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(OMMITTEE'S REPORT
ON BERESFORD'S CHARGES

Finds No Dangar of Invasion on Admiralty’s Plans
---Arrangements Hampered Through Lack
of Cordial Relations,

3

cagerly looked for report of the
-committee of the committee of Im-

11 defence appointed to inquire in-

the question of naval policy raised
Lord Charles Beresford, was issued

§ a parliamentary paper, says the

-ondon Daily Chronicle. It is a ras-
suring statement, and also fore-
shadows a better understanding be-
the admiralty board and flag
officers and their staffs.

The inquiry, which was held -in
camera, was brought about by a letter
addressed to the Prime Minister by
Lord Charles Beresford on April 2nd
last, immediately after he had
relieved of his command of the Chan-
nel fleet, and the .letter was amplified
by the writer in his evidence before the
sub-committee:

“The general purport of Lord Charles
Beresford's statement (says the report)
was to the effect that from April 15th,
1907, when he assumed command of
the Channel fleet, down to the date of
the letter (April 2nd, 1909), the ad-
miralty’s arrangements for war were
inadequate to ensure the safety of the
country.” ’

As the general conclusion, and as the
result of the searching investigation,
described below, the report

veen

hich is
states:
“In the opinion of the committee, the
nvestigation has
the time in question no danger to the
country resulted from the admiralty’s
arrangements for war, whether consid-
ered from the standpoint of the or-
canization and distribution of the
the number of ships, or the
ration of war plans.
feel bound to add
quite
not ideally
seriously

“They that ar-
rangements
selves, though

were in practice

perfect,
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been |

shown that during |

defensible in them- |

hampered l

ciples of naval strategy and tactics,
and they look forward with much con-
fidence to the further development of
a naval war staff, from which the na-
val members of the board and flag
officers and their staffs at sea may be
expected to derive common benefit.”
Lord Charles Beresford, in his let-
ter, which is of considerable length
(and is now published in full, refers to
| the then ‘recent utterances of the
lPremi(-r, the First Lord of the Ad-
| miralty, and the Secretary for Foreign
} Affairs, in° which the country was
| warned of the danger with which its
| security was menaced by the extraor-
idinary naval preparations of a foreign
| power. He continues:

“Your statements, however, and
| those of your colleagues, referred to a
period in the future, against which
| precautions should surely be taken by
His Majesty’s government. Upon that
particular aspect of what you rightly
describe as a very grave situation it
| is not now my intention to comment,
j further than to record my profound
conviction that the general uneasiness
and alarm which the facts disclosed
| by yourself, by the Secretary of State
ffor Foreign Affairs and by the First
| Lord of the Admiralty have caused
| are thoroughly justified,
“But there is another, and a far
| moge serious, aspect of the present
'situation. That aspect concerns, not
| the future, dbut the present. It con-
jcerns, not next year, or next week, but
| to-day. If, at this critical moment in
| the destinies of the Empire, I remained
silent with regard to such an emer-
gency, I consider that I should be
wanting in my duty to the navy and
| to the nation.
‘“As you are aware, I have recently

ADMIRAL LORD CHARLES BERESFORD

/
Es
—

Who is now paying a visit to Canada.

o

through the absence of cordial rela-
tions between the board of admiralty
and the commander-in-chief of the
Channel fleet. The board of admiralty
do not appear to have taken Lord
Charles Beresford sufficiently into
their confidence as to the reasons for
dispositions to which he took excep-
tion; and Lord Charles Beresford, on
the other hand, appears to have failed
to appreciate and carry out the spirit
of the instructions of the board, and
to recognize their paramount authority.

“The committee have been impressed
with the difference of opinion amongst
officers of high rank and professional
attainments regarding important prin-
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been relieved of my command of the
Channel fleet. That command carried
with it the grave responsibility of as-
suming the command of the whole of
the vessels in home waters (other than
those appropriated to local défence) in
case of war.

“During the whole of my tenure of
the command of the Channel fleet
proper, that force, owing to the num-
ber of vessels constantly withdrawn
from it for purposes of refit, has nev-
er, even for a day, been equal to the
force which it might have to encounter
in home waters. During that period
the fleets in home waters have not been
organized in readiness for war, and
they are not organized in readiness for
war now, to-day.”

