POOR DOCUMENT

e o

FORMER PREMIER DEFENDS LIBERAL RECORD IN OTTAWA SPEEC

Wmons and in é.ttemptln.g to control de- . g
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ing followed the constitutional practice
back o therpeapls for re-<lection con- a baby’s fortunate escape. Rev. Nigel 3
Arnot was asleep in his tent when althe baby @nhurt.

back to the people for re-election con- »
e e e o lioness put her foot inside and mauled
him.. The animal then seized the bed| Minard’s Liniment for All Paing.

leges of members of the House, and ;
Do you

should be declared illegal. Later in
the day a formal motion to this effect
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they desite that the institution of

was moved in the House by the Hon-
orable Mr. Robb and was carried.

parlisment with its traditions and| ° t h
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you shave®)

“This meant that the government of
Mr. Meighen had been downed on the
floor of parliament, and not only de-
the same veneration and regard as
is accorded the British constitution
after wihich it is fashioned and mod-
Sometimes hurry gives you am
excuse for dodging the daily

feated, but declared by the Commons
elled and which stands as the great-
shave. Sometimes no excuse is

to have been without any right to ex-
ist. It was more than a censure Or a
est safeguard to a people’s Uberties
taken in the world today.
necessary. Your skin just howls.
for mercy — and you put up with .
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parliament itself. for further consideration. Until within | g;
= ling
RESI N LIKELY. an hour or two of the re-assemb!
; GNATIO of parliament on Monday and His Ex-
“One would have thought that in

garden, indicating human occupation in : 3 Sﬁﬁkn Feel the SOOthiﬂ-g m“’ft 1 :
pre-historic times, has led to the inter ~of the thick, fragrant Jather —
esting revelation that the owner of the ‘balm to the skin. .The bold

what I have to say.
- celiency had finally refused to accept :
circumstances of the kind, Mr. Meighen | my  advice, I did not present to His DEFENDS COURSE.
would not have been able to find time
house—a blind man—is a good judge of strokes of your razor seem like ea
antique furniture. caress, so easily does the blade

Excellency in & formal manner any| «when atter the last general elec-
short enough within which to tender order with respect to dissolution, and! iong 1 advis
his' roxignation &8 Prime miniter, and vised his excellency to let

He is E. H. Williams, joint secretary .overcome the beard’s resistance..

dissolution is to follow prorogation.
Bourinot, writing on Canadian par-
Hamentary procedure, says that in
Canada our procedure with respect
to prorogation and  dissolution of
parliament is in all essentials similar
to the British and so it has been
continuously recognized end ob-
perved from the days of Confedera:
tion to the violent breach of the con-
stitution in that regard under the ad-
vice tendered His Excellency by Mr.

Meighen. .

“Do the people of Canada wish
their constitution with its time bon-
ored precedents, inherited from the
Mother of parliaments, treated as'a
scrap of paper, 1o be torn to shreds

“We are the custodians of the honor
of the British Crown and of the sanc-
tity of the British constitution not for
Canada alone, but for Australia, New
Zealand, for Africa, for Newfound-
land, for the Irish Free State, for
India, yes, and for the British Isles
themselves. The violation of its
usages, its practices, its law in one part

In RoyalNoted
For July 29
L of the Empire cannot fail to have far-
reaching reactions in every other part.

SUSSEX, July 23—A convention | Free representative institutions cannot

of the electors of the counties | be threatened in Canada without their
of Kings and , forming the | being everywhere threatened. If Mr.
constituency of Royal, is called to { Meighen’s uncenstitutional course is
take place in the Court House at | permitted 4o go unchallenged by the
Hampton, on Thursday, July, 29, at | people of this country, then may the
2 dclock in the afternoon, for the | question be raised on behalf of all self-
purpose of selecting a Liberal-Con- | governing British communities whether
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On Constitutional Issue and
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ment. ere have been ‘provisional’
governments in British history but
that was when the constitution was
overthrown when there was no regu-

larly constituted parliaments not when
a parliament duly elected and accredit-
ed and so recognized by the people was
actnally in session.

