance already stated.”

However, Sir. John: Macdonald died
shortly afterwards, and the scheme fell
through. T |
An All-Canadian Route,

Now, sir, the policy which we propose,
apart from alt other considerations, may
be taken as a step—tardy step though it
be—to implement'the solemn pledge made
in 1885. I confess, sir, that perhaps
this, of itself, would not be a sufficient
reason, though in one respect it ought
to be; because, if there is one thing as
to which the parliament of Canada ought
to be firm, it ought to be that the solemn
word of parliament is sacred, and to im-
plement every promise made by parlia-
ment.

Bul, sir, there is another coensideration,
of a far more important character than
this, to which it is now my duty to call
the special attption, of parliament.
When Sir ChnHMr'ﬁ 1885, spealk-
ing feom the plade which I now
speak, stated that the Intércolonial, lo-
cated as it was, could#not perform the
service we expected from it, that it could
not give thorough satisfaction in the way
of providing transportation for the grow-
ing trade of Canada, I believe he stated
a proposition which, if exception was
taken to it then, no exception can be suc-
cessfully taken now. - Bat, sir, there is
something more than.that. When Sir
Charles Tupper stated, also at that time,
that it was essential to the welfare of
the people of Canadd ‘that the terminus
of any transcontinental railway that we
might have should be in Canadian ter-
ritory, in. Canadian waters, he simply
voiced what is the conscience of the
‘Canudian people. (Cheers)) I am sorry
to say that Sir (Charles’ Tupper did not
with equal firmness 'insist that not only
should the terminus he'in Canadian ter-
ritory, at a Canadian barbor, bnt tha*
the route itself should be in Canadian
territory. When he agreed that that
line should be in American territory, Sir
Charles Tunper went bad in the heart
and conscience of the Canadian people.
(Groat cheering.) f

The Line- a Necessity.

Now, sir, we lay it down as a prin-
ciple, upon, which we are to be judged
by friend and foe, that we are to have
a transcontinental railway, that its ter-
minus must be in Canadian waters, and
that the *whole line, every inch of it,
must be ow Canadian territory. We
say, further, that such @ line is a neces-
sity 'of our commercial independence.
(Opposition laughter.) Sir, I am sur-
prised at the levity displayed: by some
hon, gentlemen on So grave a question.
What have you to ‘say to-day ‘to-this?
What are your minds runming to, when
you have facts staring you in ithe face
which show you that at this moment

Canada is not commercially independent

of the United States? ? =
The Bonding Privilege.

IWhat is our position “te-day?
the ea
of this

portation of our goods across American

territory.

tory and harbors. The American gov

ernment granted us ‘the: bonding priv-
They granted us the privilege of.
ustig their harbors fot our imports and-

ileges,

exports without paying them tolls and

customs dues, But my honorable friends
opprsite are aware that this privilexe
has always been held over our heads by
the American aiithoPiti€sd) ‘4s the sword
My hottorable’ friends on
thefother side are aware that this priv-
ilege, that the abrogating of .this priv-
ilege has been used again and. ugain.as

of Damocles.

a threat to obtain from us concessions
The Offer to Britain,

W Ly, sir, it is only last week that an
American citizen of great influence wrote
a letter to the Londen 'Times in which
he reviewed the policy—we offered to the ;
British governmetit 148t §¥Hr ‘when we
were in England. “Whén i’ England lact
yedr a Canadian minister at the Inter-
Colonial Conference made ‘this proposi-
tion to the British authorities: “The Can-

a |

If that rall®ay had been |
built it would have provided a shorter |

a saving of distance, so that, in '
opinion, the total length. from Ed- |

From
y days of railway development
country we have been depend-
eht on American good-will for the trans-

From the early days of Can-
adian railway development we have been
forced to make use of American terrci-

“(uln in the United Kingdom exemption
{ from duties now levied or hereinafter
. imposed, they would be prepared to go
| further into the subject of preferential
!tmdo. and endeavor to give to the Brit-
! ish manufacturer some increased advan-
L tage over his foreign competitors in the
markets of Canada.”
Mr. Carnegie's Letter.

This policy is to-day attracting the at-
tention of the civilized world. * It is be-
ing submitted to the British electorate,
{ and it is™this policy which is viewed by
an American citizen, Mr. Andrew Car-
negie, in the great exponent of public
. opinion in England. Mr. Carnegie statesg

the reason why the British public and

the Canadian electorate cannot give heed
to this policy which I have just outlined,
cannot go forward with 1t, cannot un-
| dertake to give the British people a pre-
ference in return for a preference for
them, is because the American citizen
 has a weapon in his hands which he can
bring down upon the head of the Cana-
, dian people, by removing the bonding
privileges. In a letter which I find sum-
marized in some newspaper he (Mr. Car-
negie) uses this very pregnant and sig-
nificant language: “A word from the
President cancels the privilege now gen-
. erously extended to Canada of reaching
! open American ports through American

territory, with all her exports and im-

ports free of duty, for five months in the
. year, when her own ports are ice-bound.
She uses the privilege all the year.
President Roosevelt is the last man I
| could think of who would hesitate a mo-
ment to say the word, but even he ard
all his cabinet would be powerless to re-
. sist the imperious demand that at least

we should not furnish the weapon that

 enabled another power to wound us.
. The withdrawal of the privilege given
to Oanada' would probably be sufficient
. to satisfy Great Britain that the Amer-
ican ,people were in earnest.. Negotia-
tions would soon begin, and the privilege
so rashly “disturbéd would be restored.
Simultanepsly peace would -reign, = but
. the bitterness created would remain for
years to.retard the return’of the present
unusually cordial relations so wantotly
impaired.” ¢ J

Appeal to Canadian Manhood.’

