
This military and political road, sus- transportation of merchandise between 
tained by American bounty in the form the United States and the British pos-

ence is a distinctly hostile demonstration. S1™1 to these laws a construct,on ond 
Will our government furnish the new a scope that I do not thmk was coutem- 
steamship line with what amounts to P'ated by Congress. A policy adapted 
another subsidy, and insure the pros- j the new condemns growmg m port 
perity of the military and political road °ut °f the construction of the Canadian 
by continuing to grant the bonding priv- ! £ac‘fic ,railw=J ®bould ba declaied, and 
ilege which Canada is already using to ! fh<- business placed on a-basis more J?st 
tne disadvantage of onr own railroads' to our people and to our transportation

companies. If we continue the pohev 
of supervising rates and requiring that 
theÿ shall be equal and reasonable upon 
tfie roads of the United States, we can
not, in fairness, at the same time giver 
tnese unusual facilities for competition 
to Canadian roads that are free to pur-' 
sue the practices as to cut rates and 
favored rates that we condemn and

the road in our own hands? Why did 
we not give it to the company to build 
as well as the other section? We did 
it because we want to keep that sec
tion of country, which is bo d)e the exit 
of the productive portion of the west, 
in our own hands, so as to be able to 
Regulate the traffic over it. The prairie f 
section will be teeming with business, 
as we know; it will be teeming with ac
tivity, as we know. (Cheers.) Already 
there are three lines of railway—the C. 
P. R., the Great Northern and the Can
adian Northern—and this will be still 
another. Other roads are also going to 
be built there to meet the increasing 
wants of the people. The C. P. R. has 
its exit on the north shore of Lake Su
perior; these other railways have no exit. 
It is our intention that this road shall 
be kept and maintained under our super
vision, so that all railways may get the 
benefit of it, so that the Canadian peo
ple may not be comiielled to build an
other road across the section of the coun
try. This is the reason why we have 
adopted a policy which I shall supple
ment later on by other explanations. 
(Cheers.)

days. The Senate reused tx> ratify the : adian ministers stated that if they could 
bill thus solemn.-y introduced by the gov- ! be assured that the imperil govern- 
ernment. (HearT hear.) Whatever may j ment would accept the principle of pre- 
liave been the reasons, whatever may : fcrential trade generally, and particu- 
hav* been the whispers in the ears of ! lari y grant to the food products of Cau- 
those Senators, whatever may have been l^da in the United Kingdom exemption 
the influences which caused the Senate | from duties now levied or hereinafter 
thus to rebel agaiflgtg policy of the j imposed, they would be prepared to go 
government, it is not for me to say, I j further into the subject of preferential 
have no particulars this point tx> offer, j trade, and endeavor to give to thd Brit- 
But certain it is that in the following 1 ish manufacturer some increased advam- 
year a company was formed, known as \ tago over his foreign competitors in the 
the St. Lawrence & Maritime Province j markets of Canada.”
Railway Company, which, tradition says, j 
was actiitg under a tacit understanding 
between the Grand Trunk Railway Com- This policy is to-day attracting the at- 
pany and the xgovernment of Sir John * tention of the civilized world. It is be- 
Ma edema Id for the construction of a ' ing submitted to the British electorate, 
railway from the town of Edmundston j and it is^this policy which is viewed by 
to Moncton. If that railway had been | an American citizen, Mr. Andrew Car- 
built it would have provided a shorter j uegie, in the great exponent of public 
line of communication by way of Hali- : opinion in England. Mr. Carnegie states 
fax, Moncton, Edmundston and Riviere the reason why the British public and 
du Loup. the Canadian electorate cannot give heed

to this policy which I have just outlined, 
cannot go forward with it, cannot un-

The line was surveyed, and I have the . dertake to give the British people a pre
report of the engineer in charge, Mr. j ference in return for a preference for 
Davey, who said that a good line could , them, is because the American citizen 
Toe found between Edmundston and ; has a weapon in his hands which he can 
Moncton. Mr. Davey says: “The total ; bring down upon the head of the Cana- 
length of the line surveyed from Grand dian people, by removing the bonding 
Falls to Berry’s Mills was 16G miles, ' privileges. In a letter which I find sum- 
and, adding 3G miles from Edmundstqn marized in some newspaper he (Mr. Car- 
to/lb-yand Falls, and seven miles from ' negie) uses this very pregnant and sig- 
Bw's Mills to Moncton, the total dis- j nificatit language: “A word from the 
tance from Edmundston to Moncton President cancels the privilege now gen- 
would be 209 miles, which would make i erously extended to Canada of reaching 
the distance from Montreal to Halifax, ' open American ports through American 
by the Grand Trunk to Chaudière June- j territory, with all her exports and ira- 
tion, the Intercolonial to Riviere du ports free of duty, for five months in the 
Loup, the Temiscouata railway to Ed- . year, when lier own ports are ice-bound, 
mundston, and the proposed line to Mono- ' She uses the privilege all the year, 
ton, and thence by the Intercolonial to President Roosevelt is the last man I 
Halifax, 759 miles in all. If, however, j could think of who would hesitate a mo* 
the line from the Grand river, north of j meut to say the word, but even he and 
the Sisson range, which, as I have: ap b{s cabinet would be powerless to re
stated, I explored myself, and with an ; sist the imperious demand that at least 
assistant engineer, be adopted, a saving j we. should not furnish the weapon that 
of distance of at least ten miles would j enabled another power 
be obtained and the improvement of the ; The withdrawal of the privilege given 
line at the De Chute river, as recom- ! to Canada would probably be sufficient 
mended by Mr. Cranston, would also to satisfy Great Britain that the Amer- 
effect a saving of distance, so that, in j ican people were in earnest. Negotiar 
my opinion, the total length, from Ed- j lions'would soon bçgin, and the privilege 
mundston to Moncton pay be reduced | so rashly disturbed would be restored, 
to 199 miles, or 749 miles from Montreal Simultaneosly peace would reign, but 
to Halifax. Time did not. allow for our the bitterness created would remain for 
making a complete survey of the line years .to-retard the return" of the present 
by these alternative routes at the two unusually cordial relations so wantonly 
points I have referred to, but I believe impaired.” , 
that when made it will result in the sav- I 
ing of distance already stated.”