Lord Charles then proceeds to criti-
cise the principal defects alleged, be-
ing summarised in the report as fol-
lows: v

The organization and distribution of
the fleet in home waters.

Small craft and destroyers.

‘War plans,

He further complains that on assum-
ing command of the Channel fleet he
was unable to obtain any strategical
scheme or plan, and subsequently re-
ceived others, which were impractic-
able. The correspondence was carried
on to December, 1908, when heé received
an intimation that the term of his
command would be reduced from three
years to two.

In reply to this letter the Prime

Minister wrote to the effect that an in-
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quiry should be held, over which he
himself would preside, and, he added,
“I shall take steps to secure that
those who are associated with me in
conducting it are both impartial and
competent.” The sub-committee con-
sisted of Mr. Asquith, Lord Crewe,
Lord Morley, Sir Edward Grey and
Mr. Haldane. In all sixteen meetings
were held, upwards of 2,600 questions
were put to Lord C. Beresford, the
admiralty, and.other witnesses, and
forty-eight papers were presented.

As the result the sub-committee now
go into the complaints in detail, but in
submitting their report, state:

“The investigation necessarily ex-
tended to matters of & highly secret
nature, which could not be handled
otherwise than with great reserve in a
document intended for publication,
without injury to the national inter-
ests. Although a general outline: of
the questions examined is contained
in this report, it has consequently
been found expedient to omit any ref;
erence to many important details bear-
ing on the issues involved. But, in the
opinion of the committee, these reser-
vations and omissions do not affect
the validity of the conclusions which
are hereinafter set forth.”

The question of. organization and
distribution is dealt with at consider-
able length. The report states that
immediately prior to Lord Charles
Beresford’s assuming command of the
Channel fleet the forces for the de-
fence of home waters consisted of the
Channel fleet (sixteen battleships and
six armored cruisers), the Atlantic
fleet (eight battleships and six arm-
ored cruisers), and the three nucleus-
crew divisions (sixteen battleships and
five armored cruisers). On Lord
Charles Beresford’s appointment the
admiralty effected the following
changes: The Channel fleet was re-
duced from sixteen battleships and six
armored cruisers to fourteen battle-
ships and four armoredcruisers (since
increased to six). . The Atlantic fleet
was reduced from eight battleships and
six armored cruisers to six battleships
and four armored.cruisers. A new
fleet, designated the home fleet, was
established under a separate command-
er-in-chief in home waters. The two
features in these changes to ,wHich
Lord Charles Beresford principall! ob-
jected were: firstly, that the fleets for
the defence of home waters were dis-
persed under separate commands, an
arrangement which he regarded as a
danger; and, secondly, that the Chan-
nel fleet was rarely maintained at its
numerical establishment, and was
therefore, in his opinion, never, even
for a day, equal] to the force which it
might have to encounter.

In reply, the admiralty stated that
the dispersion was not a characteristic
peculiar to the British squadrons In
home waters, and that in contrasting
the relative strength of British and
foreign fleets it was necessary to com-
pare, like with like. They claimed that
even when the extreme possibilities of
a sudden attack iwere considered the
safety of the country was secured by
thé distribution and organization
which existed during Lord C, Beres-
ford’s two years of command, pro-
ducing figures to support their argu-
ment,

On this point, while the committee
are of opinion that the admiralty
wauld have been better advised in ad-
hering throughout to the principle of
placing the chief command in home
waters in the hands of a single officer,
they think that the exceptidnal diffi-
culties which confronted the board
during this transitional stage in the

‘evolution of the home fleet justified the

dispositions made. .They are further-
more. of opinion that no danger to the
country in fact resulted from those dis-
positions.

Upon the second point raised by
Lord C. Beresford, the committee are
of opinion that the admiralty made
good their contentions as to the effi-
ciency in which the fleet was always
maintained to cope with the largest
fleet kept in full commission by any
neighboring nation,

Dealing with! other points the report
stateg that the evidence before the
committee showed, in their opinion,
that the nucleus-crew ships were
capable of very rapid mobilization, and
had attained a satisfactory standard
of efficiency.