Let me observe upon this that, if we
have used American ‘ports, .it is not be~
cause for five months in the year-eur
own ports are ice-bound; everybody
knows that our ports in winter are just
as open as the American harbors.
(Cheers.) Everybody knows, except Mr.
Andrew Carnegie and the bulk of Amer-
i ican public opinion, that if we have used
| American_ports” and bonding privileges
| it was not because our harbors were ice-
bound in winter, but simply becamsezwe
have no railways to communicate’ wi
them. * In the face of this I ask th.
Canadian people to stand on their man-
hood, and to place us in such a yposition
that at all times of the year, not ouly
by one railway, but by two or more, we
shall have access through Canada, from
January to December, to our own ha.-
bors and be able to say to our American
neighbors: “Take off your bonding priv-
ilege whenever it suits you—(great ap-
plause)—we are commevrcially independs
ent”; and we shall have our independ-
ence absolutely secured to us. whenever
we shall have this new railway to our
own harbors. (Renewed cheers.)

American “Threats.

Hon. gentlemen opposite may ask, who
is Mr. Andrew Carnegie? and say he is
simply an American citizen, he iS* not
speaking for the nation. Sir, when men
speak who are in the position of Mr.
Carnegie, we must take it for granted
that they know something of th: publie
opinion of their country. We know that
Mr. Carnegie in .thig respect, unfortun-
ately, is not only voicing his own opin-
ions, but the opinions of g large sectivn
of the American people, because the
ideas to which he has given expression
have been again and again expressed in
the American press. We cannot take
a step forward in ‘our own interests to
better our position, to improve our trade,
}but again and again we are told from
Ethe American side that we had better
{ look out, because, forsooth, the. bonding
privilege will be taken from us! Vhep
in 1896 the government of Sir Charles
Tupper thought of asking for tenders
for the fast Atlantic service—a thing
which was purely a measure of domestic
| concern—the matter was resented by the
| American press, and we were told again
| that if we dared to go on with that pro-
| ject .the. bonding privilege would be re-
mowved. )

Views of ‘United States Journals.

The New York Sun, an American of
Americans, and a good exponent of Am-
| erican public opinion, which wvoices the
| feelings, and 1 may say as ‘well the pre-
! judices, of the American people—and I

do:not use the word prejudices in an
offensive sense, 'because prejudices are
sometimes  the exaggeration of a moble
feeling, and I do not blame anyone for
having prejudices in his heart, they be-
ing ' frequently the result of -educat'on
‘and’ other circumstances—buat the New
1 York Sun, speaking of the project of hav-
ing a fast Atlantic service ' ‘betwuen
{ Bngland and Canada,: made uge of the
| foldowing language: ‘“The route by, tie
new , steamship line from Liverpool. to
Halifax and thence by €. P.'R. to Chi-
cago would be shorter than the route'to
and through Neéw York, and -honce its
advantages are obvious. Goods and mer-
chandise would ‘be carried from Halifax
to Quebec through American territory
under = protection of the bornding priv-
ilede, and, accordingly, the . P. R

i
1
)
|

would bg able to profit largely by their

trausportation westward.”

Here Is a condemnation of the policy
which had been adopted a few years
before, of having the C. P. R. built
across the state of Maine: ‘‘The priv-
ilege thus conferred by us is already
essential to the prosperity ,of that com-
pany. This road could not run without
it. “The C. P. R. therefore lives and
i prospers by our sufferance and direct as-
sistance. . We furnish it 'with feeders
and traffic essential to.its existence; yet
it was built and is maintained as a. mili-
taty road along the northern border, and
ag a tie binding together in - political
combination. the widely-separated Cana-
dian provinces, with a view to the
strengthening of the DPominion agamst
us in the event of a war with England.

| fishermen again and again:
share with you our advantages if you,

tained by American bounty in the form:
of bonding privilege, is consequently a
permanent menace to us. Its very exist-
ence is g distinetly hostile demonstration.
Will our government furnish the
steamship line with what amounts to
another subsidy, and insure the pros-
perity of the military and political road
by continuing to grant the bonding priv-
ilege which Canada is already using to
toe disadvantage of our own railroais”
President Cleveland's Attitnde.