However, Sir John Macdonald died I 
shortly afterwards, and the scheme fell

; .. , j. .d

President Cleveland's Attitude.
§ir, I am told, and perhaps I may be 

told again, this is simply the opinion of 
a journalist. Wiiy, sir,, if it were con
fined to the expression of a private citi
zen, as Mr. Carnegie, if it were con
fined to newspapers, as the New York 
Sun, perhaps we might pass lightly over 
it, and not feel much apprehension upon 
the subject. But what will you say when 
I bring to your attention the expressions 
of the highest in the land, of those in 
authority, of those wh-o are in a position 
to speak for the American government 
and the American people, w-hat have 
you to say when I bring you messages 
from presidents of the United States and 
representatives from the American Sen
ate? In the month of August, 1888, 
President Cleveland sent the following 
message to Congress:

“The vaiue to the Dominion of Canada 
of the privilegè of transit for their ex
ports and imports across our territory, 
and to and from our ports, will be better 
appreciated when it is remembered that 
for a considerable portion of each year 
the St. Lawrence river, which consti
tutes the direct avenue of foreign com
merce leading through Canada, is closed 

eby ice. During the last six years rhe 
imports and exports of British-Canadian 
provinces carried across our territory, 
under the privileges granted by ovr 
laws, amounted in valu»? to about $275 
000,000, nearly all of which were goods 
dutiable under our tariff laws, by far the 
latger part of this traffic consisting of 
exchanges of goods between Great Bri
tain and her American provinces,^brought 
to and carried from our ports in their 
own vessels. The treaty stipulation en
tered into by our government was in har
mony with the laws which were then on 
our statute books and are still in force.
I recommend immediately legislative ac
tion conferring upon the executive th? 
power to suspend, by proclamation, the 
operation of all . laws and régulations 
permitting the transit of goods, wares 
and merchandise in bdnd àcross or over 
the railways of the United States to or 
from Canada.”
Reasons For United States’s Threats. 
Sir, this was the language, the per

emptory language, of the President of 
the. United States. Now, it is perhaps 
not out of place—nay, it is extremely im
portant—to make clear what was the 
cause which brought President Cleve
land to hold such a threat over iour 
heads. The cause was the fact that we 
would not agree—the Canadian govern
ment, the Canadian people, would not 

hood, and to place us in such a i/ositton agree—to the abrogation of the fisheries 
that at all times of the year, not only treaty of 1818. Under the treaty of 
by one railway, but by two or more, we 1818 American fishermen are granted 
ghall have access through Canada, from certain privileges in Canadian waters. 
January to December, to our own ha.- They are allowed to make use of the 
hors and be able to say to our American shores of Nova Scotia and New Brans- 
neighbors: “Take off your bonding priv- Vick for certain purposes—for food, wa- 
ilege whenever it suits you—(great ap- ter, repair and shelter. They are not 
ptouse);—we are commercially ipdeppnd? allowed to make use of that coast to buy 
cut”; and we shall have our indep'énd-; bait or to land their fish. The Ameri- 
ence absolutely secured to us whenever can8 have been applying to us, again and' 
we shall have this new railway to our again, for the two privileges, the priv- 
own harbors. (Renewed cheers.) iiege of buying bait in Canadian terri*

American Threats. tory and the privilege of landing their
t, ,, .. . , cargoes of fish. We have refused unlessHou. gentlemen opposite may ask who we*were given some compensation. We 

.s Mr. Andrew Carnegie? and say he is haTe ahvj[ been ready‘t0 uegotia.e 
simply an American citizen, he ^ not with tbem. We have told the American 
speaking for the nation. Sir, when men fishermen a£ain and aeain: 
speak who are ,n the position, of Mr share with „ our adv8Dtage3 if yau 
Carneg,6, we must take it for granted share ug adTantage3,-
that they know something of the ptjbfe* In the case ot Nova ScQtia wp .haJeU: 
opinion of their country. We know that basis for our operations ot fisbennen. 
Mr Carnegie m thip respect, unfortun- and Canadian fiBhermen have the adTau. 
ately, ‘S not only voicing his own opto- t that th ean use the to sup.
ions but the opmmns of a large section , themselves with bait, and to land 
of the Amencan people, because the theîr cargoea of fish. The American fish- 
ideas to which he has given espressmn erman have the adTantage of having a 
have been again and again expressed in market ,n their own territory. We have 
the American press. We cannot take told them in and in: ..Ye5- we 
a step forward m our own interests to are wim t0 agree with you;, give „s 
better our position, to improve our trade, the ,,I>portanity of sharing with you 
but again and again we are to djrom markets/and we wiii give you the
the American side that we had better -lvil of. s’hariug with us the advan- 
look out, because forsooth, the bonding t oI 0Qr base of operations." That
prl'i'5?.er e r was a fair proposition. (Cheers.) But
m 1896 the government of Sir Charles u never wag aeceded t it neTer was ac.
Tupper thought of asking for tenders ted_ But be(.ause we would not agre„ 
for the fast Atlantic service-a thing to se„ „„ birtKHght, we were threat 
winch was purely a measure of domestic ened by President Cleveland with the 
eoncern-the matter was resented by the withdrawal ot the bonding privileges. 
American press, and we were told again m h x 
that if we dared to go on with that pro
ject the bonding privilege, would be re- Demands of American Roads,
moved.

Views of United States Journals.