In concluding this department of the
inquiry the report states that there is
in the opinion of the committee no dif-
ference in principle between the sug-
gestions as to a homogeneous fleet in
home waters made to them by Lord
Charles Beresford and the planp re-
cently adopted by the admiralty, to-
wards which the board claimed that
their previous dispositions had been
directed.

“In the opinion of the committee the
above organization of fleets in home
waters satisfies in substance all Lord
Charles Beresford’'s requirements, the
only important difference being that
the Atlantic fleet is retained for strate-
gical reasons.as an independent com-
mand, instead of becoming one of three
fully-manned divisions of the home
fleet. They concur with Sir Arthur
Wilson in regarding the present organ-
ization as free from the objections
which might, in their opinion, have
been fairly urged against the arrange-
ments which * preceded it, upon any
other view than that thase arrange-

}ments were of & trEnsitory "and pre--
visional character.

With regard to Lord Charles’ allega-
tions of deficiency in small craft and
destroyers and the unsuitability of
the types of British torpedo craft, the
report says: ‘“The evidence laid bhe-
fore the committee showed that these
criticisms were based upon considera-
tions affecting naval construction and
naval strategy of a c¢ontroversial
character, on which expert opinion
was sharply divided. Upon the techni-
cal issues raised the committee do not
feel competent or bound to express any
opinion. They are satisfied, however,
that as regards vessels of these classes
there ig no such deficiency as to con-
stitute a risk to the safety of the
country. \

“One of the consequences of the al-
leged dangerdus shortage of cruisers
was that in Lord Charles Beresford’s
opinion the admiralty were not in a
position to make adequate provisions
for the protection of trade. The evi-
dence laid before the committee on
this point was of a secret nature, but
its general tenor leads them 'to the
opinion that there is no sufficent foun-
dation for Lord Charles Beresford’s
apprehensions.”

On the subject of war plans, the re-
port. states: “Lord Charles Beres-
ford’s original statement in his letter
to. the Prime Minister that ‘upon as-
suming command of the Channe] fleet
I was unable to obtain any strategical
scheme or play for the disposal in war
of the forces under my command,’ was
modified under cross-examination, and
the committee are satisfied that he had
no substantial grounds for complaint
in this matter.

“In connection with the question of
war plans it should be mentioned that
Lord Charles Beresford _ attributed
many of the admiralty’s shortcomings
to the absence of a proper strategical
department. The First Lord of the
Admiralty furnished the committee
with a resume of the steps which have
recenily been taken to develop a war
staff at the admiralty, and indicated
further advances in this  direction
which are in contemplation.”

INDIANS FLOCKING
TO THE ‘HOP FIELDS

Fishing on Fraser River is Over
and Aborigines Are
Departing.

New Westminster, Aug. 28.—Fishing
and hop picking are the two great
events of the life of the Fraser
river Indians, and each summer they
migrate in large bodies from their
winter homes to the centres of these
industries, making enough money dur-
ing the periods of harvest to give
them a precarious living-through the
dull, wet months when .werk is. scarce.

Now that the fishing-&8asen is over
they are pouring back ;%';he‘irr homes
or, to the hop fields:!i#n. hundreds,
picturesque groups of the aborigines
bedecked with blanket and scarf of
many and often . conflicting colors,
crowding  the wharves each day with
the arrivals of the Trangfer from the
fishing banks at the river mouth.,” The
women are loaded downiwith baskets
made around Steveston where rushes
grow in profusion.

The Indians engaged in the fishing
were divided into two main sections,
those who live on the coast and earn
their livelihood there, and those who
live inland except during the fishing
season. The former Treturn to théir
home, the latter take ‘to the hop
fields. Yesterday some ‘hundreds of
these, belonging to the tribes living
in the Lillooet district, took the train
for Agassiz, where the hops are now
ready for the harvest, the Chilliwack
Indians returning up the river on' the
steamer Beaver,

The season has not been. a particu-
larly good one for the red men, for
although it is the year of the big run,
the comparatively small number of
fish caught, the larger number of men
fishing, and the small: price paid,
made their long journey unprofitable;
in fact, the majority only made suf-
ficient money to carry them to the hop
fields, where they look forward to bet-
ter luck.