Sir, I am told, and perhaps I may be
told again, this is simply the opinion of
a journalist. Wuy, sir, if it were con-
fined to the expression of a private citi-
zen, as Mr. Carnegie, if it were con-
fined to newspapers, as the New York
Sun, perhaps we might pass lightly over
it, and not feel much apprehension upon
the subject. But what will you say when
I bring to your attention the expressions
of the highest in the land, of those in
authority, of those who are in a position
to speak for the American governmant
and the American people, what have
you to say when I bring you .messages
from presidents of the United States and
representatives from the American Seu-
ate? In the month of August, 1888,
President Cleveland sent the follawing
message to Congress:

“The vaiue to the Dominion of Canada
of the privilegé of transit for their ex-
ports and imports across our territory,
and to and from our ports, wiil be better
appreciated when it is remembered that
for a considerable portion of each year
the St. Lawrence river, which consti-
tutes the direct avenue of foreign com-
merce leading through {Canada, is closed
*by ice. During the last six years the
imports and exports of British-Canadian
provinces carried across our territory,
under the privileges granted by our
laws, amounted in value to about $275,-
000,000, nearly all of which were goods
dutiable under our tariff laws, by far the
latger part of this traffic consisting of
exchanges of goods between Great Dri-
tain and her American provinces, brought
to and carried from our porfs in their
own vessels. The treaty stipulation en-
tered into by our government was in har-
mony with' the laws which were then on
our statute books and are still in forece.
I recommend immediately legislative ae-
tion conferring upon the executive th=
power to suspend, by proclamation, the
operation of all laws  and 'regulations
permitting the' transit' of goods, wares
and merchandise in bhond Across or over
the railways of ‘the United States to or
from Canada.”

Reasons For United States’s Threats.

Sir, this was the language, the per-
emptory language, of the President »f
the, United States.. Now, it is perhaps
not out of place—nay, it is extremely im-
portant—to make clear what was the
cause which brought iPresident ' Cleve-
land to hold such a threat over iour
heads. The cause was the fact that we
would not agree—the Canadian govern-
ment, the Canadian people, would not
agree—to the abrogation of the fisheries
treaty of 1818. Under the treaty of
1818 American fishermen are granted
certain privileges in Canadian waters.
They are allowed te make wuse of the
Shores of Nova Scotia and New Bruns-
wick for certain purpeses—for food, wa-
ter, repair and shelter. =~ They are not
allowed to make use of that coast to buy
bait or to land their fish. The Ameri-

new

again, for the two privileges, the priv-
ilege of buying bait in Canadian terri-
tory and -the privilege of landing their
cargoes of fish. We have refused unless
Wwe were given some compensation. We
have always been ready .to negotiate
with them. We have told the American
“We wili

will share with us your advantages,”

basis for our operations of fishermen,
and Canadian fishermen have the advan-
tage that they can use the coast to sup-
ply themselves with bait, and to land
their cargoes of fish. The American fish-
erman have the advantage of having a
market in their own territory. We have
told them again and again: “Yes, we
are willing to agree with you;, give us
the opportunity of sharing = with you
your markets, and we wili give you the
privilege of- sharing with us the advan-
tages of our base of operations.” hat
was a fair proposition. (Cheers.) But
it never was acceded to; it never was ac-
cepted. But because we would not agree
to sell our birthright, 'we were threat
ened by President ICleveland with the
withdrawal of the bonding privileges.
(Hear, hear.)

Demands Bf American Roads.

Nor is that ‘all. A few years after-
wards, in the session of the Congress »f
1892, a report was brought down to the
Senate from the committee on interstate
commerce, again dealing with the bond-
ing privileges. This time the reason
wlty this threat was held over our heads
was not on account of the fishery ques-
tion, but on account of the railway ques-
tion. The American railways wanted to
have certain privileges upon our terri-
tory that we were not prepared to.giv>
them, and, because we would not give
them these advantages, because we were
not ready to' make part of the soil of
Canada for railway purposes pdrt of the
American territory, again we wore
threatened ' with the removal of the
bonding privileges. This was the con-
clusion of the report d have referred tc:
‘“The committee therefore recommenda
that either such a license system shall be
established as' will be applicable to the
Canadian railroads doing business in the
United ‘States, or that some other plan
not injurious to  the general trade -anrd
commerce of the country be adopt2a,
which will secure to American railroads
an equal chance in competition with
Canadian roads.” Such aection, in the
judgment of the committee, is in the ia-
terest: mot only of Awerican:mads, and
especjally American transcontinental
lines, but in the interest of American
commerce and of the general prosperity
of the American people,

In a Hostile Spirit.

Even that was not all. In th~ follow-
ing year President Cleveland again ap-
proached the subject, and again ap-
proached it in the same hostile spirit,
and approached it, as the committee. of
the Senate had done, from the point of
view of the American railways. He
made the following recommendation to
Congress in a message dated November,
1893: “The statutes relating to the

| ened.

cans have been app.ying to us, again and"

In the case of Nova Scatia  we thaye, ar

the Unitéd States and the British pos-
sessions should be the subject of revi-
sion, The treasury department have
given- to these laws a construction and
a scope that I do not think was contem-
plated by Congress. A policy adapted
to the new conditions growing in part
out of the construction of the Canadian
| Pacific railway should be declared, and
) he business placed on a-basis more just
; to our people and to our transportation
companies. If we continue the poliey
of supervising ratés and requiring that
they shall be equal and reasonable upon
the' roads of the United States, we can-
not, in fairness, at the same time gives
tnese unusual facilities for competition
to Canadian roads that are free to pur-’
;sue the practices as to cut rates and
favored rates that we condemn and
punish if practiced by our own railroads.
I regret that circumstances prevented an
earlier examination by me of those ques-
tions, but submit now these views, in the
hopo that they may lead to.a revision
of the laws upon a safer and juster
basis.”