Mr. Carnegie’s Letter.

punish if practiced by our own railroads. 
I regret that circumstances prevented an 
earlier examination by me of those ques
tions, but submit now these views, in the 
hope that they may lead to a revision 
of the laws upon a safer and juster 
basis.”

A Previous Survey Report.

Must Be Independent of U. S.
As to the Western Section.’Luckily, sir, up to this moment we 

have escaped the danger with which 
repeated occasions, we have been threat
ened. But, sir, what would happen if 
at any moment there should pass one of 
those frenzies, one of those periods of 
excitement which we have seen some
times amongst nations, the American na
tion included? If at any moment we 
may be deprived of the bonding priv
ileges which we have had up to the 
present, the only way whereby we can 
contemplate such a contingency with 
equanimity is to provide against it, and 
to have upon our own territory all the 
facilities by which we can get access to 

(Cneers.) Sir, our 
relations to-day With our American 
neighbors are friendly; they were never 

and I hope they will continue

, on Now, I shall be asked, why do you 
not retain also that western section? 
Why do you not continue building bj 
the government the railway from Winni
peg to the Pacific ocqan? We came to 
the conclusion to have that railway built 
and operated by a company for the rea 
son that we do not believe, under exist
ing circumstances, and for many years, 
perhaps for many generations to come, it 
will be possible, with such activity as 
may be developed in that section of the 
country, successfully to operate it as a 
government road. I may be biased or 
prejudiced on that question. I formed 
my opinion some few years ago, and per
haps I may be permitted to relate a per
sonal experience which went far to form 
my own conviction in this regard. In 
the fall of 1896 Mr. J. R. Booth of this 
city invited me to visit his railway, the 
Canada Atlantic railway, which was 
then in process of construction. I ac
cepted the invitation. The road had 
been built almost to the shores of the 
Georgian bay, perhaps within half a 
mile of it. When we left the train we 
-walked to the shore of the lake, a bleak 
shore with mot a building upon it. Mr. 
Booth said: “This is the terminus of 
my railway.”
“Where is the trade to come from?” 
His answer was, “I have to create a 
trade. I have to collect it from Port 
Arthur, from Duluth, 'from Ohicago and 
from both sides of the lake. I will have 
to build elevators. I will perhaps have 
to ibuy wheat in order to furnish freight 
to my railway.”

Would Have to Create Trade.
Then, sir, it dawned upon me that no 

government under such a condition of 
things, when everything has to be cre
ated, could successfully operate a rail
way in a new country like that. When 
this railway is taken to Port^Simpson 
there will be the same thing which I 
found on the Georgian bay in 189G— 
the bleak shore, nothing upon it—every
thing will have to be created, wharves, 
warehouses and sheds will have to be 
built, elevators will have to be provided, 
branch lines wrill have to be construct
ed, possibly hotels may have to be built, 
and managed, steamships ‘ivilY have to 
be provided and chartered, trade will 
have to be brought from all points of 
Asia. Would anyone tell me that gov
ernment management under such cir
cumstances could do justice to the coun
try in such a big question as that? 
(Hear, hear.). Would anyone tell me 
that the management, even where we 
could put it in the hands of a commis
sion responsible to parliament, having to 
come here for appropriations for this and 
for tnat, would have that elasticity 
which is a condition essential to the suc
cessful management of such a road? 
Would parliament, for instance, be will
ing to give power to the minister of rail
ways and canals, or to the commission, 
to build or acquire steamships, or would 
parliament give power to send agents 
across to t£e coast of Asia, to Japan, 
to China, and elsewhere, to collect trade? 
Would parliament, I wonder, in its dis
position as I have known it for so 
many years, ibe willing to give Ihe gov
ernment power to go into hotelkeeping 
and hotel building? I doubt it; and for 
all tnese reasons we have come to tne 
conclusion that it is better, and prefer
able in every possible way, that such 
railway should be built and operated by 
a private company. (Applause.) Now, 
I shall come to this subject again at a 
later period in my remarks.

A National Necessity.

our own harbors.

more so,
so. (Renewed cheers.) For -niy part-.
I nevei* made any secret of it -I have 
the greatest possible admiration for the 
American people. I have always admired 
their many strong qualities. But I have 
found in the short experience during 
which it has been my privilege and my 
fortune to be placed at the head of af
fairs ^by the will of the Canadian peo
ple, that the best and most effect!ve. 
wayto maintain friendship with our 
American neighbors is to be absolutely 
independent of them. (Hear, hear.) 

-These are the reasons why we have ap
plied to parliament to give its counten
ance txy the policy which I have, outlined, 
a policy which will give fo this new 
transcontinental railway a terminus at 
our otfn harbor, and an all-Canadian 
route to reach it. Now, sir, what are 
some of the objections taken against 
this proposition which we have seen and 
heard ià the press? They tell us, if you 
build this railway you will injure'the 
Infércétonial. Sir, I de nbt admît'that 
we Tfrould injure the Intercolonial, be
cause T have no doubt, and I submit to 
the judgment, intelligence and experi
ence of-every man in this House, that 
there will be trade and business enotfeh 
coming! ffrom the west, not only for one 
road, but for two roads, if not more. 
(Cheers.) But, after all, I say to our 
friends bn the north shore, who may per
haps feel and decide that the Intercolo
nial might be prejudiced by this new 
line, that there is -nothing to be feared 
in tM»;-.respect, because the new road 
will net prejudice the constituencies 
which are served by the Intercolonial. 
With eespect to trade, the business off 
the nexç, road will be created by the road 
itself; it will be a business which is not 
in existence to-day, tHear, hear.) 

interests of People First.

to wound us.