CHANGE MADE IN .
GAME REGULATIONS

-

New Rules as to Shooting
Grouse and Cock Pheasants
on Mainland.

" A modification in the game regula-
tions has been made by the govern-
ment. These relate to the lower main-
land altogether and vary the general
order with respect to grouse and cock
pheasants in the lower mainland.

The new order is as follows:

“That that portion of order in coun-
cil, dated the 3rd day of August, 1909,
which provides for removing the disa-
bilities as to the shooting of grouse in
the Chilliwack electoral district be-
tween the 15th day of October and the
31st day of December, 1909, inclusive,
be, and is hereby rescinded; and

“It is further ordered that the dis-
abilities as to the shooting of cock
pheasants shall be, and ‘aré hereby,
removed with respect to Kent munici-
pality from the 15th day of October,
1909, to the 15th day of November,
1909, both days inclusive.”

RECEIVES ELECTRIC SHOCK,

Tacoma, Wash,, Aug. 28.—As the re-
sult of an electric shock received
through a telephone receiver, Miss
Maude E. Stearns, 20 years old, is suf-
fering from paralysis of the left side.
Miss Stearns was rendered unconscious
by the shoek, which was in some un-
explained manner communicated to her
while she was telephoning on Wednes-
day evening, and lay prostrate on the
floor for nearly an hour before she was
discovered by her parents. When she
recovered consciousness her left side
was paralyzed and her left arm and
leg were rigid. The physiclan who is
attending Miss Stearns states that he
believes his patient will recover with-
in a faw davs “

METHODISTS PURCHASE
NEW MISSION BOAT)

“Home Spun” Will Take Place
of “Udal” in
Work.

The splendidly fitted gasoline launch
Home-Spun, belonging to Frank De-
Gray, of New Westminster, was pur-
chased - last week by the Methodist
church to take the place of the Udal,
which was lost in northern waters.. A
committee of ministers and laymen,
headed by the president of the confer-
ence, Rev, Jas. Calvert, spent many
days visiting different vessels offered
for sale, but found none quite so suit-
able as the Hope-Spun. She is 45 feet
long with an 11-foot beam, and is very
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LITTLE STEAMER “HOME SPUN.”

Purchased by Methodist Church for
Mission Work.

strongly built. The engine is an east-
ern Standard 20 horse-power, and the
boat is fitted with an electric motor
and storage battery, baving search
light, fog horm and syren.

The interior is most comfortably ar-
ranged with cabin, Kitchen and bunk
rooms, giving ample accommodation
for four persons. Captain Oliver and
the missionary, Rev. C. W, Webber,
expect to sail for the north next week
and will take up-their work among the
canneries and logging camps of the
northeérn waters at onge.

THE SUTTON CASE,

U. 8. War Department Cancels Permit
for Exhuming of Body of Officer.
Washington, D. €., Aug. 27.—Mrs.
Sutton is trying to learn why the war
department suddenly revoked the per-
mit granted her Wednesday to exhume
the body of Lieut. Jas, N. Sutton; her
son, whose name she has been trying
to clear of the blot of suicide. The de-
partment . officials called her on_ the
telephone a short while before she was
ready to leave for the cemetery where
the body is buried, and she was noti-
fied that the exhuming of the corpse

would have:to be postponed.

The only. reason for the order, ac-
cording to Mrs. Sutton, is because the
officials stated that theré had been too
much publicity regarding the case and
the matter would have to be postponed,
therefore, until the matter had been
blown over to a degree,

Steamer Salvor has gone ‘to the scene
of the Ohio wreck to report on the
prospects for raising the vessel. She
left on Saturday.

W. C. T. U. MISSION
RECEIVES ATTENTION

Question of New Headquarters
is Being Looked
Into.