Must Be Independent of U. S.

‘Luckily, sir, up te this moment we
have escaped the danger with which, on
repeated occasions, we have been thredt-
But, sir, what would happen if
at any moment there should pass one of
those frenzies, one of those periods of
excitement which we have seen some-
times amongst nations, the American na-
tion, included? If at any moment we
may be deprived of the bonding priv-
ileges which we have had up to the
present, the only way whereby we ean
contemplate such a contingency with
equanimity is to provide against it, and
to have upon our own territory all the
facilities by which we pan get access to
our own harbors. (Cheers) Sir, our
relations to-day With our = American
néighbors are friendly; they were never
more so, and I hope they will continre
so. (Renewed cheers.) For-my part-.
I never made any secret of it -I have
the greatest possible admiration for the
American people. I have always admired
théir-many strong qualities. But I have
found in the short experience during
which it has been my privilege and my
fortune' to be placed at the head of af-
fairs'by the will of the Canadian feo-
ple, that the best and most effective
wayto maintain friendship with our
American neighbors is to be absolutely
independent of them. (Hear, hear.)
 These' are the reasons why we have ap--
plied to parliament to give its counten-
ance torthe policy which I have.outlined.
a policy which will give fo this new
transcontinental railway a terminus st
our own harbor, and an all-Canadian
route to reach it. Now, sir, what ave
some of the objections taken against
this proposition which we have seen and
heardih the press? They tell us, if yon
build’ this’ railway you wilkiinjurei the
Tatércélonial. ~ Sir, I do not admitithat
we would injure the Intercolorial, he-
cause T'have no doubt, and I submit to
the judgment, intelligenmce and experi-
ence ‘ofi'every man in this House, 2t
there will be trade and business enodgh
coming from the west, not only for one
road, but for two roads, if not more.
(Cheers)) But, after all, I say to our
friends bon the north shore, who may per-
haps feel and decide that the Intercolo-
nial might be prejudiced: by this new
line, that there is.nothing to be feared
in this-respect, because the new road
will net prejudice the constituencies
which are served by the Intercolorial.
With nmespect to trade, the business off
the new, road will be created by the road
itself; it will be & business which is not
in existence to-day, THear, hear.)

AInterests of People First.

But, after all, let me say this to the
members of the House, and I submit it
ta the Canadian people as well, that evea
if, the Intercolonial were injured to some
extent, were to lose some traffic, lef me
ask thig question, Does the Intercolonial
exist for the Canadian people or the
Canadian people for the Intercolonial?
(Applagse) I may pe told that if w=
make gp error we cannot correct it if
we injyure somebody we cannot repair the
injury.,, Sir, are we to be told that if
we are to have traffic from the east to
the west, the people of the west and the
people of the east shall not have the
bencﬁt@f of the shortest route? WNo, sir:
if it comes to be a question befwveen the
management of the Intercolenial and the
interest of the Canadian people, we leave
the issue in perfect confidence to the
judgment of the Canadian ' people.
(JCheer§.)

Another Point Discussed.

Now, sir, I have to pass to ‘another
point Of this scheme. The public has
been made aware already by the corres-
ponfenc¢e which has been exchanged be-
tween ‘ourselves and my hon. friend the
late minhister of railways, that it is pros'
posed ‘to divide this line /of railway,
wiuch is to extend from Moncton to the
Pacific Ocean, iato two sections. One
section, that from Moncton to Winnipeg.
is to be built by- the government; the

position as I have known

{ The accusation has been

other section, that from Winnipeg to the
Pacific Ocean, is to be built, owned and
operated by a company. I know that
this line of policy has already been the
subject of much criticism. We ha\'e1
been- told that we are keeping to our-
selves the unproductive portion of the
road, whereas we are leaving and giv-'
ing to h company the productive portion
of the road. This criticism might have
a good’ deal of force im it if we were
ourselves to operate the line which is to
be built by the government. But we
are meérely contracting with a company
to build a line. We have made a con- |
tract whereby this line is to be oper-
ated, not by ourselves, but by that com-
pany, ‘they agreeing to pay us a rental
of the' rate of 3 per cent. per annum
upon ‘the cost of construction. There-!
fore, let .our friends on the other side :
of the House take note of this fact, that'
with the exception of a few years of in-
terest, to which I shall allude later on,
we shall have this portion of the railway
built by the government from Moncton !
to Winhnipeg without the cost of one |
dollar to the Canadian treasury. (Ap-|
plause.) We advance the meney, and
we shall have to pay interest upon 1t, |
but we shall receive interest upon it at
the same rate; so that whatever we
give with one hand we shall receive hack
with the other. To this extent there Is
no risk whatever assumed by thé Canra-