I asked Mr. Booth,Appeal to Canadian Manhood.
Let me observe upon this that, if we 

have used American ports, .it is not be
cause for five months in the year eUr 
own ports z are ice-bound ; everybody 
knows that our ports in winter are just 
as open as the American harbors. 
(Cheers.) Everybody knows, except Mr. 
Andrew Carnegie and the bulk of Amer
ican public opinion, that if we have used 
American ports" and bonding privileges 
it was not because our harbors were ice-

through.
An All-Canadian Route.

Now, sir, the policy which we propose, 
apart from all other considerations, may 
be taken as a step—tardy step though it ; 
be—to implement'the solemn pledge made 
in 1885. I confess, sir, that perhaps
this, of itself, would not be a sufficient . . -, e , ,
reason, though in oi)e respect it ought "Und m wlater. but simP>y because^ 
to be; because, it there is one thing as have no railways to comraumeat» wi& 
to which the parliament of Canada ought *bem\. 1,1 tbe £ace of tbls b ask tbl' 
to be firm, it ought to be that the solemn Canadian people to stand on their man- 
word 01 parliament is sacred, and to im
plement every promise made by parlia
ment.

But. sir, there is another consideration,
•of a far more important character than 
this, to which it is now my duty to call 
the special at 
When Sir Chati
Ing from the «tliA I
«peak, stated that the intercolonial, lo
cated as it was. could^not perform the 
service we expected from it, that it could 
not give thorough satisfaction in the way 
-of providing transportation for the grow
ing trade of Canada, I believe he stated 
a proposition which, if exception was 
taken to it then, no exception can be suc
cessfully taken now. But, sir, there is 
something more than that. When Sir 
Çharlcs Tupper stated, also at that time, 
that, it was essential to the welfare of 
the people of Canada that the terminus 
of any transcontinental railway that we 
might have should be in Canadian ter
ritory, in Canadian waters, he simply 
voiced what is the conscience of the 
Canadian people. (Cheers.) I 
to say that Sir Charles Tupper did not 
with equal firmness insist that not only 
should the terminus be in Canadian ter
ritory, at a Canadian harbor, 
the route itself should be in Canadian 
territory. When lie agreed that that ! 
line should be in Amencan territory, Sir 
Charles Tupper went bad in the heart 
and conscience of the Canadian people.
(Great Cheering.)

• The Line a Necessity.

ttoptiou, of parliament.
1886, speak- 

now

But, fitter all, let me say this to the 
memberp ot. the House, and I submit it 

as w^ll, that even

“We will memoerp o* tne nousi 
to the Canadian people 
Ff-iWA Intercolonial were injured ’ijvpome 
extent^ywere to lose some traffic, ièî me 
ask thip question, Does the Intercolonial 
exist for the Canadian people or the 
Canadian people for the Intercolonial? 
(Applause.) I may be told that if we 
make j^a error we cannot correct it; if 
we injure somebody we cannot repair the 
injury.^. Sir, are we to be told* that if 
we are. to have traffic from the east to 
the west, the people of the west and the 
people bf the east shall not have the 
benefit^ of the shortest route? No, sir: 
if it copies to be a question between th4 
management of the Intercolonial and the 
interest of the Canadian people, we leave 
the issue in perfect confidence to the 
judgment of the Canadian people. 
(lOheers.)

am sorry

but that

Now, sir, we lay it down as a prin
ciple, upon, which we are to be judged 
by friend and foe, that we are to have 

transcontinental railway, that its ter
minus must be in Canadian waters, and 
that the * whole line, every inch of it, 
must be on Canadian territory. We
say, further, that such a line is a neces- The New York Sun, gn American of 
sity of our commercial independence. Americans, and a good exponent of Am- 
(Opposition laughter.) Sir, I am sur- ericap public opinion, which voices the 
prised at the levity displayed by some j feelings, and I may say as well the pre- 
hon. gentlemen on so grave a question, judices, of the American people—and I 
Whnt have you to say to-day to’tiiis? j do not use the word prejudices iu an 
Wtiat are 3'our minds ruirorag to, when . offensive sense, 'because prejudices are 
you ha\fe facts staring you in the face sometimes the exaggeration of a noble 
which show you that at this moment feeling, and I dx> not blame anyone for 
Canada is not commercially independent having prejudices in his heart, they be- 
of the United States?

Another Point Discussed.
NoWj! sir, I have to pass to another 

point tif this scheme. The public has 
A few years after- | 1)6611 made aware already by the corres

pondence which has been exchanged be
tween ‘ourselves and my hon. friend the 
late mihister of railways, that it is pro
posed 1 to divide this line bf railway, 
winch is to extend from Moncton to the

a
It is about time that I Should touch 

upon another branch of the subject. 
The accusation has been made against 
us, which perhaps may have caused 
some uneasiness and trepidation among 
those who do us the honor to give us 

Pacific Ocean, into two sections. One their support in this House and out of 
section, that from Moncton to Winnipeg, it, and which would have been serious 
is to be built by the government; the enough if there had been in it any basis 
other section, that from Winnipeg to the 0f truth—but I am happy to say that, 
Pacific Ocean, is to be built, owned and for that charge, as for many others, 
operated by a company. I know that there is not a shadow of foundation— 
this line of policy has already been the it has been stated and re-stated in dif- 
subjeet of much criticism. We have ferent measures, from a plaintive way 
been told that we are keeping to our- to an indignant protest, 
selves the unproductive portion of the j launching into railway construction ot 
road, whereas we are leaving and giv- gigantic magnitude, to a country of 
ing to h company the productive portion WmCh we know absolutely nothing, and 
of the^ road. This criticism might have without taking the usual elementary 
a good deal of force in it if we were precaution of having a previous explor- 
oursely’es to operate the line which is to ation. I say again there is not a shadow 
be built by the government. But we j Gf truth in tiiis rumor, as I shall show 
are merely contracting with a company j later on. But before I proceed any fur- 
to build a line. We have made a con- l ther let me say that the conception which 
tract whereby this line is to be opor- 1 we have of this work which we are now 
ated, hot by ourselves, but by that com ! contemplating is very different from the 
pany, they agreeing to pay us a rental j conception entertained of it by some of 
of the' rate of 3 per cent, per annum 0ur critics^ Most of our critics look 
upon the cost of construction. There- j up0n this scheme simply as a commer- 
fore, let our friends on the other side : cial venture, to be judged by the ordin- 
of the House take note of this fact, that ary rule of profit and loss. We Took 
with the exception of a few years of in- j upon it as a work of national character, 
terest, to which I shall allude later on. necessitated -by the status of Canada in 
we shall have this portion of the railway the vear 1903, just as the Intercolonial 
built by the government from Moncton was'necessitated by the status of Can
to Winnipeg without the cost of one a(i^ at the opening of confederation, just 
dollar to the Canadian treasury. (Ap- | ag the C. P. R. was necessitated a few 
plause.) We advance the money, and years after confederation, 
we shall have to pay interest upon it, 
but we shall receive interest upon it at 
the same rate; so that whatever we 
give with one hand we shall receive back 
with tne other. To this extent there Is 
no risk whatever assumed by thè Cana-