ANSWERS MEIGHEN

“Listen to the next admission: ‘My
right Hon. friend says that we have
not a government yet. In one sense he
:is practically right and in another sense
he is perfectly wrong,’ and a little later
on ‘the regular government to be form-
‘ed. has not yet been appointed,” and
this from the treasury benches in the
House of Commons and from the house
leader of the so-called ministry. When,
pray, under British constitutional nsage
and practice were the entire domestic,
inter-Imperial and international affairs
of Great Britain or of any of the self-
 governing dominions of the British em-
pire entrusted to a government which
in any sense of the word was 'not a
government,’- or “a government to be
formed’—a ‘government that has not
yet been appointed.’ . What becomes of
the validity of the transaction or. such
a government once they are question-
ed? Can it be held if it suits the pur-
pose of such a ministry with respect
to a particular transaction that at one
time they are a government in one
sense of the word and if it'deés not suit
-the purpose, that they were not a gov~
ernment, ‘a° govérnment not ' yet - ap-
‘| pointed,” a ‘government to be formed.
The courts of this or any other coun-

which I now stand and for which the
Liberal party in Canada stands. It

need not involve His Excell
particular, : = Aany

“Mr. Meighen says there is no con-
stitutional issue. Let me tell the present
Prime Minister that he will find before
the present campaign is over that there
is a constitutional igsue greater than
any that has been raised in Canada
since the founding of this Dominion.
It is a constitutional issue not raised
by His Excellendy the Governor-Gen-
eral but by Mr. Meighen himself, and
Mr. Meighen has only himself to thank
that the issue has been raised, an that
it overshadows everything else.

“If the customs 'matter were the. all-
Important matter which Mr. Meighen
would like the people to believe it is,
and he desired to make it the issue
in a campaign, why, when sent for,
did he not advise His Excellency the
Governor ‘.Gene;allto send again. for
me, and let me have a dissolution?

That was all he needed to do, that was

the constitiitional course for him to

pursue and if he had been half as chiv-
alrous with' His Excellency as His Ex-
“cellency sought to be with him that is
the advice he would have tendered, and
not made the Crown a. party to a series
of unconstitutional ‘acts such as have
not been paralleled Y believe, i the
l:isttiory of British parliamentary insti-
utions.

MEIGHEN'S ACTIONS

of“I have now come to the conclusien

I did so then only that the matter| papjiament gecide Sebwreer M. D,

that of his ministry. might be of formal record with my|en gng myelt ae o wh: sh;;x ldele‘ahd
“But apparently nothing sfoh;emote rﬁsignation which wlviasta.l:lo t(}ll.en for | the administration 5 catry 6 556 gov-
as the propriety of any, act of his ever |the first time formally tendere ernment of Can y F tey-
enteredp;!r. Meighen’s mind. It is un- ada, I was neither try

; in A 3
fortunately true that he was equally DRAFT ORDER-IN-COUNCIL g to retain office at any price, nor

i to escape: from office under ecircum-
oblivious to any sense of right or duty. “I 564 {n 1oy handbth draft order | stancel of pimsmmment thet wers hound
nlnstmt? iqiulmh?egﬁtdief:.fo‘f&'i’o;i in-council pm:iddns for prorogation }9 be ‘uncertain, ardugus and dificult.
w:'s‘nl: v :he yv m-;lct }";' the Commons | Which was prepared in the office of wa§ endeavoring to follow a strictly
pldey tinued to ume to advise His | the Privy Council and which bears coll:lsth tutional course in a manner
e e a J,’”k' in. power a|the number P. C. 1042, which ‘will| Which would help to preserve the high
i o parliament had declar. | be found to be the number of the 4 noble traditions of the parliament |
ed n::?; had any right to exist. onderin-council, under which Mr.|8nd above all to maintain its suprem-
‘Meighen'  himself was ' appointed