To Regulatg Trafiic.
But why did we keep this section of

| for that charge,

dian government or the Canadian people. !
| this resolution without walting to have

we not give it to the company to build
as well as the other section? We did
it because we want to keep that sec-
tion of country, which is to-be the exit
of the productive portion of the west,
in our own hands, so as to be able to
gegulate the traffic over it.
section will be teeming with business,
as we know; it will be teeming with ac-
tivity, as we know. (Cheers.) Already
there are three lines of railway—the C.
P. R., the Great Northern and the Can-
adian Northern—and this will be still
another. Other roads are also going to
be built there to meet the increasing
wants of the people. The C. P. R. has
its exit on the north shore of Lake Su-
perior; these other railways have no exit.
It is our intention that this road shall
be kept and maintained under our super-
vision, so that all railways may get the
benefit of it, so that the Canadian peo-
ple may not be compelled to build an-
other road across the section of the coun-
try. This is the reason why we have
adopted a policy which I shall supple-
ment later on by other explanations.
(Cheers.)

As to the Western Section.

Now, I shall be asked, why do you
not retain also that western soction?
Why do you not continue building by
the government the railway from Winni-
peg to the Pacific ocean? We came to
the conclusion to have that railway built
and operated by a company for the rea-
son that we do not believe, under ex
ing circumstances, and for many years,
perhaps for many generations to come, it
will be possible, with such activity as
may be developed in that section of the
country, successfully to operate it as a
government road. I may be biased or
prejudiced on that question. I formed
my opinion some few years ago, and per-
haps I may be permitted to relate a per-
sonal experience which went far to form
my own convietion in this regard. In
the fall of 1896 Mr. J. R. Booth of this
city invited me to visit his railway, the
Canada Atlantie railway, which was
then in process of construction. I ac-
cepted the invitation. 'The road had
been vuilt almost to the shores of the
Georgian bay, perhaps within half a
mile of it. When we left the train we
walked to the shore of the Take, a bleak
shore with not a building upon it. Mr.
Booth said: “This is the terminus of
my tailway.” I asked Mr. Booth,
“Where is the trade to come from?”
His answer was, “I ‘have to create a
trade. .I have to celleet it from Port
Arthur, from. Duluth, from ¥Chicago and
from both sides of the lake. I will have
to build elevators. I will perhaps have
to buy wheat in order to furnish freight
to my railway.”

Would Have to Create Trade.

Then, sir, it dawned upon me that no
government under such a condition of
things, when everything has to be cre-
ated, could successfully operate a rail-
way in a new country like that. When
this railway is taken to Peort_Simpson
there will be the same thing which I
found on the Georgian bay in 1896—
the bleak shore, nothing upon it—every-
thing will have to be created, wharves,
warehouses and sheds will have to be
built, elevators will have to be provided,
branch lines will have ta .be censtruct-
ed, possibly hotels may have to be built,
and managed, Steamships”Wwill have to
be provided and ehartered, trade will
have to be breught from all points of
Asia. Would anyone tell me that gov-
ernment management under such emr-
cumstances could do justice to the coun-
try in such a big question as that?
(Hear, hear.). Would@d anyone - tell me
that the management, even where we
could put it in the hands of a commus-
sion responsible to parliament, baving to
come here for appropriatiens for this and
for tnat, would have that elasticity
which is a condition essential to the sue-
cessful management of such a road?
Would parliament, for instance, be will-
ing to give power to the minister of rail-
ways and canals, or to the commission,
to build or acquire steamships, or would
parliament give power to send agents
across to the coast of Asia, to Japan,
to China, and elsewhere, to collect trade?
Would parliament, T wonder, in its dis-
it for so
many years, be willing to give the gov-
ernment power to go into hotelkeeping
and hotel building? I doubt it; and for
all these reasons we have come to tae
conclusion that it.is better, and prefar-
able in every possible way, that such
railway should be built and operated by
a private company. (Applause.) - Now,
I shall come to this subject again at a
later period in ‘my remarks.

+
t-

A National Necessity.

It is about time-that I should touch
upon another branch of the
made against
us, which - perhaps may have caused
some uneasiness and trepidation among

their support in this House and out of
it, and which would have been serioqs
enough if there had been in it any basis
of truth—but I am happy to say that,
as for many others,
there¢/ is not a shadow of foundation—

| it has been stated and re-stated in dif-

ferent measures, from a plaintive way
to an indignant protest, that we are
launching into railway construction of
gigantic magnitude, to a country of

| wuich we know absolutely nothing, and
| without taking
! precaution of having a previdus explor- |

the wusual elementary

ation. I say again there is not a shadow

! of truth in this rumor,-as I shall show
| later on.

But before I proeeed any fur«
ther let me say that the conception which
we have of this work which we are now

| contemplating is very different from the
| conception entertained of it by some of

our criticsa. Most ef our crities look
upon this scheme simply as a commer-
cial venture, to be judged by the ordin-
ary rule of profit and loss. We look

! upon it as a work of national character,

necessitated -by the status of Canada in
the year 1903, just as the Intereelenial
was necessitated by the status ef Can-

| ada at the opening of confederatiom, just

as the C. P. R. was necessitated a few
years after confederation.