Nor is that all. 
wards, in the session of the Congress of 
1892, a report was brought down to ihe 
Senate from the committee on interstate
commerce, again dealing with the bond
ing privileges. This time the reason 
why this threat w’as held over our heads 
was not on account of the fishery ques
tion, but on account of the railway ques
tion. The American railways wanted to 
have certain privileges upon our terri
tory that we were not prepared tq^giv? 
them, and. because we would not give 
them these advantages, because we were 
not ready to make part of the soil of 
Canada for railway purposes pffrt of the 
American territory, again we w»‘ve 
threatened With the removal of the 
bondmg privileges. This was the con
clusion of the report J have referred tc: 
“The committee therefore recommend 
that either such a license system shall be 
established as will be applicable to the 
Canadian railroads doing business in the 
United States, or that some other plan 
not injurious to the general trade and 
commerce of the country be adopted, 
which will secure to American railroads 
an equal chance in competition with 
Canadian , roads.” Such action, in the 
judgment of the committee,;is in the in
terest not only of American roads, and 
especially American transcontinental 
lines, but in the interest of America r. 
commerce and of the general prosperity 
of the American people.

ing frequently the result of -education 
and other circumstances—but the N^W 

. , . lork Sun, speaking of the project of hav-
position to-day. From jng a fast Atlantic service between 

ca^ly days of ranWuy developmen Bngiand and -Canada, made use of the 
of this country we have been depend- f01|0W-jng language: “The route by, die 
eht on American good-will for the trans- ; new steamship line from Liverpool to 
port at ion of our goods across American Ha.lifax and theilce by p. r. to Chi- 
territory. L rom the early daj's of Gan- cag0 -would be shorter than the route to 
aduin railway development we have been and through N6w York, and.-hunce its 
forced to make use of Amencan tern- advantages are obvious. Goods and mer- 
tory and harbors. The American gov ch^ndise WQuld be carried from Halifax 
eminent granted us the bonding priv- to Quebec through American territory 
ileg.s. They granted us the prmlege of. under protection ot tbe bonding prh- 
itshig their harbors for our imports and i|e^è- and- aocordingly> lhe & P. It 
exports without paying them tolls and wfl)d b ,,ble to profit ,arge.y by 
eusthm.s dues. But my honorable friends trausportation we8tward;'* 
opposite are aware that this privilege 
has always been held over our heads by 
the American à\ith'drit^ê',iv?is the sjword which had been adopted a few years 
of Damocles. My hofodrabte' friends on before, of having the C. P. R. built 
the* other side are aware that this priv- across the state of Maine: “The priv
ilege, that the abrogating of this priv- ikge thus conferred by us is already 
ilege has been used again and again as essential to the prosperity .of that com- 
a threat to obtain from us concessions Pa»>"- This road could not run without

it. 'The C. P. R. therefore lives and 
, prospers by our sufferance and direct as- 

M by, sir, it is only last week that an sistance. . We furnish it 'with feeders
1 —-----te and traffic essential to its existence; yet

letter to the London 'Times in which .it was built and is maintained as a mHi- 
he reviewed the-poticy-weoffered to the ,-t'iflry road along the northern border, and 
British governmëHt,Ilîtët j;ëai' when we as a tie binding together in political 
were in England. Wft’en fn England lact combination the wide’.j'-separateJ Cana- 
yerir a Canadian minister at the Inter- dian provinces, with a dew to the 
Colonial Conference made this proposi- \ strengthening of the Dominion agamt>t 
tion to the British authorities: “The Can- «« in the event of a war with England.

The Bonding Privilege. that we are
What is our

the

their

Here Is a condemnation of the policy

i,i
In a Hostile Spirit 

Even that was not all. In th> follow
ing year President Cleveland again ap
proached the subject, and again ap
proached it in the same hostile spirit, 
and approached) it, as the committee: of 
the Senate had done, from the point of 
view of the American railways, 
made the following recommendation to 
Congress in a message dated November, 
1893; “The statutes relating to the

The Offer to Britain.
Not the Time to Falter.