:ﬁ)’- ter:ien Ih saw  those lt}:aditiona
‘ % . of State| ‘nrealened, when I found the course
SO Mhaiion. [y lonanic Kasomel S et T e S
“I pause here to remind the coun- |, rivy Councll. It reads a8 fol- minister, and so advised His Excellen-
try of my advice to His Excellency |, .o . 5 G 1042—Privy Council,|CY and thereupon sought a dissolution
after the last general electlon With| cgpagy; the committes of the Privy | Of Parliament, I was again not seeking
respect to the constitutional means o ...\’ having had under considera-| 1o Tetain office at any price, or to
of determining who was entitled 10| fion the advisability, of proroguing | SScaPe from ofiice under embarrassing
‘carry on the ngvf’“me“"ed“ptg: parliament, advise that & proclama- “fx““?:::"?:auvoﬂns & ik B
country. It was summed UD °0 | tion do issue proroguing parliament
the words '‘Let parliament decide, y o

Fgk

constitutional course of ap to

“Serious ‘as is the issug which _hag
b_een raised with respect to the rd:?
tions of prime minister to Govemngr)
Gencral, it pales into ralative insignifi-

cance when compared with the issue of [

the relations of prime minister to par-
liament raised by the actions of Mr.-
Meighen himself. To have become:
prime minister by accepting full: re-
sponsibility for His Excellency’s re-

fusal to grant dissolution, knowing at |-

« the time as Mr; Meighen full well did

‘crown in any such fashion.

have been incurred.

| ##y 'will nhot be prepared to construe
"#heiéont¥actual abligations of the

-“And remember, it is in the name of
the Crown, not in Mr. Meighen’s name,
though upon his advice to its represent-
ative, that all the contractual obliga-
tions of his so-called administration

OTHER ADMISSIONS

let the House of Commions express
the will and wish of its.memers. Un-
til the House did decide, and I knew
definitely that the majority of the
members were prepared to support
' my administration, I refrained from
-advising His Excellency with respect
to any course of action, other than
such as was of a purely routine
character. i

“Here again I make my appeal to

to the —— day of —— and that for
the purposes of such prorogation His
Excellency the Governor Gensral be
respectfully asked to attend in the
Senate chamber and to assent to
such bills as have passed both
Houses of parliament, .
“I happen to have the draft order
still in my posseseion &s it wasin my
pocket along with the order respect-
ing dissolution when I interviewed
His Excellency. It hecame of no value

the people in a manner which would
give to the people the right which js
theirs at all times of saying how they
shall be represented in parliament and
by whom they shall be governed.

UPHOLDS CONSTITUTION.

“On each occasion I was upholding
the constitution of our country, a con-
stitution which in part we have worked
out ourselves but the fundamental
principles of which we have inherited

- thumb-nail.

of the Greater London Fund for the
Blind, who declares that he can detect| . .
a “fake” by the feel of it. »

When interviewed regently, he ran
his fingers deftly over rare pieces of
furniture and explained the fine points.

Mr. Williams showed several Per-
sian rugs of great beauty, explaining|
the differences in guality by measur-
ing the weft stitches beneath = his

Mr. Williams started collecting in
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British parliamentary practice and law.
Is it conceivable that any prime min-
ister in Great . Britain, told by the
House of Commons that the actions of
his ministers were illegal, that they
constituted an infringement of the
privileges of its members, would pre-
sume to continue to advise the crown?
That he would not in such circum-
’stances lmmediatg resig'nh: Abtl);e n:l.ll
enti ‘can it be imagined that he would ad-
en&}r;ﬁﬂ:h:;s a‘;fpg‘f t"f:")::)‘:z;lmcnt as | vise the crown to pay no heed to the
it is carried on'in Britain, to British[House of Commons, to ignore altogeth-
parliamentary usage; practice and law:|er the voice of the people l: ”Pl':iﬁeﬂt&i
Do you imaginé:that ‘anything of the|tives in parlianient.: Such" a . thing,
nd would be attempted, let alone|say; is wholly unbelievable. ' The Brit-
ﬁleuted, in the British parliament? [ish natwn fw&xldmbed horrified at pre-
Im e Mr. Baldwin's accepting office|sumption: o e Kind.
as af"lr!i‘me Minister, . while parﬁament Not'a paper.in the Bhl;mﬂh Isles
was in session in England, and advising| Would venture to defend in the name