Not the Time to Falter.
Sir, when the conference met in 1964,
which laid down the basis of confedera~
tion, it passed a resolution afirming the

necessity for the immediate construction
of the  Intercelonial railway; it passed

surveys and exploration. of the ground
to ascertain whether or not all parts of

The prairie |

1t passed this resolution, as it conceived

if it was a work of political necesszity
it had to be built, cost what it mighr.

&derhtion, the

by  the

be carried by the stronger. (Cheers.)

it is a work of a national character, then

tidal waters of the Atlantic with the

know in advance, though we are sure

in fertility, in resources and in prodwe-
tiveness. In that consideration

any previous explorations, but I have
to say this more, that we have a wealth
of exploration and information on this
subject. We have more information
upon this scheme than ever was possess-
ed by former governments when they de-
cided to build the Intercolonial or the
Canadian Pacific. (Applause.) I do not
expect even the most fastidious of our
crities will ask us that we should have
an exploration across the prairies. They
are satisfied that we have enough infor-
mation now to ‘deal with this question
so far as the prairies are coneerned.

Mountains of Information.

But I shall be asked: ‘“What about
the Rocky Mountains?’ My answer in
regard to the Rocky Mountains is that
we have mountains of information.
(Laughter and applause.) We have
mountains of booxks, pamphlets, and re-
ports, from traders, from explorers, from
engineers. From the early days when
the French settled upon the shores of
the St. Lawrence, the constant aim of
those hardy pioneers of that day was to
reach that western sea, now familiar to
us, at that time unknown, which inspired
the awe of everything unknown. Sam-
uel De Champlain devoted years of his
life to the task, in the hope of finding a
passage to the sea. Robert Chevalier
de la Salle~lost his life in the attempt.
Another man, Verandrye, took an over-
land journey to reach the prairies, and
his two sons, on the 1st of January,
1745, were the first Europeans to cast
eyes upon the Rocky Mountains, -Ver-
andrye himse!f lost his life, like Robert
de la Salle, in the attempt to get to the
Pacific ocean. ' After the country had
passed under the sovereignty of the Brit-
ish crown the task was resumed+«by tbe
Scotch traders established in Monttreal,
and in 1765 Alexander Mackenszie was
the first white man to reach the Paciic
ocean across the mountains by the over-
land journey. Many parties subse-
quently attempted to perform the same
feat. The last of them was Capt. But-
ler of the British army, who in the w:n-
ter of 1872 crossed the continent from
Fort A-la-Corne at the forks of the Sas-
katchewan, by way of the Peace river,
to the Pacific ocearn. :

Rocky Mountain Passes.

In that year, 1872, the Canadian gov-
ernment undertook a systematic and
scientific exploration of that country of
the whole northern region TYrom Lake
Abittibi westward to the Pacific ocean.
From the year 1872 to the year 1880 no
less than 28 expeaitions were organized
to visit, explore, and report upon that
country. Their reports are all available
to us now, and during that time the snum
of no less than $5,000,000 was expended.
for that purpose. Now, one district was.
specially examined at that time, and that
was the northern section of the Rocky
Mountains. Several passes, all the passes
north of the Kicking Horse Pass, were
examined, and especially the Pine River
Pass. Mr. Marcus Smith, Mr. Cambie,.
Mr. Hunter, Mr. Gordon, Mr. Retski..
and several others, all engineers of em--
inence, crossed and recrossed that ter-

as they were with the streets of Ottawa.
Anyone who to-day would care to look
into the reports now accumulated. im: the
archives of the railway department will
EKnow that country just as he may know
his own home. These explorations show
conclusively that the best of all these
passes may be found either in the Pine:
River Pass or in the Peace River Pass.

subject. [

It is not only a fact that there IS a very
successful ' way of crossing the Rocky
Mountains either by the Pine river or
by the Peace river, but om both these

! rivers are to be found lands: as fertile
those who do us the honor to give us |

as the lands of the Red river or the Sas-~
katchewan,

Area of Wheat Produetion.

It is of some interest te follow, the
area of wheat production on this com-
tinent’ from the early days of the nine-
teenth century. Wheat growing fizst
began on the shores of the St. Law-
rence; from the showes of the St. Law-
rence it passed to the Genesee valley,
in the state of New York; from the Gen-
esee valley it passed to the Ohio river;
from the Ohio river te I'linois; from ¥ii-
nois to Minnesota; from Minneseta to
Paketa, and froma Dakota to Manitoba
and the Northwest Territories, where
it now is. The wheat area is fast ad-
vancing towards the Saskatchewan river,
gnd in a few years it will pass over to
the Peace river, and to the Piue river
valleys. (Cheers) And whem Manitoba
and the Red river and the Saskatchewan
river territewy have been exhausted for
wheat production, and have been given
to mixed farming, then the Peace river
and the Pine river territory will become
the wheatproducing cemtres of the
world. Fnstead of givimg my own opin-
ion om this, it is perhaps better that I
showld give the language used by the ex-
plogers of that day.,

Peace River Pass.