Sir, when the conference met in 1864, 
which laid down the basis of confedera
tion, it passed a resolution affirming the 
necessity for the immediate construction 

dian government or the Canadian people, j the Intercolonial railway; it passed
j this resolution without waiting to have 
surveys and exploration of the ground 

But why did we keep this sectiou of to ascertain whether or not all parta of

He
To Regulate Traffic.
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this railway would be equally productive, 
it passed this resolution, as it conceived 
it to be a work of political necessity, and' 
if it was a work of political necessity 
it had to be built, cost what it mighr. 
When, a few years later, upon the ac
cession of British Columbia to the eon- 
^IdeAtion, the government of the day 
pledged itseu, and wisely pledged itself, 
in favor of the building of a railway, 
of a highway across the Rocky Moun
tains, _ in order to join the new province 
by the Pacific to the rest of the Do
minion, they did it, although they stip- 
posed that all that section of the coun
try would not be equally productive, but 
they did it in the full belief and deter
mination that the weaker sections would 
be carried by the stronger. (Cheers.) 
If our conception of this railway Is the 
correct and true one, as we contend that 
it is a work of a national character, then 
it follows that this railway has to be 
built from ocean to ocean to connect the 
tidal wafers of the Atlantic with tfie 
tidal xi^nters of the Pacific; though we 
know in advance, though we are sure 
that all sections of it will not be equal- 
in fertility, in resources and in produc
tiveness. In that consideration alone 
there would have been cause sufficient 
for us to go on with this work wdthont 
any previous explorations, but I have 
to say this more, that we have a wealth 
of exploration and information on this 
subject. We have more information 
upon this scheme than ever was possess
ed by former governments when they de
cided to build the Intercolonial or the 
Canadian Pacific. (Applause.) I do not 
expect even the most fastidious of our 
critics will ask us that we should have 
an exploration across the prairies. They 
are satisfied that we have enough infor
mation now to deal with this question 
so far as the prairies are concerned.

Mountains of Information.
But I shall be asked: “What about 

the Rocky Mountains?” My answer in 
regard to the Rocky Mountains is that 
we have mountains of. information. 
(Laughter and applause.) We have 
mountains of booKs, pamphlets, and re
ports, from traders, from explorers, from 
engineers. From the early days when 
the French settled upon the shores of 
the S£. Lawrence, the constant aim of 
those hardy pioneers of that day was to 
reach that western sea, now familiar to 
us, at that, time unknown, which inspired 
the awe of everything unknown. Sam
uel De Champlain devoted years of his 
life to the task, in the hope of finding a 
passage to the sea. Robert ChevalW 
de la Salle-lost his life in the attempt. 
Another man, Verandrye, took an over
land journey to reach the prairies, and 
his two sons, on the 1st of January, 
1745, were the first Europeans to cast 
eyes upon the Rocky Mountains. Ver
andrye himself lost his life, like Robert 
de la Salle, in the attempt to get to the 
Pacific ocean. After the country had 
parsed under the sovereignty of the Brit
ish crown the task was resumed-by tbe 
Scotch traders established in Montreal, 
and in 1765 Alexander Mackenzie was 
the first white man bo reach the PaciSc 
ocean across the mountains by the over
land journey. Many parties subse
quently attempted to perform the same 
feat. The last of them was Capt. But
ler of the British army, who in the win
ter of 1872 crossed the continent from 
Fort A-la-Come at the forks of tlie Sas
katchewan, by way Of the Peade river, 
to the Pacific oceah.

Rocky Mountain Passes.

In that year, 1872, the Canadian gov
ernment undertook a systematic and 
scientific exploration of that country of 
the whole northern region from Lake 
Abittibi westward to the Pacific ocean. 
From the year 1872 to the year 1880 no 
less than 28 expeditions were organized 
to visit, explore, and report upon that 
country. Their reports are all available 
to us now, and during that time the sum 
of no less than $5,000,000 was expended, 
for that purpose. Now, one district was. 
specially examined at that time, and that 
was the northern section of the Rocky 
Mountains. Several passes, all the passes 
north of the Kicking Horse Pass, were 
examined, and especially the Pine River. 
Pass. Mr. Marcus Smith, Mr. Gambie,. 
Mr. Hunter, Mr. Gordon, Mr. Retski.. 
and several others, all engineers of em
inence, crossed and recrossed that ter
ritory, and became as familiar with, it/ 
as they were with the streets of Ottawa. 
Anyone who to-day would care to look 
into the reports now accumulated, ini the 
archives of the railway department will 
Icnow that country just as he may know 
his own home. These explorations show 
conclusively that the best of all. these 
passes may be found either in the Pine 
River Pass or in the Peace River Pass. 
It is not only a fact that there Is a very 
successful way of crossing the Rocky 
Mountains either by the Pine river or 
by the Peace river, but on- both tlies» 
rivers are to be found lands; as fertile* 
as the lands of the Red river or the Sas
katchewan.

Area of Wheat ProdJirction.
It is of .some interest to follow th* 

area of wheat production on this coet- 
tinenti from the early days of the nine
teenth century. Wheat growing first 
began on the shores of the St. Law
rence; from the shores erf the St. Law
rence it passed to the Genesee valley* 
in the state of New York; from the Gen 

valley it passed to the Ohio river; 
from the Ohio river to Illinois; from Illi
nois to Minnesota; from Minnesota to 
Dakota, and from Dakota to Manitoba 
and the Northwest Territories* where 
it now is. The wheat area is fast ad
vancing towards the Saskatchewan river, 
çnd in a few years it will pass over to 
the Peace river, and to the Pine river 
valleys. (Cheers.) And when Manitoba 
and the *Red river and the Saskatchewan 
river territory have been exhausted for 
wheat production, and have been given 
to mixed farming, then thç. Peace river 
and the Pine river territory will become 
the whea ̂ producing centres of the 
world* Instead of giving my own opin
ion (mi this, it is perhaps better that I 
shouhl give the language used by the ex
plorers of that day. g

Peace River Pass.
Before I gb into that let me quote the 

language of Captain Butler, who was 
the last of the individual explorers to 
whom/ I have alluded. In. the appendix 
to his work* “The Wild North Land,” 
Captain Butler, F.R.G.S., writes in the 
following pregnant language; 
should, this Indian pass at bhe head of 