His Majesty the King of his determina-| 0f constitutional government any
tion to appoint a temporary ministry,|Suc procedure. And yet that is ‘pre-
indt one member of ‘which' would: be|cisely the oconduei.of 'which ;Mr.

once my advice respecting dissolution
was refused. :

PARLIAMENTARY PRACTICE-

Again may I make my appeal to Brit-
ish parliamentary praectice and law.
There is not an authority on the Brit-
Ish constitution who does not say that
when .both houses of 'parliament are
in session, their proceedings ¢an only
be brought to a close by an ‘act of pro-
rogation formally performed by the King
in person or by commissioners spe-
cially ‘appoirited for the purpose.  That
Is true whether ‘or not dissolution is
to follow ptrorogation. ' Bourinot, who
I$ the recognized constitutional authori-
ty on Canadian parligmentary proce-
dure, ‘says that in-Canada our proce-
dure with- respect to prorogation and e
dissolution of parliament is in all| “It is & strangt mystical sort of
essentials similar to the British and 8o |thing, this British constitution that we
it _has been continuously recoghized |jove;Itiif. psrtly unwritten, it:is part-
and obyérved from “the days of ‘Cort fly %ﬂtq;fv]td sbeginnlings . in
federationt to the violent breach of the]the lore 'of the past, it comes into be-
constitution in that regard under the ing in the form of customs and tradi-
advice tendered His Excellency by Mr |tioms, it is founded upon the common
Meighen. law, it is made up of precedents, of :

Do the people of Canada wish their | magna cartas, of petitions and bills of v A
constitution with its time honored pre- rights, it is to be found partly in sta-
cedents, inherited from the mother of|tytes and partly in the usages and
parliaments, treated as a scrap of paper, |practices of parliament jtself. No one
tc be torn to shreads by a self appoint- |has ‘ever seen it. No one has ever
ed dictator, or do they desire that the adequately described it, yet its presence
Institution of parliament with its tra-|is felt whenever liberty or ' right are
ditions and customs shall be observed|endangered, for it is: the creation of
in this part.of His Majesties Dominion|the struggles of centuries, and it repre-
with the same veneration and regard|gents the highest achievement of Brit-
as is accorded the British constitution |ish genius at its best.

{t hi i f d .
after which it is fashioned an LIBERTY AND FREEDOM

modelled and which stapds as the| .

greatest safeguard to a people’s liber-| «4 1o the principles of liberty and {

ties taken in the world today. freedom embedded dn the armgh
constitution and secured to those who

ACTION CALLED DARING. . . 1iwe withis it hiraoes. Giat havé

“Having ignored parliament by as- |made men of many races and many
suming office without being in the least | climes of great brotherhood in name
entitled to its confidence; having de-|and in heart. In the community of
fied parliament by seeking to impose|British nations which comprise the
upon its members the subterfuge of a|Dominions beyond the seas, it is the
phantom “ministry and continuing to|anchor which holds all true to the
govern with' &' ministry declared by |little isles in the morth sea, in Can-
the Comnions to'be infringing the priv-|ada, in Australia, in New Zealand,
lleges 'of its members; having insulted|i{n South Africa, in Newfoundland, in
parliament by summarily closing its|Ireland, it is the sustaining and en-
doors in the face of honorable members | during element of loyalty alike to
of both Houses; having made the rep- | the crown and to the flag. It is the
regenitative of ‘the Crown in Canada a|counter-magnet to all tendencles to
party “to all' these illegal, invalid and | separation from Britain, or to an-
unconstitutional acts, the self-appoint- | nexation to other lands: This is the
ed Prime Minister then proceeds to!constitution by which the: Liberal
enlarge the cabinet which parliament { Party stands, and for which it is pre-
had put out of existence before its un- | pared to fight today. It is in the name
timely birth. I know of nothing in|of all of freedom, liberty and loyalty
British history comparable to this, since | which the British constitution eerves
the days of Charles I. It may be all|to inspire I now ask my fellow
very. dramatic, very daring, but there|Canadians in the name of alike of
Is not a vestige of constitutional right | King and country to vindicate dts
or power which it does not undermine | might and majesty at the polls.”