Before I go intg that let me quete the
language of Captain Butler, whe was
the last of the individual explorers to
wheny I have alluded. In the appendix
to his work, “The Wild North Land,”
Qaptain ‘Butler, F.R.G.8., writes in the
following pregnant language: “But
.should . this Indian pass at she head of
Pine river prove to be on examination

it to be a work of political necessity, and’

When, a few years later, upon the ac-
cession of British Columbia to the cun-
government of the day
piedged- itseir, and wisely pledged itself,
in favor of the building of a railway,
of a highway across the Rocky Moun-
tains, in order to join the new province
Paecific to the rest of the Do-
minion, they did it, although they shp-
posed that all that section of the coun-
try would not be equally productive, but
they did it in the full belief and deter-
mination that the weaker sections would

If our conception of this railway Is the
correct and true one, as we contend that

it follows that this railway has to be
built from ocean to ocean to connect the

tidal waters of the Pacific; though we
that all sections of it will not be equal
alone

there would have been cause sufficient
{ for us to go on with this work without

ritory, and became as familiar with, it/

still of -opinion that
Peace river. affords a
western ocean vastly superior
the known passe lying
What are the advantag

for it? They can be br

is level throughout its en
has a wide, deep . and
flowing through it; its higl
in the main ridge of the Roc
tains is about (1,800 fect: . tl
depth of its winter fall of si
three feet; by the first weck
year the snow (muually

the winter): had.. entir

from the north shore” of th
vegetation was already. fory

woods along the mountai

though these are importa:

for this mountain pass, the

ant of all remains to be st

the western end of the pass

range of mountain, a di

miles across British Colum

not exist one single impe«

railroad. By following thi

JParsnip river from ‘the f

Macleod, the Omineca rance is

north, and "thé: relling ‘plateau
Stuart’s laka is reached, withe
mountain intervening; th

of the Nacharcole can be

we have seen in my story, v
slightest difficulty, and ‘a lin

followed to' within twenty miles
ocean, at the head of Dean’s

claim, moreover; for'thfs route,

is shortér ‘than any projected

present under: considération;

would develop a land as ric¢h,.if no

er, than any portion of the Saskat
ewan territory; that it -altogether avoins
the tremendous mountain ranges
Southern British Columbia and th, «
gorge of the Fraser-river;-amd;

that along ‘the Nacharcolé river

will be found 'a country admirably
to settlement, and possessing
of a kind nowhere: else
British Columbis.”

An Engineer’s - Opinion,

in that

passay

rie |

I 1
found

to be

nd
in

That, sir, is the.opinion of. a. travellse
of eminence, but let me give now the
opinion of. a professional engincer, Mr,
Gordon, whose report is to he found in
Mr. Flemin; report for= 1850,
“Were it:necessary or expeda
a course for:rthe Pacifie raily
north as the Peace River Pass, a -
paratively.-easy route is offered in this
direction. Hven-at:the wildest and most
rugged parts of the pass the mountains
are almost invariably fringed by flats or
by gentle slopes of varying: width., One
or two avalanche courses, a few ravines,
and occasional .ppejéctions:of rock would
form the chief difficulties, which are an-
parently much less serious than many oh-
stacles that have been overcome on othr
Canadian railways. At its highest, or
western, extremity the pass is not more
than 1,650 feet:above the sea level, and
the current- of the river, which is very
equable, is not more than from four t
five miles.an hour:where it' cuts: thirough
the mountain range. East of the pass,
for fifty miles; till tae canyon is reached,
the engineering difficulties would prcl-
ably not be much greater than those pre-
sented by an open:prairie. But the chief
difficulty on- this. reute would be found
at the canyon, K where the river sweers
round the base. of a-salitary massive hill
known as the Mountain of Rocks, or ihe
Portage Mountains, just' above the ITnd-
son HOpe;- yet: even hiere, although the
work, would be heawy; the difficnlties
would be by no:means: insuperable.”
Mr. Cambieé, i the same report, says:
“The Peace river, which is the lowrst
known: pass- through: the Rocky Moun-
tains, offers:a: wondenfuily faverable Line
for: a railway through that range, and
forsixty milés-eastof its main summits.”

A\ Fertilb: Wheat Area.

Mr.. Mareus- Smith. in the same report
for. 1878-79, says:. “This can undoabt-
edly become the great wheat-producing
province of. the. Dominion. Ln aid of its
development: it. possesses a noble and
navigable river,, which runs through its
centre; affording easy means of collect-
ing its.products and bringing them cheap-
ly to some conwenient point, where they
could be received by the railway.”
Mzr.. Smith,. neéferring to the Pine
Pass route in anether repert, :
“There is«further the important eonsid-
emnatiom that im the place of a bleak,
sterile country, the line by the Pine river
route wonld traverse an area of remark-
able fentility. The fertil belt, or whe

preducing coumntry, extends nearly 300
miles further te the west, before
Roeky Mountains are reached, than by
the route over the Yeilow Head Tass: 2
cerresponding reduction being made D
the breadth of sterile country to be cross
ed im the Rocky Mountain districe.”

says:

River

the

The Pacific Terminus.