1 Pine river prove to be on examination

esee

“But

e
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unfit to carry a railroad .aero.- 
still of opinion that in that - ’ ^
Peace river, affords a passai; . ., 
western ocean vastly, superior , "t 
the known passes lying, soin), ; 
What are the advantages whi.-h 1 T* 
for it? They can be briefly 
is level throughout its entire 
has a wide, deep and na-viga 
flowing through it; its highest . - ^
in the main ridge of the Rocky * 
tains is about U,800 feet;, the . ’*
depth of its winter fall of 
three feet; bÿ. the first week..of ? ' ,
year the snow (unusually, deep , ,K 
the winter) had., entirely di?

visiting-«aid reporting upo 
of. country between La

uid the western boundary of 
nice of (Ontario. In tins repoi 
aiissienei®.^peak. as follows : 

belt running, alongan th
boundary west through Xipi 

districts and into the

Stilt : Iteon. ; it \lgoma
x uunder Bay comprises au s 
[vast .24,500 square miles, or 
acresv nearly-afti of which is w 
f(>r cultivation. This almost 
ptretcli of.good farming mud 
three-quarters as great in ext 
whole . settled portion of th 
FU,ith of Lake Nipissing and t 
;:ud Mattawa rivers, it is 1;

states of . Massachusetts, 
kit " Rhode Island, New .Jerse; 

combined, and oue-lialf

• "age

from the north shore" of the 
vegetation was already. forward L 
woods along the mountain ' 
though these are important acX

1 '• >rt-for this mountain pass, the mos: 
ant of all remains to be stated. . ,im 
the western end of the pass to vfl. . ;,st' 
range of mountain, a distant 
miles across British Columbia. " ... ,,.s
not exist one single impediment a 
railroad. By following thè va!;, y • Ttle 
^Parsnip river from ‘the forks' • 
Maeleod, the Omineca range is 1. ft 
north, and the rolling plateau 
Stuart’s lake is reached, without a 
mountain intervening; thence the v :ip.y 
of the Nachàreole can be attni:. 
we have seen in my story, with 
slightest difficulty, and a line of u'V'tr d 
folloxved to within twenty miles ? 
ocean, at the head of:Dean’s inler: \ 
claim, moreover,: for* this route,, that it 
is shorter than any projected line at 
present under: considération;- that it 
would develop a land as rich",.if not rich
er, than any portion of the Saskatch
ewan territory; that it altogether avoids 
the tremendous mountain 
Southern British Columbia and tin 
gorge of the Fraser -river; and. finally, 
that along the Nàcharcolê river ther» 
will be found a country admirably suited 
to settlement, and "possessing prairie land 
of a kind nowhere else to be found in 
British Columbia;”

An Engineer’s - Opinion.
That, sir, .is the .opinion of. a, traveller 

of eminence, but let me give now the 
opinion of a professional engineer. Mr. 
Gordoh, whose report is to he found in 
Mr. Fleming’s report forr 1889,
“Were it necessary or expedient to find 
a course for: the Pacific railway as far 
north as thb. Peace River Pàss. a 
paratively easy route is offered in this 
direction. EVen -at the wildest: and mo.4 
rugged parts of tbe pass the mountains 
are almost invariably fringed by flats or 
by gentle slopes of varying: width. One 
or two a.Talnnchè,courses, a few ravines, 
and occasional : projections-of. rock would, 
form the chief difficulties,, which are ap
parently much less serious than many ob
stacles that.have.been overcome on other 
Canadian railways. At its- highest, or 
western, extremity the pass is not more 
than 1,G50 feet above the sea level, and 
the current- of the river, which is very 
equable, is not more than from four to 
five miles -an libur -where it* cuts* through, 
the mountain; range. East of the pass, 
for fifty miles, .till tne canyon is reached,, 
the engineering difficulties would prrii- 
ably not be much greater than those pre
sented by an open prairie. But tlie chief 
difficulty «on tiiis route, would be found" 
at the canyon,. where the river swee*-» 
round.the- base of.a solitary massive Rill 
known as the Mountain of Rocks,, or 1be 
Portage Mountains,, jiist above the Hud
son Hope; yet even here, although fbe 
work; would be heavy, the difficulties 
would be by no meansi insuperable;”'

Ml*. .Oambiè,. ift the same report, say?: 
“The Peace river, which is the lowest 
known pass- through the Rocky Moun
tains,, offers a-wonderfully favorable line 
for. a railway, through: that range, and 
forsix-ty miles-east of" its main summits.”

Ak. Fèrtilà- Wheat Area..
Mr.. Marcus-Smifchi in the same report 

for. 1878-79 says:. “This can undoubt
edly become the great wheat-producing 
province of. the. Domiinion. In add: of its 
development; it. possesses a noble and 
navigable river,, which runs through its 
centre;, affording: easy means of collect
ing. its-products, and! bringing them cheap
ly to some, convenient point,, where they 
could be received, by the railway.”

Mr,. Smith,, referring to the Fine River 
Pass route in another report* saj^: 
“There i»'£iirth.-ev the important eonsid- 
enationi that, in the place 
sterile country,, the line by the Pine river 
route would traverse an area of remark
able fertility. The fertil belt* or wheut- 
pnoduemg country, extends nearly 300 
miles further to the west, before the 
Rocky Mountains are reached, than by 
the route over the Yellow Head Pass: a 
corresponding reduction being made ;a 
the breadth of sterile country to be cross» 
e& in the Rocky Mountain districe.”