At a meeting of the W. C, T. U. held
in the Mission Hall, Yates street Thurs-
day afternoon, the committee which
had been appointed to look into the
matter reported in detail on several
places which were available, and the
different rents which the society would
have to pay for each.

The matter will be definitely decided
to-morrow evening at the public meet-
ing to be held in the eity hall, 'at
which Rev. C, Burnett, A. J. Brace,
secretary of the Y. M. C. A. and oth-
ers will briefily lay the waork of the
mission before the meeting, after which
the time will be taken up in a dis-
cussion of ways and means.

The choice of a new site for the W.
C. T. U. mission cannot be tpo care-
fully considered. That it has made
good, and done not only a noble but an
all important work in its present quar-
ters is admitted by all who have given
the subject attention.

The feeling of the meeting yesterday
was that it would be much better to
purchase a building outright, than to
lease one. A.larger and more com-
modious building means better work,
but in order to attain that the society
will have to receive substantial finan-
cia] assistance from the city council,
as it is absolutely necessary to secure
a building in the centre of the city.

There were present at the meeting
yesterday: Mrs, Gleason, vice presi-
dent; Mrs. Field, matron of W, C. T.
U. mission; Mrs, Andrews, Mrs. (Rev.)
T. E. Holling, Mrs. McNaughton, Mrs.
Teague, Mrs. Chapman, Mrs. Pickard,
Mrs, Gordon Grant, Mrs, J. W, Wil-
liams, Mrs. Burkholder and others,

PROGRESS OF WORK
ON CHILLIWACK LINE

Steel Will Probably Be Laid to
Cloverdale Within a
Week.

New Westminster, Aug. 26.—Work
of constructing the first section of the
new Chilliwack' line of the B. C. Elec-
triec Railway -Company is progressing
favorably, and from ‘present indica-
tions the people of Cloverdale may ex-
pect- to see the rail head reach their
town about the end of next week, with
the pole stringers a week later. Large
quantities of steel and track spikes
are being taken out to the scene of
operations-each: day from the stock of
the B. C. E, R, wharf in this city. One
of the newly purchased locomotives
with a string of flat cars, attends to
this part of the work, the other being
attached to the track laying machine,
which is working satiafactorily.

The rails are now strung for five
miles from the Westminster bridge or
about half-way to Cloverdale, but the
construction is considerably delayed
by a lack of men,

The poles to carry the trolley wires
are placed as far as the bridge, a large
travelling crane being used to raise
them into position. This machine,
which is also used as a locomotive to
haul its own supplies, has work on the
south side of the bridge following
closely behind the steel layers. Sup-
plies of aluminum wire for the trolley
line ;are lying at the city so that no
delay will “be experienced from that
source.

—

SIX KILLED BY EXPLOSION.

Miami, Florida, Aug. 27.—Nine are
dead and six are injured as a result
of an explosion of the boiler of a loco-
motive on:a branch of the Florida East
Coast railway to-day.

—

GUARDING ORCHARDS
OF THE BOUNDARY

Vigorous Steps Taken by Au-
thorities to Keep Out
Pests.

Nelson, Aug. 28.—Thomas Cunning-
ham of Vancouver, provincial inspector
of fruit pests, has returned from an
official tour of the Crow’s Nest coun-
try. He stated that his trip had been
in every way satisfactory, especially
in the mater of placing the fruit in-
spection at all points tributary to the
Crow’s Nest line on a safe basis. An
inspector has been appointed at.Cran-
brook who will examine all import-
ed fruits coming in on the Spokane In-
ternational intended for Cranbrook,
which is now an important market, re-
quiring large supplies of fruit. An-
other officer has been appointed at
Kingsgate who will inspect all fruit
coming to Moyie and points tributary
thereto. Four inspectors are now at
work in that section:of Kootenay. In
the exact words of Mr, Cunningham:
‘“The lid is now on, closed down tight
against the importation of diseased and
infected fruit.”