Now, sir, as to Port Simpson, which
s to be the terminus ef this railway, i&
is also important to know what is e
epinion of the engineers who survesed
the country at the time of which 1 have
spoken. Mr. Fleming, in his report o
187879, says: “Poxnt Simpson is poss
the best harbor on, the Mainland,” add-
ing: Jf all the terminal points, pro-
jecting on the Madnland and on Vaaeou
ver Island, Port Simpson is mosg eoi-
veniently situated for Asiatic trade.
Mr. Marcus Smith says: “There I8
really no harhor on the-coast of il
Mainiand of British Columbia, with tie¢
exception of Port Simpson, eligikly -
ated ror the purpose of. foreign
merce. It is easily approached fro
ocean, and, is the nearest ta, the cou
Asia of any harbor in British Colun’
Again, in; another repsrt writt:
1878-79, Mr. Marcus Smith, sa
Simpsen; may possibly ke €0

present. tee far north for the

of the Camadian Pacifie railway,

is importamt that the fact sho
borne im mind that kg wirtwe of lo
tudes. and consequent easy gradit
gether with the mwederate char

the weorks required te reach it.

minal point offexss advantages

would enable a Camadian line
competition for the trade with Ch
Japan.”

: Great Clay Belt.

This is net all. The section ¢
try east of tne ecity of Winnipeg !
tending te Lake Abittibi was
pored by the engineers of the &
ment. But in order tg save tim
not refer to the opinion then expi
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has been collected by the governn
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hn area of about GOO
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ivable areas at vi
Another important
he explorations is
his nortuern dist:
stacle to successfn
nent. + The informati
letely dispels the
hat its winters are
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o mature, The absence of
Frosts noted 'hy the explorers
rrowth of all the common vegd
he hiuason Bay posts, must
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A Well-wooded Countr;

The 50th parallel of
through the centre of the ag|
selt, and the climate is -not r
erent from that of the, provined
toba, lying along the same pa
ais exception, -of course, that
er is tempered hy ‘the great.-sp
psts and the presence of so lar
portion of water surface. 1ue
00, has an abundance of wood
building, and commercial purpd
>le.n1y.-of pare water e wh
ther point equalled only in im
by the -existence of a vast areg
cultural dand in this country and|
erate elimate is.the fact-that it
covered with extensive ‘forests: o
Gackpine and poplar. ‘The vilu
class of timber, as everybody
fuereasing every day, and the m
it is widening, and rich ‘indeed
rountry which has boundless
in these varieties of woods. In
triet of Nipissing, north of the ”
line, there is estimated to bhe
"",UQ0.000 cords ©of pulpwood: ir
trict of Algoma, 100.600.000
the distriet of Thunder Bay, 15
‘ords, and in the district.of Rais
18,000,000 c-rds, ¢ rand totdl
00,000 eords. 1e region
seem to extend much beyond ‘tH
of land, but on this side, in ‘thel
around Lakes Temagaming an
Evelyn, and to the north, an ard
and white pine of fine quality
plored and estimated to -comts
hree billions of feet, B.M.

Good Water Power,

A’ feature of this region, whi
"ell to note from an -industrial
view, is the existence of many
he rivers and streams. These
doubt be utilized with the adva
he creation of ecomomical pow
he country comes to be opened
Vas mnot expected, of course, f
parties would be able to make a #f
and  exhaustive exploration of
f‘l‘ritory assigned to them, and
imates here given of what has
ported are very conservative. ]
Ip the figures here quoted, howd
have over 25,000 square miles
fertile land, or over 16,000,000
nd 228,000,000 cords of spruce.

latitud

. Farming Country in Quebe
The country east of Lake Ab
he province of Quebee, has
Explored several times. It was
ossession of early settlers as f4
1s two hundred years ago. The

[l believe, had a port on Lake Ab
‘he seventeenth century. 3ut it
ficult to get all the information
point collectible in books of expl
hé: Quebec government had th
Ty explared in the t few year
bngineer of eminence, Mr.
1S opinion has been summarized
Thar  engineer, Mr. Doucett, in
FowMg . - language: “From R
“Luﬂb is a station on the Quebee
Pt. Joln railway) to the we
of the province of Quebec, a dist
fome 375 miles, the line runs thy
200d fapming country, the soil
chiefly dlay.” ‘
Will Tap Famous Gold Mi

i.fQ ree:'lpitzulzlto what I am sta
‘\-‘: .‘stablmhwi that fhe railway

sily built aeross dhe Rocky Mol
Y Way of the Pine piver or the
:;'1‘:(‘1'; it is established that alon
},r-“fs .\\‘.111 be found ridhk prairie
N‘- .fertlllty to the best Jand alc
t"’fkﬂt(’h{‘“’ﬂn- river and the Rec
"'is established thliat the railwa
y Way of either the Pine gver
tdce river, would place us in ¢of
::x“{m with the famous Omineca ¢
[ 1M0us for its gold mines, which
'¢ idle because it is impossible