The Pacific Terminus.
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watered by the Mouse river. 11 
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i retches fit for navigation, 
ivea. of water surface also a 
•uuntry against the protracted 
i0 often experienced in other 
L'hee -southern boundary of 
ract of fertile land is less 
nilesrtfrom Missinabie station; 
’anadian Pacific railway, and 
ry north of the height of land 
mineuse level plateau, slopin 
vards James bay, the const: 
ailways and wagon roads thro 
•art of it would be a comparut
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The Climate All Righl

In the small part of the <1 
lainy river which was explore! 
Hirtion of good land is not so I 
he clay land in the townshid 
Lvryden "was found to extend I 
;he valley of the Wabigoon rij 
in area of about G00 square I 
►M.QpO acres. There are also 1 
iivable areas at various othd 
Xnother important fact establl 
lie explorations is that the d 
his noruiern district present! 
itacle to successful agriculturd 
nent. * The information ohtai 
fletely dispels the erroneous ira 
hat its winters are o-l Arctic

say»:

ind its summers too short to end 
o -mature. The absence of 
frosts note'd "by the explorers, 
rrowth of all the common • vegd 
he in-uctson "Bay posts, must 
hepuo.ic mind of this erroheou 
don.

A Well-wooded Comitr;
The 50.th .parallel of latitude 

.hraugh the centre of the ag 
jelt, and the climate is not r 
Trent from that of the: province 
tuba, lying along the same para 
-ais exception, of course, that 
k-r is tempered by the .great sp 
E*sts and the presence of so lar 
xxrtion .of wafer surface.
;oo, has an abundance of wood! 
wilding, and commercial purpa 
Menjty .of pure water everywhd 
jtbee 3>oint equalled only in id 
>y the -existence of a vast areal 
cultural land in this country and] 
crate-climate is the fact That it I 
eoveTéüf with extensive forests.o] 
jackpime and -poplar. The valu] 
class of timber, as everybody Id 
increasing every day, and the m3 
it is widening, and rich indeed I 
country Which has boundless 3 
in these varieties of woods. In] 
trict of Nipissmg. north of the 1 
line, there is estimated to be 
20,000,000 cords of pulpwood: in 
trict of Algoma, 190.000:000 d 
the district of Thunder "Bay, Toj 
cords*, and in the district -of "Rail] 
18.000,000 c-rds. a grand total; 
000,000 cords. The pine region 
xeem to extend much beyond til 
of land, but on this side, in the 
around Lttkes Temagaming 
Eve)yn, and to the north, 
and white pin-e of fine quality 
plored and estimated to couth 
three billions of feet, B.M.

Good Water Power.

an

of a bleak,

A feature of this region, ,w!h 
well to note from an industrial 
view, is the existence of 
the rivers and streams, 
doubt be utilized with the adv.a 
the creation of economical

These

puw<
the country comes to be opened 
was not expected, of course, t 
parties would be able to make a t 
a,ul exhaustive exploration of 
territory assigned to them, and 
timates here given of what has 
Ported are very conservative. 1 
UI> the figures livre quoted, how< 
have Over 25,000 square miles 
fertile land, or over 36.000.000 
and 228,000,000 cords of spruce.

Now* sir. as to Port Simpson, which 
is. to be the terminus of this railway* it 
is also important to know what is Ae 
opiuion of the engineers who surveyed 
the country at the time of which I have 
spoken. Mr. Fleming, in his report 
1878-79, says: “Pont Simpson is poshly 
the best harbor om the Mainland,” add- 
ing: Of all the terminal points, pro
jecting on the MaÂcilaud and on Vwou* 
ver Island, Por.tt Simpson is mosft cou- 
veniently situated for Asiatic traidv.

. Farming Country m Quebe 
The country east of Lake Abl 

^he province of Quebec, has ala 
explored several times. It was! 
possession of early settlers as fj 
is two hundred years ago. The ’
I believe, had a port on Lake Abi 
-he seventeenth century. But it 
Iciilt to get all the information 
^>int collectible in books of expl 
T*he Quebec government had th 
try txplqred in the last few year: 
tUgineer of eminence, Mr. Stdliv 
Jis opini-on has been summarized 

engineer, Mr. Doucett, in 
"Wmg language: 

i is a station on the Quebec 1 
*ti Jfofcn railway) to the westeJ 
°f the province of Quebec, a dist 
8om^ miles, the line runs the 
P«‘Od farming country, the soil]
chiefly day.”

Will Tap Famous Gold Mil 
To recapitulate wjhat I am sta 
established that the railway 

easily built across tflie Rocky Mo 
} way of the Pine jriver or the 

Over; it is established that alonj 
overs will be found riefb. prairie:

fertility to the best Jand ale 
^iskatchcwaiY. river and the Ret 

la established
p way of either the Pine rvver 

cage river, would place us in <?ol 
nation with the famous Omineca i 
utimus for Its gold mines, which 
rc kite became 4 is iippo.ssjhje

Mr. Marcus Smith says: “Thvrv is 
really no harbor* on the-coast of d«i* 
Mainland of British Columbia,, with the 
exception of -Port Simpson, eligibly > 
ated ior the purpose of foreign < 
raerce. It is* easily approached from 
ocean, and. is- the nearest t*). the coas*. -f 
Asia of any harbor in British Coinin' 

Again* ia another report written in 
1878-79, Mr. Marcus Smith says: 
Simpson- may possibly he eonsideivi :it 
present too» far north for the tern tini- 
of the Canadian PaciSe railway, V=it « 
is itB4>ortant that the fact sliouln •'<> 
borne in mind that hç-virtue of l"v 
tades. and consequent easy gradient-. " 
gather with the moderate char;'■ : 
the works required* to reach it. th' 
mieial point offers advantages 
would enable a Canadian line ; 
competition for the trade with Chi an. ami 
Japan.”

‘Tort

“From 1

v hiA

is
Great Clay Belt.

This is not all. The section vt 
try east of tue city of Winnipeg a- 
tending to Lake Abittibi was .-1- ’ 
plored by the engineers vf the g - 
ment. But iu order to save time 1 >v ! 
not refer to the opinion then expr- - '* 
but will eome fo the information ‘‘ 
has been collected by tbe government 
Ontario, which, in 1890 organized v 
dal expedition for the express purp s#
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