3 “Again may I make my appeal to
LORD BYNG ADVISED. ga-itish parliamentary practice and

“For a period of two weeks, includ- | 2% There is not an authority on the
Ing. three days, during which parlia- British congtltution who does not say
ment was in session, Mr. Meighen did | that when both Houses of parliament
not hesitate to advise His Excellency | 3T® in session, their proceedings can
with respect to all Canada’s domestic, | °11Y be brought to a close by an act
inter-Imperial and international affairs|9f Prorogation formally performed
and to administer all the departments | PY the King in person or by Commis-
of the government of Canada without |Sloners specially appointed for the
@ single minister sworn to' office, save | PUrPose. That is true whether or not
himself. He alone was the government
of Canada over that period of time. It
that is not anarchy or abolutism in
government I ghould like to know to
what. category political philosophy
would assign government carried on
under such conditions. Surely it will
not be termed responsible self-gov-
ernment under the British parliament-
ary system.

“Here again may I make an appeal
to British parliamentary usage, prac-
tice and law. What prime minister,
what individual in Great Britain, how-
ever exalted, or however arrogant,
would venture to constitute himself
the sole adviser of the Crown, the sole
government of the country for a single
day, let alone for a period of two
weeks? And yet if there be equality
of status between the governments of
Britain and the self-governing domin-
fons there is not one of the nations
that go to make up the British Com-
monwealth which is not equally being
subjected to all the dangers in point in
such a precedent, should the Canadian

ople place, as Mr. Meighen is ask-
ng them to place, their sanction upon
conduct of the kind. That is why in
the present contest the constitutional
issue surpasses all others in its signifi-
cance and importance, why it consti-
tutes an issue such as had not been
raised in a British country since the
days of the petition -of right and the
bill of rights 5

his early years, and after losi his
sight whilst gold mining in Canada, he
had pursued his hobby entirely by

touch.
“SIGHT” IN HANDS.

“T often go to public sales,” he said,
and when I hear an article—particular-
ly curio—put up for auction I im-
mediately, if I am going to bid for it,
examine it through my hands. In this
way I have picked up some amazing
bargains, including some very fine B
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It s the skin velvety all day long, just

as Williams perfect lather leaves it,

shall have more rain.” “Come and see
my flowers and fruit trees now,” hé
. 5-ounce bottle 60 cents.
Insist on Williams Made-in-Canada Products’

“Listen to other admissions from
members of - this so-called ministry:
‘Neone of us are ministers’; ‘We are not
King’s ministers’; ‘We are not minis-
ters ' of the Crown’, and this from
gentlemen actually sitting on the treas-
ury benches while the House of Com-
mons is in session, and asking parlia-
ent to appropriate supplies wherewith
ey may be enabled. to control the

from Great Britain, a constitution
which I believe to be at the very
foundation of the British Empire. The
present prime minister, I contend, has
proved that for the sake of office, he
is prepared to tear that constitution
into shreds. ¢

“What is the real link of Empire, the
most enduring of all that underlies
British institutions in all quarters of
the globe? What is the secret of
loyalty “to the British crown and to
the British flag? What, if it is not
the liberty and the freedom . énsured
to us und’;r British parliamentary in-
stitutions and all that is bound up in
what we know and reverence as the
British constitution.

MYSTICAL SORT OF THING.

that he could not hepe constitutionally
to carry on, dnd that, as he himself
later adnxjtted, dissolution was neces-
sary and inevitable, was bad ‘enotigh.
It was nothing, however, in compari-
son with his unconstitutional behavior |
as a prime minister from the moment
he assumed office under the Crowi
&nd proceeded to advise His Excellency |¥
in daring as he did to ignore, defy and
insult the entire membership of both
Houses: of Parliament, when Parlia-
ment itself was - actually in ses-
sion. From this point on, the issue
ceases to be one chiefly of the consti~
tutionality of the relations of (over-
nor General and prime minister;'it be-
comes one of the constitutionality eof'
the relationship of the prime minister
and parliament. In other words, it be-
comes in a yet larger way, theé all-im-
portant issue of the source from:which
, all power of government s derived, éhc

said, and walked round the garden
pointing out the flower-beds, neatly
laid out, which were his own work.