“The outlook for profitable fruit

growing at Creston and other points

along the Crow line,” said Mr. Cun-
ningham, “was never better. Creston
has a great future. The land is good,
especially for pears, winter apples and
plums. Although this is perhaps the
worst year in the history of the fruit
growing industry throughout: British
Columbia, some varieties of trees are
well loaded, notably the Ontario apple,
which appears to be well adapted to
conditions prevailing in Kootenay this
year. The pear crop is fairly satisfac-
tory.”

Some four men will be appointed at
points along the boundary.

“The safety of the fruit industry,”
continued Mr. Cuniingham, ‘‘depends
upon the keeping out of infected fruit
and this will be done regardless of cost.
I am delighted to report that the Cres-
ton orchards are free from pests and
diseases other than the green aphis.
These are ecasily dealt with, and by
using black leaf, which is simply a
concentrated form of nicotine and is
very effective. If this is not available
quassia and white oil soap can be sub-
stituted, but the black leaf is a surer
réemedy for the cherry black aphis,
which are rather more difficult to de-
stroy.”

JOE GRIM HAS BEEN
DECLARED INSANE

“Iron Man” Will Be Placed in
an Asylum in Aus-
3T R tralia-

San Francisco, Cal, Aug. 27.—Joe
Grim, the “iron man,” whose steel jaws
for six rounds have withstood the
punches of some of the best and big-
gest heavyweights the world has ever
produced, has been declraed insane,
and is about to be place in an asylum
in Australia, according to advices re-
ceived here,

The numerous beatings that the
plucky Italian took undoubtedly are
responsible for his mental downfall.

Grim’s 'last battle in Amerfca was

at OaRland where Big Al Kaufmann'

essayed, but failed to put him away in
six rounds, After that.Grim sailed for
Australia. After a number of unim-
portant battles, Grim challenged any
fighter in the world to put him away
in six rounds, Such fighters as Bob
Fitzsimmons, Jack Johnson,
Thomas, Jack O’Brien, Tommy Burns,
Joe Gans, Jim Barry, Jack Blackburn,
Hugo Kelly and many others attempt-
ed to knock him out, but fell down.
The only man whe ever turned the
trick in six rounds was Sailor Burke,
the New York heavyweight.

r. Pierce’s Favorite Prescription

Is no “cure-all” humbug, but is made for just one purpose—to

cure the ‘weaknesses,

womanly organism. It is

ainful disorders and irregularities of the

THE ONE REMEDY for these ailments, sold

by druggists, devised and gotten up by a
regularly draduated physician of vast expes
rience in treating woman’s peculiar diseases
and is carefully adapted to work in harmony
with her delicate organization, by an expe=
rienced and skilled specialist in her maladies.

THE ONE REMEDY for woman’s ailments,

sold by druggists, which contains neither al-
cohol (which to most women is the rankest
poison) or other injurious or habit-forming

drugs.

THE ONE REMEDY for women, the composition of which is so
perfect and gdood that its makers are not afraid to print its
every indgredient, in plain English on its outside bottleswrapper,
and attest the correctness of the same under oath—thus taking
its users into their full confidence, and warranting physicians
in prescribing it in their worst cases, which they do very largely.

It is foolish as well as dangerous to take medicine the composition of which you know
nothing. Therefore, don't let a dishonest druggist prevail on you to accept a secres nos-
trum for this professionally approved medicine OF KNOWN COMPOSITION, Every ingredi-
ent in its make-up has the strongest indorsement of the leading medical men of all the
several schools of practice. Send postal card request for free Booklet of same.

_ Every woman may write fully and confidentially to Dr. R. V. Pierce, Buffalo, N. Y.,
and may be sure that her case will receive careful, conscientious, confidential considera-
tion, and that the best medical advice in the world will be given to her, absolutely free.

In addition to this free advice, Dr. Pierce will send a fine Frenchegloth-bound copy
of his great 1000-page book, “The Common Sense Medical Adviser,” to any woman who
will send 50 one-cent stamps to pay the cost of mailing only.

Dr. Pierce’s Pleasant Pellets regulate and invigorate stomach, liver and bowels. They

work in harmony with “Favorite Prescription”
coated, tiny granules, easy to take as candy.

when neceded as a gentle Jaxative. Sugar-
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