- “Blind folk,” said Mr. Williams, when
again indoors, “are not the miserahle
souls they are imagined by the sighted
to be. The only ‘thing that we really’
miss is outdoor sport.

sworn to office; imagine him proceeding| Meighen as prime. minister has been

Hiv this reckless” Fashion;to “eonstitite] @9ilty=and *Which lie- noy asks" the|

guch'a ministry andto send its mem-[people of Canads ‘to- enddrse:-

bers into the House of Commons when :

the august assemblage was in session SUMMARY DISSOLUTION

:: dsetc}::r:oﬁ.'c:nmedp;flﬁgﬁ': ::::h:klflz’f “But even yet that is not all. Having
the several departments they were ad- | USUPed power by undertaking to form

"| ministering. Imagine their leader in the |2 govern‘zinent Ighich he knew :o:}l'd
House publicly declaring they were only | "¢VST - and could never comman ¢
a temporary government, that it wag|Cconfldence of the House of Comimons,

true that in' one sense of the word, having had its administration defeated

they were g government not yet formed and condemned, he then proceeds not

3 . ’| merely to ignore and to defy, but to
insult the’members of both Houses of

1 ;08 & government yet to ‘be appoint-~
of Prime: Minister, ' undertook, ' not-{eq jma i

Y s s opnc the mtulstees - them Parliament by summarily terminating

the proceedings of Parliament jtself,

withstanding parliament was il B€S-[“gelves declaring they were not
sion at the time, to ‘carry on the g0v-{ King’s ministers, npt ministers of ‘the
ernment of Candda by a ministry that| Crown, that not one ‘of their number | instead of so much as permitting His
in no sense of the word was a respon-'haq taken any oath of office. How | Extellency the Governor-General to
sible ministry ~and . by his advice, long do you imagine the British Hoyse ' come in person to prorogue Parliament
knowingly, made the ‘crown, through{,¢ Commons would tol rate a travesty,Prior to a dissolution.
its representative, a party to the un-14 hurlesque of that kind? How long| “And why did Mr. Meighen advise
constitutional course of procedute. I8 |'do you think the people’ of the British | that arbitrary ‘course? It was because
there any possible.denial ‘of this state<| Isles would stand for their constitu-|he was afraid to have his discredited
ment? Lest any such’ should be at-| tional rights-and-liberties which it has| ministry again. face Parliament. That
tempted psten to the admissions of Mr. taken ‘centuries of ‘struggle to secure|much he admitted in conversation with
Meighen ‘and his so-called acting min- being . .thus ruthlessly violated and|the Progressive leader, Mr. Forke, who
isters. e | wholly ignored?  You simply cannot|told him'very plainly what he thought
‘e‘g‘abke l\ﬂim L::i‘l}l th!; l;uteg‘eint’tll:_ imagine Mr. Baldwin attempting, let|of his courage.
su y Mr. Meighen and read .in the| glone 'doing anything of the kind, nor .
House of ;3031;1'1:115 l;‘Y . 3111' Heary | can you igagige Ms. Asquith or Mr. ANNOUNCED IN HOUSE
Drayton., It res that the govern- | Illoyd George or Mr. Ramsay Muec- .
ment as formed is ‘only a temporary Dog'ald, norg:.ny prime ministZr frzlcn “May I remind the people of Cangda
government’ Since when has it be-| the days of Walpole, the first prime| 13t When I resigned office as minister,
come permissible to distinguish be- | minister, doing anything of the kind, the announcement of my resignation
tween a ‘temporary’ and a ‘permanent’ | and yet that is precisely what Mr. |25 Mmade on the floor of Parliament
government for Canada to have one| Meighen has done, and what he is now and was communicated to their repre-
government that is to carry on- while| agking the people of Canada to en.|S¢ntatives in the House of Commons
parliament. is in -session and another| dorse? E;f:"e it .was made. public from any
e urce. i
“Speaking in thig hall on Tuesday

Mr. Meighen said: ‘There are some

who say that the legislative efforts of

overnment that is to carry on under y

fhe same l1’;u'ime minlst:; aft;rmp?rlelg- CONTEMPT OF VERDICT.

ment has been proro, or olved?

The consﬂtutloxr: of gnadu and of no| ‘“But that is far from being all. It
! _ part|of the British Emplre admits of | Mr. Meighen’s utter indifference to the | the last session have been walved, that
) authority and the rights of parliament | we should not have dissolved so sud-

was disclosed ip the arbitrary way in denly. My answer is simple and short.

First of all, dissolution took place just
exactly ag it would have ‘taken place

"~ any such arbitrary angd absurd arrange-
which he sought to force an irrespun-
sible ministry upon the House of Cona-
had Mr. King’s request to the Gover-
nor-General been granted. I have al-

mons, it was made manifest in a vet
ready stated in the House of Commons

more arrogant fashion by the contempt
with which he -treated the verdict of

that once His Excelleney’s consent to
dissolution has been obtained, my col-

the Commons upon his ministey: and
himself, -
“I need not recall the incidents, they leagues and I would immediately have
set about to arrange to bring the pro-
ceedings of Parliament to a close by

.| are still clear in the public mind, ‘I
tendered my resignation as Prime

prorogation by His Excellency in the

regular way.’

Minister at noon on Monday, June 28.
PROROGATION PLANNED

On the same day Mr, Meighen ac-
cepted office as Prime Minister ard

“When after a meeting of the cabinet
on the afternoon of Saturday, June 26,

undertook to form a ministry. On
Tuesday he formed his minisiry snd

I first saw His Excellency and spoke
of dissolution of the late Parliament

called. it a ‘temporary government.’

This so-called temporary government

was permitted to make its pronounce-

ment to the House of {ommioas end
as being in my opinion in the public
interest and inevitable, since I was
sure, were my_ advice concerning dis-
solution not accepted, no one else

its members other than the prime

minister to take the place which they

immediately claimed on the treasury
could be found who could carry on,
there was no thought on the part of
my colleagues or myself of not having

benchés to the right of the Speaker.

On Wednesday when these gentlemen

began to. ask the Commons 1o vote

supplies, the Commons, avaliling itsclf
dissolution preceded by a formal pro-
rogation at which His Excellency should
meet in person both Houses and at

which thes royal assent would be given

of the time-honored privilege of lLav-
ing its authority acknowledged before

to such legislation as could be arranged
for prior thereto.

voting public moneys, asked by what
right Mr. Meighen’s so-called acting
DATE LEFT BLANK. |
“The details of how the session was

ministers were occupying seats in the

Commons, having accepted offices of

power and trust under the Crown,

when parliamentary practice and law
to be concluded were something which
of necessity depended upon the deci-
sion in the first instance for or against
dissolution. As a matter of fact not

alike requires that any member of
only did the cabinet have prepared a

parliament accepting an office to which

emolument attaches must immediately
formal order for prorogation with the
date left blank, which I had with me

vacate his seat in parliament. We
have heard the defence that was made,
‘we are only a temporary government,’
‘we are not ministers of the Crown.’
- QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.
when I discussed dissolution with His
“Such was the position when the Excellency, and explained the proce-
House “ of Commons adjourned on|dure in reference thereto, but the ques-
tion of what should be set forth in the
Speech from the Throne at proroga-
tion was also considered. Pending the
decision on dissolution itself final deter-

Wednesday night. On Thursday, the
Hon. Mr, Lapointe rose to a question
mination of these matters was left over

issue when parliameént. exists;' bt
supremacy of parliament itself.{ T}
} supremacy of parliament, ‘the rights,
" = the dignities, the existence of -pariia-
ment'have been challénged by the pre-
sent prime.minister in a manner that
surpasses dll belief.

THE SALIENT FACTS.. »
*What are the salient and undeni-

able facts? ‘The first is that Mr.
Meighen, when he accepted the office

L e
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